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Joanna Pitman writes on the 
city-suited life of a rugby star 
Pages 14, 38 
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Emma Wilkins reports on 
rows at the world’s greatest 
dog show, pages 7, 17 
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Yours today - a short break 
in the Brussels boulevards 
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White House seeks to mend fences 
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By Martin Fletcher 
IN WASHINGTON 

and Ph Du p Webster 

THE Clinton Administration initi¬ 
ated efforts yesterday to mend its 
rift with Britain as it called for an 
immediate start to the decommis¬ 
sioning of the IRA'S arsenal. 

Adopting the British Govern¬ 
ment's line almost word for word, 
Richard Holbrooke, assistant Sec¬ 
retary of State for European Af¬ 
fairs, said that “non-violent 
constitutional parties cannot be 
expected to sit at a table with the 
political representatives of para¬ 
military groups who have retained 
the right to return to violence if they 
do not achieve their goals'". It was 
confirmed in Washington last 


‘Decommissioning of the vast arsenals of paramilitaries must begin now’ 


rught that the Holbrooke statement 
had been approved by the White 
House. 

Mr Holbrooke's remarks, wel¬ 
comed in Downing Street as an 
important advance in the Ameri¬ 
can stance, came as yet another day 
went by without the long-awaited 
telephone conversation between 
John Major and Mr Clinton. They 
are expected to talk soon, but 
officials said that it was not certain 
that the call would take place 
before Mr Adams goes to a St 
Patrick’s Day party at the White 
House tomorrow. 

As the apparent difficulty in 
fixing up the discussion between 


the Prime Minister and the 
President descended into farce, 
Tory MPS voiced satisfaction that 
Mr Majors message appeared to 
be getting home in Washington. 

Mr Holbrooke said Sinn Fein 
and the loyalist parties in Northern 
Ireland should “immediately begin 
serious discussions on disarma¬ 
ment" and continued: “Decommis¬ 
sioning of the vast arsenals of 
loyalist and nationalist para¬ 
militaries must be mutual, bal¬ 
anced and across the board. It must 
begin now and not await the end of 
the talks." 

Mr Holbrooke, appearing be¬ 
fore the House international opera¬ 


tions committee on Capitol Hill, 
said President Clinton had taken a 
risk letting Mr Adams raise funds 
in America despite Britain's objec¬ 
tions and wanted the Sinn Fein 
leader to reciprocate. The ball is 
now in Sinn Ffein’s court" Mr 
Holbrooke and the State Depart¬ 
ment had disagreed with Mr 
Clinton's decision to let Mr Adams 
raise funds but officials in Wash¬ 
ington interpreted his remarks as a 
sign of concern within the Adminis¬ 
tration that it had given Mr Adams 
all he wanted but had received 
little in return. 

British officials were naturally 
delighted by Mr Holbrooke's inter¬ 


vention, which reflected what An¬ 
thony Lake. Mr Clinton's National 
Security Adviser, had told Mr 
Adams privately during a 30- 
minute meeting on Tuesday. 
Dawning Street sources have beat 
playing down differences between 
Mr Major and Mr Clinton. Offici¬ 
als said yesterday they would 
speak “as soon as they can, when 
their two respective diaries match". 

Today Mr Adams will enjoy the 
biggest prize of Mr Clinton’s mu¬ 
nificence when he meets the Presi¬ 
dent at the House Speaker's 
traditional St Patrick's Day lunch, 
completing his journey from pari¬ 
ah to statesman. The media will be 


allowed to record neither that event 
nor Mr Clinton receiving Mr 
Adams at the White House St 
Patrick's Day reception tomorrow. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the North¬ 
ern Ireland Secretary, argued in 
Washington last week that it would 
be “dismaying to about 50 million 
[British! people to have Mr Adams 
shaking hands with the President 
of the greatest democracy on 
earth", but even in America the 
President's support for Mr Adams 
is beginning to stir controversy. 

In a stinging editorial The Wall 
Street Journal drew a contrast 
between the way that Mr Clinton 
was “lionising" Mr Adams and 


“stiffing the Prime Minister of 
England" while barring Lee Teng- 
hui, the democratically elected 
President of Taiwan, from Ameri¬ 
ca for fear of offending China. It 
said Mr Clinton was doing this 
because “there must be something 
in it somewhere for him". 

□ A loyalist leader with links to 
Protestant paramilitaries will meet 
President Clinton at the White 
House tomorrow at the St Patrick's 
Day reception. Gary McMichael, 
leader of the Ulster Democratic 
Party, which has links to the Ulster 
Defence Association, said his trip 
to Washington was designed to 
counter Sinn Fein propaganda in 
America. 

Leading article; page 17 


Recovery may 
come too late, 
admits Clarke 

By Philip Webster and Philip Bassett 


BRITAIN'S “feel-good" factor 
could be delayed until the next 
election in spite of improving 
economic prospects. Kenneth 
Clarke warned yesterday. 

The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer said the Government 
would! have to carry on deliv¬ 
ering rising prosperity for 
another two years at least 
before people felt more secure 
and more comfortable. 

Mr Clarke's remarks came 
on a day when encouraging 
economic figures for the Gov¬ 
ernment on unemployment 
and retail sales were clouded 
by news of 1300 job losses in 
the defence industry at British 
Aerospace. 

However, that will be bal¬ 
anced today when the Japa¬ 
nese car maker Toyota 
announces the expected cre¬ 
ation of 1300 jobs as it doubles 
production. 

Seasonally adjusted unem¬ 
ployment fell by 27.400 in 
February to 226 million, and 
retail sales rose 12 per cent 
over the previous month. 

Mr Clarke’s comments ap¬ 
peared to accept what many 
Conservative MPs fear — that 
the Government may not reap 
the political benefits of recov¬ 
ery in time for the election. 

Labour exploited the re¬ 
marks last night as “an aston¬ 
ishing admission that the 
Government’s policies were 
not working". Bui Mr Clarke’s 
advisers insisted that he was 
putting no time limit on the 
recovery of voter confidence in 
the Government’s manage¬ 
ment of the economy. 

However, his words were a 
reminder of last year’s embar¬ 
rassing leaked memorandum 
from John Maples, the Tory 
Deputy Chairman, to John 
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P & O chief‘will 
work with Blair’ 

LORD Sterling of Plaistow 
(above), chairman of P & O 
and one of Baroness 
Thatcher’s staunchest City 
supporters, said yesterday 
that he would work with a 
Labour government (Ar¬ 
thur Leathley writes). 

“Any sensible govern¬ 
ment that looks after our 
interests, we would work 
with." he said. He would be 
happy to work with Tony 
Blair if Labour had power. 


Major, warning that living 
standards would fall in the 
run-up to the election. 

The absence of a “feel-good” 
factor is one of the reasons for 
pressure on the Chancellor 
from the Tory Right for tax 
cuts in the next two Budgets. 

But Mr Clarke, interviewed 
yesterday on The World at 
One on BBC Radio 4. prom¬ 
ised to take whatever action 
necessary to keep inflation in 
check, and said he would not 
cut taxes before it was prudent 
to do so. 

“If I can afford tax cuts, as a 
Conservative Chancellor. !*m 
only too willing and eager to 
do so. But I'm not going to 
undo the good work I’ve had 
by having tax cuts until, 
firstly, we have got spending 
and borrowing under control 
and until it is good for the 
economy," he said. 

Mr Clarke said of yester¬ 
day's figures: "Potentially, it’s 


the best combination we’ve 
seen for a quarter of a century, 
30 years, and we’re the only 
European country that’s com¬ 
bining a fall in unemployment 
with the steady growth which 
is ahead of all the others. But 
I’ve always said we’ve got to 
make it last. It’s got to be 
sustained." 

Ministers were delighted 
with both sets of economic 
figures. At S.4 per cent, unem¬ 
ployment is at its lowest level 
for three years. It has fallen 
338,000 over the past 12 
months and by 607,000 since it 
peaked at the end of 1992. 

But economists were scepti¬ 
cal about the 12 per cent 
increase in retail sales vol¬ 
umes in February over the 
previous month. Following 
figures from the CBI employ¬ 
ers’ organisation suggesting a 
slump in High Street sales. 
City analysts emphasised that 
sales volumes over a three- 
month period were just 0.1 per 
cent up on the previous 
quarter. 

They said this figure — 
usually seen as a better guide 
to the trend — showed that 
retail sales were flat confirm¬ 
ing that there had been virtu¬ 
ally no growth in sales 
volumes over the last eight 
months. 

Gordon Brown, the Shadow 
Chancellor, said of Mr 
Clarke’s interview: “This is an 
astonishing admission by the 
Chancellor, who clearly has 
no confidence in his own 
economic policy. He is admit¬ 
ting that people cannot feel 
good while they have been 
betrayed, with living stan¬ 
dards falling and two more 
taxes still to come." 

Toyota employs about 1.900 
in the UK. mainly at its factory 
at Bumaston near Derby- 
Today’s expansion is expected 
to create a further 500 jobs on 
the production line and 
another 1,000 in other areas of 
the industry. 

The company is planning to 
build a second model along¬ 
side its current Carina E mid¬ 
range saloons, which could 
mean a significant expansion 

Continued on page Z col 4 


Growth Bowing, page 21 
Jobless fading, page 22 



Soccer stars 
freed on 
police bail 

By Lin Jenkins. John Goodbody and Stewart Tendler 


Bruce Grobbelaar, released on police bail, at last night's press conference 


BRUCE GROBBELAAR. 
John Fashanu and Hans 
Segers, the Premier League 
players arrested by detectives 
investigating allegations of 
match fixing, last night pro¬ 
tested their innocence as they 
were released on police bail 
pending further inquiries. 

Speaking through David 
Hewitt, his solicitor, at a press 
conference. Grobbelaar pro¬ 
tested his innocence. The goal¬ 
keeper. who was omitted by 
Southamption for a crucial 
relegation match with West 
Ham last night, said nothing 
directly about the allegations, 
but thanked his dub and fans 
for their support. 

Mr Hewitt said: “Bruce has 
always strenuously denied the 
allegations ... he maintains 
that denial now as emphatical¬ 
ly as he has ever done. He has 
not been involved in any 
criminal act whether alone or 
with other people." 

Grobbelaar also criticised 
the police for the manner of 
his arrest He was taken from 


his home in a dawn raid on 
Tuesday morning in front of a 
crowd of media representa¬ 
tives. Mr Hewitt said he 
would be asking Hampshire 
police for an explanation. 

He said Grobbelaar. who 
was first interviewed about 
throwing matches in return 
for cash last year, would have 
gone voluntarily to a police 
station if asked. His passports 
had been taken away, but he 
had been assured that they 
would be returned. He needed 
them to play in the Africa 
Nations Cup next month. 

After more than a day of 
questioning police also re¬ 
leased on bail Heng Suan 
Lim, a Malaysian business¬ 
man based in London, and 
Melissa Kassa-Mapsi. Fasha¬ 
nu *s girlfriend. All those re¬ 
leased had been held after a 
four month investigation into 
claims that players took bribes 
from betting syndicates in the 
Far East to fix big matches. 

Bookmaker held, page 5 


Labour to ditch stand 
against opt-out schools 

By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 


LABOUR is planning to ditch 
its long-standing opposition to 
grant maintained schools next 
week in a key reversal of a 
policy on which the party 
fought the last election. 

In what will be seen as one 
of the most important shifts of 
Tony Blair’s leadership, 
David Bhmkett will outline 
the party’s plans to keep grant- 
maintained schools under a 
new “framework of democrat¬ 
ic control". 

The Shadow Education Sec¬ 
retary will use his speech at 
the Association of Heads of 
Grant-Maintained Schools 
next Wednesday to reassure 
head teachers that opt-out 
schools will continue to be able 
to run their own affairs. 

He will say that the party 
has no intention of returning 
the managemmt of the 1,030 
grant-maintained schools to 
local authority controL Under 
the new proposals councils 


will at best have an arras- 
length supervisory role. 

Labour is also proposing to 
give local authority schools 
greater freedoms in an at¬ 
tempt to put all schools on a 
similar footing. Although Lab¬ 
our will abolish the central 
funding agency which allo¬ 
cates cash to grant-main¬ 
tained schools, it will ensure 
that schools retain responsi¬ 
bility for their budgets. Opt- 
out schools will also continue 
to have the freedom to employ 
all their own ancillary staff, 
such as caterers and cleaners. 

However, Mr Blunkett will 
signal the end of special 
favours for self-governing 
schools. He will spell out the 
principles behind any new 
proposals. They will no longer 
be given extra funding and 
they will not be able to select 
pupils on ability. Over the past 
few years grant-maintained 
schools have had sigificantiy 


more capital resources than 
other state schools. 

Mr Bhmkett is finalising a 
new policy document on edu¬ 
cation which will be published 
in June and put to the party 
conference in October. The 
are expected to give 
ler details of the “new 
framework of democratic con¬ 
trol", to ensure greater ac¬ 
countability for opted-out 
schools. 

The new polity is also 
expected to spell out greater 
freedom for all state schools. 
At present local education 
authorities distribute 85 per 
cent of their resources to 
schools and keep 15 per cent 
for inspection and advisory 
services and special needs. 
Labour is expected to propose 
that the amount handed out be 
increased to more than 90 per 
cent. Grant-maintained 
schools are now allocated 100 
per cent of their funding. ■ 


MPs see red over plane that falls to bits 
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By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE TORRES PON DENT 

MEMBERS of Parliament ex¬ 
pressed astonishment yester¬ 
day after Ministry of Defence 
officials admitted to “disas¬ 
trous’’ cost overruns and de¬ 
lays of up » eight years in 
developing three battlefield 
spying systems For the Army. 
These have already cost more 
than £250 million and are soil 
years away from being ready 
for service. 

One of the projects, called 
Actor, an airborne surveii- 
fence system, is so far behind 


schedule that there is still no 
decision on the type of aircraft 
to cany it after 15 years of 
deliberations, the MPS heard. 

The story of the systems — 
Astor, Cobra and Phoenix — 
caused such shocked reactions 
at a Commons Defence Com¬ 
mittee hearing yesterday that 
one MP referred m die Phoe¬ 
nix project, developed by 
GEC-Marconi, as “worse than 
disastrous". 

The MPs demanded to 
know whether the company 
had learnt any lessons from 
past defence procurement hor¬ 
rors like the Nimrod airborne 



The Phoenix spy plane 

early warning system, also 
developed by GEC-Marconi. 
which was cancelled eight 
years ago after nearly £1 
billion had been spent 
Phoenix, a remotely-con¬ 
trolled spy aircraft which is 


costing £227 million, crash- 
lands so heavily that bits fell 
off. By the time it is ready for 
service, it will be eight years 
behind schedule. 

Frank Cook, Labour MP for 
Stockton North, claimed Phoe¬ 
nix was known inside GEC as 
“the bugger-off" because it 
had a habit of not returning 
after being launched. 

The MPs were told that even 
though the Phoenix project 
was a fixed-price contract, the 
MoD had agreed to pay GEC- 
Marconi an extra £16 million. 
Winston Churchill. Tory MP 
for Davyhulme, said: “I find it 


quite fantastic the system can 
be eight years late, not come 
up to specification, and yet you 
pay significantly more taxpay¬ 
ers' money to the contractor." 

Dennis Maines, MoD direc¬ 
tor-general of guided weapons 
and electronic systems, said a 
review of the Phoenix pro¬ 
gramme was now nearly fin¬ 
ished and ministers would 
have to decide whether to 
scrap the programme. 

The third system. Cobra, is 
a counter-baftay radar sys¬ 
tem. The original specifica¬ 
tions were issued in 1983; it is 
five years behind schedule. 
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Uncouth ministers give questioners a rude awakening 


O n Tuesday, when Lord 
Callaghan of Cardiff 
suggested to a Com¬ 
mons committee that better 
maimers among MPs might 
not come amiss, this col umn 
was unconvinced. I like a bit 
of rough and tumble. But 
environment questions yester¬ 
day shook me. Maybe Calla¬ 
ghan is right Ministers are 
becoming incredibly rude. 

It was Sir Paul Beresford 
(C Croydon Central) who 
started the trend. He had been 
asked about “urban regenera¬ 
tion" by Margaret Hodge 
(Lab, Barking). Ms Hodge 
was previously leader of Is¬ 
lington Council and very 


much “new" Labour — all 
smart skirts, original fire¬ 
places and modem opinions 
— and something about her 
caused Sir Paul to flip. He 
was reddening even as she 
rose to complain that we 
needed to train the unem¬ 
ployed for "if and when 
another economic boom" 
arrives. 

“So you can get another 
nanny!" shouted someone on 
the Toiy side. This was rude 
enough. Then up jumped Sir 
P ant and accused Ms Hodge 
of “not urban regeneration, 
but urban degeneration". 

It caused puzzlement More 
urbane than urban. Ms 


Hodge does not look at all 
degenerate. No doubt Beres- 
ford was referring to taer 
policies as a council leader, 
but this loose talk at foe 
dispatch box realty mil not 
do. Sir Paul is a dentist but 
that is no excuse for bandying 
about terms like "degenerate". 
It is unnerving. 

Uncouthness from this min¬ 
ister, however, paled by com¬ 
parison with the next, Robert 
Atkin s. "Out of the way, you 


rial comrades as he shoul¬ 
dered Ms way to the table for 
the next question. 

It was about contaminated 
land. A well-meaning if un¬ 
pronounceable Welsh MP. 
Cynog Dalis (Plaid Cymru. 
Ceredigion & Pembroke N), 
was worried about the sites of 
former gasworks, whose land 
was poisoned. It seemed a 
reasonable concern. 

"Well," said Atkins, “there’s 
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lot." he barked at his zraniste- 


quite a lot of gas produced in 
Wales, of which the turn 
member is a classic example.” 

I ask you! Atkins sat back 
for the next question, to give 
his ministerial comrade. 
David Curry, a turn at throw¬ 
ing custard pies at the other 
side. As Labour's environ¬ 
ment spokesman, Frank Dob¬ 
son, rose to com plain that the 
Government gave too gener¬ 
ous a grant to Tory Westmin¬ 
ster Council, the minister 
readied for pie. 

Mr Curry has a good mind 
and terrible vocal cords. 
Charging around in the Curry 
brain is a multitude of dever 
things he wants us to know. 


but it all comes out as a sort of 
demented squeak. Westmin¬ 
ster was a deprived area, he 
yelped. Dobson should walk a 
"little further than the Houses 
of Parliament He would see 
poverty. .And if Dobson didn't 
know that then (and here the 
yelp rose to a screech) “it 
shows he knows damn little 
about local government!" Mr 
Curry sat down, panting. 

There was a shocked intake 
of breath. What a rude word! 
MPs. glanced sidelong at 
Madam Speaker as little boys 
might glance at Mum. to see if 
she was going to smack him. 
She didn't 

It took the refined tones of 


Lady Olga Maitland (C Sut¬ 
ton & Cheam] to remind MPs 
of the proprieties. Lady O. in 
what always looks like a 
Chanel suit, and in a voice of 
cut glass, told the House that 
"there's no reason for anyone 
to sleep rough on the sheets of 
London". 

It is very hard to imagine 
Lady Olga being on the streets 
of London, let alone sleeping 
rough. Or indeed waking 
rough. Or indeed doing 
anything rough. She forbore 
yesterday to remind MPS that 
the doors of London's home¬ 
less shelters, like the doors 
of the Ritz, are open 
to all. 



Jonathan Aitken at the conference on funding nursery education yesterday 


After-school clubs 
plead for funding 

By Ben Preston, education correspondent 


Conservative Right returns to the battles of the 1980s 

Aitken lends support to 
nursery place vouchers 


By Nicholas Wood 
and John O’Leary 

PLANS for parents to be given 
vouchers to pay for nursery 
education received the support 
yesterday of Jonathan Aitken. 
the Treasury Chief Secretary, 
who highlighted what he 
called the system’s “powerful 
attractions". 

In a rare public intervention 
in the education debate. Mr 
Aitken opened a London con¬ 
ference by outlining two pos¬ 
sible means of implementing 
the Prime Minister's pledge to 
offer provision for every four- 
year-old. He saw a bidding 
process for new nursery places 
as the main alternative to 
vouchers. 

Although he denied that he 
was making policy and also 
pointed to the potential pitfalls 


CHILDREN travelling in 
minibuses or coaches on 
schoot trips will be required 
by law to wear seatbelts from 
summer next year, the Gov¬ 
ernment said yesterday. 

Thousands of school mini¬ 
buses will have to be fitted 
with lap-belts for passengers 
as a result of the announce¬ 
ment in the Commons by 
Brian Mawhinney, the Trans¬ 
port Secretary. 

The derision was welcomed 
as an important first step by 
road safety groups and teach¬ 
er unions, but came under fire 
for not going for enough. The 
Royal Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Accidents said that 
teachers needed professional 
training in driving minibuses 
before taking to the roads. 

“Imagine the public outcry 
if airline pilots, train or coach 


of vouchers, his presence at 
the conference on funding 
nursery schools, organised by 
the Centre for Policy Studies 
(CPS), was a signal that the 
Conservative Right is prepar¬ 
ing to refight some of the 
battles of the 1980s. Almost no 
senior minister has mentioned 
vouchers sinoe Kenneth 
Clarke, when he was Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, ruled them out 
days before Margaret That¬ 
cher was deposed in 1990. 

The conference, attended by 
civil servants from the Trea¬ 
sury and Education Depart¬ 
ment, was held against the 
background of a Whitehall 
battle over how to pay for John 
Major's offer of a nursery 
place 6 m - every four-year-old. 
Gillian Shephard, the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, is resisting 
pressure from Mr Major to 


drivers were untrained and 
unregulated." Dave Rogers, 
the society's road safety advis¬ 
er. said. “Driving a minibus 
full of children is a stressful 
and responsible task, which 
requires specific skills." 

The campaign for compul¬ 
sory belts followed a series of 
minibus and coach accidents 
in 1993 in which 16 children 
died. In the worst crash. 12 
children and their teacher 
from Hagley School in the 
Midlands were kilted. 

In a Commons written re¬ 
ply, Dr Mawhinney said 
parents were right to be 
concerned about children 
travelling unprotected in 
minibuses and coaches. He 
added; “But it is important to- 
put this issue into perspective. 
The fact is that in terms of the 
number of passenger miles 


give serious consideration to 
the voucher option. 

Tory MPs joined the fight 
yesterday with Tim Yeo, a 
former minister, saying that it 
would be “appalling" if vouch¬ 
ers were to be rejected in 
favour of giving more money 
for nurseries to local councils. 
They were already exploiting 
the Children's Act to drive 
private nurseries and play¬ 
groups out of business. 

Edward Lister, leader of the 
Tory borough of Wandsworth, 
said that vouchers should 
"start in the kinderga r ten" 
and that his council was 
prepared to run a pilot 
scheme. Vouchers could later 
be extended to the years of 
compulsory education. 

Strang public backing for 
vouchers for school-age child¬ 
ren came from Lord Ski del- 


travelled, these vehicles are 
twice as safe as cars.” 

Michael Meacher, the 
Shadow Transport Secretary, 
condemned the “totally unac¬ 
ceptable delay" in jmptement- 
ing the new rules, which he 
said should be Introduced for 
all minibuses, not just those 
used to carry children. 

John Askew, road safety 
officer for Hereford and 
Worcester, which covers 
Hagley School, said: “Seat- 
belts are to be welcomed, but 
what they don't do is prevent 
accidents. We would like to 
see some compulsory scheme 
to asses people who drive 
these minibuses." 

The new rules are unlikely 
to come into force before next 
summer to give minibus and 
coach operators at least 12 
months to comply. 


sky, chairman of the Social 
Market Foundation which, 
with the CPS. has been asked 
by 10 Downing Street to 
submit proposals for the next 
Tory manifesto. He said that 
vouchers were the only an¬ 
swer to the riddle of how to 
reconcile pressure for more 
spending on education and 
health with the public’s appe¬ 
tite for lower taxes. 

Lord Skidds ky. Professor of 
Political Economy at Warwick 
University, said vouchers 
would enable parents to top up 
their spending on education. 
This was the only feasible 
remedy for the current “in¬ 
credibly inflexible" system 
under which parents either 
put up with their local state 
school or paid twice over by 
going private. 

State secondary schools 
should be allowed to charge a 
maximum annual fee of 
£3.000 and parents should be 
given a voucher worth the 
average sum for each pupil 
spent by the State — £2500. 
The £500 differwice would be 
met by parents. 

“That is a good Conserva¬ 
tive principle. It enlists on 
behalf of education every par¬ 
ent's natural desire to get the 
best possible education for 
their child.. .You getaway of 
increasing the national educa- 


ray because there would be 
real cuts in the tax burden." 

Mr Aitken said he knew 
that Mrs Shephard would not 
appreciate a “heavy-handed" 
Chief Secretary pre-empting a 
decision on nursery funding, 
which is expected by the early 
summer. A voucher might be 
difficult to administer and 
push up public spending by 
making taxpayers responsible 
for fees currently met by 
parents of children at private 
schools or nurseries. 

David Bhinkett, Labour* 
education spokesman. 


claimed that Mrs Shephard 
had been sidelined as Mr 
Major and Mr Aitken devel¬ 
oped the pet proposals of the 
right-wing think-tanks. 

Graham Lane, who chairs 
the education committee of the 
Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities, said that a pro¬ 
posed £700 voucher would 
only provide an hour's educa¬ 
tion a day in a local authority 
nursery. 


under discussion. The Educa¬ 
tion Department expects to 
finish its review of sudh provi¬ 
sion in May and is likely to 
publish a Green Paper. 

The Education Secretary de¬ 
nied that the Government was 
being drawn into an internal 
debate about the use of vouch¬ 
ers as a way of delivering 
ppansion that risked ignor¬ 
ing the issue of quality. Mrs 
Shephard said steps to guar¬ 
antee the quality of education 
for under-fives were “enor¬ 
mously important". 


MORE than 1,000 after- 
school dubs for children 
whose parents are at work 
face closure unless minis ters 
abandon plans to end funding 
next year, it was daimed 
yesterday. 

The Kids* Club Network 
said that the £45 million 
government initiative to es¬ 
tablish 3,000 childcare dubs 
to help working mothers had 
been a success, but a ministe¬ 
rial decision to end funding 
in April 1996 after three years 
would condemn 1.000 dubs to 
closure and a further 1,000 to 
a struggle for survival- Anne 
Longfield. director of the 
charity, said: “The Govern¬ 
ment must act responsibly 
and organise an ordered re¬ 
treat by phasing out funding 
overa period of five years, not 
just turn off the tap." 

The dubs, which charge 


parents about £20 a week to 
mind primary school children 
from 3pm to 6pm. were 
started because after-school 
and holiday childcare is the 
single biggest barrier to 
women returning to work. 

The Conservatives made a 
commitment in their 1992 
election manifesto to encour¬ 
age dubs in community cen¬ 
tres, church halls and schools. 
Gfllian Shephard, the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, awarded die 
£45 million grant when she 
was Employment Secretary. 

She praised the initiative 
yesterday and said that it had 
opened a multitude of paths 
towards good quality and 
lasting provision. She ac¬ 
knowledged that the dubs 
were concerned about then- 
future but said that a policy 
review by the Employment 
Department would continue. 


Seatbelts to be compulsory 
for minibus-trip pupils 

By Jonathan Prynn, transport correspondent 


non budget more than you 
could increase by the tax 
syferrtafcwie.ltwouldbegogd 
fOTAEacfiers artTfor toeeconcT 


Mrs Shephard concealed 
her annoyance at Mr Aitken’s 
intervention and emphasised 
toax there were a huge num- 
'TJEa-J of options to increase 
under-fives’ provision still 



Tories join 
Labour on 


family laws 


Conservative MPS joined 
Labour members of the-afl- 
party Commons employment 
select comntitteeyesteriiay in 
calling for widespread mew 
employment rights for. 
parents. :• 

Ministers were said to. be 
furious that the Tories en¬ 
dorsed the recommendation 
for an extension of maternity 
leave and five days’ paternity 
leave. 

Tories on the committee 
accepted that some of its 
proposals were against Gov¬ 
ernment policy. DavidNkhof- 
son (C Taunton) emphasised 
toe unanimity of its proposals, 
but said some diffaraceswith 
“current" Government policy 
were inevitable, and added: 
"Government poficy can 
change." ' ' ’ 


Climbers killed' 

The bodies of two climbers 
were recovered from Loch- 
nagar in Grampian yesterday. 
The pair, who had been well- - 
equipped and roped together, 
are believed to have fallen 
from dose to the summit of toe 
mountain. 


Mellor job offer 

David Mellor, die MP and 
former Cabinet minister who 
faces deselection by Ids local 
Conservative association on 
Friday, is considering 1 -a 
£200,000 offer to become a 
presenter on the new station 
Talk Radio UK. 


Press penalty 

National newspapers could be 
forced to award victims, of 
press intrusion compensation, 
of up to £5,000 under propos¬ 
als being discussed by the 
Government The scheme is 
expected to be outlined in a 
Whitepaper. 


Beatles get back 

Paul McCartney confirmedr. 
yesterday that he and the two 
other surviving members,-of - 
The Beatles nave recorded 
several new songs together! 
They will be released-; or. - 
record later this year, 25years 
after the group broke up. 

JLibDem choice 

Veronica Iinklater, wife of toe 
Times columnist . Mag n us 
Iinklater, has been chosen by 
the Liberal Democrats to fight 
the Perth and. Kinross by- 
election. Her grandfather was 
the former liberal Party lead¬ 
er Sir Archibald Sinclair. 

Prize for Pinter " 

Harold Pinter, once praised ' 
by Noel Coward for using _ 
language “marvellously 
won toe David Cohen British •" 
literature Prize last night, af' 
£30.000 award that recognises 1.. 
a lifetime's achievement far._ 
Literature. 



4-star accommodation 


You could cheek into a luxury hotel. But wouldn't 
you rather check out the alternative? 
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Recoveiy may 
come too late, 
admits Clarke 


HOME INSURANCE 

that saves you £££’s! 


Continued from page 1 
of its Derby plant from its 
planned production of200.000 
cars a year to300,000 or more. 
The move will follow an 
announcement yesterday that 
Ford, toe US-owned car mak¬ 
er. is to build Japanese cars at 
its factory at Dagenham, Es¬ 
sex. from next year with toe 
Mazda car company. 

Dagenham, Ford’s biggest 
and oldest plant in toe UK 
will build 25.000 cars a year 
for Mazda, in which Ford has 
a 25 per cent stake. The deal is 
not only a vote of confidence in 
Dagenham’s 4200 workers, 
but will also result in extra 
work for component suppliers. 

Mazda chose Dagenham 
after being impressed with the 
plant's high efficiency which 
places it among Ford's best 
The Mazda car will be based 
on Ford’s best-selling Fiesta 
model, which is made at 
Dagenham, but with interiors 
and body styling by Japanese 
designers. 

The deal completes the 
transformation of Dagenham 
from a strike-ridden, ineffi¬ 
cient factory under threat of 
closure, to a showpiece. Ian 
McAllister, chairman of Ford 
of Britain, said; “Dagenham 
has proved it can achieve high 
levels of quality and produc¬ 
tivity and this agreement with 
Mazda recognises the plant's 
competitiveness." 

British Aerospace an¬ 
nounced the loss of the jobs of 
up to 1250 missile and defence 
systems workers. Some of toe 
redundancies will be compul¬ 
sory. BAe said the 660 jobs 
were likely to go at toe 
headquarters of its Dynamics 
division at Stevenage, 570 at 
Losrock in Lancashire, and 120 
at Bristol. The latest cutbacks 


are caused by the imminent 
completion of work on the 
company’s ten-year, £1.9 bil¬ 
lion contract to supply toe 
Rapier 2000 air defence miss¬ 
ile system, and the end of 
development work on a new 
advanced short range air-to- 
air missile. The job cuts, 
involving 35 per cent of toe 
workforce, will position BAe to 
form a 50/50 joint venture to 
design, develop and build 
missiles with Lagartfere 
Group? of France in what 
would be Europe's largest 
missile business. 

Unions attacked the cuts, 
and the Employment Secre¬ 
tary. Roger Lyons, general 
secretary of toe white-collar 
MSF union, said: “Michael 
Portillo may claim things are 
getting better, but the reality is 
redundancies and workplaces 
plagued with job insecurity." 


Growth flowing, page 21 
Jobless falling, page 22 
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TICKET TO 
IRELAND 


From literary Dublin to toe 
wilds of Donegal: our 16- 
page Ireland supplement 
includes a restaurant 
guide and is packed with 
facts for travellers 


Better value 
buildings insurance 

TfifeTl save you time and money as 
we do the ‘shopping around' from 
our panel of leading UK insurers. 


10% discount on 
contents insurance 

Our home contents insurance 
products offer you substantial 
cover - at attractive prices. 


(2 Average saving of £51. 

\y\ 83% of our callers got a 
cheaper quote. 

1/1 Up to 15% discount for the 
over 50's. 



g| Immediate 10% No Claim 
Discount on qualification. 

0 0% APR, interest free monthly 
instalments - the easy way to 
spread your payments. 

\S\ 10% discount for the over 50's. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FREE security marker pen 
is yours when you phone 
for a quote! 


B Lloyds Bank 
Insurance Direct 


You don’t have to bank with us to bank on us. 
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Call us FREE now on 

0800 616 385 

and see what you can save! 

Please quote reference P5042 
Lines open 9am-8pm weekdays, 9am-2pm Saturdays 
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Freyberg hailed for pensions victory 

Shy grandson of 
Gallipoli VC is 
war widows’ hero 

By Alice Thomson, political reporter 


CHRIS HARRIS 
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A 24-YEAR-OLD sculptor, 
grandson of a First World War 
hero, has become the unlikely 
toast of the House of Lords. 

Peers from all sides of the 
House were patting Lord 
Freyberg on the back in the 
tearooms yesterday after he 
led a humiliating defeat for the 
Government over war wid¬ 
ows' pennons on Tuesday 
night 

! While Lord Freyberg’s 
grandfather, a VC holder, 
made his name at Gallipoli by 
smothering himself in tar and 
swimming naked in a freezing 
sea for two hours to light 
decoys, the third baron has 
chosen a more passive route. 

Lord Freyberg believes that 
50 years after the Second 
World War. Britain’s 40.000 
war widows are being treated 
shabbily and the Government 
is “cruel and inhumane" in its 
refusal to continue a war 
widow’s pension if she remar¬ 
ries — the reason he believes 
why so many war widows do 
not remariy. 

This week the Lords’second 
youngest member added an 
amendment to the Pensions 
Bill to force the Government to 
restore the £140-a-week pen¬ 
sion to war widows who have 
remarried and then been be¬ 
reaved or divorced. 

Although the Government 
had estimated it would cost 
the taxpayer £40 million a 
year, peers were swayed by 
Lord Freyberg’s emotive 
speech and voted by 191 votes 
to 145 for his amendment 
Lord Mackay of Ardbreck- 
nish. Social Security Minister, 
was left floundering. Lord 
Freyberg was as stunned as 


his fellow peers by his fame. 
Although his father haH a dis¬ 
tinguished army career. Valer¬ 
ian Bernard Freyberg was ad¬ 
amant he was not going to be 
forced into doing press-ups, 
and on leaving Eton entered 
Camberwell Art School to do a 
degree in ceramics. 

But when his father died 
two years ago he suddenly 
found himself mixing with a 
very different crowd. He had 



1st Baron Freyberg: 

VC at Gallipoli 

no intention of becoming em¬ 
broiled in the “deeply boring 
business of politics” . He was 
not even sure he agreed with 
hereditary peers in the Lords 
until a Labour MP asked him 
to consider making his maid¬ 
en speech not on funding for 
impoverished young artists 
but on war widows. 

Lord Freyberg obliged. He 
would have left It at that if 
after his speech Lard Mackay 
had not mistakenly told the 
Lords he was sure the young 
peer would find an ingenious 
amendment to take his cause 


forward in the Pension Bin. 
Lord Freyberg, who is more 
used to trust funds than 
pension slips, decided to rise to 
the challenge. Having read 
sackfuls of distraught letters 
from war widows saving up 
for hot-water bottles and who 
had not enough money to feed 
their cats, he began planning 
his strategy. 

“The other peers were in¬ 
credibly helpful. I had no idea 
how to draft an amendment, 
how long I was supposed to 
speak for, whether 1 was 
allowed to make any jokes or 
how I could whip up the 
support of other peers, but I 
had two field marshals and a 
chief air marshal cheering me 
on." Lord Freyberg said. 

For the last two months the 
peer has devoted himself ex¬ 
clusively to his widows, shun¬ 
ning all social life and taking 
naps in the Lords library. On 
Tuesday night his three elder 
sisters. Annabel. Christina 
and Venetia, were all watch¬ 
ing with scores of people from 
the Officers’ Pensions Society 
and the War Widows' 
Association. 

“The most terrifying peers 
were the former Treasury men 
who obviously thought I was 
being extravagant and senti¬ 
mental. and when I saw Lady 
Thatcher I thought, ‘Oh my 
God’, but even Tory front¬ 
benchers have congratulated 
me now," he said. 

All three parties are falling 
over themselves to sign Lord 
Freyberg as a dazzling new 
frontbencher, but he has de¬ 
cided the Lords is too frantic 
for him and is ready to return 
to his sculptures. 



Cult woman 
to sue 
Mend for 

'>■" choice damages 

t .By Andrew pi erce. 

A WOMAN cnft member 
", 7 who was the victim of an 
attempted abduction by a 
-' ' blend who believed she had 
been brainwashed is to sne 
him for the trauma she 
suffered. 

•. PmK Stephen Cooper, 27, was 
cleared by a jury at Lewes 
Crown Court on Tuesday of 
attempting to kidnap his for¬ 
mer flatmate Kathleen Wil¬ 
son. 23. from the Church of 
Scientology’s headquarters 
in East Sussex. 

Scientologists were out¬ 
raged by the decision, 
^ because Cooper had con¬ 
fessed to the abduction at¬ 
tempt but pleaded in his 
defence that Miss Wilson 
bud been robbed of her 
freewfflfaytbecult. Yesterday 
foe Church of Scientology 
said Miss Wilson was issuing 
a writ 

A spokesman for the cult 
said die action would be 
pursued vigorously. “She suf¬ 
fered a gross affront to her 
dignity. She is entitled to 
exemplary d am ages." 
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Women in police 
‘are favoured’ 


By A Staff Reporter 


A COMMANDER in the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police said yesterday 
that women in the force were 
given preferential treatment 
because “a minority in an 
organisation has to be treated 
with just a little more care". 

Commander Tom Laidlaw 
told an industrial tribunal that 
female officers should have 
the balance tipped in their 
favour when it came to resolv¬ 
ing disputes. But Mrs Marjo¬ 
rie Don. the chairman of the 
hearing at Woburn Place, 
central London, suggested this 
amounted to sexual discrimi¬ 
nation against men. 

Commander Laidlaw was 
giving evidence in the case of 
Sergeant Leslie White, who is 
claiming sexual discrimina¬ 
tion against the Metropolitan 
Police after he was forced to 
transfer stations because of a 
dispute with a female col¬ 
league, WPC Maureen Mc- 
Ginley, 34. He claimed he was 
advised to go quietly because 
he would never win a case 
against a woman. 

Commander Laidlaw, who 
made the derision to transfer 
Sergeant White, said: “One of 
the problems in the police is 
we are accused of being a 


macho organisation. We do 
have young ladies coming in. 
If it means the balance is 
tipped slightly in their favour 
then that is whar I do." 

Mrs Dan said: “This could 
be referred to as reverse 
discrimination.” 

Commander Laidlaw re¬ 
plied: “It could be but I would 
tike to flunk it would be 
referred to in a very mild 
way.” 

Mrs Don asked Command¬ 
er Laidlaw. “Had it occurred 
to you WPC McGinley may 
have raised a malicious griev¬ 
ance against Sergeant Whiter 

He replied: “I was satisfied 
that was not the case. The case 
was about a supervising of¬ 
ficer describing a junior officer 
to other junior officers and in 
the course of that conversation 
using the expressions 'danger¬ 
ous woman’ and a ‘ feminist" . 

“In the context he did not 
mean to damage her but she 
found it extremely distressing 
... An apology was not forth¬ 
coming and positions became 
more entrenched to the extent 
I thought they could not work 
at the same station.” 

The tribunal is expected to 
finish today. 
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Scientists 
flock to put 
their heads 
in the cloud 

By Nick Nuttall 

THE misty tops of a Lake 
District fell is being trans¬ 
formed into an exotic experi¬ 
ment as scientists, armed 
with vacuum suction ma¬ 
chines and special bottles, 
come to catch clouds. 

About £1 million has been 
given to 37 scientists from 
countries including Austria. 
Germany and Slovenia to 
collect clouds on Great 
DunfelL Cumbria. 

Dr Keith Bower, an atmo¬ 
spheric physicist from the 
University of Manchester’s 
Institute of Science and Tech¬ 
nology, said yesterday that 
the 3,000ft frit had two ridges 
that attracted condensation, 
allowing researchers to col¬ 
lect clouds as they formed. 

Dr Roy Colville added: 
“We do tests at UMIST then 
via a computer network send 
the raw results to the other 
institutes." 

Professor Axel Berner of 
die Institute of Experimental 
Physics in Vienna, said: 
This is the best spot in the 
world to colled clouds. There 
is nowhere else quite tike it” 



Lord Freyberg in front of the Guards memorial at St James’s Park yesterday 


Boy blames his 
father’s death on 
mother’s affair 


By A Staff Reporter 


ATEENAGE bay stunned an 
inquest with an outburst in 
which he blamed his mothers 
dose friendship with another 
man for his father’s storide. 
bene Thompson had said 
nothing about an admirer 
when she gave evidence relat¬ 
ing to the death of her 
husband Geoffrey, 42, a 
father-of-four. 

She said the late Mr 
Thompson had been worried 
about paying die mortgage. 
The coroner, before sum¬ 
ming up at the inquest on 
Tuesday, asked the dead 
man's family if they wanted to 
say anything more. 

Patrick Thompson. 16. then 
said: “My father believed my 
mother was having an affair 
with a work colleague called 
Ken. I heard him challenge 
Mum about iL X found an 
envelope foil of letters and 
gifts from Ken. I am sure 
Dad must have seen them. 
They were love poems, letters, 
cards and presents. 

“My Dad went up to where 
my mother works, at die 
University of Buckingham, 
and accused Ken of sexually 
harassing Mum. I beard a lot 
of arguments and Mum 
admitted die was seeing Ken. 
I am sure what Dad did was 
connected with what was 
happening." Patrick's speech 
was heard in silence by the 
coroner and family, at the 
inquest at Stoke Mandevjffle 
Hospital Aylesbury. When 
her son began speaking, Mrs 
Thompson lotdced at die 
floor. She shook her head 


Rightly as he mentioned the 
relationship. The North 

Buckinghamshire Coroner, 
Rodney Corner, (hen turned 
.to her and asked: “Why didn't 
you mention this when you 
gave your evidence?" She 
replied: “It didn’t seem either 
i m po r t a nt or relevant.” 

Mrs Thompson found her 
husband’s body on January 9 
in the garage of their home 
in North Marston. Bucking¬ 
hamshire. He had died from 
carbon monoxide poisoning 
from car fumes. 

In her evidence. Mrs 
Thompson said her husband, 
a data manager, hu d 
financial worries for a num¬ 
ber of years. “He was always 
worried about the mort¬ 
gage,” she said. “He had his 
own business which earned 
£60,000 a year but when die 
work dried up we had to go 
on-income support” 

Mrs Thompson showed no 
emotion as the coroner asked 
about their fife together. She 
said: “I think the marriage 
would probably have come to 
an end eventually. The feel¬ 
ing had gone on my side and 
be knew that” 

Recording a verdict of sui¬ 
cide, Mr Corner said: “There 
is no doubt that fins marriage 
had been corroding. Mrs 
Thompson developed a 
friendship with someone 
called Ken and ft was obvi¬ 
ously a very dose friendship 
indeed. Mr Thompson pre¬ 
sumed die bad another man 
and the effect on him was 
devastating." 
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Gun-toting drug gangs 
turn town into battlefield 
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By Gillian Bowditch, Scotland correspondent 


”1 


THE once-thriving Victorian 
town of Paisley has become 
the drug centre of the West of 
Scotland as gun-toting gangs 
battle for territorial rights. 

Andrew McLaughlin, 31. 
was shot dead cm the doorstep 
of his home on Tuesday in the 
fifth gun-related incident in 
the area in 48 hours. Yester¬ 
day Strathclyde Police prom¬ 
ised to stamp out a resurgence 
of gun culture in the town. 

Mr McLaughlin, who had 
been watching television In his 
home in Unwood on the 
outskirts of Paisley, went to 
the door after hearing a noise. 
Police believe he was killed on 
the doorstep by up to three 
gunmen. His daughters 
Nicola, 14. and Louise. 13. 
were playing outside. Mr 
McLaughlin's death is being 
linked to drugs and to two 
shootings in Paisley on Sun¬ 
day when two men aged 36 
and 50 were injured, one 
seriously. 

On Monday, in a separate 
incident in the town, a young 
couple and their three-year- 
old son were held hostage in 
their home by an armed man. 
The gunman escaped and the 
couple were in hiding 
yesterday. 

In January a man was shot 


in a drug-rdated incident in 
the town's notorious Ferguslie 
Park estate. Gordon Petrie 
was shot at his home in the 
early morning in what is 
believed to have been mistak¬ 
en identity. Police have not 
ruled out a link between this 
incident and Mr 
McLaughlin's death. 

Residents of Paisley, known 
as Paisley Buddies, have be¬ 
come increasingly alarmed at 
the outbreak of violence in the 
town, which is best known for 
its 19th-century architecture 
and indusuy. Figures to be 
released tomorrow are expect¬ 
ed to show drug-related inci¬ 
dents in the area up by nearly 
50 per cent last year. 

In Victorian times. Paisley 
was a thriving centre manu¬ 
facturing Paisley shawls, 
which were exported to fash¬ 
ionable women all over the 
empire. The thread baron J.P. 
Coats set up his red-brick 
factories on the back of this 
industry and became the main 
benefactor to the town. 

He funded die Coals Memo¬ 
rial Church, the magnificent 
wedding-cake church in the 
town centre, which has be¬ 
come known as the Baptist 
cathedral of Europe. The town 
also boasts a medieval abbey 
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city’s outlying housing estates.. 
"The police are doing a good 


job but their resources are 
stretched," she said. “We have 


and in its heyday supported 
three newspapers. 

Today the thread mills 
stand dilapitated. their win¬ 
dows smashed and their roofs 
stripped of lead. Unemploy¬ 
ment in the town is above the 
Scottish average. A supermar¬ 
ket stands on the site of the 
Chrysler car plant, the last big 
employer in die region to 
dose. 

In the place of legitimate 
industry the drug dealers have 
moved into Paisley, taking 
advantage of the good rail, 
road and air links to other 
parts of the country. 

Irene Adams, the Labour 
MP for Paisley North, who is 
campaigning for extra polic¬ 
ing for the area, points out that 
Paisley is closer to the centre of 
Glasgow than many of the 


to tackle the underlying drugs 
problem." 

Police said yesterday that 
they were in control of the 
streets of Paisley but admitted 
they were disappointed in the 
limited response to Mr 
McLaughlin'S death. Detec¬ 
tive Superintendent Bill Gor¬ 
don. the officer in charge of the 

inquiry, said: "1 am convinced 
that there are members of the 
public who hold vital informa¬ 
tion about this particularly 
brutal incident." 

Chief Superintendent Mich¬ 
ael Currie, divisional head for 
the area, said: “What we are 
now seeing is what appears to 
be a resurgence of the gun 
culture but we remain deter¬ 
mined to deal firmly with this 
problem. High-profile polic¬ 
ing will be evidatt as we 
continue to clamp down on 
criminal activity in Renfrew¬ 
shire.. 

“My message to those mem- 
' bers of the community who 
continue to be involved in 
firearms crime is simple — 
you will be relentlessly hunted 
down. This type of behaviour' 
will not be tolerated." 
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A pygmy hippopotamus named Hope, bora at Edinburgh Zoo last month, paddling 
is vulnerable because of the destruction of rainforests on the wes 


mother. The species 
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Charges for 

Total Amount 

Months 

Deposit 

Credit' 

Payable 

25 

£2j633J)5 

£96837 

£8,54837 


A.P.R. 


10 . 6 % 


The Corsa Merit is surprisingly big. On 
interior space. On economy. And on style. 

In fact, you could say its price is the only 
small thing about it. 

Under our flexible finance plan. Choices 
1+2+3, and after you’ve put down an agreed 
deposit, the Merit starts at just £59 a month in 


year one and £90.86 in year two. The scheme lasts 
for two years and, after that, you have 3 choices. 

1) You can buy your Corsa for the fixed 
price. 2) You can take on another new Vau xhall * 
3) Or simply return it and walk away” 

And to cap it all, every new Corsa Merit 
registered before 31st March 1995 comes with a 


free mobile phone as well as one year’s fully 
comprehensive insurance with our compliments. 

So, if the small car with a big personality is 
starting to look hugely inviting, then phone us 
free on 0800 444 200. Or rush down Choicer 

to your local Vauxhall dealer now. 

THE CORSA FROM VAUXHALL© 


'ices'! 


fuws SSL*™"™ OUOT * mi,s ™om vauxmau. finance, 19 cwo. street 
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Consultants 

reject 

criticism 


Father tells 
why therapy 
was chosen 


By Jeremy Laurance 
HEALTH SERVICES 
CORRESPONDENT 


By Michael Horsnha 


SENIOR consultants yester¬ 
day attacked a claim that they 
were neglecting their duties 
for lucrative private practice. 

The Audit Commission said 
the quarter of consultants with 
the largest private practices 
did least for the NHS. A third 
of consultants missed a tenth 
of their out-patient clinics or 
operating sessions and junior 
doctors were often left' unsu¬ 
pervised for tasks beyond their 
competence. 

Professor Sir Norman 
Browse, President of the Royal 
college of Surgeons, accused 
die commission of exaggerat¬ 
ing from a sample of 20 or 30 
consultants in a dozen hospi¬ 
tals compared with a national 
total of 16,000 in more than 
400 hospitals. 

James Johnson of the BMA 
said: “The main reason for not 
attending out-patient dinks is 
because the management has 
called some sort of manage¬ 
ment meeting." 


The fax number for coupons 
for The Times/Dillons forum 
with Nicholas Negroponte is 
0171-580 7680. 


THE father of the im ye ap 
old girl receiving private- ^ 

treatment forle nkagnria aftrr 

a High Court battle 
plained yesterday why the .. 
family decided to go ahead 
with further chemotherapy."- 
“Anybody who saw her..;', 
today going through hetSfc- " 
therapy and looked afflie'. 
child would have realised!! 
that she’s in no more pajn 
today than she would hm . m : 
been on any other norfcih^ 
day — and she now 
chance," he said. JT ; 

Speaking on GMTV^VBfc-.-' 
father said his daughter was • 
not fully aware of tfrererious- 0 
ness of her illness. “She has 
been gotngta the hospital 
overtire past six weeks or sb 
and " every other day risers 
having -some sort of frdkfr - . 
meat. I said to her would ydu .. 
like to carry on having tharof. ; 
would you like to go throng -■ 
a major block of treatnterit . j 
involving chemotherapy te . r 
cure what you’ve got?... And r 
she said: ‘Yes, I’m quite 
happy with that*." '*■ - 3 

He welcomed the support ‘v 
his daughter had received. ,^ 
“Without the help of tfee~; I; 
press, .without the wave of =:T 
public support I tirink she .- 
would be at home deteripriS . '4 
ing in front of my eyes.* 









t 


Generous 
trade-ins offered 
for old 
credit cards. 
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A FRIEND FOR I.IFF. ~ 
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Law reform I 
chief attacks I 

‘obscure and I 
antique Acts’ I 


HOME NEWS 5 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


MILLIONS of pounds of pub¬ 
lic money is being wasted by 
judges, lawyers and police 
seeking to apply ■'antique, 
obscure and on penetrable" 
criminal laws, the Govern¬ 
ment's law reform body said 
yesterday. 

In its annual report, the 
Law Commission said that 
although speedy procedures 

bad been agreed by Parlia¬ 
ment Cor tackling civil law 
reform, the same machinery 
did pat exist for criminal law. 

Sir Henry Brooke, chair¬ 
man of the commission, said 
much of the criminal law 
such as the Offences Against 
the Persons Act 1861. was 
“garbage". He cited one 
where a man convicted of 
grievous bodily harm went all 
the way to the House of Lords 
and then back to the Court of 
Appeal — “after goodness 
knows how much public 
money" — to have the convic¬ 
tion quashed. That was 
because the Judge had not 
given the jury proper direc¬ 
tions on what was a “com¬ 
pletely out-of-date” law. “Bad 
law wastes money." 

In the past six months. Sir 
Henry added, six criminal 
cases involving cases of 
wounding, actual or grievous 
bodily harm had come before 


Keep civil 
disputes out 
of court 
says lawyer 

By Frances Gibb 

A SEA-CHANGE in the way 
civil disputes are resolved is 
urgency needed to restore 
public access to justice and to 
save a legal system beset by 
delays; a leading lawyer said 
Jastjugfat 

* Lard Alexander pf Wee- 
don. a former Bar-Conned 
chairman and now chairman 
of die National Westminster 
Bank, said that courtroom 
litigation should be a last 
resort Lawyers should re¬ 
solve disputes with the “mint- 
mum of cost and trauma". 

"There is a whole sea- 
change necessary in the ap- 
proadi to dispute resolu¬ 
tion." be said in a lecture at 
the CooncD of Legal Educa¬ 
tion in London. 

“Possibilities includes me¬ 
diation or conciliation, non- 
binding arbitration, mini- 
trials or executive tribunals 
and judicial settlement con¬ 
ferences." 


the Court of Appeal where 
r convictions had bren set aside 

■ because of misdirections by 

the trial judge over what the 
’ law was on self-defence. 

“When you consider that a 
I Crown Court trial costs £7.500 
a day. then for each half hour 
that counsel and the judge is 
bogged down trying to work 
out what the law is. it costs 
£800." 

On top of thar there were 
costs in the Court of Appeal, of 
keeping someone in custody, 
and of the magistrates’ court 
hearing, he said. “I don’t 
blame the judges.” Sir Henry 
said. “I blame Parliament" 
1111? Law Commission had 
published proposals to simpli¬ 
fy the criminal law both on 
offences against the person 
and on the use of force in self- 
defence, but those were still 
awaiting enactment Sir Hen¬ 
ry welcomed the “dramatic" 
change of attitude on civil law 
reform, resulting in a new, 
speedy procedure for Bills to 
go through Parliament 
Sir Henry said that much of 
civil law remained muddled. 
“Large swaths of trust law and 
landlord and tenant law. to 
cite two examples, are antique, 
obscure and impenetrable, 
and the bill for bad law goes to 
those who have to use it" 
Simpler law would save 
legal fees. “English lawyers 
are so accustomed to regard¬ 
ing their journeys through 
English law as if it was G.K. 
Chesterton's rolling English 
road that they do not always 
appreciate that if the law was 
made simpler, their clients' 
bills would be smaller." 

He also urged further proce¬ 
dural reform to clear the 
backlog of parliamentary 
Bills. Parliament should be 
able to receive evidence on 
Law Commission Bills 
throughout the year and not 
only from January to June, as 
happened now. 

Sir Henry said thar Parlia¬ 
ment had always opposed 
putting criminal law Bills 
through a speedy procedure 
because they were often used 
as vehicles for policy issues. 
But an exception could be 
made for Law Commission 
Bills that had all-party sup¬ 
port. “Some way must be 
discovered whereby the needs 
of members of the House of 
Commons can be effectively 
reconciled with the need to 
convert the bedraggled state of 
the criminal law into an 
efficient working tool for law 
enforcement." 

□ The Law Commission 29th 
annual report 1994 (Statio¬ 
nery Office; EL2L801 
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Handel and Hendrix, said to have sold more records 


Pop plaque plan 
rocks classicists 

By Dalya Alberge. arts correspondent 


classical music 
- a discordant 
■ prospect of a 
ted to a pop star, 
gendary as Jimi 
g put up on the 
George Freder- 
Dndon home, 
id at 25 Brook 
: air for 36 years; 
next door, at No 
1960s. 

] House Trust 
the two build- 
seum devoted to 
ins of the great 
are pushing for 
No 23. The 
ts made to Eng- 
by Hendrix’s 
Kathy Etch- 
tie of his biogra- 
Jhapiro. 
who represents 
te, believes that 
s much right to 
Handel- “Th e 
, is fighting for 
Lit up- Hendrix 
of great impor- 
n compare the 
heir own time, 
rded ascutting- 

je. chairman of 


the Handel House Trust, said: 
“We've known for years that 
Hendrix lived in 23. But_ a 
plaque can only be put up with 
the owner's permission." He 
explained that the trust was 
planning to buy the building 
from the Cooperative Insur¬ 
ance Society. 

He added that some men¬ 
tion of Hendrix could perhaps 
go inside the house “or some 
other way". “Personally I’m 
not terribly interested in that 
kind of music, but of course he 
is an important figure in ihe 
history of pop music." 

Ms Etchingham, Hendrix’s 
girlfriend from 1966 to 1969. 
said; "I’m dumbfounded at 
their reaction. Hendrix lived 
at 23. Handel didnt He lived 
next door. Hendrix wrote 
some of his famous scores 
there. I’m shocked by their 
reaction. Hendrix has sold 
more records than Handel. 
He’s more relevant to today’s 
society than Handel." 

A spokeswoman for English 
Heritage said its advisory 
commission had decided such 
a plaque “would be of interest" 
and had written to the Co¬ 
operative Society. 
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Blind bookmaker is held 
in match-fixing inquiry 




By MGG PlULAl IN KUALA LUMPUR 
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A saleswoman waiting for punters yesterday at a lottery shop in Kuala Lumpur 


A BLIND bookmaker who 
has never seen a football 
match and yet makpc £5 
million a month from the 
game was in detention in 
. Kuala Lumpur last night as 
, the scale of illegal betting on 
. the game became dear. 

' Malaysia has been linked 
with allegations that the result 
of English league matches 
have been fixed and leading 
players bribed to lose match¬ 
es. The Malaysian govern¬ 
ment has not named the 50- 
year-old bookie at Che centre 
of a b usiness which is thought 
to be worth at least £1.25 
billion a year in Malaysia 
alone. I.f business in the rest of 
■ South-East Asia is taken into 
account it could be twice thar 
amount. 

The ma-n implicated by the 
inquiry is , thought to have 
mastermind’ed one of the big¬ 
gest soccer bribery scandals in 
the history of the professional 
game. He reportedly used a 
relative's busim^ss premises in 
Kuala Lumpur from which he 
dispatched a team of runners 
w&o bribed peopl-e to cheat in 
matches. The heart of the 
illegal 1 betting ana 1 fixing of 
matched is in Singapore 
where 3 bookmaker recently 


admitted offering a goalkeep¬ 
er £26,000 to fix a match. 

In Malaysia more than a 
hundred soccer players are 
under arrest for their alleged 
roles in match fixing, with 80 
banned from league matches, 
and 22 sent into internal exile. 
At one point the scale of the 
problem was so severe that it 
was feared that the Malaysian 
soccer league might collapse 
but the focus for many re¬ 
mains the FA Carling'Pre¬ 
miership in England. 

An official from Interpol 
arrived in Malaysia yesterday 
to gather further information 
about betting syndicates. 

Malaysian police have be¬ 
gun a dean-up. but they face 
an unenviable task. The su¬ 
perb telecommunication sys¬ 
tem available to bookmakers 
— especially the cellular tele¬ 
phone — keeps them several 
steps ahead of the authorities. 
One police officer said: “We 
only knew how bad it was 
when we began investigating 
it" 

Then the dominoes began 
to fall, as prominent league 
players found themselves de¬ 
tained and shunted into re¬ 
stricted residences in an effort 
to keep them separate from 


the syndicates. But with gam¬ 
bling rife, and the provision 
of albeit illegal services, it 
become difficult to curtaiL A 
Malaysian columnist, 
Tengku Ad nan Mansor, said 
that the syndicates control 
"almost everything connected 
with lucrative sport”. 

A football team manag er 
and a player are currently on 
trial in Singapore charged 
with fixing the result of an 
important match involving 
Singapore in the Football 
Association of Malaysia Pre¬ 
mier League. 

One former football official 
said march fixing was not 
new. "What is, is the emer¬ 
gence of syndicates prepared 
to fix matches." he said. “They 
are well funded, operate be¬ 
hind a screen of‘runners’ who 
collect bets and settle with 
those who win. 

“They have links to the 
underworld and are com¬ 
pletely amoral They moved 
into London as an extension 
of their operations, and the 
fact that football results there 
are widely reported in the 
local newspapers. Also, gam¬ 
bling on the London football 
matches is not allowed in 
Malaysia." 



Until recently you could only buy gas 
from one supplier. Now there is a simple 
alternative, Amerada Hess Gas. 

Amerada who? 

You may well ask. 

The Amerada Hess group of companies, 
active in oil and gas since 1919, is now one 
of the largest producers in the North Sea. 

In fact, in some parts of the world we’re 
a household name, but you’ve probably 
never heard of us. 

However, we’d like to hear from you. 

If your present yearly gas bill is £1,200 or 
more (that’s 2,500 therms or 73,000 kWh 


in technical jaigon) either send us a bill, or 
just send u$ the details with your British 
Gas Customer Ref. No. 

In return we’ll give you an immediate 
quotation for you to compare it with. 

We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised. 
Within a few weeks you could have 
switched to low priced gas from Amerada, 
(no new pipes, no roadworks, no incon¬ 
venience). 

That’s all there is to it All you have to do 
now is pick up the phone and call us on 
0500 001 100, or fill in the coupon. 

The choice is up to you. 


Amerada Hess Gas Limited, F REEP OST, 
Kingsrorwjpon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6BR. 


Co. Name & Title'. 


Address 


Postcode 


TeLNo.. 


Annual Gas Consumption 


.therras/£. 


British Gas Customer Ref. No* _ 

□ Please send me a quotation and further details of 
Amerada Hess Gas Limited- 'If applicable 

r ^ i 

HESS l 

RMERRDR HESS GRS 

CALL 0500 001 100 
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. These d?ays, stress: isanalltoa common 


complaint of people who driw long distances. 


;. •:, The cure, however, is loss lUceiy to be 
fou nd in the, world of m«licijie and more In 
"the world of engineering; y • -; 

'';■ In the-shape of the Mercedes E-ekss. 


Evefyaspect oflt ls>i^gi^d^eli£Qdmsre^ 
the stress diving causes. To.make Journeys, if 

y ’•■The seats, 

giveyourbody^^ also 

fhlnenou^L'hJ la^fe ypdrnilcii/afert;for long:- 


. ’ We havedesig^ to .grve you 

-the greatest possible ^ so 

- yom- eyesibave le^v^rik- to do. ;. 

’. Like all Mercedes, die layout, of the 
interior is simphcity^hs^ T^ are 

easy tp use.The dials are easy to read.;.: 


And while the noise insulation makes it 


quiet;, it won't .be so quiet-that you become 
unaware of how the car is reacting to the 
conditions of die road surface. 



"■ ": : Not surprisingly, all these things make 
the job" of driving a lot easier. 



However, there is another important 
reason why we've designed the E-class this way. 

Stress is a major cause of fatigue and 
research has shown us that fatigue is amajor 
cause of road accidents. 

So if you spend a lot of your tiiie 
driving, the best thing we can prescribe isa 




much shorter journey. - -- i : ' 

To your nearest Mercedes-Benz dealfic. 



Mercedes E-dass.EBgii 
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Vets’ royal college 
cracks down on 
dog tail docking 


HOME NEWS 


MORE than 20 vets have been 
reported to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons for 
flouting rules against the cos¬ 
metic docking of dogs’ tails, it 
emerged yesterday. 

As some 20,000 dogs and 
their owners gather in 
Birmingham for die opening 
day of Cruft's today, the 
college (RCVS) said ft was 
considering redrafting its pro¬ 
fessional code of conduct to 
discipline vets who continued 
to remove tails for cosmetic 


THE cocker spaniel is one of 
the most enduringly popular- 
breeds for British dog lovers, 
holding places in the top ten 
most in both 1908 and 1994. 
In 1908, when 535 dogs were 
registered by the Kennel 
Club in Britain, it was the 
tenth most popular. Last 
year, with 1Z806 registered, 
it came sixth. 

Terriers of various types 
have also proved consistent¬ 
ly popular over the years. 

In 1908 the most popular 
breeds were: 

1 Pomeranian 

2 SmootMiaked fox terrier 

3 Bulldog 

4 Woe-haired fox terrier 
5Roughcolfie 

6 Scottish terrier 

7 Airedale terrier 

8 Irish setter 

9 Pekinese 

10 Cocker spaniel 


By Emma Wilkins 

reasons. While the Kennel 
Chib argues that docking does 
not cause suffering, the RCVS 
regards the practice as an 
unjustified mutilation. 

In 1993. laws came into 
effect that made it illegal for 
anyone other than a vet to 
dock tails. This is the first year 
that dogs that could have been 
protected by the legislation 
will be old enough to be shown 
at Cruft's. 

The RCVS, which says 95 
per cent of vets are abiding by 


In 1994 the most popular 
breeds were: 

1 Labrador retriever 

2 German shepherd 

3 Golden retriever 

4 West Highland terrier 

5 Cavalier King Charles 


6 Cocker spaniel 

7 Yorkshire terrier 

8 English springer spaniel 

9 Boxer 

10 Staffordshire bull terrier 
Fox terriers and Scottish 

terriers have fallen foul of 
fashion trends since the turn 
of the century. While the 
rottweiler failed to make an 
appearance on last year's list 
of the top 20 British breeds, 
this year it has risen to 14. 

One of the most long-loved 
breeds is the Cavalier King 
Charles spaniel. 13th most 
popular in 1906 and now up 
to 5th. 


its guidelines, must show that 
a vet is routinely docking 
before it can begin disciplin¬ 
ary actum. 

Walter Beswick. chairman 
of the RCVS's docking work¬ 
ing party, said that cases were 
difficult to prow. “We are 
currently redrafting our code 
and we are looking very 
closely at the question of 
routine docking,’* he said. 
“The need to prove routine 
docking is causing problems. 
It is unlikely, for example, that 
the person who wants die 
docking done is going to coroe 
forward as a witness.” 

Vets found guilty of routine 
docking would face tough 
disciplinary action, Mr Bes¬ 
wick said. “Sooner or later a 
case is going to come before 
the disciplinary committee 
and we will take vigorous 
action.” 

Despite widespread abhor¬ 
rence at docking among ama¬ 
teur pet owners, the practice 
remains popular with breed¬ 
ers. Mr Beswick said he 
expected a large number of 
show dogs at Cruft's to have 
had their tails docked. 

“It will be interesting to see 
how many of the show breeds 
are undocked. The breeders 
who show customarily docked 
breeds, such as boxers and 
rottweilers, continue to dock 
their tails for no other reason 
except tradition. That really is 
not acceptable.” he said. 

Some breeders are contin¬ 
uing to dock tails illegally — 



■*s Cruft’s supreme champion Buttons, a black and brown Welsh terrier that had been docked, with its 
dler Frank. Kelletti and. right, English springer spaniels shown in undocked and docked styles 


breaking the Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons Act (1991). which came 
into effect two years ago. Mr 
Beswick claimed 

The Kennel Chib, which 
expects to attract a record 
100.000 visitors to Cruft'S this 
year, denied that docking 
caused suffering to dogs. Bri¬ 
an Leonard a dub spokes¬ 
man. said: “This is not a 
welfare issue. It is not against 
the law to dock and it doesn’t 
hurt the animal.” 

According to RCVS surveys 
conducted at vets’ surgeries 
throughout the country, public 
opinion is overwhelmingly 


against docking. About 90 per 
cent of people who filled in 
questionnaires said they were 
against docking, with 81 per 
cent of owners of docked dogs 
saying they were against the 
practice. 

The RCVS considers dock¬ 
ing permissible if the tail is 
damaged or in some cases of 
working dogs, such as gun 
dogs, which might injure theft- 
tails in rough cover. 

Beverley Cuddy, editor of 
Dogs Today, said many show 
judges would not give points 
to dogs with intact tails. “They 
are ignoring the guidelines 


and the Kennel Chib is failing 
to do anything about it.” she 
said. 'The chances are that 
this year's supreme champion 
will be an amputee. It is an 
indefensible practice.” 

Ms Cuddy has formed an 
association called Tail Wag- 
gers Against Docking to link 
between breeders and pet 
buyers who want a puppy 
with an intact tafl. “We find 
people will travel the length of 
file country to find a puppy 
with a tail in a breed which is 
usually docked,” she said. 

Cruft’s, which lasts four 
days, is in its 104th year this 


year. Organisers expects this 
year’s show at the National 
Exhibition Centre to be the 
largest yet 

Today sees die gundog 
group and agility and flyball. 
The working group and obedi¬ 
ence championship (bitches) 
will be tomorrow. The hound 
and terrier groups and obedi¬ 
ence championship (dogs) will 
follow on Saturday. 

The final day is the toy and 
utility groups and the best in 
show to discover this year’s 
supreme champion. 
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Campaign fails to save West Highland sleeper service 


By Jonathan Prynn 
and Gillian Bowditch 

THE high-profile campaign to save 
the West Highland sleeper appeared 
doomed to failure yesterday after 
British Rail announced that it would 
run for the last time on May 28. 
Scottish MPs accused ministers of a 
“grotesque breach of faith” by allow¬ 
ing the loss-making. 94-year-old ser¬ 
vice id be scrapped so quickly. 

Campaigners for the sleeper, 
which links Fort William with 
Euston station in London and is seen 
as vital to the Highland economy, 
plan to challenge the decision in the 


courts because local communities 
were not consulted. 

British Rail said it could not justify 
retaining a service that was losing £3 
million a year at a time of severe 
financial constraints. 

As well as the West Highland 
sleeper, known as the Deerstalker 
Express because of die large number 
of peers and Scottish landowners 
who use it. British Rail is cutting 
ovemighr trains between the West 
Country and Scotland and all 
Motorafl services between England 
and Scotland. The surviving sleeper 
services to Scotland will be restruc¬ 
tured so that two trains a night cross 


the border in each direction instead 
of the present five. 

A spokesman for British Rail said 
that its Anglo-Scottish sleeper ser¬ 
vices. which cany about 200,000 
passengers a year, were die biggest 
lossmakers on die network, requir¬ 
ing a subsidy of £24 million a year. 
The cuts wiQ save £7 million a year, 
including the £3 million cost of the 
West Highland sleeper. 

The 60 British Rail onployees 
based in Fan William said job losses 
would inevitably follow. One said 
that the sleeper was running at full 
capacity, “ft’s choc-a-bloc. Especially 
on a Thursday or Friday night, ills 


impossible to get a berth at present” 
Neil Clark, chairman of Lochaber 
District Council, which has lobbied 
hard to keep the sleeper servioe, said: 
This is devestating news, for 
Lochaber. It is our link with the 
metropolis. The nearest airports are 
Glasgow and Inverness and they are 
80 ami 100 miles away. The decision 
will have a very serious effect on 
tourism and we believe around 20 
jobs will go at British RaiL 
“It makes a sham of the consult¬ 
ation process. When we lobbied in 
Londonjast month we were given an 
assurance by Sir Hector Monro that 
there would be a full and fair 


consultation process. This was 
backed up by Lord James Douglas- 
Hamflton. This Government is de¬ 
void of all moral fibre.” 

Charles Kennedy, the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Ross. Cromarty & 
Skye, said the decision to scrap the 
sleeper and Motorafl services was 
particularly hypocritical, given that 
£4 million is to be paid to consultants 
for advice on franchising. 

“Four million pounds extra can be 
found ten months into the financial 
year to pay off professional advisers 
aid consultants. Yet there is not a 
pinny more for the travelling pub¬ 
lic." he said. 



Kennedy: critical of 
£4m consultants’ fees 


Icy road 
victim gets 
£300,000 

A man who suffered brain 
damage after his car skidded 
on an icy road received 
£300,000 damages in an out- 
ofconrt settlement yesterday. 

Douglas Mailings. 45. of 
Thetfbrd, Norfolk, sued 
Norfolk County Council 
claiming that the road at 
Mundford was not property 
gritted. Mr Mnlfinga a for¬ 
mer mechanical fitter, was on 
his way to work in February 
1988 when his car slid across 
the road and hit an oncoming 
lorry. He was in a coma for 
two weeks and in hospital for 
four months, Norwich 
Crown Court was told. 

‘Surfer 5 inquest 

A boy of 14 died when he 
slipped from a vehicle's bon¬ 
net while “car surfing”. An 
open verdict was recorded on 
Ian Storey of Sunderland, 
who was crushed under the 
wheels of the car, driven by 
his mother’s boyfriend. 

Worker frozen 

An ice cream worker froze to 
death after the door of a 
walk-in freezer slammed shut 
behind him. Paul Edmunds, 
19. was found fay staff arriv¬ 
ing for work at the Haagen- 
Dazs shop in Stratford-upon- 
Avon. 

BR driver hurt 

Doctors removed fragments 
of glass from a train driver's 
eye after a brick was thrown 
through his cab window from 
a footbridge near Northfleet, 
Kent (hiring peak travel time 
on Tuesday evening. Police 
are investigating. 

Cleared man dies 

Pranas McGirl, 39, cleared 
of the IRA murder of Ear! 
Monntbatten In 1979, (tied 
when his tractor overturned 
in BaUinamore, Co Leitrim. 
His co-accused, Thomas Me- 
Mahon, had been jailed for 
fife. 

£166,000 Bible 

A first edition of foe Bible in 
Basque from foe library of 
foe sixth Marquess of Bute 
sold for £166^00 at Christies 
is London. The Bible is one 
of only two dozen that sur¬ 
vived the St Bartholomew’s 
Day massacre of Huguenots. 



and borrowers are locking 


into highly attractive fixed-rate 
mortgages with one free 
telephone call. 


:re is a mortgage war going 
n between lenders who are 
- io attract new business with 
increasing incentives on 
And you die customer can 
sure you win this war. but 
probably need to switch 
rs to do this. 

xh inreresi rates set to 
ise the most sensible of the 
; available today are fixed 
-These provide real financial 
ity. Most lenders are 
asting standard variable 
gage rates at around 9% by 
nd of this year. This means 
1 borrower with a £50.000 
tsi only mortgage would 
w pay out an extra £410 a 
compared with a typical 


set to revolutionise the way people 
obtain mortgages in the UK. It’s 
already happened in Home and 
Motor Insurance. 

One simple 15 minute call to 
First Mortgage Securities is all it 

lakes to find out the best mortgage 

deal for you. Your call is free and 
a friendly professional consultant 
wQl discuss your needs. They can 
answer any questions you may 
have and will let you have a deri¬ 
sion in principle straight away. 
Even the paperwork is dealt with 
over the phone, all you have to do 
is check and sign it. 

Unlike other lenders whoclaim 
to deal direct FMS offers a total 
mortgage service which aims to 
get you the most competitive 



worth of FREE calls 


inc. VAT 




The whole mortgage process can now be handled by telephone 


£ Net monthly payments' 


£50,000 

284.38 

303.33 

34125 

360.21 

379-17 

398.13 


£75,000 

440.63 
470.00 
489.38 
520.75 
558.13 
587JO 
61688 


£ 100,000 

596.88 

636.67 

678.46 

716-25 

756.04 

795.83 

835.63 
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fomam as possible- Thtre is no 
branch to visit 3ud FMS —iH look 
.SoadvohUgo after ihe task of msmteung 

irv without all the a valuer and a solicitor on 
T Arnntakine your behalf. Remortgages can 
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[APR 4.9%) for one and a half 
years to 8.74% (APR 10%) until 
the year2000. They can even offer 
100% loans - one of the few 
companies to do this. Or for 
customers widi more than 25% 
equity they have a completely cost 
free remortgage at 7.99% (APR 
8-5%.luntilJanuary 1998-Fbrihis 
there are no arrangement fees, no 
valuation or legal fees, no 
compulsory insurances and FMS 
will even pay legal disbursements 
up to £250. 

London-based FMS pioneered 
fixed-tale home loans introducing 
them to the UK in 1987 and is at 
die cutting edge of the mongage 
market. Concentrating solely 
on providing mortgages they 
have a strong reputation for 
designing products that really 
meet your needs. 

There are a number of reasons 
why FMS are able io offer such 
great rates. Firstly, they only 
lend io high quality customers 
with good credit records, thus 
reducing the risk of exposure to 
bad debts. And they have very 
low overheads; dearly, by dealing 
direct there is no expensive 


branch network to maintain. 

So don't just think about getting 
a better mortgage, pick up the 
phone now. If you don’t you may 
regret it-by next year. 

The APR is based an a typical 
example of a repayment loan 
of £45,000for a remortgage of 
£60,000for a loan term of 
25 years with a fixed rate of 
interest of 7.99% per annum until 
/ January 1998 and thereafter 
at the equhnlent variable rote 
(assumed to be 7.99% per 
annum). Loan to he repaid after 
300 monthly payments of £351.00 
gross (£3l425net of MIRAS on 
£30.000 at 20%). Total amount 
payable £105,300. Security over 
property and a suitable life 
assurance policy will be required. 
Loans subject to status. Written 
quotations available on request 
First Mortgage Securities, 
Brettenham House. 

14-15 Lancaster Place. London 
WC2E7EP. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK 
IF YOU DO NOT KEEP 
UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER 
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Call now to arrange your 
mortgage direct on freephone 

0500 0500 55 


FIRST 

MORTGAGE 

SECURITIES 
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For your nearest participating Vodafone Centre 

FREECALL 0500 335577 
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Paxman to nurture first fruit of BBC’s strategy for every viewer 



Paxman: no politics 
and no politicians 


By Alexandra Frean 
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

JEREMY PAXMAN is to hosta new 
BBC current affairs discussion pro¬ 
gramme dial will replace Question 
Time during Parliament's summer 
recess. 

Mr Paxman. a Newsnight present¬ 
er. said that the programme would 
not feature politicians. Unlike many 
discussion programmes, guests 
would not be allowed to “drone on 
with their opinions” The People’s 
Debate would talk about issues that 
affect people’s everyday lives, such 
as animal rights, juvenile crime and 
NHS spending. It will not discuss 
party politics. Announcing details of 
the show yesterday. Alan Yentob, 
controller of BBCI. said that it had 


been developed as a direct result of 
the BBCs recently published £2 
milli on strategy review, which iden¬ 
tified a need for more accessible 
programmes that related to people’s 
everyday lives. 

Mr Yentob denied that the pro¬ 
gramme had been offered to Mr 
Paxman, who is widely thought to 
have been the target of an attack on 
“overbearing and sneering" inter- 
viewers launched by John Birt, the 
BBC Director-General, as a consola¬ 
tion prize for falling to win the job as 
chairman of Question Time last 
year. The People’s Debate wfll be 
part of the BBCs £243 million spring 
and summer schedules, which con¬ 
tain fewer repeats than before. Mr 
Yentob said 67 hours of new pro¬ 
gramming had been added to the 


summer schedules at a cost of EB 

mfllKHL 

BBC2 is to screen a drama based 
on the Scott inquiry into the arms-to- 
iraq affair during the week that its 
findings are published in June. The 
piece is based on a play by the 
journalist Richard Norton-Taylor. 

In an anniversary tribute, BBC! 
will screen all the episodes of Fawlty 
Towers, made 20 years ago- Only 12 
episodes about the antics of the 
Torquay hotelier Basil Fawlty, 
played by John Cleese, were made. 
They also starred Andrew Sachs as 
Manuel the Spanish waiter and 
Prunella Scales as Basil's wife Sybil 

Drama on BBC1 this summer 
includes Hamish MacBetfu a com¬ 
edy about a policeman in a High¬ 
land village, and Castles, a 13-part 


family saga produced in association 
with Granada Television. 

Factual programmes indude 
Bamardo's Children, which tells 
file stories of some of the 351X000 
people who were brought up in the 
children's home founded by Dr 
Thomas Bamardo in 1S67. In Island 
Race, the former Beirut hostage 
John McCarthy and the comedienne 
Saudi Toksvig sail around the coast 
of Britain on "a voyage of personal 
discovery”. The journalist W illiam 
Shawcross will present a three-part 
documentary on the Royal Family. 

BBC2 will mark the centenary of 
the trial of Oscar Wilde on April 3 
with an evening of programmes that 
will indude a Timewatch documen¬ 
tary narrated by Wilde’s grandson. 
Merlin Holland in which he search¬ 


es for the dramatist’s true story. 

The fiftieth anniversary of VE-Day 
and VJ-Day will be celebrated by a 
documentary on the corporation’s 
own participation in the war. What 
Did You Do In The War, Auntie? In 
A'ews 45 Sue Lawtey wfll present a 
season of contemporary reporting of 
tiie end of the war. 

□ The BBCs lavish costume dra¬ 
mas Middlemardt and Martin 
Chuxlewit have been nominated for 
14 awards at the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts next 
month. 

The playwright Dennis Potter’s 
last interview with his friend Mdvyn 
Bragg, in which he disclosed that he 
was dying of cancer and spoke of his 
life's work, has been nominated for 
an arts programme award. 








Cleese: anniversary 
outing for Fawlty 


Dentists withdraw 
NHS care from 
800,000 patients 

By Jeremy Laurance, health services correspondent 


DENTISTS have dropped 
more than 800.000 patients 
from their NHS lists in two 
years because they are too 
expensive to treat, according 
to official figures. 

The Liberal Democrats, 
who obtained the figures in 
answer to a parliamentary 
question, said it was impossi¬ 
ble to get NHS dental treat¬ 
ment in some areas as 
increasing numbers of den¬ 
tists were going private. The 
figures show that 829.000 
patients have been deregist¬ 
ered by dentists since 1992 
“because of their dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the remuneration 
system”. In that year, the 
Government cut dentists’ fees 
by 7 per cent after they treated 
more patients than expected. 

Alex Carlile, the party's 
health spokesman, said there 
was a north-south divide, with 
dentists in the South of the 
country ditching their patients 
three times as fast as in the 
North. 

“The South is where den¬ 
tist's overheads are highest 
and where they think they can 
survive easiest by private in¬ 
come. Dentists are telling their 
patients to go private or go 
elsewhere. If people cannot 
afford private treatment they 
are most likely not being 
treated at all." 

The disclosure brought an 
instant response from Gerald 
Malone, the Health Minister, 
who said the Government 
would shortly unveil a shake- 
up in the way dentists were 

Policeman’s 
son jailed 
over guns 

A POLICEMAN’S son was i 
jailed for nine years fay the , 
Old Bailey yesterday for fire¬ 
arms offences. Donvflle Gib¬ 
son, 22, was arrested after 1 
three men fired a pistol and | 
shotgun at two unarmed po- i 
licemen in Highbury, north 
London. 

Gibson, whose father is a 
corporal In the Jamaican 
police force, was acquitted at 
the Old Bailey in August of 
soliciting to murder a police 
officer and attempting to 
murder another. He was 
arrested in a nearby garden, 
where police found guns and 
ammunition, but said he was 

not involved in the shootings. 

Yesterday Gibson, of Fins¬ 
bury Park, north London, 
was found guilty of possess¬ 
ing and using a firearm with 
intent to endanger life and 
having a firearm and ammu¬ 
nition in a public place. 

The shootings happened - 
after a constable and a detec¬ 
tive tried to question a man 
urinating in the street No¬ 
body was hurt 


paid. He said: “1 totally reject 
Alex Car tile's suggestion that 
NHS dentistry is under threat. 
The Government has a clear 
commitment to support it and 
we will shortly be bringing 
forward a framework of pro¬ 
posals for reform of the way 
dentists are paid. Mr Carlile is 
looking for a crisis that does 
not exist 

“Alex Car file claims that one 
patient is deregistered every 
two minutes, bur overlooks the 
fact that 45 patients join a 
dental list in the same two 
minutes. Dental lists are con¬ 
stantly changing when, for 
example, people move or den¬ 
tists retire. Nearly 21 million 
adults and over six million 
children are registered with 
an NHS dentist and there are 
over 15.800 dentists practising 
in the NHS — 500 more than 
two years ago.” 

NHS dental patients pay 80 
per cent of the cost of treat¬ 
ment up to a maximum of 
E250. Children and those on 
benefits are treated free. Many 
NHS dentists have deregist¬ 
ered adult paying patients 
while continuing to treat child¬ 
ren and the poor, who are 
exempt from paymem. 

The worst-hit areas are Kent 
and Gloucestershire, with 
58.000 patients dropped in 
each county since 1992. More 
than 30.000 patients have 
been ditched in a further eight 
counties, all in the South 
except Lancashire. Seven ar¬ 
eas — Barnsley. Bradford. 
Hillingdon. Oldham, 


Sand well, Sunderland and 
Walsall — have not deregist¬ 
ered any patients. John Hunt, 
chief executive of the British 
Dental Association, said: “A 
lot of dentists find it difficult to 
provide a high-quality service 
under the existing fee struc¬ 
ture.” He said 800,000 pa¬ 
tients was only 1.5 per cent of 
, the population. “Many of 
those will have discussed the 
matter with their dentist and 
agreed to go private. As they 
are already paying 80 per cent 
of the cost of their treatment it 
won! make a lot of difference.” 

He said dentists were “des¬ 
perately waiting” for the Gov¬ 
ernment's response to the 
Bloomfield report on the den¬ 
tists’ payment system. The 
report, by Sir Kenneth Bloom¬ 
field, was followed by a Green 
Papa* last July that proposed 
helping those who could not 
afford to pay. “The Govern¬ 
ment invests £900 million in 
the dental service with a 
further £500 million coming 
from patient charges but it is 
not enough to run a compre¬ 
hensive service," Mr Hunt 
said. 

Joe Eisenbeig. who runs a 
dental practice in Blackheath. 
southeast London, said: “I 
have to make £600 a day 
before 1 can eat I nearly went 
bankrupt a few years ago 
because of the current sys¬ 
tem.'* He said he used to run a 
practice treating NHS pa¬ 
tients, “but in the end was 
£50.000 overdrawn so some¬ 
thing had to be done". 



JPs throw doubt 
on Howard’s 
sentence reforms 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent . 


Lady Salisbury inspects the tapestry Winter, woven in 1611, which went on show 
yesterday at Hatfield House, Hertfordshire. The tapestry is one of four from the 
Sheldon School that are said to be the finest English tapestries of their period 


PROPOSALS by Michael 
Howard to give courts the 
power to determine details of a 
community sentence ran into 
immediate difficulty' yesterday 
when magistrates’ leaders ex¬ 
pressed doubts about the 
scheme. 

The Horae Secretary plans 
to abolish non-custodial pen¬ 
alties and to create a single 
community sentence as part of 
a drive to reassure the public. 
A Green Paper, entitled 
Strengthening Punishment in 
the Community, published 
yesterday, says: “Probation 
supervision is still widely re¬ 
garded as a soft option. Al¬ 
though in many cases this 
perception may be miscon¬ 
ceived, it must be addressed.” 

Magistrates would decide 
the type of community punish¬ 
ment and impose extra condi¬ 
tions such as hard physical 
work or attendance on a drug 
treatment course. Probation 
officers would be stripped of 
much of their discretion in 
setting punishments and mag¬ 
istrates would be expected to 
have more involvement in die 
way community sentences 
were supervised by the proba¬ 
tion and social service 
departments. 

Magistrates could specify a 
mix of penalties and condi¬ 
tions designed to match the 
crime and an offender's 
behavioural problems. They, 
would specify the type <jf 
punishment an offender must 
face and impose conditions 
such as attendance at a day 
centre and treatment for alco¬ 
hol or drug abuse. 

Mr Howard said that under 
his proposals a person convict¬ 


ed of criminal damage to a- 
shop could face hard manual 
work and be banned from 
going near the shop. He also 
intended to end the need for air 
offender to consent to a non¬ 
custodial punishment 

But Rosemary Thomson, 
chairman of the 28.000*trang 
Magistrates' Association, 
questioned the practicality of 
her members setting the con¬ 
ditions of community service. 
She said: “We would have 
input in the day-to-day detafl. 
Thai won’t be easy in 
practice.” 

Mrs Thomson said she was 
“agnostic” about the logistics 
of the proposals and added: 
“What I would say to the 
Home Secretary is that if after 
we have it given it our very 
best shot we don't see how it 
will work and we can’t make it 
work, will he please not 
legislate.” 

There had been six criminal 
justice Acts between 1925 and 
1985 but since then there had 
been six more. “We now risk 
the public not understanding 
what the courts are doing and 
if there is too much legislation 
which is not absolutely neces- 
saiy, that will undermine 
public confidence.” 

Harry Fletcher, assistant 
general secretary of the Nat¬ 
ional Association of Probation 
Officers, condemned the pro¬ 
posals as a further assault on 
the probation service. . “The 
Home Secretary is preoccu¬ 
pied with presentation, his 
own image, punishment and 
retribution.” 

□ Strengthening Punishment 
in the Community (Stationery 
Office: £9) 


Astronomers paint chilly 
picture of life on Titan 


By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

TITAN, the largest moon of 
Saturn, is a world of land¬ 
locked oceans full of liquid 
natural gas, the latest theory 
suggests. 

Observations by the Hubble 
space telescope have shown 
that Titan has land and sea 
but that its atmosphere is so 
rich in methane and its tem¬ 
perature so low that the seas 
are thought to consist of 
liquified hydrocarbons. 

The theory has one snag, 
according to a report in 
Nature by Stanley Dermott of 
Florida University and Car! 
Sagan of Cornell. The orbit 
followed by the huge planet 
around Saturn is highly ellip¬ 
tical, which does not fit easily 
with the idea that it has 
continents and oceans, the 
astonomers say. 

The reason is that the gravi¬ 
tational pull of Saturn would 
produce large tides in the 
oceans and tiie friction gener¬ 
ated by these tides would over 


Enceiadus 
SATURN I 
Tethya • 



the billions of years since the 
birth of die solar system have 
tended to mate the orbit more 
circular. 

Dr Dermott and Dr Sagan 
argue that Than cannot there¬ 
fore have a global oceanic 
system, linked together tike 
the Earth's. It could, however, 
have a series of disconnected 
seas and crater lakes full of 
hydrocarbons, they say. 

The theory could be tested 
by further observations, either 
from Hubble or a proposed 


mission to Saturn and Titan 
early next century, which 
would measure the reflection 
from Titan's surface of radar 
and infrared signals which 
can penetrate its thick clouds. 
The difference in reflection 
from different areas would 
show how much was sea and 
how much land. 

An alternative explanation 
does exist — that the highly 
elliptical orbit of Titan is due 
. to a fairly recent impact with a 
big object from outer space. 


Bats denied 
prey by new 
street lights 

. By Our Science 
Editor 

THE replacement of old 
street lights could be bad 
news for bats. Two studies 
have shown that bats prefer 
to hunt around mercury- 
vapour lamps, which emit 
light that attracts moths and 
other insects. The newer sodi¬ 
um lamps do not act as lures 
for insects. 

Working in the Dee valley 
in Scotland, Jens RydeO. a 1 
Swedish scientist from Lund 1 
University, has shown that 
pipistrelle bats duster on 
roads with mercury-vapour 
lamps at a density of 3.1 per 
kilometre, ten times greater 
than along unlit roads or 
roads with sodium lamps. 

He found similar results 
in southern Sweden. Dr 
RydefTs technique, reported 
hi New Scientist, is to drive 
along roads with an ultrason¬ 
ic detector tuned to the fre¬ 
quencies that bats use to 
locate their prey, counting the 
number he passes. 


Scientific brainwave quells 
pain of noisy neighbours 

By Nick Nuttall. technology correspondent 


TECHNOLOGY is at hand to 
put an end to the scourge of 
noisy neighbours. British re¬ 
searchers are developing a 
system that will neutralise tiie 
low. pounding vibrations of 
bear music pumping out of 
next door’s hi-fi late at night 

Over the past four years, 17 
people have been murdered or 
have committed suicide be¬ 
cause of noise pollution. Ac¬ 
cording to studies by 
environmental health officers, 
millions more are blighted by 
noise and many councils do 
not have the resources to bring 
prosecutions. 

The new development could 
make beat music as inoffen¬ 
sive as the distant rumble of a 
train. The scientists, who have 
been given more than 
£100.000 in funding from the 
Government’s Engineering 
and Physical Science Research 
Council, are adapting sound 
suppressant technology used 
in planes and sports cars. 

Modem propeller aircraft 


such as tiie Saab 2000, are 
now fitted with active sound 
systems based on develop¬ 
ments at Southampton Univ¬ 
ersity. About 36 hidden 
microphones, which sense the 
plane's engine noise, are 
linked to a computer pro¬ 
grammed with the acoustics of 
the passenger cabin. The com¬ 
puter controls 18 hidden 
speakers that emit sounds 
designed to cancel the power¬ 
ful hums that would make a 
flight intolerable. 

Lotus Engineering, in co¬ 
operation with the Southamp¬ 
ton team, has developed a 
similar system for sports cars. 
Because sound comes in 
waves, a mirror image of the 
wave noise — an antiphase 
signal — cancels out both. 

Frank Fahy, Professor of 
Engineering Acoustics at the 
university's institute of sound 
and vibration, said yesterday: 
“Inconsiderate neighbours 
playing their audios at a high 
level is becoming an increas¬ 


ing problem. A very substan¬ 
tial proportion of this is 
caused by beat music. .. 

"TVe have been successful 
using active control with aero¬ 
planes and cars so trying to 
tackle noisy neighbours 
seemed a natural extension.” 

The team is studying the 
acoustics of the average flat 
and semi-detached house, and 
will site microphones and 
speakers in test rooms. Rtr 
the anti-noise system to work, 
neutralising sounds need tobe 
fed into all parts of the reran 
and matched precisely with 

the output of the hi-fi. 

Professor Fahy said beat 
music lent itself to neut¬ 
ralising noise technology. like, 
aircraft or engine noise, tiie 
offending bass notes are low- 
frequency sounds. The music 
is also repetitive and predict¬ 
able, unlike classical musi c. 
“If your noisy neighbour is 
into classical music like 
Rachmaninov, this won’t 
work, ft is too random." 


3 Daily Nonstops From Heathrow To Chicago 


> 3 -V 
• * 




Service begins 3 April. 


For reservations and information, call your travel agent or American Airlines on 0181 572 5555 or 
0345 789789 (outside London). For holiday packages, call American Holidays on 0181 577 9966. 
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Tory chairman’s allegation sets tone for a bruising election campaign 


Hanley claims Labour 
local authorities 
‘tend to be corrupt’ 

By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 


*mi 


JEREMY HANLEY, the Tory 
parly chairman, was at the 
centre of another political 

dispute yesterday after claim¬ 
ing that Labour councils were 
generally corrupt 

. Launching the party’s local 
election campaign, Mr Han¬ 
ley set the tone for what looks 
likely to be one of the dirtiest 
battles for some years. He 
announced that the Tories 
would expose Labour’s “rotten 
boroughs" during the run-up 
to the elections on May 4, and 
dec l a r ed: “Labour local gov¬ 
ernment tends to be corrupt." 

The comment sparked a 
furious response from Labour 
while John Glimmer, the En¬ 
vironment Secretary, ap¬ 
peared to distance himself 
from it Mr Hanky refused to 
retract the words when chal¬ 
lenged later, merely adding: 
“There is a lot of corruption 
among Labour councils and 
even die Labour Party admits 
it" 

Last December Rod Rich¬ 
ards, a junior Welsh minister, 
was forced to apologise after 
suggesting that Welsh Labour 
councils were “fundamentally 
corrupt". Frank Dobson, the 
Shadow Environment Secre¬ 
tary, called A»- a similar 
retraction from Mr Hanley. 

However, a senior Tory 
party spokesman insisted that 
there would be “no retreat and 
no retraction" A press notice 
released hastily yesterday af¬ 
ternoon said that the forth¬ 
coming campaign would dem¬ 
onstrate the truth of Mr 
Hanley’s words. 

The release identifies six 
councils where it is claimed 
that "illegal anti-competitive 
practices and fraud" have 
taken place: Lambeth. Harin¬ 
gey. Derbyshire. Monklands. 
Birmingham and Tameside. 
“We are extremely happy to 
have a row over the issue.” the 


spokesman said. "All the evi¬ 
dence shows that the party of 
sleaze in local government is 
the Labour Party." 

Mr Hanley’s remarks flew 
in the face of advice from Mr 
Gummer. who had earlier 
criticised Labour for seizing 
upon allegations against 
Westminster council, where 
the Tories are being investi¬ 
gated over allegations of sell¬ 
ing homes for votes. 

"I believe people are inno¬ 
cent until proven guilty." Mr 
Gummer said. In television 
interviews later he pointedly 
refused to endorse Mr Han¬ 
ley’s remarks but instead fo¬ 
cused on Birmingham, the 
centre of recent "grants for 
votes" allegations and which 
was the subject of a Commons 
debate yesterday. 

Mr Dobson demanded that 
Mr Hanley withdraw “his 
disgraceful slur" immediately 
and pointed to the Tories* own 
local government record. 
“What he says comes ill from 
the chairman of the Tory party 
when they have consistently 
washed their hands of taking 
any action over the disgraceful 
behaviour of Tory-controlled 
Westminster." 

If Mr Hanley had evidence 
to support his allegations he 
should take it to the police, he 
said. “To withhold such evi¬ 
dence is indefensible. But if. as 
I suspect, be has no evidence 
of corruption and is merely 
indulging in smears and innu¬ 
endo, the diairman of the Tory 
party should be ashamed of 
himself." 

Mr Hanley has been in¬ 
volved in a series of gaffes 
since he took over as party 
chairman last summer. Soon 
after his appointment he pre¬ 
empted the Prime Minister by 
saying he would stay in his 
post until the next election. 
Later he described a riot at a 


Council accused 
of buying votes 

with public funds 


By James Landale 


SENIOR Tory MP accused 
labour-controlled Birm- 
ham City Council yester- 
/ of using public money for 
itical aids. Dame Jill 
ight, MP for Edgbaston, 
i die Commons that the 
mey was bong used in "a 
itant attempt to buy votes” 
fhe charge followed recent 
egations that party mero- 
-s had been allowed to jump 
cues for housing redevetop- 
mt grants in return for 
musing support for a candi- 
re to replace Roy Hattersky. 
r MP for Sparkbrook, who 
standing down at the next 
ction. Labour has suspend- 
four local parties in Birm- 
jham and launched an 
emal investigation. Dame 
l. opening a short back- 
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boxing match as “exuber¬ 
ance”. He caused further em¬ 
barrassment (»i a day when 
Kenneth Clarke announced a 
rise in interest rates by saying 
that he did not want to see any 
further increase. 

A Labour spokesman said: 
“This is another nail in Mr 
Hartley’s coffin. On the open¬ 
ing day of tiie campaign 
Cabinet ministers are distanc¬ 
ing themselves from his latest 
gaffe at every opportunity." 

Mr Hanley refused to make 
any predictions over the out¬ 
come of the council elections, 
refusing even to rule out the 
possibility that the Tories 
would come third, behind the 
Liberal Democrats. "1 am not 
in any way forecasting the 
result I regard that as sterile.” 

A recent survey for BBCl'S 
On The Record showed the 
Tories losing 1.350 seats and 
being pushed into third place. 
'They now hold about 7,000 
seats in England and Wales, 
compared with Labour's 
9.200. 
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Heath urges end 
to question time 
shouting match 

By James Landale, political reporter 
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PRIME MINISTER’S ques¬ 
tion time has descended into a 
“hideous shouting match” in 
the eyes of the public and. 
should be reformed; Sir 
Edward Heath said yesterday. 

Sir Edward, who is Father 
of the House of Gammons, 
told the Commons Procedure 
Committee that Prime Minis¬ 
ters Questions (PMQs) had 
changed enormously during 
his 45 years in Parliament and 
had become so controversial 
that every day had become 
election day. “The whole level 
of the proceedings has lowered 
and I have absolutely no doubt 
that has been true in the public 
mind too,” he told the commit¬ 
tee; which is examining pos¬ 
able changes to PMQs. 

“I don’t think the public 
regard it any longer as a 
revelation on television of the 
proper purposes of Govern¬ 
ment They do regard it as a 
hideous shouting match in 
which each side is trying to 
abuse the other." 

The first question, which 
usually asks the Prime Minis¬ 
ter about his official engage¬ 
ments that day. should be 
scrapped. Sir Edward said, 
and a substantial question put 
in its place. The Prime Minis¬ 


ter and his office should have 
at least 72 hours to prepare an 
answer so that a proper and 
serious response could be 
given. 

Sir Edward, who was Prime 
Minister between 1970 and 
1974, said: "PMQs should be a 
serious examination of the 
major problems of the day on 
which the Prime Minister 
should be concerned, and* it’s 
nothing like that today ... I 
don't think that members are 
asking for information or 
seeking it What they are 
trying to do is strike a point for 
their own side." 

He said that while he 
supported the televising of 
Parliament it had made 
PMQs too theatrical and that 
was “thoroughly bad”. It had 
made PMQs less respected 
across the world. 

However, he doubted 
whether the system would be 
changed. "All you have to do is 
get the House of Commons to 
accept it and obviously that 
won’t happen.” 

He also attacked the num¬ 
ber of questions planted by 
Government whips who told 
backbench MPs to raise spe¬ 
cific subjects. "We never had 
planted questions," he said. 


lor to repair his home. This, 
she said, “certainly appears to 
be a blatant attempt to buy 
votes". She added: “It* pretty 
sleazy to buy votes with your 
own money. It’s very sleazy 
indeed to buy them with 
public money." 

Roger Godsiff, Labour MP 
for Birmingham Small Heath 
whose seat disappears at the 
next ejection, said that tiie 
a l l e g ati ons in The Observer 
linking him to the distribution 
of grants, each worth up to 
£20.000, were not true. 

The article suggested that 
Labour supporters had been 
given advice on how to fill out 
a form enabling them to jump 
the queue for housing grants. 
Mr Godsiff said he wo^d 
make no apology for hdflRg 
any constituents to receive 
their legal entitlements to 
housing grants. “It is their 
right, and if in doing so I 
offend some people on the city 
council because it causes prob¬ 
lems with their system, then 
I’m sorry." ■ 

Frank Dobson, the Shadow 
Environment Secretary, said 
that Labour condemned 
wrongdoing wherever it occ¬ 
urred. "I don’t know, and I 
t hink no one in this House 
knows, whether _ there has 
been wrongdoing in Birming¬ 
ham." he said. “If there has 
been, it will be rooted out" 

He said that after tiie allega¬ 
tions Labour had made an im¬ 
mediate report to the district 
auditor and the police and 
begun an internal investiga¬ 
tion. This contrasted with the 
failure of any Tory to utter "a 
single harsh word" against 
councils such as Wandsworth 
and Westminster, which had 
faced similar allegations. 

Sir Norman Ffctwler. MP for 
Sutton Coldfield, said that 
Labours inquiry proved that 
it believed there was a case to 
be answered. Bui the public 
would not be satisfied withan 
internal investigation. “They 
must be satisfied these 
charges will be thoroughly, 
independently and fearlessly 
investigated," he said. “There 
must be no cover-up and no 

smokescreen." 
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WE EXPLORE. 

WE GENERATE. WE DISTRIBU 

WE EVEN MAKE 
THE TEA AND DO THE 
WASHING UP. 






' We re now exploring m 
some or the most remote 
regions in the world. 

We are involved in gas 
production in places as rat 
apart as Morecambe Bay" 
and the Gulf of Thailand. 

We are developing new 
teohniques and t ech.no logy. 
We are exploiting a more 
efficient.method of power 
generation and putting it 
into practice utilising the 


world's cleanest fossil hiel 
And we're supplying over 
twenty million homes and 
businesses, .from. Bristol to 
Buenos Aires. 

As the world's leading 
international gas company 
with: complete 'drill bit to 
burner tip' capability, we 
•'have developed a unique 
range of skills and experi¬ 
ence covering every aspect 
of the gas business. This 
unrivalled expertise allows 


British Gas to focus on 
and take advantage o i the 
best opportunities where 
ever we find them. 

Because of this, many 
important contracts have 
resulted, not only for our¬ 
selves, but for hundreds or 
other British companies. 

Since 1986, domestic- 
customers. Jr Britain have 
benefited from a 21 % tail 
in the price ot gas in real 


terms before VAT. During 
recent years usage of gas 
has grown to account for 
nearly '50A ot total energy 
consumption in. the UK, 
excluding transport. 

And with gas taking an 
ever increasing share of 
the world energy market 
no one is better prepared 
tor the future. 
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British Gas * 
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Plan your 
lump 
sum Just 

ets 
lumpier 
and 

lumpier. 


TSB’s new Tax Free Savings Plan is ideal for 
anyone with a lump sum of up to £6,000 to invest. 

It’s a PEP that guarantees the tax man won’t get 
his hands on your money however much it grows. 

And since TSB is the UK’s fourth largest PEP 
provider* you’ll know that your money is well 
looked after. 

With the tax year ending on April 5th, you 
should apply now. 

For more information simply call into your local 
branch, send off the coupon or ring anytime on the 
number below. 

Ring 0 0500 758 400 

TSB Tax Free Savings Plan fef i unit trust based PEP. The value 0 f units and income <Mn them can go down 
as well as up and Is not guaranteed. On selling units you may receive less than yoor original investment. 
Full written details are available Iron TSB Unit Trusts Ltd, Charlton Place, Andover. Hampahire SP10 IRE. 
References to taxation are based on our understanding! of current legislation and Inland Revenue practice as at 6.3.95. 
Tax legislation is always liable to changes and cannot be foreseen. The effect of taxation and relief available will 
depend on the financial circumstances of the individual investor. TSB Unit Trusts Ltd is regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and la a member of IURO. Ihe Association ol Unit Trusts and Investment Funds and the TSB 
Marketing Group. Not available in the Channel Islands and late of Man. ’Source: Best Investment Research Ltd. 
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Tax Free Savings Plan 
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We want you 


Surname: (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


First Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 
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Enrique Davila Gonzhlex, the Spanish skipper, right, consults his lawyer during a court appearance in Newfoundland. He has been released on bail 


EU claims victory over 
Canada in halibut war 

From Wolfgang MGnchau in Strasbourg, and Michael Binyon. diplomatic editor 


THE European Union last 
night declared victory in the 
fishing war with Canada, after 
the Canadian authorities un¬ 
conditionally released the 
Spanish trawler, captured last 
week by Canadian gunboats 
in international waters. 

Canada’s gesture in the 
conflict over die Greenland 
halibut has opened die door 
for a round of multilateral 
negotiations, due to take place 
in Brussels next week, about 
fishing rights and the share- 
out of fishing quotas in the 
northwestern Atlantic. 

The announcement was 
made last night by Emma 
Bonino, the European Fisher¬ 
ies Commissioner, who called 
the release of the Estai “a 
vindication of die stance taken 
by the European Commission 
and the Council of Ministers’'. 
In a^statement unlikely to be 
appreciated in Ottawa, she 
said that “the Canadians are 
trying to be reasonable again". 

The release of the Estai was 
the key condition, imposed by 
the EU. for the resumption of 
political dialogue with Cana¬ 
da. The Canadians had ful¬ 
filled die other condition, the 
release on bail of die Estate 
captain and crew. Signora 
Bonino said: "I can confirm we 
will begin the multilateral 
discussions, and I hope it will 
be a first step to solve the 
tensions." She insisted this did 


not mean that the EU recog¬ 
nised the legitimacy of the 
Canadian law, under which 
its authorities seized the Estai 
in international waters. 2*15 
nautical miles off the coast of 
Newfoundland. 

Signora Bonino said that 
the EU did not offer any 
concessions in return for the 
release of the Estai. She said 
that no undertaking had been 
given that Spanish boas 
would stop fishing for Green¬ 
land halibut in the area. 

Britain hinted yesterday 
that the compromise had been 
helped by die active interven¬ 
tion of Douglas Hurd, the 
Foreign Secretary, who an¬ 
nounced that he had tele¬ 


phoned his Canadian and 
Spanish counterparts. Andre 
Oueflet and Javier Solana, to 
urge diem both to proceed 
through negotiations. 

The dispute had put Britain 
in a difficult position as public 
opinion favoured the Canadi¬ 
ans. but the Government felt 
obliged to support an EU 
partner. Officials were wary of 
suggesting that Mr Hurd had 
plat ed a role as mediator, but 
it was dear that he had 
pressed hard for compromises 
in Madrid and Ottawa. 

Mr Hurd said in a state¬ 
ment in London that the goal 
must be 10 conserve fish stocks 
effectively to allow fishermen 
from the EU and Canada a 


Trawlers plunder seas 

- B*j Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 

jfIXt 

THE world's fishing fleets are estmrared at 120 million 
causing far more damage to tonnes a year, is leaving too 
fish stocks and the wildlife few fish behind to breed or to 
that depend on them than had feed marine animals, indud- 
previousiy been supposed, re- ing whales and birds, 
search stows. Professor John Beddington. 

Scientists have calculated of Imperial College London's 
that a third of the primary Centre for Environmental 
productivity of the earth’s key Technology, said yesterday 
fisheries is being creamed off that there was no hard and 
by trawlers and factory fishing fast rule about a sustainable 
ships. Primary production is a harvest, “but it seems to me 
measure of the oceans’ ability fairly unlikely that the esti- 
to turn sunlight into food. mates being reported in this 

The intensity of the fishing, research can be sustained". 


viable future. "Both sides 
should avoid action which 
makes a solution more diffi¬ 
cult ... We will continue as a 
member of die Common¬ 
wealth and the EU to urge 
forward solutions to the im¬ 
mediate difficulties and to 
work towards an outcome 
acceptable to all." 

in a speech earlier to the 
European Parliament Signo¬ 
ra Bonino responded to Cana¬ 
dian claims that the Estate 
catch was mainly made up of 
small fish by saying that the 
Canadians "ignored that there 
is no Nafo {Northwest Atlantic 
Fishery Organisation] limit on 
ihe size of the fish ... It is 
unacceptable that the Union is 
turned into a scapegoat 
because the Canadians have 
failed to manage their own 
resources effectively." 

She added that- Canada - 
acted out of pure economic 
self-interest, and that the issue- • 
of conservation was being 
used as a mere smokescreen. 

The Commission received 
wholehearted support from 
the main sections in the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament The Euro¬ 
pean Peoples’ Party, which 
also includes a tiny group of 
Tory MEPS, said the issue was 
"to what extent one can violate 
international law with impu¬ 
nity. Canada's action imperils 
the interests of all the coun¬ 
tries of the union”. 


Diary of 
rebel 
with a 
cause 

from Ben Macintvre 

IN NEW YORK 

IT MAY sound like some¬ 
thing out of Monty Py¬ 
thon, but The Motorcycle 
Diaries of Che Guevara 
wiB soon reach bookshops 
on both sides of the Atlan¬ 
tic. It reveals the South 
American revolutionary as 
a youthful renegade with a 
taste for the. open road,- 
targe quantities of alcohol 
and his friends’ wives. 

The diary was written by 
Argentinian-born Ernesto 
Che Guevara when he was 
23. and recounts a wild 
tour of South America in 
1951—a sort of Easy Rider 
meets Das Kapital 

-The journal has hifhero 
remained secret, since it 
depicts'<: the celebrated 
guerrilla leader and ally of 
Fidel Castro, the Cuban 
leader, as a rebel of a 
rather different stamp. 

During his year-long 
tour, the lusty young Che 
seduces the wife of one of 
his best friends, drinks 
copious amounts of red ' 
wine and manages to over¬ 
sleep while working as a 
fireman, with the result 
that a house burns dawn. 

The book will be pub¬ 
lished in May. . v. 


Republicans bring 
in plan to cut taxes 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 


REPUBLICANS yesterday 
moved forward with legisla¬ 
tion to bring about America’s 
biggest tax cuts in nearly 15 
years. But formidable obsta¬ 
cles are ahead, including bow 
to finance them — the Demo¬ 
crats daim the proposals will 
enrich the wealthy at the 
expense of the poor. 

The Republican plan would 
cut taxes by $189 billion (£120 
billion) over five years, with a 
middle-class reduction in tax 
liability of $500 for each child 
under 18 and other benefits. 
Newt Gingrich, the House 
Speaker, said the intention 
was to help families and boost 
economic growth. He insisted 
that toe cuts could be paid for 


by spending reductions and 
without adding to the budget 
deficit. How is not dear, but 
severe pruning is proposed for 
social programmes for toe 
poor. 

In addition to congressional 
Democrats’ objections, the Bill 
sent to the House by its Ways 
and Means Committee yester¬ 
day faces opposition from 
Republicans in toe Senate, 
who are not convinced that the 
budget can be balanced if 
there are tax cuts, and from 
President Clinton, who would 
exercise his veto. , 

Mr Gingrich conceded the 
difficulties yesterday when he 
said: "This is going to be a 
very demanding Bill." 
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Send to: TSB Bank pic, 

PO Box 758, Tredegar Park, Newport , Gwent NPl 9YZ. 


St James 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

in Central London 
it pleased to announce > full fee 

SCHOLARSHIP 

for September 1995 

T his Scholarship is offered to any boy currently enrolled in 
an English School who will be aged between 10 and 12 
on 1st September 1995. The award would be continued from 
year to year up to GCSE. Examinations will be held this month 
with a view to selecting a candidate. The selection cummitec’s 
decision shall be final. Parents of applicants should apply 
in writing to Headmaster, St James Independent School 
for Boys. 61 Ecdeston Square, London SWlV 1PH or 
telephone 0?1 8340471. 
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Iran trade curbs 
urged in fight to 
end Rushdie fatwa 

By Michael Binyon. diplomatic editor 


CHRB HARRIS 


THE 34-nation Council of 
Europe yesterday voted unani¬ 
mously to insist that European 
governments reject any closer 
trade or political relations 
with Iran until Tehran lifts the 
fatwa against Salman 
Rushdie. 

The writer, who emerged 
from hiding to address the 
Parliamentary Assembly in 
London, was told by Miguel 
Martinez, the president of the 
assembly: “You represent the 
values that the Council of 
Europe stands for." 

Fellow parliamentarians 
said the Rushdie case was 
about more than just one 
individual: it was a human 
rights issue that affected all 
governments, especially mem¬ 
bers of the Council. 

Mr Rushdie said he did not 
need the sympathy of the 
assembly: he needed its soli¬ 
darity. He was caught in a 
battle between freedom of 
speech and terrorist fanati¬ 
cism, and saw himself less as a 
victim than as a combatant 
Sharply denouncing Britain 
for what he saw as govern¬ 
ment passivity in failing to put 
more pressure on Iran, Mr 
Rushdie told the assembly it 


was “incomprehensible’’ that 
his case had gone on so long. 
He said it was six years since 
Iran had attempted a n act of 
state terrorism. 

There was ample evidence 
of Tehran’s involvement in 
political assassination- Yet 
apart from declarations of 
support for him. nothing had 
been done. Business was pro¬ 
ceeding as usual. 

“If we do not care. I wish we 
would just say so. Let’s not 
pretend that our values are 
different If we do think that 
this is a fundamental chall¬ 
enge to our values, let's do 
something about it. Now we 
have the worst of both 
worlds." 

Mr Rushdie said Iran's 
government was weak, un¬ 
popular at home and beset by 
economic difficulties. It was 
not impervious to pressure. 
Yet the West had not put 
pressure on it He said Brit¬ 
ain's attitude appeared to be 
that nothing could be done 
until the regime changed. 

Mr Rushdie several times 
thanked die Government and 
police for protecting him. But 
he said it had no idea how to 
end the situation. By contrast. 


he singled out Norway as a 
country which had taken a 
tough line, refusing to send an 
ambassador back to Tehran 
until the fatwa was lifted. 

Mr Rushdie said his surviv¬ 
al for six years since AyatoDah 
Khomeini's incitement to his 
murder had led people to 
think the fatwa was not real, 
or was losing its force. 

However, he said, ft was 
real not a theoretical threat; 
his Japanese. Italian and 
Turkish translators and pub¬ 
lishers of The Satanic Verses 
had been killed or wounded. 
They, and the booksellers who 
still stocked the books, were 
the real victims and real 
heroes in the confrontation 
with terrorism. 

The motion of support for 
Mr Rushdie comes in the 
wake of growing concern in 
the Council of Europe over 
Muslim fundamentalism and 
die increase in threats to 
writers, intellectuals, and 
those with links to the West. A 
report on his case, debated 
yesterday, said his was not an 
isolated one. 

“In countries where Muslim 
fundamentalists hold sway, 
hundreds of people are perse- 



Salman Rushdie: attacked the Government fra* failing to put pressure on Tehran 


cuted in similar ways for their 
views." it said. “The Assembly 
condemns such acts as consti¬ 
tuting grave violations of the 
right to freedom of thought 
and expression guaranteed by 
Articles 9 and 10 of the 
European Convention on Hu¬ 
man Rights.” 

Speakers yesterday told of 


the growing threat to human 
rights in Algeria, and cited die 
case of Taslima Nasreen as 
evidence that fundamentalist 
terrorism was active else¬ 
where. They insisted that die 
Council had no quarrel with 
Islam, or that there was any¬ 
thing inherently intolerant in 
that religion. But they said 


that no one should ignore the 
fact that it was in fundamen¬ 
talist Islam' that the greatest 
threat now lay. The two-day 
Parliamentary Assembly also 
condemned die sacking of 
Sergei Kovalyov as the Rus¬ 
sian Human Rights Commis¬ 
sioner, and voted to send 
observers to Chechenia. 


German strategist joins 
battle for Chancellor 


From Roger Boyes 
IN BONN 

THE first shot in the battle to 
succeed Helmut Kohl as the 
German Chancellor was fired 
yesterday by Wolfgang Scha¬ 
uble, his right-hand man and 
an influential conservative 
strategist 

Herr Schauble, 53. is the 
parliamentary floor leader of 
the ruling Christian Demo¬ 
crats and regularly launches 
initiatives on both domestic 
and European policy in an 
attempt to lift the Bonn Gov¬ 
ernment out of its daily grind. 
Under normal circumstances 
the Swabian would be regard¬ 
ed as the natural successor to 
the Chancellor, who has 
promised that he will not 
stand for re-election in 1998. 
But Herr Schauble has been 
paralysed from die waist and 
confined to a wheelchair since 
he was attacked by a mentally 
disturbed man in 1990. That 
has tended to discount Herr 
Schauble from the leadership 
stakes. 

In Stem magazine yester¬ 
day Herr Schauble. who is the 
champion of a “hard core" 
federal Europe, emphasised 
that his physical handicap 
would not restrict his political 
effectiveness at the top. Any 
doubt that this was Herr 
Schauble’s way of throwing 
his hat in the ring was 
dispelled when die Christian 
Democrat press office took the 
unusual step of printing and 
distributing the interview in 
full two days before publica¬ 
tion. “My body has adapted 



Schauble: handicap no 
bar to leadership 

over die years to the injuries. I 
move more in the fresh air. I 
have a special bicyde that I 
use a lot And I came through 
the election year [1994J in 
much better form than expect¬ 
ed." He emphasised that be 
was in no hurry to replace the 
German leader. “On the other 
hand if I weren't able to cope 
with political leadership then I 
wouldn’t be fulfilling my 
present job as chairman of the 

parliamentary party.” 

If Herr Kohl keeps his 
promise to step down before 
the next parliamentary elec¬ 
tions in 1998. he would have to 
hand aver the baton at least a 
year earlier. After 16 years of 
Helmut Kohl, the party will 
need time to build up a 
credible successor. The chan¬ 
cellery has subtly altered 
course in anticipation of a 
handover. 

It is focusing on two areas: 
building up an election mach¬ 
ine that can be taken over by 


another driven and on mak¬ 
ing a success (as defined by 
Bonn) of the Inter-Govern¬ 
mental Conference in 1996. 
The election calculations may 
seem premature but some 
changes demanded by the 
German leader — reforming, 
for example, the public tele¬ 
vision network that has often 
beat critical of the Chancellor 
— need time. 

The Maastricht followup 
Conference meanwhile has 
been declared a top priority. 
“It will be the Chancellor’s 
great diplomatic swansong, 
and one of his prime claims to 
a role in history." said a 
diplomat who has been ana¬ 
lysing the shifting agenda of 
the chancellery. 

Herr Schauble maybe the 
first in the field—and even the 
Chancellor's favourite — bur 
other candidates are starting 
to jostle for position at the 
starting blocks. Kurt Bieden- 
kopf. the Saxony Prime Minis¬ 
ter who is a Christian 
Democrat economics profes¬ 
sor with a lively mind, has set 
up a commission with the 
Bavarian Prime Minister. Ed¬ 
mund Stoiber, to analyse the 
future of Germany. 

Another contender is Volker 
Ruhe. the Defence Minister, 
who has understood that die 
Chancellor’s departure from 
the stage will leave a huge 
foreign policy vacuum. He 
has been using his ministerial 
post to take on the mantle of 
key foreign policy strategist, 
much to the irritation of the 
real Foreign Minister, Klaus 
Kinkel. 


Toll in 
Turkish 
clashes 
climbs 

Istanbul: Police clashed with 
Alawite demonstrators for a 
fourth day yesterday, leaving 
four people dead and 20 
injured in the latest violence 
stemming from an attack on 
the moderate Muslim com¬ 
munity. 

The dashes, which began 
on Sunday on the European 
side of foe Bosphorus and 
have left more than 20 dead, 
spread yesterday to Umran- 
iye. a district on the other side 
of the straits, which .has 
pockets of Alawite resufcnis. 
Authorities imposed a curfew 
(Hi three streets in the jupa 
and one street in an adjacent 
neighbourhood. ’ ■■ 3HT 

The trouble started when 
police intervened to stop dem¬ 
onstrators from marching on 
a cultural centre, the semi¬ 
official Anatolian news agen¬ 
cy said. 

The four days of violence 
stems from an attack last 
Sunday in which gunmen, 
believed to be fundamentalist 
Sunni Muslims, shot dead 
three people in attacks at four 
cafes in Gazi. an Alawite 
district of Istanbul. Demon¬ 
strations began almost imm¬ 
ediately, leaving more than 20 
dead in clashes with police. 
The violence has spread to 
other cities, including Anka¬ 
ra, the capitaL Private tele¬ 
vision channels have shown 
footage of policemen firing 
into a crowd of demonstra¬ 
tors. (AFP) 


Dini faces close 
vote over budget 


From John-Phillips 

IN ROME 

A KNIFE-EDGE vote in Ita¬ 
ly's Chamber of Deputies to¬ 
day will deride the future of 
the Government of Lamberto 
Dini. the Prime Minister, in 
the face of opposition from 
Silvio Berlusconi, his prede¬ 
cessor. 

Signor Dini called the vote 
yesterday on his mini-budget 
designed to cut government 
spending, presenting Signor 
Berlusconi's Forza Italia party 
and his ally. Gianfranco Flni. 
the “post-FasdsT National Al¬ 
liance leader, with a stark 
choioe between allowing the 
measures to pass .without 
amendment or fbrringrirthe 
Government to resign,-which 

j.:- L • i .- 1 .i 


would throw Italy, into; a 
financial crisis. - . • j 

Signor Berlusconi’s Free¬ 
dom Alliance has been sniping 
at Signor Dini for weeks in a 
bid to precipitate a snap 
general election die Right's 
leaders believe it can win. 

A handful of votes will 
deride the fate of the Govern¬ 
ment, which does not have a 
stable majority in the lower 
house. 

Even if Signor Dini wins the 
vote his Government is unlike¬ 
ly to last beyond the autumn. 
Signor Berlusconi wants Si¬ 
gnor Dini to introduce key 
pension reforms by decree 
with immediate effect and 
then resign so .that President 
Scalfaro can call a general 
election for June. 


Alliance 

studies 

Bosnia 

pull-out 

By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

A NATO plan to send up to 
40.000 troops toevacuaie Uni¬ 
ted Nations peacekeeping 
forces Iran Bosnia-Herzegovr- 
na was being studied by 
alliance ambassadors 
yesterday. 

The withdrawal contingen¬ 
cy plan, codenamed Operation 
Determined Effort which 
would involve German com¬ 
bat troops in an out-of-area 
mission for the first time, was 
prepared because of growing 
fears that fighting in Bosnia 
could escalate once the 
ceasefire ends in about six 
weeks. 

Under the plan, the Nato 
troops would come under the 
overall command of Adzpirai 
Leighton Smith, Commander- 
in-Chief of Allied Forces 
Southern Command, based in 
Naples. Lieutenant-General 
Bertrand Janvier, the French 
commander of all UN troops 
in the former Yugoslavia, 
would be his deputy. 

The key Nato force, envis¬ 
aged for a withdrawal of the 
24.000 UN troops in Bosnia, 
would be the alliance’s rapid 
reaction corps, commanded 
by Britain’s Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral Mike Walker. 

Admiral Leighton-Smith 
said last week that an initial 
force would go into Bosnia to 
begin the withdrawal. A larg¬ 
er standby force would be on 
hand to move in at a moment's 
notice in tire event of trouble. 

The United States is expect¬ 
ed to commit logistics capabili¬ 
ties and specialists for the 
operation. France would field 
about 9.000 men. half, of 
whom would be members' of 
UN units who would rid 
themselves of their blue berets 
to come under Nato com¬ 
mand. Britain is expected to 
commit an even larger contin¬ 
gent. Fighter-bomber cover 
over Bosnia would include 
German Tornado aircraft 
Nato sources said. Some 
Z000 German combat troops 
would be sent to neighbouring 
Croatia. UN troops would 
leave through Croatian ports 
and airports. 

It is not yet dear whether all 
the countries which have con¬ 
tributed to the UN -force, 
including Russia and Uk¬ 
raine. wQl agree to ihetr 
soldiers withdrawing under 
Naro command. 
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Export of 
landmines 
is curbed 

London: New curbs on the 
export of landmines, intended 
to reduce an estimated world¬ 
wide death toll of800 a month, 
were announced by the Gov¬ 
ernment yesterday (Nicholas 
Wood writes).-.David Davis, a 
Foreign Office Minister, told 
MPs that Britain has banned 
the export of “non-delectable" 
anti-personnel mines with im¬ 
mediate effect 
Baroness Chalker, the Over¬ 
seas Development Minister, 
announced another £1 million 
for mine clearance in Cambo¬ 
dia, bringing Britain's total 
contribution to £3 million. 

Kazakh deputies 
on hunger strike 

Moscow: Kazakh deputies, 
fighting the dissolution of 
their parliament at the week¬ 
end by President Nazarbayev, 
began a hunger strike yester¬ 
day and vowed to create an 
alternative assembly (Richard 
Beeston writes). The president 
dissolved parliament after a 
court ruled that last years 
elections were illegal He said 
he would rule by decree until 
new elections could be held. In 
Moscow the Duma passed a 
tough budget, clearing the 
way for economic reform. 

Cyprus potato 
farmer starts fast 

Nicosia: Chambis Chimonas. 
a local farmer imprisoned by a 
British court in Cyprus for 
ignoring an order not to 
cultivate potatoes near a firing 
.range is on hunger strike and 
may die, relatives say. But a 
British spokesman said that 
although the farmer had not 
eaten anything since his deten¬ 
tion last week, he was taking 
liquids and regularly saw a 
doctor. (Reuter) 

Pope to visit 
Polish cities 

Rome: The Pope is to visit the 
Czech Republic and his native 
Poland in May. the Vatican 
said, another sign that his 
health is improving after sur¬ 
gery. The Pope. 74, will travel 
to Prague and Oiomouc in the 
Czech Republic and the three 
small . cities of Skoczow. 
J&eLsko-Biala and-Zywiee in 
Poland. (Reuter) 


World Court to pick first woman judge 



From James Bone in new York 
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A LAW professor at the 
London School of Economics, 
who represented Britain 
against Libya in a case stem¬ 
ming from the Lockerbie 
bombing, is destined to be¬ 
come the first woman to be 
elected as a judge of the World 
Court- 

Diplomats say Rosalyn Hig¬ 
gins. 57. will be nominated to 
fill tite traditional British seal 
on the 15-member bench when 
Sir Robert Jennings retires at 
the age of 81 on July 10. The 
United Nations Security 
Council is expected to hold a 
by-election for the post in the 
summer. 

The result is considered a 
foregone conclusion because 
of the custom that the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council. Britain, 
France, China. Russia and 
America, always have one 
judge each. 

Mrs Higgins, the wife of the 
Conservative MP Terence 


Higgins, is regarded as su¬ 
perbly qualified for the post 
having had experience of 
international law both as an 
academic and an advocate. 
Diplomats emphasised that 
Mis Higgins would be elected 
on her merits and not because 
of any "affirmative action" to 
put a woman on the bench. 

As well as serving as profes¬ 
sor of international law at 
LSE, she has argued several 
important cases before the 
court which sits in The 
Hague. Her most celebrated 
appearance came in the Lock¬ 
erbie case, when, as Britain’s 
counsel, she won a court deci¬ 
sion refusing Libya relief from 
UN sanctions aimed at secur¬ 
ing the surrender of two 
Libyans wanted for the bomb¬ 
ing attack on PanAm 103 in 
1988. 

Mrs Higgins was educated 
at Burlington Grammar 
School in London and Girton 
College. Cambridge. 



Oslo to cull seal pups 

ByNickNittall 

NORWAY'S six-year ban on 
seal banting came to an end 
yesterday with the Govern¬ 
ment announcing plans to 
cull up to 2^00 sal pups tins 
year. 

The decision, which is ex¬ 
pected to bigger fierce con¬ 
demnation from animal 
welfare group, comes weeks 
after the Canadian authorities 


announced a relaxation of the 
roles on seal hunting. The 
Canadians and Norwegians 
have been traditional seal 
hunters and claim that ani¬ 
mals also eat dwindling fish 
stocks. 

The Norwegian Ministry of 
Fisheries said that the seal 
pups would be taken for 
“scientific purposes". Oslo 
said commercial hunting was 
not being resumed. 
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Settlers protest as 
Israel resumes 
talks with Syria 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem and Arthur Leathley in amman 


'A* I 


LEADERS of 13.000 Jews in 
32 settlements on the occupied 
Golan Heights were planning 
a campaign of dvil disobedi¬ 
ence yesterday after the an¬ 
nouncement from Damascus 
that Israel and Syria have 
agreed to resume the peace 
talks broken off in December. 

The angry settlers, who 
claim that polls show majority 
support for their cause among 
i i Taeli Jews, fear that the 
Labour Government of Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin is prepared to 
hand back the Golan Heights 
conquered in 1067 in exchange 
for a peace treaty before next 
year’s general election. 

Senior diplomats said that 
neither Israel nor Syria had 
made any substantial compro¬ 
mises in their widely differing 
negotiating positions to facili¬ 
tate the resumption of talks, a 
move seen as a diplomatic 
victory for Warren Christo¬ 
pher. the American Secretary 
of State, who left Syria yester¬ 
day. He said that his eleventh 
shuttle had “turned out to be 
one of the most satisfying trips 
! have made to the Middle 
East”. 

Israeli and Arab commenta¬ 
tors were cynical that the 
resumption of talks in Wash¬ 
ington. at only ambassadorial 
level, signalled any real break¬ 
through. The mass-tirculadon 
Tel Aviv daily Yediot Ahronot 
concluded: “This was a big 
step for Christopher, who 


could not return home empty- 
handed again, but a small step 
for the peace process." 

Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
Foreign Minister, denied that 
his country had given away 
too much in agreeing to hold 
direct talks with Syria. “We 
haven't given in," he said in 
Bonn. “We are opening negoti¬ 
ations on the security chapter 
and, as is weD known, this is 
not the only chapter." 

Mr Christopher's progress 
highlighted the relative suc¬ 
cess of America and the rela¬ 
tive failure of the European 
Union in helping to shape the 
Middle East peace prooess. 
The European troika of 
France. Germany and Spain 
— led by Alain Juppe, the 
French Foreign Minister — 
visited Damascus last month 
on the first step on a Middle 
Eastern peace mission but 
made little headway. 

Although fresh attempts 
will be made to forge a 
specifically European policy 
towards the Middle East dur¬ 
ing the Spanish presidency of 
the EU, Europe's efforts are 
mostly confined to gesture and 
offerings of modest aid. 

Another important visitor 
this week was John Major, the 
first British Prime Minister to 
make the trip to Israel for nine 
years. When he left he prom¬ 
ised the Palestinians a further 
£7 million in aid and some of 
Britain's biggest companies 



Zeev, in Haaretz. gives John Major some advice 


announced that they wfil set 
up technology parks in the 
Palestinian-controlled territo¬ 
ries in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank. The move was 
seen as an ambitious British 
contribution towards main¬ 
taining the fragile peace. 

Businessmen from some of 
Britain^ leading industrial 
hanking and retail companies 
returned yesterday from a 
four-day visit to Israel, the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
and Jordan, where Mr Major 
was leading a 27-strong trade 
delegation. 

The technology park pro¬ 
posals wQl focus on setting up 
seven industrial complexes 
that will create employment 
opportunities for Palestinians, 
most of whom are now pre¬ 
vented from crossing into Isra¬ 
el The scheme is aimed at 
prompting Israel to improve 
its infrastructure links with 
the Gaza area as well as giving 
Palestinians an easier trade 
route. 

The Palestine Authority, 
which has control of foe Gaza 
Strip, has complained that 
hundreds of lorries attempt in g 
to export fruit and flowers are 
left waiting at border crossing 
points until the produce is 
rotten. 

Richard Needham, the 
Trade Minister, yesterday 
called on Brtish business to set 
up closer links with foe occu¬ 
pied territories and. during 
the Middle East visit put 
pressure on Israeli ministers 
to allow easier transport of 
Palestinian produce from foe 
territories. 

Among the British com¬ 
panies outlining proposals for 
technology parks are the con¬ 
struction firms Bo vis. John 
Laing and Mi van. Other com¬ 
panies. including Marks and 
Spencer, will also be involved 
in drawing up proposals, 
aimed at setting up bottling 
and textile factories. 

The businessmen who visit¬ 
ed the Gaza Strip on Tuesday 
hope that foe first park could 
be opened by summer 1996. 
They see Gaza as playing a 
pivotal role in ensuring mat 
foe peace agreement between 
the Palestinians and Israel can 
be continued and extended to 
Israel's Arab neighbours. 
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John Major at Hashimyb Palace in Amman yesterday, where he donated equipment for a water project 

Shin Bet’s liberal Police seek to ban 
head upsets Right eulogy for killer 


By Christopher Walker 


By Our Middle East Correspondent 


SHIN BET, Israel’s equiva¬ 
lent of MI5, is in turmoil after 
last month's disputed appoint¬ 
ment of a new director. 

Israel Television reported in 
a rare item on the agency that 
six of the 12 departmental 
heads have resigned in protest 
at the appointment of the man 
who, because of censorship, 
may be referred to only as “K" 
— foe initial of his first name. 
Many senior members of the 
organisation fear there will be 
a shift away from its tradition¬ 
al focus on Palestinians 
because foe new director is an 
expert on right-wing Jewish 
groups and regarded as a 
liberaL 

A security official confirmed 
five of the reported resigna¬ 
tions and said they believed 
thar “K", aged 44, and his 
deputy, “R". were not familiar 
enough with fighting terror¬ 
ism infoe occupied territories. 
Earlfer, extreme right-wing 


Jewish nationalists had tried 
unsuccessfully to thwart the 
appointment by spelling out 
his name and address in 
graffiti in central Jerusalem 
and in telephone calls to 
journalists. 

The campaign was seen by 
some Israelis as an attempt t iy 
right-wing extremists to leave 
foe way open for the formation 
of new underground groups 
ready to launch attacks on Pal¬ 
estinians. 

Experts on foe Shin Bel 
which has recently been ac¬ 
cused of brutal interrogation 
practices, said that “K" was 
chosen not so much for his 
prowess in tracking down 
Jewish fanatics as in foe hope 
that he might neutralise Is¬ 
lamic suicide bombers. 

The final decision to go 
ahead with the appointment, 
despite the opposition, was 
taken by Yitzhak Rabin, the 
Priihi Minister. 


ISRAEL’S Labour Govern¬ 
ment was yesterday seeking 
urgent legal advice on ban¬ 
ning a new 533-page book 
eulogising Baruch Goldstein, 
foe New York-born Jewish 
settler who last year massa¬ 
cred 29 Palestinians praying 
in a Hebron mosque. 

Former activists from foe 
outlawed right-wing Jewish 
extremist group Kach cfaimed 
that foe book, Baruch, the 
Man, had sold thousands of 
copies in foe first 48 hours of 
publication. 

The most contentious pas¬ 
sage is a 26-page essay by 
Rabbi Ido Elba, from the 
settlement of Kiryat Araba 
where Goldstein lived, claim¬ 
ing that foe biblical injunc¬ 
tion “Thou Shalt not Kill", 
does not pertain to Jews who 
kiD non-Jews who threaten 
them. “In war.. .it is a mitz- 
vah (good deed) to kill every 
gentile from the nation that is 


fighting the Jew. even women 
and children," foe Rabbi 
wrote. 

Michael Beo-Yair, the At¬ 
torney General instructed 
police to investigate the book 

— its publisher is not named 

— to see if it violates the law. 
Eric Bar-Chen. a police 
spokesman, said: The ques¬ 
tion is whether they are 
writing things that can be 
construed as against the law; 
as inciting illegal activity.'* 

Publication of foe book has 
angered Palestinian officials, 
at a time when foe peace 
process is going through a 
difficult period. Calling (Hi the 
Government to stop its circul¬ 
ation, Mutawakd Taha. of 
foe new Palestinian Informa¬ 
tion Ministry, said: “It is dear 
that it is urging Jews to 
massacre Arabs because 
when you praise kOIexs. it 
means you are p raising their 
deed." 


Stolen art found in Jerusalem 


Jerusalem: Paintings and 
drawings by Van Gogh. Picas¬ 
so. Matisse and Degas, taken 
by armed robbers in Paris last 
month, have been found by 
police in Israel {Christopher 
Walker writes). 

Eric Bar-Chen. the chief 
Israeli police spokesman, said 
last night that six of the 
missing masterpieces were 


discovered in a car in Jerusa¬ 
lem last Saturday and eight 
others in the rented Tel Aviv 
home of one of the two 
passengers, Man: Sibbon, 53. 
a Frenchman. He and 
another occupant of the car. 
Muriel Ben Harish, 48, an 
Israeli art dealer, are in custo¬ 
dy. Mr Bar-Chen said that 
final authentication of the 


artworks, believed to be worth 
millions of pounds, was being 
urgently conducted by local 
experts. "We received an anon¬ 
ymous telephone call on Sat¬ 
urday about a suspicious 
Mercedes in Jerusalem." he 
said. “We intercepted the vehi¬ 
cle and were surprised to 
discover six masterpieces 
inside." 


Bonn to 
help pay 
for dams 

Bonn: Germany is to help the 
European Union to finance 
foe building of dams on foe 
Jordan and Yarmuk rivers to 
ease the water shortage 
around Amman, the Jordani¬ 
an capital (Roger Bayes 
writes). John Major has pre¬ 
sented the Jordanian Govern¬ 
ment with British engineering 
equipment for testing under¬ 
ground water sources. 

The move was announced 
during talks in Bran yester¬ 
day between Manuel Marine, 
a European Commissioner, 
Shimon Peres, the Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister, and Crown 
Prince Hassan of Jordan. 

Record number 
of reporters die 

New York: A record number 
of reporters worldwide were 
killed or jailed for their work 
last year, including 19 slain in 
Algeria and 74 imprisoned by 
Turkey, a journalism group 
said yesterday. 

The 72 reporters killed in¬ 
cluded 14 who died in war 
zones in Bosnia-Heraegovina, 
Somalia, Angola, Checbenia 
and Rwanda, the Committee 
to Protect Journalists said. 
Another 15 reporters were 
victims of ethnic massacres in 
Rwanda. (AP) 

Shipyard denies 
Estonia blame 

Frankfurt The German ship¬ 
yard that built the Estonia 
ferry, which sank last Septem¬ 
ber in the Baltic Sea lolling 
more than 800 people, denied 
any blame fra construction 
faults. A partial report has 
blamed weak door locks and 
weak steel in foe bow visor 
among reasons for foe 
disaster. A lawyer for foe 
shipyard rejected these causes 
and said that the vessel appar¬ 
ently strode an object (AP) 

Vatican exhibits 
rare Hebrew text 

Jerusalem: The Vatican has 
put on display at the book fair 
here die oldest-known bound 
volume in Hebrew, an 8th- 
centuiy commentary on foe 
Book of Leviticus fbfiowing the 
laitrv-h of diplomatic relations 
last year. 11 k Dead Sea 
Scrolls, although written earli¬ 
er in ancient Hebrew, are not 
bound (AFP) 

Menem son dies 

Buenos Aires: Carlos Menem 
Jr, tiie son of Argentina’s 
President, has died in hospital 
after a helicopter crash. He 
was 25. Mr Menem suffered a 
fractured skull and doctors 
said he had several heart 
attacks before he died. 
(Reuter) 
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Yale University 
talks itself out 
of $20m donation 

From Ben Macintyre in new york 


A TEXAS billionaire has 
asked Yale University to re¬ 
turn a $20 million (£123 
million) gift intended to bol¬ 
ster the teaching of Western 
1 civilisation, after criticism 
from facnlty members who 
wanted the money to be spent 
promoting a more “multicul¬ 
tural" approach ft) history 
teaching. 

Lee Bass, an o3 magnate, 
noted philanthropist and Yale 
graduate, gave foe money in 
1991 on condition that it was 
used to teach students about 
the great works of Western 
ait. literature and philosophy. 
Some libera] faculty mem¬ 
bers. however, complained 
that Yale already offers nu¬ 
merous courses on the works 
of “dead white males” and 
most of foe money remained 
in a bank for four years while 
the university debated how it 
should be spent 

Finally Mr Bass. 38. lost 
patience at the continuing 
delay and demanded the right 
to approve teachers for the 
courses. This week Richard 
Levin, the president of Yale, 
said that the university could 
not submit to those conditions 
and agreed to refund the 
money, with interest. 

“Returning this gift is the 
right thing to da" Mr Levin 


said, while insisting. "Yale's 
delay in launching foe course 
had nothing to do until its 
content" Mr Bass said that 
the decision to return foe 
money was “mutual". 

Conservatives, however, 
have complained that the 
planned European history 
course was effectively sabo¬ 
taged by liberals who wanted 
a more politically correct 
teaching agenda focusing on 
women and minorities. 

~The course was simply not 
put in place." Christopher 
Long, of the Intercollegiate 
Studies Institute, told News- 
day. “Meanwhile, new pro¬ 
grammes have been put in 
place, like gay studies." 

The loss of Mr Bass’s 
donation, one of the largest 
made to Yale, has come as 
severe blow to foe university, 
which is running at a $12 
million budget defidL Anger 
generated by foe fate of foe 
donation has had an effect on 
other potential donors. 
Another Yale graduate, Rob¬ 
ert Eskridge, had intended to 
give $500,000 but is reconsid¬ 
ering his offer. “Academic 
freedom is being wiped out by 
a radical faculty who have an 
agenda of their own, of multi- 
cuituralism.” Mr Eskridge 
said. 


The International 
Adoption Guide 


How to Legally Adopt a Child in Over 
80 Countries by Dr. Patrick. O' Connor 
For free information leaflet, call 0171680 9110 (24 hours) 


Death on Request 

Dutch People Have the 
Right to Die with Dignity 

Why Don’t We? 


If you were incurably ill 
and doctors could not 
relieve your distress, would 
you like their help to die 
peacefully, when and 
where you choose? 

Dutch people can rely on 
this. 

Why can’t we? 


The Voluntary Euthanasia Society is campaigning 
for wider choice at the end of life. Members of the 
VES receive free advance directives {living wills), 
which say you don’t want to be kept alive by 
unwanted medical treatment. 

Write to me, Dirk Bogarde, VES. 13 Prince of Wales 
Terrace, London, W8 5PG. 

Yes, I want to join the VES campaign. I enclose 
£10 (single) □ £15 (joint) □. Please send me my 
members pack which includes advance directives. 

I do not want to join the VES, but would like a set 
of advance directives. I enclose £3 □ 

(cheques to VES, please) 



Address 


Tel No 
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Nobel prizewinner 
escaped Argentine 

navy ‘death flights’ 

By David Adams, lattn America correspondent 


REVELATIONS by Adolfo Pe¬ 
rez Esquivel, the Argentine 
winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, have added weight to 
new evidence that the coun¬ 
try’s former military dictator¬ 
ship lolled hundreds of torture 
and kidnap victims by dump¬ 
ing them into the the sea from 
aircraft. 

Senor Pferez Esquivel has 
decribed how he was arrested 
for his work as a human rights 
activist in 197?. put in chains 
and forced to board a navy 
aircraft by four policemen. At 
the Last minute he was spared. 


but. according to evidence 
provided for the first time last 
week by an Argentine military 
officer, as many as 1,500 to 
2.000 people were killed on 
weekly “death flights” ar¬ 
ranged by the Navy. 

The detailed account provid¬ 
ed by Adolfo Stilingo, a retired 
Argentine Navy commander, 
has reopened old wounds in 
the “dirty war” conducted by 
the country's military dictator¬ 
ship against suspected leftists. 

At least 14,000 people are 
believed to have died during 
the campaign of repression 


Cardinal ‘murdered’ 


MEXICAN authorities are 
investigating evidence that 
the death of a Roman Catho¬ 
lic cardinal two years ago was 
an assassination and not acci¬ 
dental. as previously believed 
(David Adams writes). 

Cardinal Juan Jesus Posa- 
dis Ocampo, Mexico's second 
highest Roman Catholic cler¬ 
ic, died outside Guadalajara 
airport on May 24,1993. His 
chauffeur and five bystanders 
were also killed. 

The new evidence could 
discredit several existing theo¬ 
ries put forward by previous 
government investigators, 
one of which was that the 


cardinal was unwittingly 
caught in the crossfire of rival 
drag cartels at war. But, as in 
two other high-profile Mexi¬ 
can murder cases under in¬ 
vestigation. public opinion 
and the church hierarchy 
were unconvinced by the offi¬ 
cial explanations. 

The Guadalajara shooting 
was the first of three promi¬ 
nent unsolved killings in little 
more than a year. The other 
two victims were Luis 
Donaldo Colosio. the presi¬ 
dential candidate for the rul¬ 
ing Institutional Revolution¬ 
ary Parly, and Jose Ruiz 
Massieu. its deputy leader. 


which peaked in the late 1970s. 
However, many victims “dis¬ 
appeared” and the bodies 
were never returned to their 
families. The relatives of miss¬ 
ing people are now learning 
the awful truth for the first 
time, confirming long-held 
suspicions of how the military 
disposed of the bodies. 

“At the time, we knew 
prisoners were dumped in the 
sea." Senor Perez Esquivel 
said. “I. too. thought that my 
time was up but apparently 
my captors received orders to 
the contrary at the last 
minute.” 

Senor Stilingo is the first 
former Argentine military of¬ 
ficer to admit to participating 
in the flights. He said that in 
1977 he was ordered to push 30 
prisoners out of planes flying 
over the Atlantic The prison¬ 
ers were alive but uncon¬ 
scious. after being drugged 
before boarding the plane. 

Senor Stilingo said that 
many of the victims were so 
weak from torture and lengthy 
detention that they had to be 
helped on to foe aircraft They 
were injected with a sedative 
by Navy doctors before being 
stripped and pushed to their 
deaths. 

However, the former naval 
officer told The New York 
Tunes that he was not repen¬ 



AdoLfo Perez Esquivel, centre, leads a mar ch daring a protest fast in 1983 

ment on Senor Scfiicgo'5 con- 


Japan rejects 
Briton’s claim 
of jail abuse 

FfeoM Gwen Robinson in tokyo 


tant “I don’t repent because 1 
am convinced that I was 
acting under orders and that 
we were fighting a war,” be 
said. Under a broad pardon 
granted by President Menem 
to military officers accused of 
human rights abuses, the 
senior officers responsible for 


ordering the mass executions, 
are immune from prosecution. 
Senor Menem has defended 
the pardons as necessary to 
safeguard democracy and to 
avert unrest in military ranks, 
which led to three barracks 
uprisings in the 1980s. The 
military has refused to com¬ 


fessicm. Senor Perez Esquivel, 
63, was honoured fay the 
Nobel Committee in 1980 for 
his human rights work in 
r.gfm America as head of the 
Peace and Justice Service 
group. The military dictator¬ 
ship did not end until 1983. 


A TOKYO court yesterday 
rejected a daim by Signm Kai 
Falkinn, 34, from Eastbourne, 
for ten million yen (£70,000) in 
damages for abuse he alleged¬ 
ly suffered while he was 
awaiting trial at the Tokyo 
. detention centre. 

His case is nevertheless 
likely to draw greater atten¬ 
tion to the flaws in Japan's 
prison Systran, fuelling grow¬ 
ing criticism by international 

h uman righ ts groups and 
claims of abuse by other 
former inmates. 

Mr Falkinn was arrested in 
December 1990 on suspicion 
of helping his brother to rob a 
grocery shop in Tokyo. The 
trial proceedings dragged on 
for 15 months, daring which 
time he chums he suffered 
repeated physical and mental 
torture at the hands.of prison 
guards at the centre. 

Mr FaDdnn. who is a Brit¬ 
ish citizen but took bis Icelan¬ 
dic name from his mother's 
side of the family, was eventu¬ 
ally found not guilty. His 
brother was convicted and 
served a prison sentence. 

After his acquittal in March 
1992. Mr FaDdnn claimed ten 
million yen in compensation 
from the Japanese Justice 
Ministry, alleging that he was 
physically and psychological¬ 
ly abused and denied access 
to the British Embassy during 
bis detention. He described 
the detention centre as a 
“living hdl” in which he was 


subjected to varying degrees 
of torture and treated “like a 
brute animal". 

He saidiThe violence 
started when 1 answered back 
to a prison warden. He told 
me to take my feet off the bed 
and I replied in Japanese, 
‘Don't sp&k to me like a pig, 
I'm a human being*.” Mr 
Falkinn Haims that two 
guards then dragged him out 
of his cell In the ensuing 
struggle he fell against a 
window-pane, cutting his 
face, wrist and foot Then he 
was pushed into a small oeO. 
where a wet towel was forced 
into his mouth and be was 
stripped and beaten before 
being taken to the prison 
hospital to have his wounds 
stitched. 

For the next seven months 
he was kept in solitary con¬ 
finement in a tiny cell with no 
windows or furniture apart 
from a chamber pot He said 
that all be could do was 
crouch all day long. “The 
smell was fool and foe floor 
crawled with cockroaches, 
spiders and other insects,” he 
told an interviewer. 

His complaints, however, 
were rejected by Hisao Sato, 
the presiding judge in die 
Tokyo district court The 
judge said that there was no 
confirmed evidence of vio¬ 
lence a gainst Mr FaDdnn. Mr 
Falkinn is imlik efy to appeal 
die derision, according to 
Kaznyo Sakuragi, his lawyer. 


Peking rules out 
Tibet referendum 

From James Pringle in Peking 


A REFERENDUM on the 
future of Tibet proposoTby 
the Dalai Lama, is out of the 
question, a leading Tforian 
Communist Party official said 
in Peking yesterday. 

Speaking during the annual 
uncomfortable exercise to jus¬ 
tify the continued Chinese 
occupation, Mr Raidi said 
that a referendum was only “a 
new trick by the Dalai dxpie 
and anti-Chinese Western 
forces to split China”. 

Clearly ill at ease and sweat¬ 
ing profusely, with his face 
contorted and lips pursed, Mr 
Raidi — he has only one name 
— the Tibetan People’s Con¬ 
gress leader, said; “The Tibet 
autonomous region is under 
the sovereignty of China so tiie 
question of the holding of a 
referendum does not arise as 
Tibet is an inalienable part erf 
China." 

Yesterday’s session came 
during the final days of the 
annual sitting of China’s rub¬ 
ber-stamp parliament, the 
National People's Congress, 
and is the only event of the 
year during which Chinese 


officials seem at least slightly 
discomfited. Mr Raidi said 
that under the leadership of 
die Chinese Communist Par¬ 
ty, the 23 million Tibetan 
people “are living in content¬ 
ment and happiness". 

He continued: “Once the 
Dalai i-ama renounces his 
position of Tibetan indepen¬ 
dence and entirely stops all 
these activities aimed at split¬ 
ting China, the central govern¬ 
ment wfll be happy to see him 
putting an end to self-exile and 
come back to China to do 
something good and useful for 
the prosperity and happiness 
of the Tibetan people.” 

In a statement last week, 
the Tibetan spiritual leader 
told his countrymen to pre¬ 
pare for a worldwide referen¬ 
dum to decide on the future 
course of the struggle against 
Chinese rule. He indicated 
that, whether the Chinese 
authorities approved or not. 
secret votes would also be cast 
in Tibet He warned that 
Peking's failure to negotiate 
with him could lead to vio¬ 
lence by frustrated Tibetans. 


Don’t forget your 
passport 



... you could be flying 
to Brussels today 


Hnirl Montgomery- conifort. aiW * a wann w ^ comc 
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the Brussels 
holiday fornwv.ring 
; ; (j®944AS 16 - 

^bre3ptnwithtiie 

fallowing 

questions. .We wfll contact 
yon later todayjf you are 
the winner. -- \ 
jj tin wh ich city is the 
^eadifuanersofNalo? 

. 2) Which fictional' 
deiectivevtas a Belgian? 

-nu- winner wffl be drawn frwn ail 
correct answers receiwd by 
time the lines dost Mtrjnal Tunes 
Newspapers cwnpeooon rules 

af^.cSk cost 39p a minute 

cheap rote and 
49p at all other 
times. 


LOW PRICES ON 
KITCHENS AT B&O 


Plus Interest Free Credit*on all Kitchens & Fitting* 


the chance to win a > 



Banquet HARRINGTON 

~ ' red _ 

437 


White laminated panels, sculptured _ _ _ 

with distinctive gold coloured / JB WBM 
coach lining. fan ■■•7V 

WAS £52551 NOW 




Mm 
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447 


21 



On any kitchen order 
over £500 

NormoMJ&a Pnce£299.99 

while or brown 01900720/02900720 



WAS £496.91 NOW 
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OPENING HOURS 

Monday to S a t ur day Bam to 8pm. 

Sunday Most stores m England and Wales 10am to 4pm 
(where permitted). 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 9am to 6pm 
(Ballymena dosed Sunday). 

BBTAM’S BIGGEST Dll CHAM-ReecaU 0600 390 ISO FOR YOUB NEAREST SfOBE 


Prices and otters applicable to B&Q Supercentres. 

, Sizes shawm are approximate. Otters subject to avaltabiflty. 
please phone to check before travetfing. 


•Ci*M subject to acceptance ond ta/ j* leductam 
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Joanna Pitman meets the chartered surveyor who will be kicking for England on Saturday 


The boys’ 

own hero 


in a 


city suit 


R obert Andrew, char¬ 
tered surveyor, as¬ 
sociate director of 
DTZ Debenham 
Thorpe, marches crisply into 
his office reception, head 
thrown back, hands in pock¬ 
ets. starched collar, razor- 
sharp creases — a quintes¬ 
sential City Suit with an air of 
inescapable purpose. Could it 
be something to do with the 
£400 million-worth of inter¬ 
national property deals that 
he and his team intend to 
clinch by the end of the year? 

Andrew has a reputation as 
a safe pair of real-estate 
hands. A Cambridge gradu¬ 
ate. he is a good, sober player 

who can be relied _ 

upon to broker a 

tidy deal under ‘Seltl 

pressure, and 

then follow up rnHIT 

with the sort of 

judicious mix of ppi 

joshing and ban- 

ter that cements racl 

client relation- 1 

ships and bonds T t hpr 

an office team lllcl' 

together. 

But this week LUn 

will be different , 

At lunchtime yes- Da 

terday. Andrew 
slipped out of the 
office and checked into an 
hotel in Richmond, charcoal- 
grey piastripes abandoned in 
favour of a tracksuit and 
trainers. The chartered sur¬ 
veyor will fay now have trans¬ 
formed himself into his more 
familiar incarnation as the 
stand-off half of the England 
rugby team, the 62-times 
capped hero of thousands of 
English rugby fans. 

Until the match on Satur¬ 
day when England play Scot¬ 
land ar Twickenham. Andrew 
will effectively be in quaran¬ 
tine with his team-mates, 
going through the motions of 
last-minute training, tribal 
bonding and the delicate pro¬ 
cess of building team 
confidence. 

By now the barometer of 
tension will have begun to 
rise. “The build-up this week 
to Saturday is going to be 
immense." Andrew says. "I 
da get nervous but l have to 
control my nerves. In the heat 
of the battle you have to be 


‘Saturday 
morning is 
nerve- 
racking. 
There’s no 
turning 
back’ 


individually and collectively 
very much in command.” 

The pressures this week 
will be exacting, not least 
because Andrew insists on 
keeping in touch with his 
office and monitoring the 
progress of deals in Singa¬ 
pore or Hong Kong. Last 
week he was abroad on 
business for three days, re¬ 
turned on Saturday and went 
directly from the airport to 
the rugby pitch for training. 
He snatched a few hours with 
his wife Sara and their four- 
year-old daughter. Emily, 

that evening, but was bade 
training again ail day Sun¬ 
day. By 8J0am on Monday 

_ he had performed 

another Clark 
fdaV Kent transforma- 

*' non and was back 

no ic at his DTZ desk, 

■“o ° all spruce silk tie 

t rp_ and serious spec- 

vc tades. 

ino Andrew is a 

UA &- man of rigorous 

’c no Bfld unforgiving 

a liU high standards 

■ who has trained 

5 himself brutally 

i , to compartments- 

‘K lise his life. 

“When I leave the 
office and I'm on 
the pitch 1 really have to leave 
it all behind and put every¬ 
thing into the game. I try to 
work hard and play hard, 
and after a weekend of rugby 
I'm rather glad to be getting 
on the Tube again to go into 
the office." 

What about Emily and 
Sara? His wife will be sitting 
at home on Saturday, eight 
and a half months pregnant, 
praying that her husband is 
not going to get mauled, 
kicked and socked in the 
teeth. "Sara has been very 
understanding because 
there’s such a huge commit¬ 
ment involved. As I get older 
[Andrew is 32] the pressures 
grow from all sides. My 
career becomes more serious, 
my family responsibilities 
grow and rugby standards 
keep rising, so I have to train 
harder and harder. But I get 
so much enjoyment out of it 
I've just had to leant Co cope 
with the pressures." 

Rugby is Andrew's reli¬ 



Could you ring 
back a bit later, 
Mr Clinton? 

Martin Fletcher on how Presidents 
Qimply do not fail to get connected 


Rob Andrew at work: last week he flew home from a three-day business trip and went straight to rugby training 


gion. and a Calvinistte reli¬ 
gion at that. He has devised 
for himsrif a systematic pro¬ 
gramme of non-stop “harden¬ 
ing” exercises, run at a 
blistering pace. He is a natu¬ 
ral athlete, effortlessly good at 
all ball games, and could 
probably have played for 
England in several different 
sports. He was captain of 
cricket at Cambridge and. 
even then, stood out in the 
crimson colours of St John's 
College as some kind of 
special sporting being — his 
physique is the athletic ideal 
of a long, inverted pyramid, 
broad shoulders narrowing 
to a slender waist and long, 
steely legs. By the time he 
graduated, in 1965, he was 
playing rugby for England, 


and his darting heels, will-o'- 
the-wisp figure and impish 
grin made him an early idol. 

But Andrew is alia as 
everyone says, such a nice 
guy, always genial. 


"W" "IT e Is a real man’s 
I I man. always 
! 1 ready with bar- 

JL JL room convivial¬ 
ity. There is something earthy 
about him that makes you 
think of cheese and beer. His 
face is open and good-hu¬ 
moured. yet control is his 
thing and those broad grins 
mask a steely nerve. Even his 
eyebrows have muscles. 

He controls the interview 
just as he controls his three¬ 
tiered life. Not a minute can 
be wasted when there is an 


hour and a half of training to 
be done four or five evenings 
a week, playing with his dub 
— Wasps — on Saturday 
afternoons and with the Eng¬ 
land squad on Sundays. Aria 
that’s an ^asy week 

You can picture him now 
immersed in that exclusive 
world of bonding and brawn 
with the smell of linament 
and fear. By the time the 
deafening roar rises from the 
stands as the England squad 
sprint out on lo the pitch on 
Saturday afternoon, they will 
have conquered that fear and 
be imbued with an unassail¬ 
able certainty of victory. 

"Saturday morning is the 
most nerve-racking time. 
There's no turning back and 
the stomach is really churn¬ 


ing. You need the adrenalin 
but you need io control il if 
you hold together and haven't 
become a nervous wreck by 
the time the whistle blows, 
you’re all right" 

If they win on Saturday 
Andrew will be released with 
the rest of them into a torrent 
of exuberance, bawdy songs 
rising from the steaming 
showers and buckets of beer 
guzzled at speed. But you get 
the impression that Andrew 
will still, even then, retain 
that tiny controlling edge — 
not too much drink, not too 
much larking. Because by 
Monday morning he will be 
back at his DTZ desk, the 
family man carrying a brief¬ 
case choddul of responsi¬ 
bilities. 


THE CELEBRATED White 
House switchboard operators 
boast of their ability to track 
down anyone anywhere at any 
time, but after five days they 
were still struggling to connect 
America’s President with Brit¬ 
ain’s Prime Minister last 

night- . 

British and American offici¬ 
als trotted out a bewildering 
array of reasons for Bill Clin¬ 
ton's sustained failure to con¬ 
nect with John Major. They 
claimed it was because the 
Prime Minister was travelling 
in the Middle East, though Mr 
Clinton first tried to call Mr 
Major last Saturday when he 
was at home in Huntingdon. 
They claimed the lack of a 
secure line, that the two men's 
diaries would not “gel", and 
that "talks between world 
leaders take time to set up". 

All of that is. of course, utter 
balderdash. The American 
President has one of the 
world’s most sophisticated 
communications systems con¬ 
stantly at his side, and 
Downing Street's is hardly a 
string with a can on the end. 

Marlin Fitzwater. the for¬ 
mer White House spokesman, 
remembers receiving a call 
from the White House in 1986 
while rafting down the Ujiang 
river in China with George 
Bush, then Vice-President 
Women were washing their 
clothes on rocks on the river- 
banks. “There was at least 
2000 years of civilisation be¬ 
tween those women and my 
satellite telephone," he said. 

He remembers, before the 
Gulf War. standing in a 
“chow" line in the Saudi desen 
with President Bush when 
they learnt of Margaret 
Thatcher's resignation. With¬ 
in minutes Mr Bush was 
commiserating with her by 
telephone. He remembers Mr 
Bush conducting delicate pre- 
Gulf War diplomacy from his 
golf cart in Kermebunkport or 
while fishing from his speed¬ 
boat out at sea. 

During the Cold War, fear¬ 
ing a sudden Soviet nuclear 
attack, the US Army Signals 
Corps developed a system that 
ensured America's President 
was never more than two 
minutes from a telephone, and 
Thai system persists today. 

There are telephones on 
trees in the woods around 
Camp David for when the 
President goes jogging. When¬ 
ever he walks anywhere he is 
followed by a military officer 
bearing a suitcase with a 
collapsable satellite dish and 
secure telephone. 

Air Force One is equipped 
with no fewer than 85 tele-' 
phones, not to mention other 
sorts of secure communica¬ 
tions networks and back-up 
systems, and bristles with 55 


G erald Seymour, the 
thriller writer, is the 
kindest, most decent 
of men. whose dearest wish 
would be to see a New World 
Order of milk and honey. love 
and harmony. But that didn't 
stop him spending the past 14 
months praying for war to 
continue in the Balkans. 

“I have sweated." he says, 
leaning forward confidingly in 
the smart Westminster restau¬ 
rant. crammed with the man¬ 
darins he describes so 
knowingly. “It would have 
been a disaster If peace had 
broken out. If wouldn’t have 
done at all.” 

Ruthless, but forgivable, 
given that two years ago 
Seymour, a former ITN re¬ 
porter, had travelled to Cro¬ 
atia and on into the killing 
fields known as Sector North, 
to research his latest novel. 
The Heart of Danger. 

He started writing in Au¬ 
gust and submitted it to his 
publishers in December 1993. 
“The problem is I never tell 
them where I’m going next 
and so they didn't have a slot 
for me, because they were 
going all out on Danielle Steel 
or whoever. So I just had to sit 
and hope that nothing 
changed, because l would 
have looked very stupid 
indeed." 

Luckily for him, the blood- 


The man who makes a thriller out of a crisis 


thirstiness is unsated and 
atrocities still flourish in that 
obscure comer of Europe. It 
may not last for long, though. 
Seymour has a Nostradamus 
reputation (his novel Condi¬ 
tion Black about the invasion 
of Kuwait and selling of 
nuclear secrets to Iraq was 
published on the day the Gulf 
War started), but in fact his 
attentions are an augury of 
instant glasnosL 

“Yes. in I9S5 I was in 
Magdeburg in the DDR 
where there wasn’t even a 
restaurant for foreigners to eat 
in. Look at it now. There was 
Afghanistan, northwest fron¬ 
tier. in 1982. There was South 
Africa and northern Israel. In 
1990 I was at Aldermaston. 
which was the most secret of 
places. Now they probably 
take busloads of Japanese 
tourists round." 

And then there is Northern 
Ireland, the subject of his most 
emotive novels, including his 
first, the bestselling Harry’s 
Game. “Yes, I thought Ulster 
would see me thrmigh," he 
sighs. “But not to worry. Just 
because the Berlin Wall has 
come down doesn't mean we 
will all live happily ever after. 


Julia Llewellyn Smith meets Gerald Seymour, for whom a war is raw material 


Conflicts will keep 
going for ever." mm&R 

And so will Sey- fljpw^ 

mour. 53. a talk ||p|l|i| 

pink-faced and en- 
dearingly nervous ’ 

man whose sales lpElf§K 

figures (4 million HfglNi 

novels worldwide) 
have done nothing jpyspE 
to calm a raw neu- VIEft 
rasis. He fives on a 
50-acre estate in 
Somerset, he has 
been compared to 
Eric Ambler and 
Graham Greene, H|pij 
but he still relies on 
a terror of humilia- 
tion to keep the 
adrenalin pumping 
and the words 
churning. He can Inti 
quote the past 20 
years’ reviews verbatim, and 
agonises, in rambling sen¬ 
tences quite different bum his 
spare prose, over the merest 
hint of dissent. "Oh. I know 
I've been successful in the 
past, but that wont help the 
next time. I know that each 
new novel will be the one 


MARTIN BEDPALL 


action; Gerald Seymour devotes a month each year to research 


where they say ‘Oh dear, silly 
old codger's finally lost it.’" 

Well they haven’t said so yet, 
and Heart of Danger is every 
bit as moving and informative 
as any of the past 14 novels. 
Seymour’s gift is to be able to 
dump his traders in the heart 
of any world crisis, give them 


a briefing that replaces a 
year's worth of News nights 
and then zoom in on a set of 
characters straight out of 
Casablanca. 

"The modem thriller is the 
sequel to the western." says 
Seymour, “They take me back 
to being aged 12 , and coming 


. out of the cinema 

. '• > having seen Shane 

■ — with a little choke in 

vj. my throat. They are 

big, simple, black 
and white stories." 

Not that black 
and white, actually. 
The Heart of Dan¬ 
ger vibrates with 
ambiguity, as Penn, 
the hero, risks his 
life in an act of just 
revenge, oblivious 
to its effect on cyni¬ 
cal political com¬ 
promise. The Army 
refused to cooper¬ 
ate with the filming 
z- —- of Harry’s Game 

because the novel 

- was thought to be 

rch too sympathetic to 
the IRA. 

And in Seymour's world the 
good tend to die young. When 
he submitted that first novel to 
HarperCoIlins there was 
much debate about (he tragic 
ending. Seymour giggles. “My 
editor was deputed to ask if I 
minded if Harry was only shot 
and wounded. I said I did 


mind. He said ‘critically 
wounded?" No. (Pleadingly) 
'Brain damaged ?" 1 

Seymour knows that the 
gloomy endings wfl] never put 
him in the Archer sales brack¬ 
et. "I don't try to write easy 
books.” he says defensively. “I 
try to shock people’s emo¬ 
tions." He relents occasional¬ 
ly, but only if working 
conditions are absolutely per¬ 
fect. Pity his characters if the 
electrician calls while he is 
writing. 

Ideally. Seymour sits in his 
shed, blinds drawn, and 
makes “decisions, derisions, 
derisions" about what is going 
to happen next. ""There's no 
coasting. At the end of the day 
you have pains and aches." 
Each April is spent on a “trip”, 
to research the next book. 
“That’s the only window I can 
find between the end of the 
home international rugby sea¬ 
son and the beginning of the 
Test match." 

He had no illusions about a 
writers life. His lather, Wil¬ 
liam Seymour Keane, was the 
Woodbine-smoking manager 
of the Midland Bank on the 
King’s Road. Chelsea, and 
chairman of the Poetry Sod- 


antennas. A normal Boeing. 
747 has 17. 

Back in the Oval Office he 
has his “hotlines” to other 
world capitals. The White 
House even has two switch¬ 
boards. the one the public 
knows about and a second 
used only by officials so it is 
never jammed. The latter can 
“patch" calls through to the 
President wherever he may be. 

On those rare occasions 
when the President cannot 
reach a foreign counterpart 
there is always a good reason. 
For three days in February 
1994 Mr Clinton was quite 
unable to reach Boris Yeltsin 
at his dacha outside Moscow. 



“Major. That's M-A-J-O-R." 

At first it was thought the 
Russian President was furious 
about some Nato derision on 
Bosnia, but US officials later 
concluded Mr Yeltsin was on 
one of his drinking binges. 

Occasionally, said Mr 
Fitzwater. a foreign leader 
would not take a rail from the 
President because he was still 
formulating his position on an 
issue, but in the case of Mr 
Clinton and Mr Major this 
week that would be “the 
generous view. The less gener¬ 
ous view is that there are other 
reasons why they don’t want 
to talk. It does seem President 
Clinton has been a little insen¬ 
sitive to the views of the 
United Kingdom." 

THE DIPLOMATIC world is 
famous for its euphemisms. 
Spies are expelled for "activi¬ 
ties incompatible with their 
diplomatic status". When 
leaders have had a “full and 
frank exchange of views” you 
know they have nearly come to 
blows. Mr Major and Mr 
Clinton have now coined a 
new one — “we tried to speak 
by telephone but couldn’t get 
through". 

Translated, it means the 
Prime Minister was livid at 
Mr Clinton’s support for Sinn 
Fein’s Gerry Adams and was 
damned if he was going to let 
(he President soft-soap him on 
the phone. 


ety. His mother, Rosemary 
Wade, wrote more than 40 
novels. “I do remember an 
awful lot of angst, jealousies, 
pain about reviews. 1 saw a 
writer’s life as rather miser¬ 
able and soul-destroying." 

W ith (hat in mind, 
their son read hist¬ 
ory at University 
College London and upon 
graduating was offered a job 
at ITN, on the basis that the 
cricket team lacked a good 
bowler and Seymour was a 
master of the googly. Within a 
week he was covering the 
Great Train Robbery and for 
15 years was a “fireman", 
reporting from trouble spots. 
“Oh. it was all wonderful Boy 
Scouts in short trousers stuff” 
he smiles, misty-eyed, “it was 
all very selfish, I was away for 
six months of the year. My 
wife brought up our two sons 
alone." 

Harry's Game was written 
in lunch breaks and even when 
its creator had to seek tax exile 
status in Rome, he continued 
to regard writing as a hobby. 
“The worst word is my vocab¬ 
ulary is formula. Once your 
work become formulaic you 
are going down the slope. If I 
stop for a second. IU die of 
boredom." 

• The Heart of Danger 
(HarperCoIlins. £14.991 
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□ More effective shingles treatment □ Smoking’s link with diabetes □ Hormone replacement therapy without bleeding 


VALTREX, a mod- 
\ ification of the 

dnig Zovirax (acy- 
; clovir). marketed 

- by Wellcome, has 

1 been introduced 
• du's month for the 

treatment of shin¬ 
gles. The prescribing guide Mims 
reports that although Valtrex is 
oken only three times a day, as 
opposed to five times daily with 
Zovirax, it is better absorbed, acts 
fester, is more effective, and 
c ^. uses fewer important side- 
effects. 

Contrary to the fears of an 
earlier generation, the patient's life 
is not m peril should the bands of 
the blistering rash of shingles 
meet to form a continuous belt 
around the body. Death from 
shingles must be exceptionally 
rare, but having an attack can be 
unpleasant. 

It is not only painful and 
unsightly but can cause residual 
pain and post-herpetic depression. 
Every year. 6.000 patients are 
driven to seek specialist advice 
from a hospital consultant because 
of these, ami other, complications 
of ti« condition. 

Shingles, one of the herpes 


Painful legacy 
of chickenpox 


family of diseases, is ; 

the result of the re- Wf 

activation of the | ;■■■, 

chickenpox virus. 
varicella-zoster. 
which has lurked in a p'fl 

dormant state in the |±| J 

patient's posterior 
root ganglia of the jUX|£ 

spinal cord ever since 
a childhood attack of A* p ■ 

chickenpox. iYL, 

Sometimes the vi- oKII 

rus is activated by - 

obvious damage to r\ r -i 

the posterior ganglia, 1 

but more often the MUl 

stimulus is provided (!=== 
bv an overall deterio¬ 
ration in the patiends general 
health. 

The same harpies who waited 
with relish to see if the rash would 
meet in the middle also took a 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 

-«-- 

Dr Thomas 

Stuttaford 


|| morbid delight from 
speculating on the 
3 possible reasons why 

1 the victim might be 

j run down. Was he or 

Jj she overworking? 

tM Were they drinking 

■ B too much? Were do- 

. mestic stresses and 

-“— 1 strains causing sleep- 

ICAL kssness and tired- 

PTMr* ness? Was it a 

rlTNVj warning that some 

1 —- other debilitating dis- 

nmac ease, possibly cancer, 

lay hidden in the 
HOrd patient? 

===1] The harbingers of 
doom were not mis¬ 
taken; all these situations can 
precipitate an attack of shingles 
but often the cause is unknown. 

Shingles can strike whenever 
the body's immune system is 


compromised, so although it can 
occur at any age. it tends to be 
more commonly found in the older 
age groups in whom the system is 
less robust. 

It is easy enough to diagnose 
shingles when the distinctive red 
rash — which soon becomes 
blistered and later scabby — 
appears. The difficulty is to 
recognise the disease in its early 
stages when the patient merely 
complains of feeling unwell and 
suffers inexplicable. localised pain 
which can be mistaken, depending 
on its site, for pain from a disc 
legion, appendicitis, diverticulitis, 
gall bladder disease or pneumo¬ 
nia. Only when the rash appears is 
the truth revealed. 

Shingles should be treated as a 
neurological rather than a derma¬ 
tological disease. Early treatment 
within 72 hours of the rash 
appearing will lessen the chances 
of developing serious problems of 
post-shingles pain and post-shin¬ 
gles depression. This is particular¬ 
ly important in older patients, in 
whom there is a high incidence of 
persistent pain and post-herpetic 
misery. It is also essential if there 
is any suggestion of the face or 
eyes being involved. 


Cigarette risk I doseo/alca 



THE list of side- 
effects of cigarette 
smoking continues 
to grow, it is now 
almost universally 
accepted that it is a 

risk factor in the 

aetiology of cancer 
of the lung, mouth, oesophagus, 
cervix and bladder, and that it is 
involved in heart disease and 
peptic ulcer. Its dose relationship 
with diabetes has not previously 
been exposed, but now a survey 
has shown a dear correlation 
between them. 

A study in Boston. Massachu¬ 
setts, of 42,000 men between the 
ages of 40 and 75 found that those 
who smoked 25 or more cigarettes 
a day were twice as likely to 
develop non-insulin dependent di¬ 
abetes than controls. 

Another survey, by physicians 
from the Royal Free Hospital, 
London, published in the British 
Medical Journal, found that to 
avoid diabetes it helps if you have 
a slow pulse, sound coronary 
blood vessels, no gouty tendency, i 
and are not overweight j 


The good news is that a modest 
dose of alcohol each day, between 
16 and 42 units — a range which 
accommodates a half a bottle of 
claret a day — seems to protect 
against diabetes. In fact, alcohol 
taken in reasonable amounts pro¬ 
vided better protection than mod¬ 
erate physical exercise; which is 
also helpful. 

HRT helper 

THERE are two 
interesting devel¬ 
opments in gynae¬ 
cological medicine 
this week. 

A new hormone 
replacement thera¬ 
py (HRT), the first 
combined pfll to be licensed for 
continuous daily use. has been 
launched by Novo Nordisk. 
Kliofem is an HRT pill with a 
difference because the vast major¬ 
ity of women who take it win not 
find that monthly bleeding starts 
again; though 25 per cent will have 
some initial spotting, this usually 
dears within six months. 

General Practitioner magazine 
reports that Kliofem is suitable 



only for women who have had no 
periods for at leasta year. 

The absence of any resumption 
of periodic Weeding when taking 
i Kliofem should encourage women 
to persevere with their HRT; at the 
moment, the dropout rate within 
a year or two of starting HRT is 
unacceptably high. Many women 
refuse, long-term treatment be¬ 
cause their periods return; not 
only because of the inconvenience 
but afcso, possibly, because there is 
an almost subconscious feeling 
that regular bleeding is a problem 
of, and sign of, youth and is 
inappropriate in late middle-age. 
They perhaps fed that they are 
dishonestly assuming the mantle 
of a younger woman. Like other 
HRT preparations, Kliofem can 
give rise to symptoms similar to 
tiie pre-menstrual syndrome. 

The other news is that Depo- 
Provera, a slow-release contracep¬ 
tive about which there was 
considerable controversy when it 
was introduced, has now officially 
been approved as a first-line 
option for women who want long¬ 
term contraception; previously it 
was recommended only for those 
in whom other methods are 
unsuitable. 


When a 

child 
gives up 
meat 


Should parents worry about the 


impact of a strict vegetarian diet? 


Dr Trisha Greenhalgh reports 


M ore and more later, the overall death rate 
perfectly ordi- the vegetarians was 20 p 
nary people, cent lower titan in the me 

particularly a- eaters, even after adjusting tl 


M ore and more 
perfectly ordi¬ 
nary people, 
particularly a- 
motig the young, are giving up 
meat The Vegetarian Society 
claims that 2.000 people every 
week are con v erted to the 
humanitarian, economic spir¬ 
itual, and physiological ad¬ 
vantages of a meat-free'diet - 
. Despite eating turkey at 
VV-. Christinas and blade pudding 
r when pregnant, for the past 20 
yeans i have stuck to my 
(predominantly! meat-free and 
high-pulse diet because I 
believe it is healthier. But am I 
justified in this belief? Should 
parents worry or be pleased 
when their children follow the 
trend and turn against meat? 

The scientific literature on 
the subject is difficult to inter¬ 
pret People who do research 
into the putative benefits of 
vegetarianism often have firm 
ideological views before they 
start In one study the vegetar¬ 
ian contingent was recruited 
largely or entirely from Sev¬ 
enth Day Adventists, most of 
whom hail from affluent parts 
of America and whose reli¬ 
gious feitii also forbids alcohol 
and tobacco. 

One of the more credible 
research studies, conducted by 
a group of Oxford epidemiolo¬ 
gists with no particular reli¬ 
gious, moral or cultural axe to 
grind, recruited 6,000 vegetar¬ 
ians through the British Vege- 
k tarian Society and asked each 
v of them to nominate a meat- 
eating friend or relative to act 
as a control. Twelve years 
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later, the overall death rate in 
the vegetarians was 20 per 
oent lower titan in the meat 
eaters, even after adjusting the 
figures for differences in gen¬ 
der. social class, smoking sta¬ 
tus and degree of obesity 
between the two groups. 
Deaths from cancer were 39 
per cent lower, and those from 
coronary heart disease 28 per 
cent lower, in the vegetarians. 

' The Oxford study did not. 
however, account for differ¬ 
ences in the amount of exercise 
taken. Vegetarian women in 
particular may take large 
amounts of exercise. In con¬ 
trast, an American study of 
5,000 young adults found veg¬ 
etarians had significantly bet¬ 
ter cardiorespiratory fitness 
than meal-eaters. Differences 
in exercise may partly account 
for several other benefits seen 
in vegetarians and generally 
attributed to their diet: lower 
body weight, lower blood pres¬ 
sure. lower cholesterol levels, 
and a substantially reduced 
risk of diabetes. 

However, studies in which 
habitual meat eaters changed 
to a vegetarian diet for a 
month or two have consistent¬ 
ly demonstrated improve¬ 
ments in cholesterol levels. 
The changes reversed when 
the subjects returned to their 
usual diet. Unhealthy constit¬ 
uents of meat, particularly 
saturated fatty acids, and posi¬ 
tive constituents of the vegetar¬ 
ian diet, particularly antioxi¬ 
dants (vitamins C and E and 
betacarotene). were thought to 
be jointly responsible. 
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The Spanish artist, Luis Melendez, makes a vegetarian meal seem irresistible in this Still Life with Fruit, Cheese and Containers. Will you live longer, though, without meat? 


Very few studies have com¬ 
pared a no-meai diet with a 
low lean-meat diet in terms of 
heart disease risk. In general, 
a low lean-meat diet seems to 
produce LDL cholesterol and 
blood pressure levels interme¬ 
diate between those of stria 
vegetarianism and the stan¬ 
dard Western diet 
The link between vegetari¬ 
anism and reduced risk of 
cancer is complex. Lung can¬ 
cer is commoner in meat 
eaters, partly (but not entirely) 
because of the higher preva¬ 
lence of cigarette smoking in 
this group: ascorbic acid in 
fruit may protea against the 
condition. Cancer of the colon 
and rectum may be related to 
particular constituents of 
cooked meal, heterocyclic 
amines, which are carcinogen¬ 
ic at high dose in animals. But 
there is also evidence that folic 
acid, phyrosterols and prote¬ 
ase inhibitors, present in 


plant-based diets, protect 
against the condition. 

But the results of two recent¬ 
ly published large studies 
predude any simplistic con¬ 
clusion that “meat causes can¬ 
cer". In one the risk of colon 
cancer in American women 
rose steadily the more pork, 
beef and Iamb they consumed, 
but eating skinless chicken or 
fish was associated with re¬ 
duced risk of this condition. 

I n the other study, 1,900 
strict or semi-vegetarians 
in Germany were fol¬ 
lowed up for 11 years. 
The overall death rate was 25 
per cent higher, and the risk of 
cancer 50 per cent higher, in 
those who never touched meat 
or fish than in those who ate it 
occasionally. The authors con¬ 
cluded that stria vegetarian¬ 
ism may lead to malnutrition, 
which in turn might predis¬ 
pose to cancer. 


Highly restrictive, faddy di¬ 
ets can cause nutritional 
defidences and serious health 
problems, particularly in vul¬ 
nerable groups such as grow¬ 
ing ■ teenagers, pregnant 
women and people already 
diagnosed as having cancer. 
Deficiency of vitamin B12 fol¬ 
lows inevitably from a stria 
vegan diet (no meat, fish or 
eggs): sufferers become anae¬ 
mic and eventually develop 
nerve damage. 

Defidendes of other B vita¬ 
mins. notably B6. have been 
found in some studies of stria 
vegetarians. Vegetarian child¬ 
ren tend to be taller but leaner 
than their meat-eating con¬ 
temporaries, but strictly vegan 
children may not meet their 
calorie or protein require¬ 
ments and can become 
growth-retarded, while the ex¬ 
clusively breast-fed infants of 
vegan mothers can develop 
B12-related mental retarda¬ 


tion. This is reversible once the 
defidency is rectified. 

A study just published in the 
medical journal Thorax 
showed that tire inddence of 
tuberculosis in ethnic Asian 
people in south London was 
more than eight times higher 
in vegetarians than in regular 
meal eaters. Here the differ¬ 
ences were attributed to- di¬ 
etary vitamin D defidency. 
which is believed to weaken 
the immune system. 

Iron defidency is commoner 
in vegetarians, particularly in 
those who have only recently 
changed their diet One study 
found that white teenage girls 
who had gone vegetarian were 
five times as likely to be iion- 
defident as their meat-eating 
friends, while Asian vegetari¬ 
an teenagers were 50 per cent 
less likely than Asian meat 
eaters to be iron deficient This 
is in line with other evidence 
that nutritional defidendes 


occur most frequently in 
people who describe their veg¬ 
etarianism as an “exdusion 
diet” rather than as a tradi¬ 
tional part of their culture. 

It is well established that a 
high-carbohydrate, high-fibre, 
low-fat low-meat diet contain¬ 
ing a variety of fresh fruit and 


vegetables, and supplemented 
with oily fish or fish oil. has 
significant health benefits. Bur 
the evidence is more equivocal 
as to whether the prudent diet 
can be improved still further 
by removing all lean meat 
• Dr Trisha Greenhalgh is a GP 
in North London. 
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A cautionary tale about people 
with ‘just a touch’ of angina 


T he pleasant. 70-year-old 
retired farmer asked: “1 
think 1 might have a 
touch of angina, dortor. but 
that's not terribly serious, is 
it?" The question seemed sim¬ 
ple enough, but in faa it is not 
easy to answer. 

Most of the guidance on 
how to investigate and treat 
angina is based on studies 
from specialist clinics, where 
they see the one-fifth of angina 
sufferers whose symptoms 
have been severe enough for 
referral. Until recently I had 
felt reasonably confident 
about managing angina, espe¬ 
cially if the symptoms were 
mild, infrequent, and did not 
disrupt the patient's life too 
much. 

If a nitrate spray was not 
enough to relieve symptoms, 
then I would prescribe the 
longer-acting nitrates. Beta- 
blockers and the newer calci¬ 
um channel-blockers also 
form the front line for treating 
chronic angina. Where neces¬ 
sary. 1 also recommend giving 
up smoking and losing weight 
Overall, I followed the nor¬ 
mal practice of referring only 
those whose symptoms were 
difficult to control with drugs 


Dr Kieran Sweeney read one piece 
of research and changed his practice 


or who were experiencing 
angina at an early age. Such 
action was recommended to 
GPS only last August by the 
NHS-supported Medicines 
Resource Centre. But then T 
read a study in die British 
Heart Journal which 
suggested that this 
course of action might I 
miss many patients I 
whose symptoms, al- A- 
though mild, would be ^ 
better treated by sur- 
gery. It painted a dif- KjjSS i 
ferent and compelling MB 
picture of the way in 
which patients such as the 
retired farmer should be 
managed. 

For the study, researchers at 
the University of Southamp¬ 
ton cardiology department ob¬ 
tained the agreement of more 
than 100 GRs in their area to 
refer every patient who ap¬ 
peared for the first time with 
symptoms of angina to a chest 
pain clinic within 24 hours. 

A total of 103 patients were 
referred in this way and each 


ritish third 


was given an exercise ECG. 
which involves performing in¬ 
creasingly strenuous exercises 
on a treadmill while wired up 
to an ECG (electrocardiogra¬ 
phy) machine. Nearly one 
third had significant changes. 

_ suggesting that the 

heart was under suffi- 
1 dent strain to warrant 
I more invasive tests 
J such as an angiogram 
A (X-ray of the coronary 
arteries).. Almost 
^M another third had less- 
m* er changes on the exer¬ 
cise ECG which, 
although not requiring im¬ 
mediate follow-up, indicated 
that the heart was not working 
as efficiently as expected. 
These results made me think 
that perhaps all patients who 
present with angina should 
have an exercise test on their 
heart. 

Although this study did not 
last very long — the median 
follow-up period was 16 
months — some of the results 
suggested that referring to “a 


touch of angina”, as my 
patient had done, might be to 
underestimate the problem. 
About 10 per cent had a heart 
attack or other serious compli¬ 
cation of angina during the 
course of the researchers' ob¬ 
servations. And nearly one- 
fifth went on to have surgery to 
their coronary arteries, either 
by angioplasty, where the 
artery is dilated up with a 
small balloon under X-ray 
guidance, or full cardiac sur¬ 
gery to reconstruct the coro¬ 
nary blood supply (CABG 
operation). What we do not yet 
know is if these operations 
increase life expectancy. They 
certainly relieve pain, al¬ 
though angioplasty may have 
to be repeated 

I t is rare to read a research 
paper that changes one's 
practice, but this one has. 
In future lwQl probably refer 
patients with angina more 
quickly for specialist assess¬ 
ment But if every GP does the 
same, cardiac laboratories will 
be swamped — more than 
22.000 patients will turn up 
with new symptoms of angina 
in a year. 

• Dr Sweeney isaGP in Exeter. 
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■ Oh why can’t the English 
learn to speak— 
straightforwardly? 


H ypocrisy has had a 
good week- Single- 
handedly. Peter 
Tarchelf has rehabilitated it 
as a minor virtue — or, at 
least as the most benign of 
vices. Even those newspa¬ 
pers which had given him 
most tacit encouragement 
in the past and were there¬ 
fore partly responsible for 
his hubris, rounded on him 
with blood-curdling con¬ 
demnation. But Mr Tatchell 
is apparently unrepentant 
about the mauling he has 
taken in the public prints. 
He seems not to understand 
why his charge of hypocrisy 
did not automatically cast 
his enemies into outer dark¬ 
ness. this being the only 
absolute and unquestion¬ 
able transgression in the 
modem moral code. He 
was. after all. simply car¬ 
rying to its grotesque log¬ 
ical conclusion a phil¬ 
osophy which has prevailed 
for 30 years among those 
who consider themselves 
enlightened. 

But in the end. it was 
bound to go against the 
English grain to insist 
that sincerity was an ulti¬ 
mate good, when duplicity 
had always been regarded 
before as a paramount so¬ 
cial skilL The eth¬ 
ic imported from 
the United States 
in the 1960s 
which prized full- 
frontal honesty 
above all things 
was hopelessly 
alien to the indig¬ 
enous culture. (I 
refer to die Eng¬ 
lish advisedly: 


The English 
prefer to be 
oblique, 
ironic, 
hypocritical 


the Scots have a very differ¬ 
ent attitude to these things.) 
Inevitably, such an intel¬ 
lectual fashion would have 
only a weak hold on most of 
the educated classes, whose 
schooling was largely dedi¬ 
cated to inculcating the arts 
of duplicity. It found its 
permanent home among ex- 
tremists_who. perhaps by 
"definition. were outsiders:' 
those who never could un¬ 
derstand the point of that 
elaborate ritual dance 
which constitutes English 
social intercourse. 

Indeed, excluding the out¬ 
sider is part of its point 
English social manners are 
so arcane in their circumlo¬ 
cutions as to be quite impen¬ 
etrable to the hapless for¬ 
eigner — or, for that matter, 
m the uninitiated native. 
They are just as useful in 
sorting sheep from goats 
within die country as they 
were for maintaining an 
acceptable distance from 
ambitious colonial popula¬ 
tions. Much of my first s) or 
so years in this country was 
spent railing against the 
perverse English habit of 
saying the opposite of what 
one means, and — even 
more mystifying — rapect- 
ing one's real intentions to 
be understood nonetheless. 
A succession of catastrophic 
soda! misadventures befalls 
every expatriate before he 
catches on to this fact of 
national life. 

Even when you have 
gathered that every conver¬ 
sation has three levels of 
meaning — what you say, 
what you mean, and what 
you wish to be understood 


as meaning — you are still 
faced with the hellish task of 
disentangling them. Even 
more alarming than trying 
to decipher what your inter¬ 
locutor has actually said is 
pondering what you in turn 
might have been interpreted 
as meaning when you 
thought you were being 
perfectly straightforward. 
How many confusions was 
I forced to unpick in the 
early years with the pitiful 
words “No, it’s not that 
at all — I actually meant 
exactly what I said". Any¬ 
one hoping to understand 
why this country has be¬ 
come so hopelessly bogged 
down would have to take 
account of the enormous 
amount of time and energy 
which goes into figuring out 
what everybody is actually 
saying. (Not to mention the 
chronic hesitation and inde- 
risiveness that comes from 
the fear of making an ass of 
yourself by reading some¬ 
one wrongly.) 

Waving my arms in exas¬ 
peration at the deception 
and wilful obscurity of my 
adopted country, I would be 
taken aside for counselling: 
much of this insincerity, I 
would be told, was simzAy a 
form of kindness. Greeting 

_ someone whom 

you loathe with 
the words “How 
lovely to see you" 
is just a civil¬ 
ised form which 
avoids unpleas¬ 
antness. Sincerity 
values only true 
feelings; hypocri¬ 
sy enables you to 
treat people de¬ 


cently even when you feel 
no affection for them. But is 
it cruelty that is reaQy being 
eschewed, or just embar¬ 
rassment? Or is the taste for 
hypocrisy just part of a 
larger cultural preference 
for what me might call 
obliqueness? 


A: 


n abhorrence for say¬ 
ing or. for that mat- 
.ter. confronting any¬ 
thing directly helps to 
explain the English taste 
for subtlety. This prefer¬ 
ence for the coded nuance, 
the cultivated ambiguity 
which turns every exchange 
into a cipher, has formed 
a rich seam for novelists. 
In few other literary trad¬ 
itions is there so much scope 
for the unravelling of 
social perplexity and 
misapprehension. 

And iroqy—another trait 
prized greatly by the Eng¬ 
lish — is closely related to 
hypocrisy. Much English 
wit rests literally on the idea 
that it is inherently amusing 
to state the opposite of what 
you believe. The joke relies 
on the acknowledged as¬ 
sumption that you, being 
the person that you are. 
could not possibly be 
thought to believe what you 
have just said. 

So is it all a deliberate 
attempt to befuddle the soci¬ 
ally aspirant? I used to think 
so. Now I suspect that it is 
more designed to conceal 
than to confuse. Hypocrisy 
and irony are both distanc¬ 
ing techniques, intended to 
throw up false scents and 
diversions so that the secret 
self remains inviolate. 



Unsafe as Tory houses 


T he most overworked expres¬ 
sion in die current political 
debate is “the fed-good fac- 
. tor^Eyeiypnelgicwswhatit 
means in general terms: a sense of 
contentment based on material well¬ 
being and an accompanying endorse¬ 
ment of the prevailing order, includ¬ 
ing the government of the day. As is 
well-known. the problem for the Con¬ 
servative Party today is that the “fed- 
good" factor of the mid and late 1980s 
has been replaced by the “feel-bad” 
factor of the early and mid 1990s. 

Perhaps if the fed-good and fed- 
bad factors could be measured, the 
Government might be able to do 
something about its current unpopu¬ 
larity. If it could gauge the size of the 
tax cuts in the 1995 Budget (and the 
1996 Budget, if it is still in power} 
necessary to change fed-bad into feel¬ 
good. it might significantly improve 
its electoral chances. 

. The feel-bad factor can be blamed 
partly on the increase iri the tax 
burden due to thetwo Gadgets of 1993 
and die persisting rather high level of 
unemployment But neither of these 
influences ought to be fundamental 
Taxes have gone up sharply since 
1992, but they remain lower titan in 
other European countries, while un¬ 
employment also is less than the 
European average. 

The dominant reason for the feel- 
bad factor has instead been the state 
of the housing market Sixty-eight per 
cent of British households own their 
home, and of these 63 per cent have a 
mortgage while 37 per cent own their 
home outright The value of the 
housing stock represents no less than 
45 per cent of total personal wealth. 
Because the majority of people are 
affectd, a recession in the housing 
market spreads gloom among the 
great British public 
Unhappily for the present Conser¬ 
vative Government house prices 
began to fall in late 1989. continued to 
slide until 1993. and even now remain 
more titan 10 per cent below their 
peak. There is an obvious contrast 
between this experience and the 
relentless rise in house prices be¬ 
tween 1981 and 1989. The change 
from seemingly never-ending house- 
price iflation to severe house-price 
deflation has not only caused a severe 
erosion of personal wealth, but has 
also disappointed reasonable and 
widely-held expectations. 

The scale of the disappointment is 
demonstrated in the table. It shows 
the value of the housing stock at the 
end of each year since 1979. and 


Voters are blaming the Government for 
falling house prices, says Tim Congdon 


calculates the capital gain each year, 
using the Nationwide Building Soci¬ 
ety index. (Note that increase in the 
value of the housing stock from year 
to year is larger than the capital gain 
because of new houses built pur¬ 
chases of council houses from the 
public sector and refurbishments.) 


Housing stock at year-end (£ billion) 
— % change in house-prices — 
sses (E bflfic 


capital gains and losses (E bflfion) 


1979 

£270.6 

309% 

£82.4 

1980 

£306.6 

7.0% 

£169 

1981 

£334-1 

19% 

£39 

198Z 

£364.7 

79% 


1983 

£430-5 

119% 

£43.4 

198* 

£487-5 

13.7% 

£59.0 

1988 

£557.7 

89% 

£439 
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1907. 
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£796-4 

129% ' 

£785 

£1084.6 
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£2315 
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: £1172-5 

7.4% 
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.£1158-7 
’ £1157* 

-10.7%, 
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1992 . 

£1091.3 

-89% 

•£95.7 

1998 . 

£11159 

29% 

08.0 

1994 

£11389 

09% 

£59 


mg and more convenient kitchens 
than ever before. But the plain fact of 
the matter is that the money value of 
all these good tilings is less than the 
mon^r value of somewhat worse 
equivalents in the late 19S0s. House¬ 
holds' wealth cannot be convened 
into as many consumable goods as 
was once the case. 

The drop in houses’ nominal value 
has most significance for households 
with large mortgage debts, because of 
course such debts are expressed in 
money terms and are not adjusted 
downwards in line with house prices. 
About a million households suffer 
from “negative equity", with mon- 
cage debts above the value of their 
homes. Bui there are a few' million 
more who have equity so low that 
they cannot realistically consider 
moving to a larger house. 


The main point is obvious: the 
marked contrast between large and 
continuous capital gains before 1990 
and persistent capital losses thereaf¬ 
ter. Although house prices were 
roughly stable in 1994. there is still no 
persuasive sign of renewed house- 
price inflation. In fact, estate agents 
say that early 1995 has been a bleak 
period, partly because of the three 0.5 
per cent interest-rate increases since 
Last September. The lad; of oonsumer 
confidence has constrained retail 
sales, which, according to figures 
published yesterday, have been static 
since last summer. 

A highly sophisticated Martian, 
coming to the British housing market 
for the first time, might say that the 
capital gains and losses are irrele¬ 
vant. AU that matters — he would 
insist — are the houses themselves 
and the enjoyment they give to the 
people who live in them. Home- 
owners ought to understand that they 
are better off now than they have ever 
been before, for the real value of the 
housing stock has continued to rise in 
the 1990s. Thus the feel-good and feel- 
bad factors are imaginary. 

But that is not how h seems to the 
millions of households affected by 
falling house prices. They may have 
more bedrooms, baler quality bath¬ 
room fittings, wanner central heat- 


F rom the Too' point of view, 
the plight of these households 
is a political disaster. Many 
of them saw home-ownership 
as a passport to property-owning 
democracy, iheTharcherite Britain of 
small-time capitalists. Even bener. 
they thought, was the prospect that 
their admission to this happy land 
would be made easier by gratuitous 
capital gains from never-ending 
house-price increases. 

The supposed benefits of property 
ownership extended to the endow¬ 
ment policies and personal pension 
plans which were often sold in con¬ 
junction with the houses. The insur¬ 
ance salesmen claimed that these 
policies and plans would show tar 
more handsome returns than the 
same amount of money left in a bank 
account. Over time that may well be 
true, but the salesmen might have 
given more warnings about the prod¬ 
ucts’ complexify and the difficulty of 
cashing them in early. 

The people who bought houses, in¬ 
surance policies and personal pen¬ 
sions in tiie late 19S0s have been the 
prime victims of the housing slump of 
the 1990s. They might have expected 
that tiie Tory Government, which 
had done so much to persuade them 
to maximise their mortgage debt and 
their financial commitment to market 
capitalism, would find a way to help 
them. Instead, it has actively 
penalised them. Large tax increases 


had become inevitable by early 1993. 
because of the previous failure to cut 
public expenditure and to compen¬ 
sate for the irresponsible tax cuts in 
1987 and 1988 Budgets. But it was 
particularly harsh on Britain's unfor¬ 
tunate homeowners that much of the 
increase should take the form of a 
withdrawal of mortgage interest re¬ 
lief. The value of the relief, which was 
£7.7 billion in the 1990-91 tax year, 
will be roughly £3 billion in 1995-96. 

For the 3.8 million households who 
bought their first property between 
1983 and 1989, the house-price slump 
since 1990 had already been a 
financial blow below the belt The 
withdrawal of mortgage interest re¬ 
lief then came as a fiscal slap in the 
face. It was particularly bad news for 
negative equity households. They 
cannot escape the increase in their tax 
burden due to the loss of relief by sell¬ 
ing their homes and curling their 
mortgages. If they did so. they would 
crystallise their losses and bankrupt 
themselves. All they can do is grin, 
pay the extra tax, struggle to keep up 
with the mortgage payments — and 
vote Labour. 

Is there anything the Tories can 
now do lo recover support among 
that vast group of people, the home¬ 
owning middle classes, whom they 
have alienated by the recession, the 
housing fiasco and their tax policies? 
One message from the table is that 
tax cuts alone will not be enough. The 
largest conceivable tax cuts — of. say, 
£5 billion in the 1995 Budget — are 
trifling compared with the capital 
losses sustained in the housing 
market since 1990. These losses 
amount to well over £200 billion. 

Ministers will insist that they must 
not go back to the bad old days of 
house inflation. They might at least 
remember that it was their Govern¬ 
ment which presided over the last 
house-price boom, apologise for what 
they did and show a little more un¬ 
derstanding of the misery they have 
caused. The worst possible outcome 
would be foolishly large tax cuts to 
bribe te electorate with its own 
money. These would do nothing to re¬ 
lieve the housing market directly, 
and might even aggravate the prob¬ 
lem indirectly, by wrecking Britain's 
public finances, alienating the finan¬ 
cial markets and leading to another 
destructive round of interest-rate 
rises. 


Professor Tim Congdon is economic 
adviser to Cerrard 6 National 
Holdings pic. 


Shock opera 


OLD-STAGERS would do well to 
steer dear of a forthcoming pro¬ 
duction at the English National 
Opera in London. The British 
premiere of Life with an Idiot by 
the Russian composer Alfred 
Schnittke will have them reaching 
for the gin at the interval. It is so 
racy that the ENO has issued its 
first warning over an operals con¬ 
tent in its eight decades. All 
promotional material is accompa¬ 
nied by a statement “The pro¬ 
duction contains strong language 
and scenes of physical and sexual 
violence, which some members of 
tiie audience may find offensive.” 

The opera opens on April Fool’s 
Day, with a plot which would hit 
top C with Mary Whitehouse. It is 
billed as Carry On meets Kafka 
meets Dada. and concerns a mar¬ 
ried couple forced by the state to 
take in a lunatic as a lodger in pun¬ 
ishment for an unspecified crime. 

The villain of the piece indulges 
in various excesses, which include 
seducing first the landlord’s wife 
and then the landlord himself. He 
absconds after doing away with 
one of them and leaving the other 
in a lunatic asylum. 

“The opera is very direct in 
language and in action.” says a 


ian. “It is a descent into 
ivity and madness, so it actu- 
has to be quite explicit It 
doesn’t pull any punches, irs 
sexually quite open." 



Stwff poeth 


THE DAUGHTER of the Welsh 
Nationalist leader Dafydd Wigley 
has come to the aid of love-lorn stu¬ 
dents struggling to woo young 
Welsh talent Eluned Wigley, 20. a 


student at the University of Wales 
in Cardiff, has produced a Welsh 
phrase bode for those of her peers 
ignorant of the native tongue. 

She starts with simple phrases 
such as "How's it going", but 
quickly gets down to the nitty-grit¬ 
ty of student life. Bright young 
things can now survive a night out 
on the town starting with “Where’s 
the bar?" and gradually' progress¬ 
ing through “What are you doing 
tonight" — and more. 

Wigley senior is looking forward 
to reading it: “Even in the more 
Anglicised parts of the country, the 
language has its uses." 



complete. “He is a long-standing 
supporter." said a Belgian diplo¬ 
mat also ai the match. "Obviously 
he was very disappointed." 


Making music 


Comic Relief. Apparently, when 
the Headmaster cottoned on, he 
poured a bucket of water over his 
Undermaster. 


Nose job 





ANARCHY appears to have de¬ 
scended on Malvern College, tiie 
Worcestershire public school 
which produced Jeremy Paxman, 
after the Undermaster issued ade- 
cree stating that the wearing of 
Comic Relief red noses is “strictly 
forbidden”. The statement incen¬ 
sed staff and pupils alike. 

Yesterday tiie matter reached 
new heights, when pupils burst 
into a staff meeting and kidnapped 
said master under the—er—noses 
of the head and others. Unbe¬ 
known to the staff room, however, 
the Undeimaster and his kidnap¬ 
pers were indulging in an elabo¬ 
rate prank to draw attention to 


Boot in 


PRESIDENT CUNTON may be 
embarrassing John Major over 
Ireland, but at least our Prime 
Minister can claim the edge on 
Jean-Luc Dehaene. The fbotbalJ- 
crazy Prime Minister of Belgium 
looked as side as a parrot at Stam¬ 
ford Bridge on Tuesday night as 
his home side. Bruges, went down 
2-0 to Major’s team. Chelsea, in the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup. 

There is little love lost the two 
football fanatics since Major ve¬ 
toed Dehaene’s appointment as 
EU President But by the end of 
the game. Dehaene’s antipathy to¬ 
wards Britain must have been 


JILLY COOPER is giving the races 
a miss this year, even though she 
lives within a furlong or two of 
Cheltenham. The horsey novelist 
says she is purposefully avoiding 
the festival to concentrate on her 
latest book, which concerns the ex¬ 
tra-curricular behaviour of mem¬ 
bers of an orchestra. 

“I’m writing this book and can 
wily concentrate on one thing at a 
time." she said at the London 
launch of Classic FM magazine. 
“The problem is that I always come 
to parties and just end up getting 
drunk and enjoying myself." 



Gin: adman's tonic 


should get the job. they looked 
down the list and saw my name." 
she explained. 


All in a name 


THE MOST arresting sight at the 
launch of the new Gordon’s Gin 
advertising campaign this week 
was the towering, shaven-headed 
Jamaican model who appears on 
the posters. But her looks weren’t 
as important as her name. She is 
called Gin. 

“1 went for the initial interviews, 
»through those and then, when 
tey were trying to decide who 


• The Princess of Wales has knee 
trouble . She turned up to watch 
Sylvie Guillem in Swan Lake at 
the Royal Opera House in Coivnt 
Garden on Tuesday night sporting 
a bandage. “It was underneath her 
tights on the right knee.” com¬ 
mented a star-spotter in the stalls. 
Buckingham Palace denies an ex¬ 
cess of balletic gymnastics. 
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Do we still 
matter to 
America? 


Stop pandering to 


the White House, 


says Peter Riddell 


W hen John Major visits B(U 
Clinton at the White House 
early next month, they will 
shake hands, smile and say how 
much they’ agree about the world's 
problems. Ireland will be mentioned, 
but it will be behind Bosnia. Russia, 
the future of Nato and Iraq. The 
meeting will be highly contrived, and 
largely false. But the pretence of dose 
friendship and agreement — all that 
is implied by that overused and 
misleading phrase “the special rela¬ 
tionship” — has become an inescap¬ 
able part of Britain's public dealings 
with America. • 

When something goes wrong, as it 
has over President Clinton’s hand¬ 
ling of Gerry Adams's visit to Wash- 
ingtoa much of tiie British press 
over-reacts with hysterical denuncia¬ 
tions of the president Having spent 
tiie first 150 years of America’s 
independence patronising the former 
colonies, British poltidans now crave 
tiie affection and respect of Washing¬ 
ton. They give a display of hurt 
feelings if there is any hint of a slight 
and then rush to pretend that 
everything is all right 
Personal relations matter as an oil 
to diplomacy. But the current cooling 
has occurred at a time when the 
interests of America and Britain are 
diverging, largely because of the end 
of the Cold War. 

Relations between presidents and 
prime ministers have varied enor¬ 
mously. There is nothing new. either, 
in differences over Ireland. British 
attempts to play Greece to the Ameri¬ 
cans’ Rome, as Macmillan put it at 
his most theatrical, or to cosy up 
alongside them to influence deci¬ 
sions. as diplomats now say, have 
been viewed more sceptically in 
Washington. Even at the height of 
wartime cooperation, relations be¬ 
tween Roosevelt and Churchill were 
often strained, as their seem corres¬ 
pondence has shown. 

Two of tiie three presidents with 
the closest knowledge of Britain — 
Eisenhower and Clinton—have been 
the most hard-headed. Eisenhower 
did not let his wartime work prevent 
him from being tough with Britain at 
times in the 1950s. The exception was . 
John Kennedy. This was partly 
thanks to Lord Harlech, the British 
Ambassador in Washington, who 
enjoyed better access to the White 
House than his predecessors, or suc¬ 
cessors. Macmillan and Harlech 
together persuaded the President in 
late 1962 to over-rule his advisers and 
agree to Britain having Polaris, 
missiles, and hence a continued 
strategic nuclear role. Relations were 
cooler during the early 1970s. when 
Heath deliberately cultivated Euro¬ 
pean leaders rather than die US. 

The affection between Thatcher 
and Reagan was reinforced by close 
working ties between defence and 
intelligence staffs. Hence. Caspar 
Weinberger and the Pentagon started 
providing logistics and intelligence 
help to Britain during the FaUdands 
conflict, well before the forma! White 
House go-ahead. Mrs Thatcher could 
ask Reagan for assistance at crucial 
times. But even during the 1980s 
there were disagreements: over the 
American invasion of Grenada, over 
some of Reagan’s arms-control 
initiatives. 


P ersonal relations remained 
warm during the Bush years, 
though James Baker, the pow¬ 
erful Secretary of State, placed more 
importance on drought Germany 
more important than Britain. Now 
relations are cooler. Clinton’s team 
has never forgotten the Tories’ help 
for die Bush campaign in 1991 
Admittedly, Sir Robin Renwick, the 
retiring British Ambassador in 
Washington, carefully cultivated 
Tony Lake, now national security 
adviser. Rod Lyne. Major's foreign 
affairs private secretary, now talks 
regularly with Mr Lake. But minis¬ 
ters regard the White House as' 
unreliable and inconsistent- The old 
sense of trust has gone. Too often over 
the past two years, assurances have 
been given by die White House, only 
to be broken later, at least in 
London’s view. 

Clinton's decision to ignore State 
Department advice and to side with 
the Irish-American lobby came not 
just because he needs to maximise 
domestic political support for his re- 
election bid. but because he disagrees 
with Major over timing, and beueves ' 
that the IRA/Sinn Fein has done 
enough to justify his meeting Adams. 
But the President was able to brush 
aside the Prime Minister's request 
because Britain matters less now’ 
The defence hides are less central 
than during the Cold Wan there have 
been disagreements involving not 
just Britain but all the EU — over 
Bosnia (though Britain and the 
Clinton Administration now . 
the future of Nato. American 
gagement and the neo-isolationist 
mood in the new Congress, irritation 
over alleged American highhanded¬ 
ness in the rescue of Mexico, and 
various trade disputes. 

Personal relations might be warnn 
er with another Administration, but 
American attitudes towards Britain 
would shift again under a President 
Dole or Gramm. British politicans,- 
and press, need to pay as much 
attention to how Chancellor Kohl and 
the new French president treat Mr 
Major as to what tiie occupant of the 
White House says. It is tune to end 
the American fixation. 
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WHEN TIES UNWIND 

Clinton and Major spin ever further apart 


In the eyes of the ever smaller number of 
Americans who pay attention to Anglo- 
American relations, John Major has dis¬ 
played petty and unjustified pique over Bill 
Clinton’s symbolic White House welcome 
for Gerry Adams tomorrow at the Presi¬ 
dent’s traditional party to celebrate St 
Patrick’s Day. The President has been able 
to represent his overture to the Sinn Fein 
leader in which his anxiety to woo the 
Irish-American vote was certainly the para¬ 
mount factor — as a principled derision to 
promote peace in Ireland at the risk of 
irritating the British. Seen from the other 
side of the ocean, Mr Major's refusal to take 
two personal telephone calls from Mr 
Clinton after this decision was made looks, 
by contrast, anything but statesmanlike. 

It is hardly surprising that Americans fail 
to see the logic of British arguments that 
Sum Fein, which can raise funds in Britain, 
should not be allowed to do so in America. 
Yet Mr Clinton acted against not only 
British advice, but also that of most of his 
own officials. He must have been aware of 
the domestic delicacy of Mr Major’s North¬ 
ern Ireland strategy. It did not weigh with 
him. Patches are now being applied to the 
wound, but the impression that it was 
cavalierly inflicted remains. 

Mr Clinton has written to Mr Major 
endorsing the view of Richard Holbrooke, 
assistant secretary of state for Europe, that 
decommissioning of the IRA arsenal should 
start now and not at the end of the peace 
process. Mr Holbrooke went further yes¬ 
terday, saying that constitutional groups 
should not be expected to sit at a table with 
organisations which retained the right to 
return to arms. In the White House, British 
analysts are ridiculed for every month 
declaring “a warm and special relationship” 
to be dead. But an aura of “America first” 
hangs troublingly over this affair and not 
over this affair alone. 

The Adams drama may seem tame by 
comparison with the lightning flashing over 
Paris — where President Mitterrand’s 
calculated embrace of Fidel Castro has 


compounded a recent row over alleged 
American industrial espionage. But public 
disputatiousness is so deeply woven into the 
fabric of Franco-American relations that 
both sides take it as a matter of course. By 
contrast, unity of purpose is the essence of 
Anglo-American diplomacy, even where the 
two sides are privately at odds. The effort put 
into surmounting exceptions, notably over 
Suez and Grenada, has proved the rule. 

The Clinton Administration appears to 
mark a break in this tradition. This is partly 
because the multiple channels that made its 
continuation possible function today either 
poorly or not at all. British diplomats and 
politicians are well used to the complexities 
of a political system that requires them to 
deal with Congress as well as the Admin¬ 
istration, and with the two rival foreign 
policy power centres of the State Depart¬ 
ment and the National Security Adviser and 
his team. But it is far trickier to deal with an 
Administration which seems unable to 
remember what its foreign polity is from 
one month to the next—whether the issue is 
Bosnia, the expansion of Nato, Russian 
reforms or the United Nations — and which 
above all appears to attach little value to 
consultation with any of its allies. 

The problem is not Britain’s alone. Even 
Germany, a few years ago the apple of 
American eyes, has found that the Atlantic 
has widened since Mr Clinton took office — 
hence Bonn’s interest in a new “Atlantic 
compact”. Mr Clinton has neither under¬ 
standing of nor a taste for institutional 
diplomacy; and, whatever will be said to the 
contrary when Mr Major visits Washington 
next month, there is no compensating 
personal warmth between the two leaders. 
Sir John Kerr will take over as British 
ambassador to Washington this summer 
with fewer expectations of privileged access 
than any of his postwar predecessors. The 
art of handling Washington may, for the 
next two years at least lie in learning to live 
without it — and in franker and if necessary 
open discussion of the areas where policies 
diverge. 


WHEN LAW WASTES MONEY 

The costs of ancient verbiage are too high 
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English law still fails to register that “dear 
law is good law”. This is the simple message 
of the Law Commission, expressed yes¬ 
terday in its Annual Report The Com¬ 
mission does more than merely report that 
large sections ofrhe Jaw continue to be set in 
Dickensian idiom: It also argues forcefully 
that bad law wastes the taxpayers’ money. 

Established in 1965, the Commission was 
charged by Parliament with the “simplifica¬ 
tion and modernisation of the law”, a task 
which it has pursued with acumen and 
elegance. The body plays its most influential 
part in rationalising those laws that have 
' been spawned by the judiciary on an 
unwieldy case-by-case basis. The Commis¬ 
sion’s virtues are. that it is lean, staffed with 
the best minds in technical areas of the law 
and free from political affiliation. It also has 
the ability to engage in wide-ranging 
consultation with experts in every field — 
something which the judidary cannot easily 
do. A number of essential modem statutes 
which have added to sodety’s wellbeing, can 
be attributed directly to recommendations 
by the Commission. The 1977 Unfair 
Contract Terms Act and the 1984 Occupiers’ 
Liability Act are but two examples from 


ent years. . . 

n its latest report, the commission has 
used attention rightly on the “bedraggled 
ie" of English criminal law. There can be 
question that this area needs rapidly to be 
demised. The 1861 Offences Against the 
■son Act comes in for special criticism: its 
iquated language obscures the under¬ 
go legal prindples to such an extent that 
terms need to be "translated" for juries 


and magistrates. Section 18 of the Act is a 
stupefying example: “Whosoever shall 
unlawfully and maliciously by any means 
whatsoever wound or cause grievous bodily 
harm to any person with intent to do some 
grievous bodily harm to any person or with 
intent to resist or prevent the lawful 
apprehension or detainer of any person, 
shall be guilty of an offence The 
Commission’s case rests. 

Furthermore, there have been a number 
of important technological developments 
with which our criminal law has not kept 
pace: the existing rules appear not to cope, 
for example, with “deceiving” a cash-point 
machine. There are huge gaps in the law of 
dishonesty. It is still noi a criminal offence 
for an individual (as opposed to a group of 
people) to secure a mongage by deception. 
And since the 1968 Theft Act (as amended) 
only relates to “property”, the law appears 
not to account for unpatented trade secrets 
or any other intangible matter. 

The true essence of the Commission’s re¬ 
port, however, lies in its plea for clarity and 
simplicity in legislation. As its Chairman. 
Mr Justice Brooke, writes in the introduction 
to the report, “large swaths of trust law, and 
landlord and tenant law . .are antique, 
obscure or impenetrable, and the bill for bad 
law goes to those who have to use it” Those 
so “billed” include the Lord Chancellor’s 
department which has to meet “the costs of 
bad law borne by central government”. The 
burden of bad law falls clearly, and 
unacceptably, on the taxpayer. Lawmakers 
must read the Commission’s report with due 
diligence — and act on it. 
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Birmingham turns from politics to pooper-scoopers 
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Club is predicting 100,000 visitors from all 
quarters for the four days of the show, as 
many as used to take the trail to Olympia 
and then Earls Court The most centrally 
accessible city in the kingdom has accom¬ 
modation and kennels at all prices. 

The NEC is spacious enough to accom¬ 
modate not only the new “Discover Dogs" 
pavilion where prospective owners can 
inspect and discuss 160 different breeds with 
experts, but also a national microchipping 
identification scheme for dogs to help them 
to find their chosen breeds when they stray. 
The National Canine Defence League will 
unveil posters dramatising the plight of 
stray and abandoned dogs. Such cam¬ 
paigns, it seems, are making the British less 
careless about their pets and their nuisance 
to others. Animal rights fascists will not 
stand a cat’s chance at Cruft’s. 

The dogs seem to like Birmingham for 
their annual beauty parade. Cruft’s senior 
veterinary officer reports fewer dog casual¬ 
ties than in London. At Earls Court his vets 
had to treat stress-induced conditions such 
as vomiting and diarrhoea. Birmingham 
offers wall-to-wall carpeting, wider gaps 
between the show benches and better air 
circulation. Here the vets have nothing more 
to treat than the occasional tom dew-daw, 
case of itchy skin or the kind of doggy 
depression that occurs when one's political 
master faces charges relating to home- 
improvement grants. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Executive pay and workers’ rights 


From Mr foul Smith 

Sir, It is illuminating that Tim Bell 
("Whan wrong with corporate suc¬ 
cess?”. March 11). in defending the ex¬ 
tent of rewards to senior executives 
and shareholders, considers the im¬ 
pact on all players (Government, dir¬ 
ectors, customers, etc) without consi¬ 
dering the effects on the workforce. 

For years, we have been expected to 
venerate shareholders, ignoring their 
short-termism and lack of commit¬ 
ment whilst denying individual work¬ 
ers any meaningful rights or positive 
contribution. Yes. without profits 
there would be no business; fait the 
overriding point is the continuing fail¬ 
ure m our country to develop business 
systems in which shareholders sup¬ 
port the creative management of the 
human skills and resources of enter¬ 
prises, to anticipate and exploit oppor¬ 
tunities and generate profits. 

Instead of telling us to resist soc¬ 
ialism “tooth and nafl”—surely rath¬ 
er an arid and esoteric pursuit—Tim 
Bell could more usefully focus on the 
more tangible hard evidence provided 
over recent years showing that what is 
most wanted by most people is stabi¬ 
lity. security and a return to bask 
integrity in public life. 

Yours faithfully, 

PAUL SMITH, 

2 Adams Avenue, Saltcoats. Ayrshire. 
March 11. 

From the Reverend Norman A 
Russell 

Sir. There is nothing wrong with cor¬ 
porate success. Wealth creation Is es¬ 
sential and those leading innovative 
public companies which compete suc¬ 
cessfully in world markets can prop¬ 


erly expect support and encourage¬ 
ment from the community as a whole. 

Sir Tim Bell goes over the top, how¬ 
ever, when he says that “restrictions 
on the market are socialism and 
should therefore be resisted tooth and 
nail”. Ideologically, this is extreme 
19th-century liberalism. Well brought- 
up Tories who acknowledge the im¬ 
portance of the market are also con¬ 
cerned about stability and the contin¬ 
uity of values. 

Yours faithfully, 

N. A. RUSSELL. 

The Rectory, Oxford Road. 

Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire. 
March 13. 

From Mr Patrick M. Forman 

Sir, Sir Tim Bell advises us not to 
whiuge about high rates of executive 
pay in the business world, on the 
grounds that these executives work for 
companies that are making profits. 

In your previous issue (Business, 
March 10) you report that “compensa¬ 
tion” paid out by the loss-making 
board of Kingfisher to four directors 
who had been ousted this year “would 
not exceed £3 million” while their 
shareholders suffered grievous losses. 

If Sir Tim has ever experienced the 
costs and delays faced by individual 
shareholders who attempt to mount a 
protest under the Companies’ Acts, he 
would know that it is in practice im¬ 
possible. The belief in control by non- 
institutional shareholders is a chi¬ 
mera: they have to suffer in silence or 
stand accused of the politics of envy. 

Yours faithfully, 

PATRICK FORMAN. 

25 Devonshire Road, Cambridge. 
March 14. 


Dutch depiction of 
euthanasia on TV 

From Dr Robert Twycross and others 

Sir. We welcome the BBC'S interest in 
recent weeks on the subject of eutha¬ 
nasia. It is an issue of public concern 
and discussion is to be encouraged. 

It is open to question, however, 
whether it is appropriate for the BBC 
to be showing tonight the Dutch tele¬ 
vision programme Death on Request , 
in which a Dutch doctor administers a 
lethal injection to one of his patients 
(report. March 15). We understand 
that the programme fails to show the 
wider implications of a legally permis¬ 
sive attitude towards euthanasia. 

Although euthanasia remains a cri¬ 
minal offence in The Netherlands, an 
official decree published a year ago 
states how doctors in that country 
may avoid prosecution if life is active¬ 
ly terminated in a range of circum¬ 
stances. These embrace patients suf¬ 
fering from either a physical or a psy¬ 
chiatric disorder, in each case either 
with or without an express request by 
the patient. 

That a person need not be in phys¬ 
ical pain or even terminally iU to be 
permitted euthanasia is alarming. 
This was confirmed by the Dutch Sup¬ 
reme Court'S ruling in the Chabor 
case in 1994 which upheld a Dutch 
doctor’s decision to administer a lethal 
injection to a woman who was suffer¬ 
ing from depression. The report of a 
commission set up by the Dutch Gov¬ 
ernment (the Remmelink report) con¬ 
firmed several years ago that non¬ 
voluntary euthanasia already occurs 
in The Netherlands. 

Having embraced the practice of 
euthanasia, the Dutch now find them¬ 
selves on a slippery slope which not 
only involves euthanasia for those 
who are not dying but also euthanasia 
without request While television pro¬ 
grammes such as Death on Request 
may be helpful in stimulating debate, 
facts from The Netherlands show 
clearly why euthanasia should not be 
legally sanctioned in this country. 

Yours sincerely, 

ROBERT TWYCROSS 
(Macmillan Clinical Reader in Palliative 
Medicine, University of Oxford). 

JOHN EBOR: 

(Archbishop of York), 

FRANK FIELD 

(Chairman, House of Commons Select 
Committee on Social Security). 

MARION ROE 

(Chairman. House of Commons Select 
Committee on Health). 

CICELY SAUNDERS 
(Chairman. St Christophers Hospice). 
WALTON of DETCHANT 
(Chairman. House of Cords Select 
Committee on Medical Ethics, 1994). 

Sir Michael Sobell House, .. 
Churchill Hospital. Oxford. 

March 15. 


Charily fundraising 

From Mr John F. Gray 

Sir, Charily fundraising and money 
raised far charitable purposes yet 
again reach headlines as a result of 
the BBC Television programme Here 
and Now (report, March 9). The Child 
Aid Foundation is highlighted as an 
organisation that has raised El mil¬ 
lion but distributed very little towards 
the purpose it agreed to raise funds 
for. though it emphatically denies any 
impropriety. 

It is crucial that the British public 
channel funds to organisations that 
have been well established, which 
have low cost-income ratios and are 
able to deliver services too. Entre¬ 
preneurial fundraising is high-risk, 
and often without a structure or stra¬ 
tegy. There are already in die United 
Kingdom enough charities working 
for all manner of causes and condi¬ 
tions and I therefore believe that 
people should channel their donations 
to charities with established records of 
success rather than to ones whose via¬ 
bility has yet to be demonstrated.. 

Fundraising is a serious profession 
and in particular the Institute of Cha¬ 
rity Fundraising Managers, since be¬ 
ing set up 11 years ago, has pioneered 
and developed codes of practice and 
guidelines for fundraising matters for 
those foundations and charities that 
are in the business of raising money 
for charitable purposes. 

We must not deter entrepreneurs 
with a vision for helping others, but I 
ask that such entrepreneurs in the 
future turn first to the existing cha¬ 
rities by sharing tlicir visions and 
hopes and offer to get involved. Start¬ 
ing up on one’s own in these days is 
not necessarily the right way to pro¬ 
ceed. 

The British Red Cross is always 
looking for entrepreneurs to help us in 
our fundraising and in this, our 125th 
birthday year, we welcome by invita¬ 
tion these volunteers. 

Yours etc, 

JOHN F. GRAY 
(Director of Public Affairs), 

British Red Cross Society, 

9 Grosvenor Crescent. SW1. 

March 10. 


A moral question 

From MrJ. P. Preece Smith 

Sir, Julian Critchley (letter, March 13) 
asks dial the Government Chief Whip 
impose a vow of poverty, chastity and 
obedience upon Conservative MPs. 

Is it too much to hope that this vow 
could be extended to include silence? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN SMITH, 

Tudor House, 

Milton Street, 

Fairford, Gloucestershire. 

March 14. 


Single currency 

From the Director General of 
the Institute of Directors 

Sir. It is not the first time that the Ins¬ 
titute of Directors has felt it right to 
provide a distinctive voice in the inter¬ 
ests of British business (“Chambers 
back CBI stance on EMU”. March S) 
in the matter of pan-European mone¬ 
tary mechanisms, and indeed many 
other matters. 

When Britain went into the Euro¬ 
pean exchange-rate mechanism, with¬ 
out the Madrid conditions having 
been met. the IoD was the only repre¬ 
sentative business body consistently 
to warn against ft. Not only were we 
proven to be justified In our warnings 
that ERM,,.'membership would pro¬ 
long the recession, but our judgment 
that the markets would eventually 
blow us out was also correct 

EMU is a “super ERM" from which 
there would be no turning back and 
no escape would be permitted. Those 
who fail to weigh the disadvantages, 
particularly for small and medium- 
sire companies, against the advan¬ 
tages will do UK business no favours. 

Yours faithfully, 

TIM MELVILLE-ROSS, 

Director General, 

Institute of Directors, 

116 Pal) MalL SW1. 

March 8. 

From MrR. L Cheeseman 

Sir, It is interesting to reflect perhaps 
that if we had now a single European 
currency, there could not have been 
pressure on the pound or peseta or 
any other European currency. We 
would not be worrying about interest 
rate rises to protect The pound because 
the pound would not exist, only the 
ecu. Speculators would have to find a 


Doubting Matthew 

From the Reverend Andrew P. 
deBerry 


fry [article, March 6 ; letters. March 9. 
131. The “harsh" sayings of Jesus, 
which gave Parris the impression of 
“a teacher trying to frighten impres¬ 
sionable people”, appear on an initial 
reading to render all of us beyond 
hope. 

But supremely our Lord railed 
against the hypocrites of his day. who 
spoke, of all “men" as their brothers 
yet treated many of them like pariahs. 
Perhaps in His exasperation with 
their blindness He sought to use ima¬ 
gery of the most powerful kind. 

It is dear throughout His teaching 
that Jesus reserved His most bitter 
condemnation for the self-righteous, 
while showing enormous compassion 
towards the rest of us — “publicans 
and sinners" 

Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW de BERRY. 

The Vicarage. Southwell Road, 
Thurgarton, Nottinghamshire. 

March 6 . 


Sir, Matthew Parris himself betrays a 
surprising intellectual laziness in his 
reading of the Gospels and his knock¬ 
down dismissal of Christianity. The 
cart of God’s judgment is unwisely 
put before the horse of the self-giving 
love of Jesus. Scant regard is given to 
the context of what Christ said and to 
whom. 

All would agree with Farris’s old 
“Aunt Sally” that the fear of coming 
judgment is no worthy reason on its 
own for faith. Yet can one really be¬ 
lieve (or not believe) in a God who is 
“infinitely kind, tolerant”? Surely his 
Gad would be so wet that no final ac¬ 
countability would exist for the 


softer target than the ecu, but where? 

I hear the squeals of protest about 
losing our beloved pound coming 
loud and clear, but what good has it 
been to us over the past 50 years? We 
have seen our position in Europe sink 
from the top of division one to a lowly 
one in division two. The need to pro¬ 
tect sterling must bear the blame for 
much of this. Roll on the single Euro¬ 
pean currency, the sooner the better. 

Yours faithfully. 

R. L. CHEESEMAN. 

Willows, Stockley Lane, 

Caine. Wiltshire. 

March 7. 

From Dr Alan Sked 

Sir. John Major's difficulties with re¬ 
gard to Brussels (report. March 9) are 
entirely of his own making. By sign¬ 
ing the Maastricht Treaty he commit¬ 
ted himself to a process which he can¬ 
not now reverse. A "conviction politi¬ 
cian" might have foreseen the prob¬ 
lems involved, but Mr Major has no 
convictions. He is a dassic “fixer” 
whose “fixes” are now coming apart. 

There is no escape for him. He can¬ 
not “fix" foe single currency — we 
must be in or out Likewise, he cannot 
fudge over a federal Europe — we 
must be in or out The brutal logic of 
the situation will destroy the Conser¬ 
vative Party before foe end of foe dec¬ 
ade. 

In or out? That is the question. We 
in the UK Independence Party at least 
know where we stand. We want out 
So far, not even the Tory Eurosceptics 
and “rebels" agree with us. But our 
day will come. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN SKED (Leader), 

UK Independence Party, 

80 Regent Street, Wl. 

March 9. 


Memories are tong in rural districts 
and I doubt whether the vineyard 
owner found it easy to recruit labour 
the following year. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN AMBROSE, 

66 London Street, Chertsey, Surrey. 
March 6 . 
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Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-7825046. 


Threat of‘arrest’ 
to mentally ill 

From the National Director of 
MIND and others 

Sir, The Mental Health (Patients in 
the Community) Bill, which has its 
second reading on Thursday, has 
been introduced in die House of Lords 
because the Government views it as 
uncontnoversial- On the contrary, a 
significant number of leading mental 
health, professional and patients’ or¬ 
ganisations are opposed to the BQ1. 

The BOl would allow health and 
social services authorities to impose 
requirements of residence, place of 
work, training and medical treatment 
on patients suffering from “mental 
disorder". In order to enforce this re¬ 
quirement, a "supervisor" — who 
could be a nurse, social worker, doctor 
or anyone they authorise, such as a 
police officer—would have the power 
forcibly to “take and convey" a patient 
to any of these places. This amounts to 
a new power of arrest 

These new measures risk contra¬ 
vening the European Convention of 
Human Rights. They could jeopardise 
the trusting relationships between pa¬ 
tients and professionals; are likely to 
be used disproportionately against 
black people; and would not solve 
problems in community care which 
are caused by under-investment. 

There would be no need for compul¬ 
sion if existing and future services 
were those which people would use 
willingly and if such services were 
readily available in every community. 

This Bill, as the Royal College of 
Nursing suggests, offers false reassur¬ 
ance to the public and patients and it 
may seriously undermine die thera¬ 
peutic relationship between profes¬ 
sional and patient Introducing such 
threats to highly vulnerable members 
of society is anything but uncontrover- 
sial. 

Yours faithfolly. 

JUDI CLEMENTS 
(MIND). 

DAVID COLVIN 
(British Association of Social Workers), 
DAVID CREPAZ-KEAY 
(Survivors Speak Out). 

PENNY LETTS 
(Law Society). 

JUNE McKERROW 
(Mental Health Foundation), 

BRIAN ROGERS 
(Community Psychiatric Nurses 
Association). 

JOHN WAD HAM 
(liberty). 

do MIND, Granta House, 

15/19 Broadway, 

Stratford, E15. 

March 14. 


Barings collapse 

From Mr David Freeman 

Sir. You and your correspondents, 
such as Professor Cangden (March 4} 
and Professor Solomon (March 8 ), 
have emphasised the importance of 
maintaining confidence in our finan¬ 
cial institutions in the wake of the Bar¬ 
ings collapse. The City could restore 
and confirm it, to the Long-term bene¬ 
fit of itself, by holding on trust a small 
contribution by each of its financial 
institutions, to be used by the trustees 
for the protection of depositors. 

The Guarantee Protection Trust is 
able to secure the collective validity of 
20 -year guarantees, despite the isola¬ 
ted insolvency of individual contrac¬ 
tors. The same concept could serve 
bankers and their depositors if, as in 
foe Barings collapse, loss were to re¬ 
sult from any cause so serious as to 
jeopardise an institution’s ability to 
meet its obligations atone. 

Yours etc, 

DAVID FREEMAN 
(Managing Director, Guarantee 
Protection Trust, 1983-92}, 

Stoneleigh, Coombe Lane. Naphill. 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 


Children’s classics 

From Mr John Rowe Townsend 

Sir, It is intriguing that Anna Home, 
head of BBC children’s programmes, 
for her address to the World Summit 
on Television and Children (report. 
March 13) chooses to “point to the suc¬ 
cess of recent BBC children's prog¬ 
rammes such as The Borrowers, Just 
William and Little Lord Fauntleroy. 
which looked ai the world from both 
children’s and adults' point of view”. 

The Borrowers was first published 
in 1952, Just William in 1922, and Lit¬ 
tle Lord Fauntleroy in 1886. One 
might have expected their points of 
view to be those of present-day child¬ 
ren’s grandparmts. great-grandpar¬ 
ents and great-great-grandparents 
respectively. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN ROWE TOWNSEND. 

72 Water Lane, Histon, Cambridge. 
Man* 13. 


From MrMartyn Chappell 

Sir, The unusual incidence of race¬ 
horse trainers’ birthdays in early 
March noted by Professor Garner (let¬ 
ter, March 10) has been accounted for 
by Colin Campbell’s observation (let¬ 
ter, March 14) that Derby Day takes 
place some nine months earlier. 

Look for a similar string of birth¬ 
days in die week before Christmas 
(the Cheltenham Festival takes place 
this week). 

Yours faithfully. 

MARTYN CHAPPELL 
31 Cadogan Place, SWT. 

March 13- 


Sir, One may sympathise with Mat¬ 
thew Parris’s dilemma ewer Christian- Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN NICHOLSON. 


turned up m the evening were paid 
From the Reverend Brian Nicholson just as much as those who had labour- Long Odds 

ed all through the heat of the day. 


wrongs of individuals or of society 
which his column sometimes points 
up. No infinitely tolerant parent 
would be truly loving — nor would 
such a God be. 


St John's Vicarage, 

Evergreen Drive, Colchester, Essex. 

From the Reverend A. H. Mead 

Sir. It is a pity that Bishop Richard 
Harries, in an otherwise admirable 
letter (March % uses the New English 
Bible's mistranslation of St Luke xii, 7. 
Our Lord told his friends that they 
were worth “many" not “any number" 
of sparrows. The Christian record on 
animal welfare is bad enough as ft is. 

Yours faithfully. 

HUGH MEAD (Chaplain Emeritus), 
St Paul’s School, 

Lonsdale Road. SW13. 

From Mr John Ambrose 

Sir, Matthew Parris’s article prompts 
me to voice doubts that I have long 
had about the parable of the labourers 
in the vineyard (St Matthew, xx, 1-15). 
It will be recollected that those who 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 15: His Excellency Mr Mendi 
Msimang was received in audience 
by The Queen and presented die 
Letters of Recall of his predecessor 
and his own Letters of Commission 
as High Commissioner for the 
Republic of South Africa in London. 

His Excellency was accompanied 
by the following members of the High 
Commission: Mr G J. Grobler (Dep¬ 
uty High Commissioner), Colonel 
Ca Hallowes (Defence and Air 
Adviser). Cokmd J. Foun'e (First 
Secretary). Mr B.F. Kotze (First 
Secretary). Mr JJ. Christians (First 
Secretary. Economic). Mrs S. Singh 
(First Secretary). Miss T. Grpbbelaar 
(First Secretary) and Mr B. Banda 
(Second Secretary). 

Dr TshabalaJa-Msimang was also 
received by Her Majesty. 

Sir John Coles (Permanent Under¬ 
secretary of Stare for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs) was present 
and the Household in Waiting were 
in attendance. 

Mrs Veronica Sutherland was re¬ 
ceived in audience by The Queen and 
Ussed hands upon her appointment 
as Her Majesty's Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
the Republic of Ireland. 

Mr Sutherland was also received 
by The Queen. 

Her Majesty held a Council at 
1230pm. 

There were present - , the Rt Hon 
Antony Newton MP(Lard President), 
the Rt Hon David Huiu MP (Chan¬ 
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster) and 
the Rt Hon Sir John Wheeler MP 
(Minister or State. Northern Ireland 
Office). 

The Rt Hon Timothy Eggar MP. 
Sir Michael Hutchison and Sir Alan 
Ward were sworn in as Members or 
Her Majesty's Most Honourable 
Privy Council. 

Mr Nigel Nicholls was in atten¬ 
dance as Clerk of the Council 

At the Council The Queen pricked 
the List of High Sheriffs for die 
Counties of England (other than 
Cornwall and those in die Duchy of 
Lancaster) and Wales. 

The Ri Hon Aniony Newton MP 
had an audience of Her Majesty 
before the Council. 

After the Council the Rt Hon 
David Hunt MP had an audience of 
The Queen when Her Majesty 
pricked the List of High Sheriffs for 
the Counties of the Duchy of 
Lancaster. 

The Ri Hon John Major MPfPrime 
Minister and First Lord of the 


Treasury ) had an audience of The 
Queen this evening. 

March 15: The Princess Royal. Presi¬ 
dent the Rural Housing Trust this 
morning opened ihe Rural Housing 
Scheme at Clips! on and was received 
by Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant for 
Northamptonshire (Mr John 
Lowther). 

Her Royal Highness. President 
British Knitting and Clothing Export 
CbundJ. later visited Faruask of 
England. Rothwel! Road. 
Desborough. Kettering. 

The Princess Royal Patron, 
SENSE - the National Deafblind and 
Rubella Association, this afternoon 
visited the SENSE shop. 75 Gold 
Street Kettering. 

Her Royal Highness. President. 
The Princess Royal Trust far Carers, 
afterwards opened the Kettering 
Carers Centre. 1 Meadow Road. 
Kettering. 

Mrs Andrew Ralden was in 
attendance. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 

March IS: The Prince of Wales left 

Egypt for Morocco this morning. 

His Royal Highness arrived in 
Rabat this afternoon and was re¬ 
ceived by The Crown Prince. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 15: The Princess of Wales, 
Patron, the Leprosy Mission, this 
morning received representatives 
from the charity and supporters. 
March IS: The Duchess of Gloucester 
this evening attended the 25th 
Anniversary Concert of the English 
Speaking Union Music Fund at 
Goldsmiths' Hall. London EC-4. 

Mrs Michael Wigley was in atten¬ 
dance. 

YORK HOUSE 

March 15: The Duke of Kern. Vice- 
Chairman. the British Overseas 
Trade Board, this morning visited 
Meta® Limited, Gekierd Road. 
BirstaQ. West Yorkshire, and was met 
on arrival by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant for West Yorkshire (Mr 
John Lyles). 

His Royal Highness this afternoon 
visited S. Lyles Sans and Company 
Limited. Jilling log Mills. 
Earisheaton. Dewsbury', and later 
visited Spencer and Halstead Lim¬ 
ited. Bridge Works. Wakefield Road. 
Ossen. West Yorkshire. 

The Duke of Kent Grand Master, 
the United Grand Lodge of England, 
this evening attended a Board of 
Grand Stewards Dinner, the Savoy 
HoteL Savoy Place. London WC2. 

Mr Nicolas Adamson was in 
attendance. 


Dinners 


Coachmaken* and Coach 
Harness Makers' Company 
Mr Alan Maidens. Master of the 
Coachmakers' and Coach Harness 
Makers' Company, presented the 
Coachmakers* motor car cen¬ 
tenary bursary to Mr Scon 
Brookes at a livery dinner held East 
night at Plaisterers' Hall. Mr 
Jeffrey Rose. Mrs Morag Barton 
and Mr John Towers also spoke. 
Royal College of Anaesthetists 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster 
and Mr Gerald Malone. .Minister 
for Health, attended the anniver¬ 
sary dinner of (he Royal College of 
Anaesthetists held last night at the 
Royal College of Surgeons of 
England. Professor Cedric Prys- 
Roberts. president, was the host. 
Sir Donald Irvine and Sir Chris¬ 
topher Paine. President or the 
Royal College of Radiologists, were 
the speakers. Earlier. Professor 
Pierre Eoex delivered the Frederic 
Hewitt lecture and the president 
presented the Dudley Buxton prize 
to Dr Archie Brain and the allege 
medal Co Professor William Fitch. 
Bankers’Taxation Circle 
Lord Tem pieman was the guest 
speaker at the 40th anniversary 
dinner of the Bankers' Taxation 
Cirde held last night at the 
Caledonian Club. Mr CJL Othen 
presided. 

Sports Aid Foundation 
Sir Laurence Vemey. Recorder of 
London. Alderman Sir Alexander 
Graham (Lord Mayor locum re¬ 
runs) and Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare were the speakers at 
the annual d inner of the Sports Aid 


Foundation held last night at 
Guildhall. Mr Paul Zener pre¬ 
sided. Sir Hector Monro. MP. Sir 
Neil Macfariane, Mr lain Sproau 
Minister for Sport. Mr Robert 
Atkins. MP and Mr Richard 
Tracey. MP. were among the 
guests. 

European Association of 
Professional Secretaries 
The European Association of Pro¬ 
fessional Secretaries held its UK 
Annual Dinner at the Hyatt 
Carlton Tower Hotel on March 15- 
Sir Ian Prosser. Chairman of Bass 
PLC. was the guest of honour and 
speaker. Mrs Janis Nowak. UK 
National Secretary, was the host 
Mr Donald Kirkham and Ms 
Elizabeth Crichton also spoke. 

City Women’s Network 
Alison Thome. Chairman, pre¬ 
sided at the Annual Dinner of City 
Women's Network held on Man- 
day, March 13. at Trinity House. 
Clare Spottiswoode. Director Gen¬ 
eral of Gas Supply, was the guest 
speaker. Honorary members 
present were Rosalind Gilmore. 
CB. Prue Leith. OBE. and StdJa 
Rimington. 



Mendi Msimang, the new High Commissioner for South Africa, leaving South Africa House, Trafalgar 
Square, in an open carriage with Vice-Admiral Sir James Weatherall. Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps, to 
present his credentials to the Queen al Buckingham Palace yesterday 


Reception 


British Safety Council 
Mr Neville Trotter. MP. was the 
host at a reception held last night 
at the House of Commons for the 
British Safety Council's Diploma 
in Safety Management and 
Assoriateshipof the Faculty of Risk 
Management awards. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Princess Royal, will visit Sir 
Thomas Rich's School. Oakleaze. 
Longlevens. at 1055; as President 
of the Save the Children Fund, will 
visit the shop at 2 Regent Street 
Cheltenham, at 12.10: and will 
present the Rhz Gub charity 
trophy at the Cheltenham Nat¬ 
ional Hunt raring festival. 
Cheltenham racecourse at 1250. 
The Duke of Kent will launch the 
BSCNet link to the Internet at IBM 
(UK). Upper Ground. London SE1, 
at 11.45; and. as trustee, will attend 
the annual dinner at the Science 
Museum at 7JO. 


Birthdays today 

Mr Matthew Bannister, controller. 
BBC Radio 1. 38: Miss Teresa 
Berganza, mezzo-soprano, 60: Mr 
Bernardo Bertolucci, film director. 
54: the Right Rev Hugo de Waal, 
Bishop of Therford. 60. Sir Philip 
Foreman, mechanical engineer. 72; 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher 
Foxley-Norris, 78; Sir Ewarl Jones, 
chemist. 84: Sir Anthony Kenny, 
president British Academy. 64; 
Mr Leo McKern, actor. 75: Miss 
Georgina Nayter, director. Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Memorial Fund. 
36; Miss Kate Ndligan. actress, 44; 
Mr Roger Norrington. conductor. 
61: Mr R.G. Puttick. former chair¬ 
man. Taylor Woodrow, 79: Dame 
Lurie Rie, potter. 93: Miss Bridget 
Rowe. Editor, The People. 45; Mr 
John Watts, racehorse trainer. 53. 


Epsom College 

The Council of Epsom College 
announces that from September 
1996 Epsom College will be offer¬ 
ing places to girls from 13. There is 
a well established Sixth Form girls 
house at present which will con¬ 
tinue until 1998 as a separate Sixth 
Form girls house, but the College 
mil be going fully coeducational 
from September 1996. 


Lord lieutenant 

Mr Robert Cameron Hastie to be 
Lord Lieutenant for West Glamor¬ 
gan in succession to the late 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Mi chad 
Uewellyn. 


Memorial services Anniversaries 


Lord Rdgate 

The Speaker was represented by 
Mr Michael Morris. MP. at a 
memorial service for Lord Reigate 
held yesterday at St Margaret's 
Church, Westminster Abbey. 
Canon Donald Gray officiated. Mr 
Michael Whitfeld and Dr Joseph 
King, sons-in-law. read the les¬ 
sons. Mr Enoch Bywell gave an 
address. 

The Lady Mayoress of West¬ 
minster and the Mayor of Reigate 
and Banstead and Mr R.N. Bowes 
were present. Sir Edward Heath. 
KG. MP. was represented by Sir 
David Madel. MP. Among others 
present were: 

Lady Reigate (widow), the Hon Mrs 
King and the Hon Mrs Whitfeld 
(daughters), Mrs Joel Fort. Mr 
Nicholas wnitfeld. Mr Mark 
Whitfeld and Miss Melanie 
whitfeld (grandchildren). Mr and 
Mrs william Cross (brother-in-law 
and sister-tn-lawi. Dr Richard Cross 
(brother-in-law). Mn Jonathan 
Martin. Mr Bamabv jago. Mr 
Daniel Jago. Mr Francis Jago. Mrw 
R Worsley. Miss 1 C Vaughan 
Morgan. Captain and Mrs Graham 
Meredith. Mr and Mrs Patrick 
Klllery. 

The Earl and Countess of 
Effingham, the Earl of Cork and 
Orrery, the Earl of Undsey and 
Abingdon;-the Eart-of Siockron. - 
Vlsco unless Bears ted. Viscount 
E ccles. CH. viscount Hood. 
Viscountess Macmillan of 
Ovenden. viscount watkinson, CH. 
and viscountess Watkinson. 
viscount White taw. KT. CH, Lord 


Hadley.lord and Lady Colnbrook. 
Lord Eden ofwinton. Lord Elliott of 
Morpeth, Lord and Lady Enroll of 
Hale 

Lord and Lady Fanshawe of 
Richmond. Lord and Lady Fraser of 
Klim oracle. Lady Frey tiers. Lord 
Hnldemess. LordJenklh of Rotting. 
Lord and Lady KiUeam. Lord 
Mowbray and Stourton. Lord and 
Lady Murton of Lindisfame Lord 
and Lady Newall, Lord Orr-Ewing. 
Lord Peyton of Yeovil, Lord Renton. 
QC. Baroness Sharpies. Lord 
Sheffield, Lord and Lady Simon of 
Glalsdale, Lord and Lady StrabolgL 
Baroness Trumplngton (also 
representing, Chlefwhip. House of 
lordsi. Mis Enoch Powell Sir 
Nicholas Scott. MP. Mr John Biffin, 
MP.. 

The Hon Mis Marr-Jobnson, the 
Hon Lady (Cordelia) van neck, the 
Hon Lady Wrlghtson. Lady Abdy, 
Sir Tobias Clarke (Standing 
Council of the Baronetage). Sir 
Douglas and Lady Dodds-Parker, 
Lady Fisher. Lady fPeter) Foster. Sir 
George Gardiner, MP. sir Gilbert 
Longden. Lady Loverldge. Sir 
Archibald and Lady Ross. Lady 
Sand I lands, sir Edmund and Lady 
Sargant. Sir William van 
Straubenzee, Sir Jerry wiegm. MP. 
Sir Paul and Lady Wright Baron 
vaes, Mr Peter Ainsworth, MP. Miss 
Nancy Balfour. Mrs Humphrey 


Brooke. Dr and Mrs Peter Can non- 
Brookes. Mr w Percy Grieve QC 
Mrs Marti Guinness Aschan. Mr 
and Mrs william Harris. Mr and 
Mrs ABC Harrison. Mr A J Kember. 
Mrs Martin McLaren. Mr Cliff 
MJchelmore, Mr Peter Montague- 
Evans. Mrs D H Morgan. Mr and 
Mrs D T H Nicholson. Mr Kenneth 
Rose Mr Francis Russell Mr John 
Sclater. Mr John Smoker. Mrs 
Patrick Stirling, Mrs Edward Sutro. 
Brigadier and Mr pas Tower, the 
Master and Assistants of the 
March ant Taylors - Company, the 
Bench Chairman of Horsefertv 
Road Magistrates' Court, the 
Chairman of the London Sodety 
and the Regimental Adjutant of the 
Welsh Guards. 

Major-General W.M. Broomhall 
A memorial service for Major- 
General William Maurice 
Broomhall was held yesterday at 
St Andrew's. Minley Manor. 
Blackwater. Camberley. Surrey. 
The Rev Adrian Pblland officiated. 
Major-General I. H. LyaU Gram. 
President of the Bengal Sappers 
and Miners Officers' Association, 
read from John Bunyan's Pilgrim s 
Progress. General Sir George Coo¬ 
per gave an address. Among those 
present were: 

Miss Susan Broomhall. Mr S a 
E vans: Lord Newborough, Sir 
Stephen walev-Cohen. General Sir 
-John SUbbon (Chief Royal Engineer, 
representing the Corps of Royal 
Engineers!. Professor Sir Alan 
Harris. Major-General K J Drewlen- 
klewlcz (Engtneer-ln-Chiefl, Major- 
General P C S hap land (Madras 
Sappers). Brigadier J R E Hamilton- 
Battue. i Major D.D. Alexander 
(Bengal Sapper Association). 
Captain G Fordyce (chairman, 
Blythe Sappers). Mr K Lockwood 
(Coldin Association). Mr H J Brooker 
jQjldicz Sodety) and many other 


Captain Robert 
Wolrige Gordon 
of Esslemont 

The Memorial Service for Captain 
R. Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont 
wfll take place in Si Mary's 
Cathedral. Palmerston Place. 
Edinburgh, on Monday. April 10. 
1995, at 230pm. 

His Honour Edward 
Sutcliffe, QC 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life and work of His Honour 
Edward Sutcliffe. QC. a Master of 
the Bench of (he Inner Temple, will 
be held in the Temple Church on 
Thursday, March 30.1995, at 5pm. 


BIRTHS: Pieter Hooft. poet. 
Amsterdam. 1581: Caroline Her- 
schel. astronomer. Hanover. 
Germany, I «rO: James Madison. 
4th American President 1809-17. 
Fort Conway. Virginia. 1751: Mat¬ 
thew Flinders, navigator. 
Donington. Lincolnshire." 1774: 
George Ohm. physicist. Erlanger. 
Germany. 1787: Rosa Bonheur, 
animal painter. Bordeaux. 1822: 
Camilo Branco, novelist. Lisbon. 
1825. 

DEATHS: Alexander DI. King of 
Sootland 124966. Burntisland. 
Fyfe. 1286: Giovanni Pergolesi. 
composer. FozzuolL Italy. 1736: 
Jean Baptiste Rousseau, poet. 
Brussels. 1741: Robert Surtees, 
novelist. Brighton. IS64; Aubrey 
Beardsley, illustrator. Menton. 
I89S; John James Madeod. 
physiologist, pioneer of insulin. 
Nobel laureate 1923. Aberdeen. 
1935: Sir Austen Chamberlain. 
Foreign Secretary 1924-29, Nobel 
peace laureate. 1925. London. 1937: 
Selma LaserJet, novelist Nobel 
laureate 1909. Marbacka. Sweden. 
1940: Constantin Brancusi, sculp¬ 
tor. Paris. 19?r: William Henry 
Beveridge. Baron Beveridge, pio¬ 
neer of social security. Oxford. 
1963. 

The Aiiterican Military Academy 
was established at West Point 
1802. 

The first liquid-propelled rocket i 
was launched by American physi- 
risr Dr Robert Goddard. 1926. 

Adolf Hitler renounced the “Treaty 
of Versailles’ and introduced 
conscription, 1935. 

The Queen opened the new 
London Bridge. 1973. 


Luncheon 

British Red Cross 
Mrs Nicholas Saint. Chairman of 
the British Red Cross International 
Ladies Luncheon Committee, pre¬ 
sided at a luncheon held yesterday 
at Harrods in aid the of British 
Red Cross’ LSth birthday appeal. 
The Countess of Limerick, chair¬ 
man of council. Mr John F. Gray, 
director of public affairs, and Mr 
Michael Cole, director of public 
affairs. Harrods, were the speak¬ 
ers. Countess Mountbaaen of 
Burma. Viscountess Chelsea. Bar¬ 
oness FTather. and Miss Esther 
Rantzen were among the guests. 


High 

Sheriffs 


High Sheriffs, appointed by Her 
Majestv in Council for the year 
1995: 

England (except Cornwall Greater 
Manchester. Merseyside and 
Lancashire): 

Avon - James Napier Tldmafsh. 
Clifton. Bristol , _ 

Bedfordshire - Brian Guy Wood raw, 
Bedford. , . 

Berkshire - Sir William Richard 
Benyon. TtieoJe. near Reading. 
Buckinghamshire - Sir Henry 
Egenon Aubrey-Fletcher, Chilion. 


lodges HI re - Mrs Margaret 
Elspeth Thomas. Sdrtloe. Hunt¬ 
ingdon. , _ . . 

Cheshire - John Michael Pickering. 
Marisron-cum-Lache. Chester. 
Cleveland - The Hon David John 
Dugdale. Crarhome. Yarm. 

Cumbria - Hugh William Lawson. 
Carlisle. 

Derbyshire - John Maddox Moigan- 
Owen. Melbourne. 

Devon - James Humphrey George 
woollcombe, Plympton. near 
Plymouth. 

Dorsei - John Derek wrlghton. 
Preston. Weymouth 
Durham - Robert Sale. Darlington. 
East Sussex - Alan Alfred Michael 
Mays-Smith. Heaihfleld. 

Essex - Christopher Fere ns pertwee. 
Frartng. Colchester 
Gloucestershire - Frederick Hugh 
Philip Hamilton Mils. Rendcomb. 
Cirencester. 

Greater London - Graham James 
Heame. London NW3. 

Hampshire - Commander Miles 
James Rlven-camac, RN (Rtd). 
winch esier. 

Hereford and Worcester - Hugh 
Bernard Derbyshire. Upton-upon- 
Sevem. 

Hertfordshire- Nicholas Guy Halsey. 
Gaddesden Row. near Hemet 
Hempsiead. 

Humberside - Frank Alan FI ear. 
waliham. Grimsby. 

Isle of wjehr-John James WOodwaid 
AurtlL wn ttewelL 

Rem - Robin John Baker white. 
Street End. Canterbury. 
Leicestershire - Joseph Cowen, 
Laughum Hills, Lutterworth. 
Lincolnshire - David Kenneth Baker. 
Gedney Dvke. Spalding. 

Norfolk - John Oliver Charles 
Btikbeck. Litcham. 

Northampton - James Mackaness. 
Church Brampton. 

Northumberland - Anthony Russell 
wood. Riding MilL 
North Yorkshire -The Hon Simon 
Bartholomew Geoffrey Howard. 
Castfe Howard. York. 
Nottinghamshire - George Edmund 
Peter Thornhill. Wlnthorpe. Newark. 
Oxfordshire - John Stuart Bridge- 
man. Homion. Banbury. 

Shropshire - Nicholas Edward 
Egenon Stephens. Montford Bridge. 

Shrewsbury. 

Somerset - Roy Sctvmgeour Graham 
HewetL Metis. Frame. 

South Yorkshire - Peter wuton Lee. 
Fulwood. Sheffield. 

Staffordshire - Mrs Joanna Mary 
Monckton. Stafford. 

Suffolk - Sir Richard William Hyde 
Parker. Long Melfnrd. 

Surrey - Lady Hamilion or DalzeU. 
Be i ch worth. 

Tvne and Wear - Dr Alan William 
LilLLngton. Sunderland. 

Warwickshire - Stephen Geoffrey 
Evans. Weston under wetherley. 
Leamington Spa. 

west Midlands - Professor Sir 
Frederick William Crawford. 
Edgbaston. Birmingham. 

West Sussex - Hugh Rowland wyart, 
Clssburv. Find on. 

west Yorkshire- Edward Nell Pull an. 
B ram hope, near Leeds. 

Wiltshire - David John Randolph. 
Grlitieion. Chippenham. 

Wales 

Clwyd - william Field Glazebrook. 
Bodfarl, Denbigh. 

Dyfed - teuan wyn Jones, Lud- 
church. Narbrnh. 

Gwent - Richard John Cteeve. 
Penrhos. Raglan. 

Gwynedd - william Wyn Roberts. 
Port Dtnorwlc. 

Mid Glamorgan - Byron Frederick 
Buder.Aberkertfig. 

Powys - peter English. Abermule, 
Montgomery. 

South Glamorgan - John wynford 
Evans. Sr Fagans. Cardiff, 
west Glamorgan - John Quart 
Willard Maclean. Carmarthen. 
Dyfed. 


Carmarthen. 


Duchy of Lancaster 

The Queen pricked the names of 
the following High Sheriffs on the 
Lites for the ensuing year 
Lancashire - Ralph william GoodaiL 
of Hoghton. Preston- 
Greater Manchester - Major 
Edmund Travis Gartslde. of Barn- 
ford. Rochdale. 

Merseyside-Anthony Wilson Shone, 
of West Kirby, wtrrai. 


Guild of Freemen of 
the City of London 

The following have been installed 
officers of the Guild of Freemen of 
the City of London: 

Master. Mr Alderman Clive H. 
Martin: Senior Warden. Wee-Ad¬ 
miral Sir Peter Buchanan; Renter 
Warden. Lord Fins berg; Junior 
Warden. Mr Norman S. Monday: 
Under Warden. Mr Terry Nemko. 


Appointment 

Mr Michael Fitzherbert-Brock- 
holes to be Constable of Lancaster 
Castle in succession to the late Earl 
of Derby. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr CM- Bourief 
and Miss AJ.F. FarrriJ 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs Alan Baals, of 
South Glamorgan, and Amanda, 
elder daughter of Mr Joe Faxrefl 
and the late Mrs J. FarreU. of 
London. 

Mr G.K. Doherty 
and Miss E-C-F. Tondtinson 
The engagement is announced 
between Graeme, second son of 
Mr and Mrs Patrick Doherty, of 
New Plymouth, New Zealand, and 
Emma, eldest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Tomkinson, 

Oxion, Birkenhead. 

Mr JA. Harvey Wood 
and Miss EJ. Warren 
The engagement is announced 
between Julian, son of Mr Andrew 
and Mrs Jocelyn Harvey Wood, d. 
Miserden. Gloucestershire; and 
Emma, daughter of Mr Anthony 
and Mrs Christine Warren, of 
Beckenham. Kern. 

Mr P. Hogg 
and Ms E. Tenbcth 
The engagement is announced 
between Peter, youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs Adam Hogg, of Madow, - 
Budtinghamshire. and Ehtih&; 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Charles 
Ten bet h. of Tewkesbury.' 
Gloucestershire. 

Mr B.R. linfclatrr 
and Mrs M.W.H. Buckingham _• 
The engagement is announced 
between Barrie Rath Lmklater, of 
Chaddieworth. Berkshire, and 
Mary Wilhelmina Harwood. 
Buckingham, nte Burrows,, of St 
Albans. Hertfordshire. 

Mr SJ. Miller 
and Miss H.C Watson 
The engagement is announced 
between Stuart James, son of Mr. 
and Mrs VA Milter, of Orping¬ 
ton, Kent, and Heather Gane. 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs. 
J.S. Watson, of Biddenham, 
Bedford. - - 

Mr RJ. Noordboek Hegt 
and Miss J.L Clifford-Smith 
Hie engagement is announced 
between Robert Jan, second son of 
Mr and Mrs Pieter Jan Noordhoek 
Hegt, of Bussum, Holland, and . 
Jane, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs John Cfifford-Smiih. of 
Ownham. Berkshire. 

Mr M. Salvi 

and Miss N.C. Harrisson 
The engagement is announced 
between Marco, son of Signor; . 
Victor Salvi and of Signora 
Martha Perozzo Salvi. of Genoa. 
Italy, and Nathalie, daughter of J 
Mr and Mrs Ralph Hanisson. of 
Chelsea. London. 

Mr MA Thompson 
and Miss C.V.T. Mach 
The engagement is annntmoffri 
between Mark Anthony, second 
son of Mr and Mrs EdnaJd 
Thompson, of Nassau. Bahamas, 
and Charlotte Victoria Truitt, only 
daughter of Dr and Mrs J. Steven: . 
C. Mach. n. of Winter Park and 
Palm Beach, Florida, USA, for¬ 
merly of Aiverstuke. Hampshire.. 
Captain RJ. Uromsofi 
and Miss H.C Reakes-Williams 
The engagement is annnwinpri 
between Captain Robert Thomson, 
The Royal Green Jackets, eldest 
son of the Rev and Mrs Mites 
Thomson, of Sevenoaks. and - 
Hilary, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Kenneth Reakes^WH- . 
bams, of Noriiuiy. Shropshire. 

Mr JJ. Wright 
and Miss G. Parrish 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, son of Mr J. 
Michael Wright of Harrogate, 
and Mrs Pamela Haxton, of 
Chippenham, and Genevieve, el¬ 
dest daughter of Mr and Mrs. 
Edward Parrish, of Epsom, 
Surrey. 


United World 


Queen Noor of Jordan and Mr 
Nelson Mandela. President of 
South Africa, are to be joini 
presidents of the United World 
Colleges and their International 
Council in succession to the Prince 
of Wales. 


HMD’S: 0171 782 7272 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Cbarm b decepov* am bwoty 
DecCrui: but the woman wtjo . 
tan Qw Lord Is bononed. I RIUTHk 
Proverbs 31 : SO (WEB) | BlRltta 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


ABBOTT - On loot Marcfi 
1996. to Cbrtosortier and 
Keren (nte Kendall), a 
daughter. Katharine (Katie) 
Lomse. a sister for Thomas. 

BAILEY - On March 9th 1996 
at St Mary’s HoopttaL 
PoitajuuuQL to Alison (nte 
DufflefaD and Matthew, a 


brother for Fevas 
BELL - On January 21st 1996 
at The Mmflda and War 
Memorial Hospital In Hong 
Kong to Justtn (Me Day) and 
jattan. a bcsuufUL dsuutilcr 
(Tatiana Victoria). 

BERRY - On 13th Match 
1996. to Vanessa ente Evans) 
and James, a daughter. 
Costma tees Candida, a stater 
for Hector. 

CAHDOE - On 11th March, to 
MDfcr (Me M aBalo di) and 
Martin, a son. Alexander 
Christian, brother Bor Oliver. 
CHAHTER1S - On Sunday 
12th March. In Kathryn mat 
Jamie, a daughter. &me Iris, 
a aMer For FdUx. 

COOPER - David and Cheryl 
(Me Martin), a son. born ai 
Royal Kankswood HoacttnL 
Worcester. an 19th 
De ce mber 1994. A much 
treasured son, Matthew 
Edward. 

ENOCH - On February 16th. 
to Angela (nfe Fox) and 
Stmon. a daughter. Charlotte 
Victoria. Many thanks to aB 
the staff at the Chelsea and 
Westminster Hosp&BL 
SHAY - on 14lh Marth 1996. 
to Sarah bate Kendal) and 
PauL a son. C hr istophe r 
Spencer Fenya. 

GUEST - On March 12th. to 
Henrietta (nde Goode-Adams) 
and David, a daug ht er. 
Jemma Chartooa. 

HtSCOX - On 14th March 
1996. to Sarah and 
Ra at iav n. a son. 

HOWELL-On 13th FWnwy. 
to Jaw Elizabeth (nte 
Henderwrt and Andrew, a 
beautiful daughter. 

Gabrielis, a sister for Emfly- 
Jana. 

KOETS - Flew on March 14lh 
born at The Mhnd 
HoypdaL daughter at Raul 
and G wMIWi Koete. 


MALOOOM - On March loth 
at The Portland HospttaL to 


daughter. Alice 
Alexander. 

MILLER - On 14th March 
1996 in Costa Rica, to 
Yasdio and JuUan. a son. 
Adam Tekisna. 

SI mi OH - On 14th March, 
to Caroline dote Wants) and 
Julia n , a son. Alexander 
lnififn 

WOO - On 13lh March 1996 
al The Portland HosMtaL to 
Sytvatna (nte Nte) and 
Dawson Ka Chung, a son. 
Chi Kin. weighs 2.740 kg. 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


March istti. much loved son 
or ja and Dermal Edwards. 
BusMtakL Lfeanore. Co. 
Waterford. 

OOOeOLD - On 12th March 
1996. p earef uBy In her sl eep 
at Janes Paget Hospital. 
Patricia Godbotd aged Ss 
years. Wife of the late John 




ratsead bySbnonand ton and 
her famOy and (ttaik. 
Funeral Service takes place 
at Raadtog Cr wanw Ma on 
Tuesday 21st March 1996 at 
2 pm. FutnOy Itowm only 


March 13th. peacefully at 
Glebe Court. Lew isham . 
Muriel Veronica. CotoneJ 
Salvation Army aped 91. 
danghiff at Comndarioner 
Frederick St George de 
Lawour Booth-Tucker, teat 
surviving amddwghHr at 
wmtazn Booth. Funeral 
Sendee at SA HU. Broraky. 
Kent. Monday March 20 th 
2. IS pm followed by 
cremation m iw iim i isin Ho 
Dowers, but donations may 
be sent to 2 Btadcbeaiti Rbe. 
SE13 TPM (Ur Evangettne 
Booth Haapfia). Emcri. 
Nktubrotu. India. 

BHASSEY - On Tuesday 14m 
March 1995 to Pstezhoroonh 
District HosptiaL The Hon. 
Peter aged 87. Husband at 
Aomayne and father at 
Rowena, Many and RtchertL 
Funeral Service at Barnack 
Onith on Mnday 20* 
March at 2.30 pm. FUtowd 
by burial In Apethorpe 
Churchy a rd to which family 
onjyare tovtmd. EDQWrias to 
RJ. Scholes. Fiaieral 
Dtreciors, 18 ~~ |~ ijTiu 
Road. BcamfoctL Lines, lei: 
10780) 65092. 

CHADWYCX-HEALEY 
Viola, on March 14th. 
peaoriUiy at dawn, aged 82 
years. Private tenOy 
cremation. Date of Memorial 
Service In be ann o m o e d 
tiwrtiy. 


desired, far The McMillan 
Nursei and Cancer Research 
may be sent a/a L Fulcher. 
80 Whiting Street. Bury St 
Edmunds. Suffolk. 

HAMILTON - On 1401 March, 
to Arbroath. Major (herd) 
Gavin “Slack Joe*" 
HaroOton. PcaoeTuBy at 
borne with his tewing wtfe 
Jane beside Mm. Husband, 
fetiier (o Susan and Jane end 
mndtathar. Funeral smln 
« Mockays FunenS Home. 
Arbroath, at 2J0 p» on 
Friday 17th March, 
thereafter at FriocXhelm 
Crematorium. Family 

flowers, but donations may 
be made In -Ueu to Cancer 


MEDLEY - On February 19th. 
Patricia, sister of Otwa 
Medley ad Dorothy Bath. 
Bfocbamlst and gaoe 
caramlaer for Animal 
WeBUre and the 
Env ironment . 

HERIOY - Alexander John 
FRCS. MS. FDSPCS.. 
peacefully at home on lath 
March 1996. aged BOyeara. 
after a courageous mpL 
Retired Oonatdtnnt Surgeon 
long's College KosBttaL 
London and late 
Postgraduate Don of the 
South East Thames Redoo. 
Dearly be lo ved huaband of 
Cynttua and the late 
Christine, gravity loved and 
devoted earing father at 
John. Christopher, jenny 
and Sandy. Funeral private. 
No flowers or tetters p leni e. 


DEATHS 


KILLS - Chari'S. died 
sudden ly at home on Sunday 
121h March 1996. aged 82 
years, beloved htnfaand to 
Mary and father to John. 
WUI be sadly mtaed by an 
hte EamDy and fi lumli 
Funeral Service on Monday 
20th March 1995at 1.46 pen 
at Att Saints Parttei Church. 
High Wycombe, f oll owe d bar 
a cowin iltta l service 4 me 
CMtera Crmstortuni. 
Amershara. Plowera please 
or donations, if denied, to 
“The Chtidnsi's Sottety*” cfo 
Stuart Price Funeral Sendee. 
13 MB Avenue. Amershara. 
Bucks. HF6 SBD. 


LACE - Cyra, on tAOi March 
1996. peacefldtr to hte deep 
at CranUS Nursing Hume. 
Bath, aged 91. Fonnerty 
Headmaster of CaMn MS 
School BettM. and master at 
Malvern College and 
Secretary of The Mahrernian 
Society. Private acmattai . 
A Memorial Sendee win be 
bald at Malvern on a date to 
be announced- 


LANGTOM - On Starch 10th 
1996. peaeeftfly In London. 
Claire, beloved wife at the 
late David langhm. dearly 
loved moths' at I Irate and 
Christopher. itcmwOw of 
Stamm. Andrew and Roetn. 
Sadly intend by an hv 
yml J i Mi cu. Funeral 

private. Enautries to Pant 
Bysouth Funeral Sendees. 
OuwbtanutfL 101892) 

6S6000. 


MALAM - Dagmar died at 
Greenbanks Nursing Home. 
Llpboofc. Hampshire, on 14th 
March 1996. Known m 
“Dtdde“ to her ntBty friends 
and rriattves. She Is with her 
beloved Pat agten. 
Cre mna cei at GdUfard 
Crematorium at 2 pm on 
23rd March a exL 


DEATHS 


MAPLETHORPE - On March 
13th 1996. Margery Dea rie 
aged 96 years, wtdow or 
CyrC w. Maptethcrpa. 
fermoty Director at Glaxo 
Pic and former P ree td enl at 
the P ha w naceu tical Sodety. 
Funeral Swice to take place 
at St Mary's Church. 
H er ti n gf oc db ray. an Monday 
20Ui March at 2^0 pm. 
FamBy nowera only please 


Andrew, on March 13th 
1995. husband of Pamela. 


Concern may be meat to 
Alfred Scales Ltd.. 11 
Church Street. Hertf ord. 
SC 14 1EJ. 

O'CALLAGHAN - On March 
14th. pe a c eful ly at home in 
Eaq teictiffa . aged 81 yean. 
Winifred i wife of Ihe iato Dr. 
Jerome OYteOagharD. a 
darting mother and 
grandmother. Fortiffed by 
her btth ad her family. 
Requiem Mass at St 
CuthberTs Church. Yarm 
Road. Stockton-on-Tees, on 
Monday 20tb March at 
1&30 am followed by 
private oeznaOan. prior to 
intanKM al a later date tn 
South Shields. At ho- 
requeaL no silly travelling, 
but If wished ftowas. or 
donqiiora » the Royal 
Medical Benevolent Fund, 
may be tent in Ueu. 
Sanations and all enquiries 
to Crake A MaBon Funeral 
Soviet. 46 Norton Road. 
Stockton, tek <01642) 
611716. Deo Qilln. R.LP. | 

SELOUS - Miranda on 13th 
March, much loved titter of 
Gavin, mother of Could, 
Sarah and Andrew and 

g ra n dmot h e r Of Edmund, 

Grace and Joy- Funeral on 
17Ut March. 1.16 pm. St 
Lawrence. Chobham. No 
Rowms please but donations. 

If desired, to C.U.T6. and 
Stoke KandevlBe Hospital. 

SHEPHEAHD - On IRti 
March 1996. Alice Maty 
(Pea) MBE. aged 98 years, 
Deariy loved wtfe of the tale 
Hugh Beaumont Shepheerd 
OBE. and to uglier or the late 
Mr and Mrs B. Prior Alie n. , 
Funeral at Putoor Vale 
Crematorium 2 pm 
Thursday 23M March. 
FUmfbr (towers only to 
Chelsea Funeral Director*. 
(017J) 362-0008. 


Funeral Service 11.30 ma 
March 2lst al Mortiak* 
Crematorium. Family 
tlowere only. Donations. If 
desired, to The Stroke 


AFIUHOOI - On March 11th. ■ _ 

suddenly at Wycombe FLATSHARE 

General HoepttaL Sally Ann 1 
aged 27 years. MeCBca! 

Practitioner, wm be sadly 
missed by an Iter temtiy and 
(ristds. Funeral Service on 
Tuesday March 21st at SI 
Andrew’s Church. Hatters 
Lane. »gh Wycombe. 

Bucks, at 1.15 pm. (UOowed 
by cremation at Chflterns 
Crematortam. Amentum. 

Flowere to David SDvey A 
Son or donattocs to Marlow 
Pastoral Foundation. 26 
Newtown Road. Marlow. 

Burta. SL7 1JY. 

STUBCH - Suddenly on | ,, , , 

March 9«h at Reading. Dftfay. I FLIGHTS 

directory 

Funeral at Reading 
Crematorium on Monday 
Man* 20th at 1.46 pra. 

Family (towers only but 
donations may be M to Ths 
Chtidroi's Sodety c/o Co¬ 
operative Funeral Services, 

572 Wokingham Road, 

Eariey. Reading. 



MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 

BEADL E - A commemoration 
of Die lire of Geoffrey RJ*. 
Beadle will be held In St 
Patti's Church. Cantertwy. 
an Thursday 23rd March al 
II JO am. 


INMEMORIAM- 
PRIVATE _ 

CXACKNELL - m ever loving 
memory of Freda, deariy 
beloved oral wtfe of 
Desmond and mother of 
valeric. Vivienne. Roger am 
Victor, who pasted away on 
March 16th 1980. Our 
brave, brave “wee one" now 
safe in the antis of Gml 
SMITH - hi loving memory of 
Betty and Rosamund - tan. 



WEDDING 
MORNING SUITS 
DINNER SUITS 
EVENING TAIL SUITS 

8UtPLUSTOHme 

BARGAINS FHOM £BO 

Utensn* Hire Drastraox 
22 Oianag Cnas m London 
WC2 Nr LetoMUr Sa Tube. 

071 240 2310 


OLD 6 HEW yack. Bench. 6 pen- 


TICKETS 
FOR SALE 

When responding to 
OdVM tlWwintn 

readers are advised to 

etfaMtoh the face value and 
lun details of tickets before 
entering into any 
commitment Moot sports 
tickers are sofalect to ma 
re-sale and transfer rules. 


ENG V SCOT 

Sat 18th March 

BOUGHT 6 SOLD 
WftlbBlEDOH DBS 95 

Stale Artois. Royal Asom 

Top Concerts and 
West End Shows 
Tol 071 44)38566 
CC accepted Free Dairoy 


tickets 

Bought & Sokl 

ENGLAND V 

SCOTLAND 

ffatton, Oflwr. Lea Mh 
FLE.M.. Stones. StewJ' 

Aff Soccer,-nwatra. 
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Obituaries 


Lord MuOey. PC former 
Cabinet Minister and 
Labour MPfor the Park 
division of Sheffield, 1950- 
83, died yesterday aged 
aged 76. He was born on 
July 3.1918. 

ALTHOUGH unremarkable 
in appearance, no orator and 
without much popular appeal 
Fred Mulley enjoyed a solidly 
successful political career un¬ 
til his deselection in 1982 by 
the constituency he had repre¬ 
sented for more than thirty 
years. It was his misfortune to 
be primarily remembered for 
the occasion on which — as 
Secretary of State for Defence 
— he fell asleep in the presence 
of the Queen while watching a 
Silver Jubilee air display in 
1977. Yet well before then he 
had occupied, with compe¬ 
tence if without distinction, a 
succession of ministries rang¬ 
ing horn Aviation through 
Transport to Education. If he 
was never exactly “a safe pair 
of hands" — he was, in fact, 
notably accident-prone — he 
was regarded by both Harold 
Wilson and James Callaghan 
as a dependable and trustwor¬ 
thy colleague. 

The secret ofhis value to two 
successive Labour Prime Min¬ 
isters lay in the fact that he 
was that rare phenomenon — 
a sponsored trade union MP 
who happened also to be an 
intellectual. He served for a 
total of ten years on the 
Labour Party's National Exec¬ 
utive Committee, becoming 
the party chairman in 1974-75; 
but he never had to risk 
standing for election in the 
constituency section, befog re¬ 
turned (if irregularly} by the 
block votes of the union bar¬ 
ons as a representative of the 
clerical workers in the trade 
union section. He was also a 
prominent Labour pro-Euro¬ 
pean, playing his part in the 
early days of both the Council 
of Europe and of the Western 
European Union (of which he 
was president 1980-83). 

Frederick William Mulley 
was the son of a labourer who 
won a grammar school place 
to Warwick School. When the 
Second World War broke out 
in 1939 he joined the Army, 
attaining the rank of lance- 
sergeant before being cap¬ 
tured at Dunkirk in 1940. He 
spent the ,next five years in 


LORD MULLEY 


JOHN SILVERLIGHT 


David Western. GC who 
won the Albert Medal 
(later translated to 
George Crosg for a 
childhood rescue attempt, 
died in Plymouth on 
March 12 from 

Alzheimer's disease aged 
57. He was born in 
London on April 26.1937. 

A BITtNGLY cold afternoon 
in a lonely Middlesex park in 
the February of 1948 was the 
scene for the extraordinary 
acts of bravery — and sheer 
persistence — which won 
David Weston the Albert 
Medal He was ten years old 
at the time-Apart from Antho¬ 
ny Farrer, aged eight, who 
with his cousin Doreen 
Ashbumham, aged eleven, 
beat off an attack by a cougar 
on Vancouver Island, there 
has been no younger recipient 



prisoner-of-war camps in Po¬ 
land, East Prussia and Bavar¬ 
ia, using the time to pass 
examinations in a number of 
subjects, including economics 
and banking. 

On repatriation in 1945. he 
won a scholarship to Christ 
Church. Oxford, where he 
took a first in Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics. He 
then won a postgraduate re¬ 
search studentship to Nuffield 
College. From Oxford he went 
to Cambridge, where from 
1948 to 1950 he was research 
fellow in economics at St 
Catharine's College. He was 
an MA of both universities. 

Mulley, who had been a 
member of the Labour Party 
since 1936, first tried to enter 
Parliament in 1945, when he 
contested the safe Conserva¬ 
tive seat of Sutton Coldfield. 
After his election for the Park 
division of Sheffield five years 
later, he served on the Select 
Committee on Estimates, was 
a member of a parliamentary 
delegation which visited 
Germany in 1951 said during 
the same year was parliamen¬ 
tary private secretary to the 
Minister of Works. In 1957 he 
was a member of a parliamen¬ 
tary delegation to Kenya. He 


travelled ■ widely on parlia¬ 
mentary missions in Europe, 
the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Africa and Asia. 

He was Deputy Defence 
Secretary and Minister for the 
Army under Denis Healey, 

1964- 65; Minister of Aviation 

1965- 76; Minister of State, 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and Minister for Disar¬ 
mament 1967-69; Minister of 
Transport 1969-70; Minister 
for Transport, Department of 
the Environment, under An¬ 
thony Crosland, 1974-75; and 
Secretary of State for Educa¬ 
tion and Science, 1975-76. 

His most controversial ac¬ 
tion as Education Secretory 
was to direct the Conservative- 
controDed Tameside Council 
in Greater Manchester to go 
comprehensive. The dispute 
began in May 1975, when foe 
Conservatives gained control 
of Tameside Metropolitan 
District on a promise to retain 
the area’s five gr amm ar 
schools. They set about imple¬ 
menting a return to selection 
procedures but were re¬ 
strained by a directive from 
Mulley under Section 68 of the 
1944 Education Act empower¬ 
ing the Minister to intervene if 
satisfied that an authority was 


acting or preparing to act 
unreasonably. 

The Court of Appeal ruled 
that the Tameside authority 
was being reasonable in going 
ahead with its plans to select 
pupils and there was jubila¬ 
tion among Conservatives 
when the House of Lords, to 
whom Mulley had appealed, 
unanimously decided that he 
had acted unlawfully in issu¬ 
ing his directive. Mulley ex¬ 
pressed disappointment but 
accepted the ruling. 

As a Minister he was always 
the target of considerable 
abuse — originating perhaps 
with the derisive label given to 
the 1964 Labour Government 
of “a show called Fred'* (a gibe 
based on the number of mem¬ 
bers of it — Mulley, Willey. 
Peart, Lee etc — who bore that 
particular Christian name}. In 
his last ministerial job at 
Defence he had to listen to 
constant grumbling in the 
ranks about reductions in the 
military budget He rigorous¬ 
ly denied press allegations of a 
serious lack of confidence 
between him and the Chiefs of 
Staff and countered Conserva¬ 
tive charges that his policy 
bore little relation either to 
Britain* defence require- 


DAVID WESTERN, GC 


of the AM. Doreen Ashbum¬ 
ham is foe youngest woman 
ever to have won the decora¬ 
tion. 

David Western was playing 
with three other boys on a 
frozen lake in Osteriey Park 
when the ice suddenly cracked 
and threw his friends into the 
water. He extended his hand 
to each of them in turn to try to 
pull them clear, but as he did 
so the ice broke under him. 
too. and he was pitched into 
foe freezing lake. 

He was at that point sepa¬ 
rated by ice from the other 
three, but by breaking the 
edges in front of him he forced 
a passage towards them and 
pulled the first boy he reached 
to safety. He then waded back 
through foe passage he had 
created and tried to reach his 
other two playmates who were 
still separated from him by 


further sheet ice. He had taken 
the precaution of attaching 
round his waist a thin rope the 
boys had had with them so 
that he could be pulled back to 
the bajik if necessary. 

But he found that the 
ground under him was slop¬ 
ing away and he was out of his 
depth before he could reach 
his friends and was forced to 
start swimming. He was only 
a moderate swimmer and with 
a line round his waist and foe 
water of the lake only a few 
degrees above freezing his 
progress towards the other 
boys was an agonising one, 
with his body temperature 
dropping perilously low at 
every stroke he swam. Not 
only char but, while maintain¬ 
ing himself afloat, he had to 
smash his way through die 
unbroken ice with his fists, 
cutting his fingers to shreds. 


At last he broke true the area 
of dear water where he had 
last seen his comrades. But by 
that time they were nowhere to 
be seen since they had them¬ 
selves been drawn under the 
broken edge of the ice as they 
struggled for life in the bitterly 
cold water. Western now 
made several duck dives to 
take him down under the 
surface in the spot where he 
had last seen them. But in the 
dim light of a winter’s after¬ 
noon he could see nothing. 

At last after a rescue at¬ 
tempt which had lasted an 
astonishing 25 minutes in near 
zero temperatures, he was 
pulled back to shore, utterly 
exhausted and suffering from 
hypothermia In addition he 
was bleeding profusely from 
gashes on arms and legs 
which he had sustained in his 
battle against the ice. 
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merits or to foe international 
situation by arguing that Lab¬ 
our considered it important to 
work for genuine peace and 
disarmament while providing 
defence at a price the nation 
could'afford. 

In August 1977 he publidy 
apologised to the Queen for 
"dozing’’ while seated next to 
her at the Silver Jubilee Re¬ 
view of the RAF at Finningley, 
near Doncaster. Photographs 
taken during a fly-past 
showed him first yawning and 
then with his head resting on 
one hand and his eyes dosed. 
Subsequently the expression 
“I am off to take a short 
Mulley" was said to have 
gained currency in officers’ 
messes from Aldershot to the 
Rhineland. Mulley described 
the incident as "extremely 
embarrassing”. He explained 
that he had had a long night at 
Westminster and, despite the 
noise of the fly-past, thought 
he was going to pass out from 
sheer exhaustion. 

Later the same year he 
again found himself at the 
centre of a lively controversy , 
when he said in the Commons 
that he had no objection in 
principle to the Armed Forces 
having union membership 
and negotiating about pay. He j 
never won foe respect of the 
Services in the way, for exam¬ 
ple, that his prederesssor-bar- 
one, Denis Healey, had done. 

Mulley was made a Privy 
Counsellor in October 1964 
and continuously held office 
through foe first and second 
Wilson Governments and 
then again from 1974 to 1979. 
He was created a life peer in 
1984, having been displaced 
from his renamed seat in 
Sheffield by a left-wing MEP 
at the general election of foe 
previous year. He was spon¬ 
sored as an MP first fry foe 
Clerical and Administrative 
Workers’ Union and then fry 
the Association of Profession¬ 
al. Executive, Clerical and 
Computer Staff. 

He was the author of a book 
The Politics of Western De¬ 
fence, first published in 1962. 
He was also a barrister and an 
accountant- One of his main 
interests was adult education 
and atone time he lectured for 
the Workers' Educational 
Association. 

He leaves a widow and two 
daughters- 


By this time other help was 
at hand but it was too late. 
Western’s other two friends 
were eventually recovered 
from the lake and taken to 
hospital where they died. 
Western's Albert Mala] was 
gazetted on August 13.1948. 

David Charles Western was 
bom in Wiflesden but his 
family moved to Canvey Is¬ 
land during the Second World 
War. His father served in foe 
Royal Artillery, was captured 
in 1944 and spent the rest of 
foe war as a prisoner. 

After the war Western went 
to school in Acton, west 
London, where his family 
moved on his father’s return 
from captivity, and then to 
Westmark Camp School, 
Petersfidd. At 17 he joined foe 
Royal Navy in which he 
served for 22 years finally 
retiring as a petty officer. He 
settled in Plymouth where he 
took a job in foe naval dock¬ 
yard. But Alzheimer's was 
gaining ground and he was 
forced to retire in 1984. He 
remained on the reserve until 
that year and dearly wanted to 
be called up for service in the 
Falklands campaign of 1982. 

In 1972. like other Albert 
Medal holders, he was invited 
to exchange the insignia of foe 
decoration for that of the 
George Cross. This he did, 
donating his Albert Medal to 
the Victory Museum in Ports¬ 
mouth Dockyard. 

His final illness was a cruel 
blow to a man who had a 
fiercely independent spirit and 
remained young at heart 

His marriage, in 1959, to a 
Maltese giri, Rita, was dis¬ 
solved, He is survived by his 
two sons and two daughters. 


John Silverlight 

journalist, died on March 
13 aged 75. He was born 
on November 24,1919. 

THE most durable proof of 
John Silverlight's outstanding 
skin as a subeditor is the 
collection of writings from The 
Observers first two centuries 
(The Observer Observed) 
which he coedited with Joan¬ 
na Anstey in I99L Cutting 200 
years to about 300 pages could 
be, he said, "a cruel business”. 
This was a heartfelt remark, 
for to him Observer journal¬ 
ists, when he joined the paper 
in I960, were "gods”. Yet he 
cut foe prose of J. L. Garvin, 
Arthur Koestter, Kenneth 
Tynan, Patrick O’Donovan 
and many other godlike writ¬ 
ers with every sign of enjoy¬ 
ment The book could not be 
made without harsh selection 
and compression. Sacrifices 
had to be made for the whole, 
as was done every week to 
bring out the newspaper. 

The ruthless cutting often 
required of “subs” to fit arti¬ 
cles into the space available 
does not normally endear 
them to writers but Silverlight 
had the rare ability to win the 
trust of the men and women 
whose copy he “subbed”. His 
perfectionism and respect for 
learning and good writing 
were evident to everyone. 

To reporters he was an ally 
not an adversary; he made 
them feel good, while trim¬ 
ming their masterpieces. He 
wrote elegant headlines and 
knew what he was looking for 
but he was self-effacing and 
could be lavish with praise. 
Work he admired was “pure 
gold” and someone he hero- 
worshipped, he would say, 
“writes like an angel". This 
phrase was picked up by 
Michael Frayn and put into 
the mouth of a character in 
Towards the End of the Morn¬ 
ing, a satire an Fleet Street 
which grew out at Frayn's 
years as a Guardian and 
Observer columnist 
. Silverlight had a general 
but complex personality that 
would interest a novelist He 
was well-read and knew clas¬ 
sical history well enough to 



lecture cm iL He wrote a book. 
The Victor’s Dilemma, pub¬ 
lished in \970, about the Allied 
intervention in Russia after 
foe Bolshevik Revolution. He 
was knowledgeable about 
music, especially Schubert 
and Mozart and the operas of 
Richard Strauss. The Observ¬ 
er, be noted, was born in the 
same year as The Magic 
Flute. He was a worrier and 
did not conceal emotion. 

His background was unusu¬ 
al, though he was tentative 
about foe accuracy of what he 
called his second and third- 
hand evidence for it His 
father, he understood, was a 
Jew. bom Hezekfel SDberlicht 
in or near Lublin in 1888, when 
it was part of Imperial Russia. 
The young man fled from 
pogroms to Hamburg, where 
he was converted to Chris¬ 
tianity. He emigrated to Cana¬ 
da, where he was ordained a 
Church of England priest 

John was born in 
Chatsworth, Ontario. His 
mother was a Canadian who 
died when he was less than a 
year old. In 1927 the family 
moved to California, where 
the Rev Andrew G Silverlight 
and. his second wue, 
Seraphine. daughter of the 
Hamburg missionary, be¬ 
came naturalised Americans. 
But they all moved again, in 
1933, to England and a rectory 
at Wood Walton in the Fens. 

Silverlight was educated at 
Seaford College and Queens', 
Cambridge, but between 
school and university served 


throughout the war with the 
Royal Artillery. He had joined 
foe Army Reserve of Officers 
in June 1939 and embarked for 
Egypt two days before Britain 
declared war on Germany. He 
saw action in Greece. Crete 
and Libya and was badly 
wounded before foe battle of 
El Alamein. He recovered in 
hospitals in Egypt and South 
Africa. Captain S Overlight 
served, after the war. in Pales¬ 
tine and left the Army in 1946. 

After reading English at 
Cambridge, where he per¬ 
formed in foe Footlights, he 
joined The Eastern Daily 
Press in Norwich. He went to 
work on the Continental Dai¬ 
ly Mail in Paris in 1949 and 
was with the Daily Mail in 
Edinburgh and London, be¬ 
fore settling at 77ie Observer 
in 1960. 

At various times during his 
24 years with that paper, he 
edited news pages, leader 
pages, profiles (considered a 
vital ingredient of foe news¬ 
paper), and was deputy editor 
of foe colour magazine. There 
he continued to display his 
impassioned interest in words 
and grammar. He subbed the 
work of foe most distin¬ 
guished contributors and was 
once overheard discussing the 
use of “which" and “that" with 
Graham Greene. 

The passion for language 
generated the “Words" col¬ 
umn which he continued to 
write for nine years after he 
retired in 1984. M acmillan 
published two collections of 
the 284-word columns in 
which Silverlight asked and 
sought answers to questions 
and never talked down to Ids 
readers. 

Silverlight was not proud or 
ambitious in any conventional 
sense but he did take pride in 
being an assistant editor to 
David Astor, in an extended 
profile of Conor Cruise O’Bri¬ 
en he wrote for The Observer 
magazine and in his war 
service “in defence of the 
country I live in”. But he 
remained a Canadian citizen 
to the end. 

He is survived by his wife 
Pamela, whom he married in 
L949. and. by his two sms. 


LADY BRIGID NESS 


Lady Brigid Ness, 
form erfy Princess 
Friedrich of Prussia, died 
on March 8 aged 74. She 
was bora on July30,1920. 

LADY BRIGID NESS was a 
member of foe Guinness 
brewing family, and formerly 
foe wife of Prince Friedrich of 
Prussia (grandson of Kaiser 
Wilhelm II). She was reported 
to be one of Britain's wealthi¬ 
est women but, unlike much of 
her family, she shunned pub¬ 
lic life and was not at all 
interested in politics. She was 
essentially a quiet and modest 
English gentlewoman who 
spent much of her life farming 
in Hertfordshire, gardening 
or boating off the Sussex coast 
Brigid Katharine Rachel 
Guinness, as she was bom, 
was the youngest of the three 
daughters of Rupert 2nd Earl 
of Iveagh. Her father was foe 
head of the brewing family 
business and was also one of 
the country’s leading agricul¬ 
tural reformers. Her mother. 
Lady Gwendolen, elder 
daughter of the 4th Earl of 
Onslow, was equally interest¬ 
ed in politics and succeeded 
her husband in 1927 as MP for 
Southend — when he took his 
seat in foe Lords — being one 
of the earliest women MPs. 

Lady Brigid was foe sister of 
Lady Honor Charmon, the 
wife of “Chips" Charmon, the 
political diarist Charmon re¬ 
called Duff Cooper holding 
Brigid’s hand at the party he 
gave after the Coronation of 
George VI. and his delight 
when his friend. Prince 
Friedrich of Prussia,- an¬ 
nounced he was marrying her. 

Prince Friedrich, known as 
“Fritzi", was a great-great 
grandson of Queen Victoria. 
Bom in Berlin, he was a 
handsome, Nordic figure, 
raised at the CedUenhof Pal¬ 


ace in Potsdam. He was a 
particular favourite of Queen 
Mary and managed to estab¬ 
lish a rapprochement between 
her and the old Kaiser, later in 
their lives. 

The Prince came to live in 
England in 1937 and when the 
war broke out he was an 
undergraduate at Cambridge. 
It was originally announced 
that he would not be interned 
but in 1940 he was sent to 
Canada, in the general round¬ 
up of almost all enemy aliens. 
There he remained until foe 
following year when the fear 



of invasion had passed. He 
returned to England and was 
occupied in agricultural work 
until the end of the war. Lady 
Brigid spent the war serving 
as a nurse. 

They were married in July 
1945. on her 25th birthday, and 
hadihree sons and two daugh¬ 
ters, one son and daughter 
being twins (in 1977 foe twin 
girl, Antonia, a striking beau¬ 
ty, married the Marquess of 
Douro. heir to foe Duke of 
Wellington). At first they took 
the name Mansfield though 
later they adopted foe sur¬ 
name of von Preussen for 


themselves and their descen¬ 
dants. They remained in Eng¬ 
land, farming in Hertford¬ 
shire ax Patmore Hall. Little 
Hadham. 

However, the marriage was 
not without its strains, and the 
Prince'S death when it came 
was dramatic. In April 1966he 
disappeared mysteriously 
from Schloss Rhemharts- 
hausen. his German home 
near Wiesbaden, at the same 
time as divorce proceedings 
were instituted by his wife. 
The reason was later given as 
“incompatibility". 

On May I. after many 
reports in the press, the 
Prince's body was found in foe 
Rhine near. Bingen. He was 
wearing the cufflinks given to 
him fry George V. The cause of 
his death, despite much specu¬ 
lation. was never established. 

The following year, his wid¬ 
ow married Major Patrick 
Ness, of the Queen's Bays. 
They continued to farm and to 
live at Ifatmore Hall, and at 
homes in Aberfeldy and Perth¬ 
shire. Lady Brigid also inherit¬ 
ed, from her father who died 
in 1967, two houses on the 
coast at Bosham, Sussex. She 
and her husband were enthu¬ 
siastic sailors until Patrick 
Ness’s stroke in 1989 put a stop 
to strenuous activities. 

Their other main interest 
was racing. Major Ness had 
been an amateur rider, a 
trainer at the Jockey Club of 
Kenya and served as Starter of 
the Jockey Club from 1959 to 
1969. Together they owned a 
brood mare. Nicky’s Vulgan. 
and their best horse was 
Magellan, trained by Jeremy 
Hindley. which enjoyed sev¬ 
eral wins over hurdles and 
fences. 

Lady Brigid is survived fry 
her three sons and two daugh¬ 
ters. Her husband died in 
1993. 


DEATH OF SIR HENRY 
BESSEMER 

We regret to announce the death of Sir 
Heniy Bessemer. His inventive faculties 
covered a very wide area, ranging from gold 
paint to sugar machinery, and from the 
design of steamboats to the making of huge 
telescopes. But it is in connexion with his 
metallurgical labours that his name will go 
down to posterity, for he can daim the almost 
unique honour of having by his own exertions 
brought about a worldwide revolution in 
so great an industry as the manufacture of 
steeL 

About the period of the Crimean war 
Pasmmgr was among those who interested 
themselves in the improvement of guns and 
projectiles but be ultimately came to the 
coochision that it was useless to work on the 
projectiles until the guns themselves had been 
rendered stronger and better. He therefore 
erected experimental ironworks in St Pan- 
eras, and devoted much labour and money to 
investigations which were for a long time 
without result. For two years his attention had 
been diverted from his ordinary business 
pursuits before he hit upon foe central 
principle of the Bessemer process for the 
conversion of cast iron into cast steeL 


ON THIS DAY 
March 161898 


In an obituary of 2500 words, perhaps 
the most intriguing passage is that 
which describes the frustrations that 
preceded Bessemer's finest achievement 
He died in lus 86th year. 


Rarmerly the necessary decarbonizatian af the 
molten iron was effected by the operation of 
puddling, which consisted of working the iron 
about so as to expose every part of it to the air. 
This mefaod was very stow and laborious and 
exceedingly trying to the halFnaked men who 
were engaged in it 

Bessemer’S improvement was really to 
brine the air to the iron instead of the iron to 
the mr. and to blow a blast of air through the 
molten metal until it was sufficiently de¬ 
carbonized. At length he was successful in 


making steel which in quality was indistin¬ 
guishable from that made by the old methods. 
But when he brought his improved process 
before the public no one would have anything 
to do with it, for it was only remembered as a 
thing which had made a great Naze a few 
years before and had been a complete failure. 
Bessemer soon perceived that, listed was to 
be made by his process at alL it would have to 
be made by himself. In conjunction, therefore, 
with his partner. Robert Longsdoo. and the 
Messrs. Galloway, of Manchester, he bought 
land at Sheffield and proceeded to build steel 
works for himself in the very centre of the sted 
trade. 

In due course the works were finished and 
in working order. For some time only trifling 
orders were received, but these grew in 
number and in size, until oneday the Sheffield 
steel-makers awoke to the faa that they wens 
being undersoldbyscmieE20at£m.Fbrced to 
the belief dial there must after all be 
something in the new process, they began to 
apply for licenses. The firm of Henry 
Bessemer and Co. pr ospered exceedingly and 
became one of the most lucrative buanesses 
that the world has ever seen. During the 14 
years for which the partnership existed the 
profits were at the rate at nearly 600 per 
Cent 









US attempts to mend rift 


Footballers 'innocent* 

Bruce GrobbeUar. John Fashanu 
and Hans Segers. the Premier 
League players arrested by detec¬ 
tives investigating allegations of 
match fixing, protested their in¬ 
nocence as they were released on 
police bail--— Page 1 

Nursery school boost 

Plans for parents to be given 
vouchers to pay for nursery edu¬ 
cation received the supportof Jon¬ 
athan Aitken. the Treasury Chief 
Secretary...Page 2 

Pensions hero 

A 24-year-old sculptor grandson 
of a First World War hero has 
become the unlikely toast of the 
House of Lords.Page 3 

Battle for Paisley 

The once thriving Victorian town 
of Paisley has beoome the drug 
centre of the west of Scotland as 
gun-wielding gangs battle for ter¬ 
ritorial rights.—.Page 4 

Criminal waste 

Millions of pounds of taxpayers' 
mane/ is being wasted by judges, 
lawyers and police seeking to 
apply antique, obscure and im¬ 
penetrable criminal laws, the 
Government’s law reform body- 
said.....Page 5 

Vets breaking rules 

More than 20 vets have been 
reported to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons for flouting 
rules against the cosmetic dock¬ 
ing of dogs’ tails.—.Page 7 


Scientists’ heads in the clouds 


■ The misty top of a Lake District fell is being transformed 
into an exotic experiment as scientists armed with vacuum 
suction machines and special bottles come to catch clouds. 
About £1 million has been given to 37 scientists from countries 
including Austria, Germany and Slovenia to collect clouds on 
Great Dunfeli, Cumbria ....— Page 3 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,804 


ACROSS 

I Reckless and wicked communist 
attorney has order reversed (9). 

6 Possibly a man's attempt to go 
without exercise (5). 

9 King abandons routine to accept 
fashionable token (7). 

10 irs comparatively large, including 
the outer suburbs (7). 

11 Northern woman with at least one 
grandchild (5). 

12 A random moonquake throws out 
a scientist's study (9J. 

13 Supercilious old horseman (8). 

IS It is criss-crossed with lights and 

transmits power for them (4). 

19 Teacher may call it a revolution 

(4). 

20 Police informer goes to sleazy bar 
for a drop (8). 

23 A scene not translated into an 
Asian tongue (9). 

24 Encountered books about a dan 
Symbol (5). 


26 One searching for trainees? There 
may be a catch in it (7). 


27 Harbour with a single firm walk¬ 
way (7). 

28 Material in drawer with no key to 
it (5). 

29 Steward with a great deal of 
retrospective wisdom (9).’ 


Solution to Puzzle No 19,803 
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DOWN 

I In which courses are provided on 
parallel lines (6-3). 

. 2 Upright type managed to secure 
award (5). 

3 Be in lead perhaps? Thars open to 
contradiction (8). 

4 Countryman not finishing filthy 
drink (8). 

5 Envoy, for instance, entering 
unpunctually (6). 

6 Some Celts speak it in sombre 
tones (6). 

7 Musical medley sent to a listener? 
(3-6). 

8 Hat worn for a race in Kentucky? 
(5). 

14 But it may be compulsory for key 
players (9). 

16 Exceptionally attractive tiling, to 
be involved with drama (9). 

17 Unsophisticated lacrosse players 
joke (8). 

18 Face recog niz ed in films (8). 

21 It may count a lot to those with 
hay fever (6). 

22 Quest for rector initially installed 
in main church (6). 

23 Supply grub, but not by post (5). 

25 Article identifying an obsession 


Times Two Crossword, page 4Q 


THE TIMES TODAY 


THURSDAY MARCH 16 


■ The Clinton Administration has initiated efforts to mend its 
rift with Britain as it called for an immediate start to the 
decommissioning of die IRA's weapons arsenal. 

Adopting the British Government's line almost word for 
word, Richard Holbrooke, assistant Secretary of State for 
European Affairs, said that “non-violent constitutional parlies 
cannot be expected to sit at a table with the political 
representatives of par amilitar y groups who have retained the 
right to return to violence”....Page 1 

“Feel-good” factor delayed 

■ Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, gave 

warning that the "feel-good" factor could be delayed until the 
next election. He said prosperity would have to rise for another 
two years at least before people felt more secure..Page 1 


Patients struck off 

Dentists have removed more 
than 800,000 patients from their 
lists because they are too expen¬ 
sive to treat— -Page 8 

Corruption claim 

Jeremy Hanley, the Tory party 
chairman, was at the centre of 
another political dispute after 
claiming that Labour councils 
were generally corrupt.Page 9 

Fish war victory 

The European Union declared 
victory in the fishing war with 
Canada after the Spanish trawler 
captured last week was uncondi¬ 
tionally released-Page 10 

Rushdie supported 

The Council of Europe voted 
unanimously to insist teat Euro¬ 
pean governments reject closer 
trade or political relations with 
Iran until it lifts the fatwa against 
Salman Rushdie-Page ji 

Disobedience plan 

Leaders of the 13,000 Jews resi¬ 
dent on the occupied Golan 
Heights were planning a cam¬ 
paign of dvil disobedience after 
the announcement that peace 
talks are to resume_Page 12 

Killings revelations 

Revelations by Adolfo Perez 
Esquivel the Argentine Nobel 
peace prize winner, have added 
weight to new evidence that the 
country's military dictatorship 
killed hundreds of torture and 
kidnap victims Page 13 



Preview: Wealth could not buy 
happiness for Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis: Secret lives (Channel^ 
9pm). Renew: Matthew Bond has 
rarely seen more powerful tete- 
vision titan the Dutch documenta¬ 
ry on euthanasia:_—Pagc 39 


When ties unwind" 

Unity of purpose is the essence of 
Anglo-American diplomacy. The 
Clinton Administration appears to 
break this tradition_Page 17- 

The value of good law 

English law, so rich in its own 
aphorisms, fails to register that 
“dear law is good law"_Page TJ 

Voting for the dogs 

This week all waBdes lead to 
Brum. Woe betide any poHtwfl - 
intriguer who gets in the way of the.' 
dog world bosses_Page l? 


The crowd follows the runners at Chelt mham, attended by Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother yesterday. Pages 36,37,40 


Prudential: The Stock Exchange 
said Michael Newmarch of the 
Prudential, did not break the rules 
on directors dealings but that the 
company did_Page 21 

Power battle: Northern Electric 
said it was prepared to entertain a 
further and possibly hostile take¬ 
over offer from Trafalgar House in 
the £1 billion battle-Page 21 

British Aerospace: BAe is clearing 
tiie way for a merger to create 
Europe’s largest missile business 
by shedding up to 1350 workers 
from its subsidiary_Page 21 

Markets: Hie FT-SE 100 index fell 
3.6 points to 3047.0. Sterling's 
trade-weighted index fell from 853 
to 85.0 after a rise from $13877 to 
$13990 but a fall from DM22455 to 
DM23247_Page 24 


Motor racing: The McLaren For¬ 
mula One team admitted Nigel 
Mansell may miss the first two 
grands prix this season while a new 
chassis is built_ Page 40 

Racing: Viking Flagship won the 
Queen Mother Champion Chase at 
Cheltenham for the second year 
running, one of three winners for 
David Nicholson.. Pages 36.37,40 

Rugby union: Ian McGeechan. the 
former Scotland coach, tells how he 
devised the strategy to defeat Eng¬ 
land in 1990 and how he would go 
about achieving a repeat this 
year-:-Page 38 

Football: Tonight, in Auxerre. 
Arsenal will seek to emulate Chel¬ 
sea in restoring England's reput¬ 
ation in the Cup Winners' 
Cup__Page 40 


A little feminism: The new screen 
version of Little Women gives a 
modem twist to Louisa M. AJcott's 
classic. Other new films include 
Gary Oldman as Beethoven in Im¬ 
mortal Beloved, and Priest — a 
torrid and topical saga of gay love 
in the clergy..Page 29 

Best of Giulini: The great I talian 
maestro Carlo Maria Giulini is this 
month's CD Direct Four of his fin¬ 
est recordings are available to 
7lmes readers at specially reduced 

prices:-Page 31 

White at Wembley: Barry White 
brought his inimitable brand of 

soul to Wembley Arena_Page 31 

Chilly cframa: Sharraan Macdon¬ 
ald’s new [day The Winter Guest is 
a chilling saga of disintegrating 
relationships_Page 30 


Up and under Joanna P itman 
meets Rob Andrew, the chartered 
surveyor who wifi be kicking for 

England on Saturday—.Page 14 

Clinton’s calfing: Martin Fletcher 
on how presidents simply do not 
fail to get connected to world 
leaders-Page 14 


No meat please: Every week 2,000 
Britons change to a vegetarian diet 
—but is it good for them?. Page 15 
Take heart Patients who complain 
about "a touch of angina” could 
have a serious problem_Page 15 


TIM CONGDON 

For rite 33 million people wto 
bought their first property in,1983- 
89. the house-price slump since 
1990 had been a financial blow 
below the belt The withdrawal of 
mortgage interest relief then came 
as a fiscal slap in the face. Page H 
JANET DALEY 
Hypocrisy has had a good week. 
But is the English taste for ir just 
part of a larger cultural preference 
for obliqueness?_-Page K 



Paradise regained: Dubrovnik. 
Shawls "paradise on earth" aims to 

win back Britous_Page 34 

Le Shuffle? Large demand for 
spaces on Le Shuttle could mean 
big delays_Page 34 


Lord Mufley, former Cabinet Min¬ 
ister and Labour MP: Jotar. 
Silverlight, journalist; David 
Western. GC, schoolboy hero; 
Lady Brigid Ness, formerly RrnF' 
cess Friedrich of Prussia ..Page 19 
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Concern about a legally permis¬ 
sive attitude to euthanasia Page 17 



Valerie Grove, 
required reading 
about those 
in the news 


Bernard Levin: “Just 
as 1 was despairing of 
Canada for ever, I 
heard a rumbling..." 


on 

e myths 
surrounding 
Jackie Onassis 


Caitlm Moran parties 
with Kirsty MacColL 
the Lauren Bacall 
Of pop music 


Sage of Chelsea: Peter Ackroyd on 
a new biography of Thomas Car¬ 
lyle, die high priest of hero-wor¬ 
ship. by Simon Heffer_Page 33 

American prophet: Christopher 
Lasdi’s Revolt of the Elites, a post¬ 
humous apologia for traditional 
American values, is reviewed by 

Golin Welch--—Page 32 

New MacMavaUU Sarah Baxter de¬ 
codes Lord McAlpinCs Letters to a 
Young Politician and finds “one 
long poison pen letter to John 
Major"---Page 32 


When Britain expressed its dis¬ 
pleasure over tire Gerry Adams, -jft; 
meeting, the White House essen- 
dally told the Brits to temp it ; - - * 
Perhaps the end of the Cold WarV! 
has liberated liberal heads of state^hc'.- 
into a state of light-headedness . j 
- The Wall Street Journal ^ 
The biggest weakness in American 
policy towards Iran is its inconsis- . - 
tency. What is needed now. is to 
determine whether the United' - 
States is exerting all tiie pressure it 
is capable of on a rogue regime * • 

—Los Angeles Times 
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England and Wales will have sunny 
spells and showers, wintry in the north 


speifs and showers, wintry in the north 
of England. Rain will spread east 
across all areas during the afternoon 
and evening. Strong southwesterly 
winds will make it feel cool in most 
parts. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland wUI 
be cloudy with rain or snow, but 
eastern Scotland will be dry at* first 
Sunny spells and wintry showers will 
follow from the west Strong to gale 
force southwesterly winds wftl make it 
feel cold in most places. 

□ London, Central S, Central N, 
SE. E England, E AngSa, E, W 
Midlands: sunny spells and showers. 
Rain this evening. Wind fresh to 
strong southwesterly. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales: sunny spells and 
showers, becoming cloudy tor a time 
with rain. Wind strong southwesterly. 
Max 8C (46F). 


□ NW England, Lake District, Isle 
of Man. NE England: wintry show- 


of Man, NE England: wintry show¬ 
ers, becoming prolonged. Sunny 
spells and showers later, perhaps 
thundery. Wind strong southwesterly, 
touching gate at times. Max 7C (45F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth: dry at first. 
Sleet or snow, then sunny spells and 
showers. Wind strong to gate force 
southwesterly. Max 6C (43F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NWScotland, N 
Ireland: sleet or snow. Heavy wintry 
showers later. Wind strong to gale 
force southwesterly. Max 6C (43F). 

□ NE Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: 
showers, some heavy, becoming 
prolonged for a time. Wind moderate 
southwesterly, becoming strong. Max 
5C (41F). 

□ Outlook: remaining unsettled, with 
showers in the north, rain at times in 
the south. 
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For the latest AA traffic/roadworks 
information, 24 hours a day, del 0336 401 
followed by fro appropriate code: 

London 4 SEtrafOc, roadworks 

Area within M25...-.-731 

Essw/Herts/Bed^Sucta/Baks/OMon.732 

Kent/Surm/Susse^tants... 734 

M25 London Orbital only..-.— .. .736 

Kattanal traffic and roadworks 

National motorways-- 737 

WestCowitry__738 

Wales.—...739 

Midlands. -740 

EaetAncfia. 741 

North-west England.. 742 

North-east England... .743 

Scotland..._.._..,744 

Northern Ireland. 745 


Chan ges to t hechgrt betow from noon: Low D wU drift east and fill. LowQwiS mew SE 
and continue to fin. Hi^» C will be slow-moving with little change to oentnti pressure - 


AA Roadwatch le chsged at 38p per minute 
(chee p rate) and 49p per mfouta at at other 
times. 


rtghes day lamp: London. 14C 
rrrax: Gfe9camoch, northern HtfSand, 
heat raMafclavtick, Shetland tales, 
sunshine: KMosa. Morey Rnh. 
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Northern directors willing to entertain new bid 

^WBSrrl SETS Clash over timing of fresh Trafalgar offer WfflKS 
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THE saga of the El billion assaulton 
Northern Electric by Trafalgar 
House, the shipping to construction 
conglomerate, took yet another turn 
yesterday when Northern said that it 
was prepared to enrenam a further 
takeover offer. 

The earlier Trafalgar bid. worth 
H-2 billion, lapsed on Friday, a victim 
of the announcement by Professor 
Stephen Uttiechild, the electricity 
regulator, last week that he was 
considering reviewing the framework 
governing prices in the industry. His 
announcement led to huge falls in 
share prices in the sector. 

Trafalgar's bid. of Ell cash lapsed, 
and the group immediately tried to 
rebid at 950p. Thar lower offer was 
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HEWERS 


The Pru 

guilty of 

SE rule 
breach 


rebuffed by Northern, and, under 
City takeover rules, therefore failed. 

However, Northern, after indica¬ 
tions that a majority of its sharehold¬ 
ers wanted the chance to consider 
Trafalgar’s offer, said yesterday that 
directors had told the Takeover Panel, 
the City watchdog on bids, that it 
would agree to a new offer “after the 
present uncertainty has been removed 
by the resolution of the regulatory 
position currently under review". 

In an about-turn, Northern also 
said that such an offer could go ahead 
whether or not its board was prepared 


• _fr 


to recommend acceptance. Under the 
Byzantine rules governing City take¬ 
overs. such an offer, at a lower price, 
would not normally be allowed 
without the full support of a target 
company's directors. 

Predictably, both parties were 
immediately at loggerheads over the 
implications of the latest twist in the 
tale Northern was insisting that the 
regulator, if he decides on a full 
industry review, would have to reach 
agreement with the industry about a 
new regulatory framework before the 
uncertainty had lifted sufficiently tor 




a new bid to be made, a process that 
would take months to complete. 

Northern, which provides electricity 
to north-east England and is the first 
of the regulated utilities to attract a 
takeover bid. has said that “sub¬ 
stantial uncertainty" over what the 
regulatory position would eventually 
be makes it impossible for the board to 
decide on the virtues of any bid. 

However, Trafalgar, which wants 
Northern both for its strong cash 
flow and because the deal offers tax 
advantages, said that a fresh offer 
could come as soon as next week. 


Professor LittJechild has said that he 
will deride a week tomorrow 
whether to conduct a review. This, 
says Trafalgar, would sufficiently 
reduce uncertainties surrounding the 
industry to allow it to return. 

Northern's shares, which had risen 
sharply on Tuesday on hopes of a 
new bid, added another 32p to 821p 
yesterday on the news. 

One of the tew things that the two 
sides can agree an is that the present 
situation amounts to “exceptional 
rirajmstances". City lawyers say that 
the saga has run so far ahead of 
precedents that its outcome is proba- 
bly impossible to guess. _ 

Pennington, page 23 
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By Robert Miller 


THE Prudential, Britain’s 
largest insurer with assets of 
£75 billion, was yesterday 
found guilty of breaching 
Stock Exchange rules.- 

But Mick Newmarch, its 
former chief executive who 
resigned after the exchange 
launched an investigation into 
a controversial share option 
(teal, was cleared of trading 
while in possession of price- 
sensitive information. 

Mr Newmarch left his post 
in January, saying his relation¬ 
ship with regulators had bro¬ 
ken down and that the ex¬ 
change was studying his deal¬ 
ings in the company’s shares. 

Hie share deal involved Mr 
Newmarch exercising an op¬ 
tion in Prudential shares on 
October S. hours before it 
expired and hours before a 
critical report into personal 
pensions mis-selling was pub¬ 
lished by the Securities and 
Investments Board (SIB), the 


Mick Newmarch, as chief 
executive of the mighty Pru¬ 
dential was the biggest and 
prickliest thorn in the side of 
the City's regulatory estab¬ 
lishment Here was a man 
who could spot a naked 
onperor at 500 paces and 
would not keep it to himself. 

Penningtoru page 23 

chief City regulator. Mr 
Newmarch sold 2D3J50 
shares for a profit of £ 203 , 000 . 

Just days before the SIB 
published its report. Mr New¬ 
march and Sir Brian Corby, 
chairman of the Prudential 
who approved his chief execu¬ 
tive’s share deal, met Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, and 
Anthony Nelson, the Econom¬ 
ic Secretary to the Treasury- 
At the meeting, the SIB 
report and its damning impli¬ 
cations for the pensions indus¬ 
try were discussed in some de- 
tail. It is this information that 
was regarded as being pot¬ 
entially share-price sensitive 
and which led to the ex¬ 
change's five-month inquiry- 
The Treasury was subse* 
quently asked by the exchange 
to provide any evidence tnai 
could shed light on Mr New- 
march’s knowledge of the sib 
report at the time he exercisea 


his share option. Treasury 
officials gave evidence and 
attended a final meeting with 
the exchange's quotation com¬ 
mittee on Monday. They of¬ 
fered written minutes of the i 
Treasury meeting with Pru¬ 
dential officials but die ex¬ 
change rejected this offer. 

Hie exchange said yesterday 
that Mr Newmarch had not 
breached its model code which 
says “a director must not deal 
in any securities of the listed 
company at any time when he 
is in possession or unpublished 
price-sensitive information to 
those securities, or otherwise 
where clearance to deal is not 
given." In this case. Sir Brian 
gave his approval. 

But the exchange inquiry did 
find that the Prudential was 
guilty of breaching its listing 
rule 16.18. This says that a 
company must take all “proper 
and reasonable steps to secure 
compliance" with the directors' 
dealing code. 

The exchange added: “The 
committee was critical of the 
way in which Mr Newmarch 
and the Prudential approached 
their consideration of the deal¬ 
ings and the information avail¬ 
able. It has made these 
concerns known to Mr New¬ 
march and the company.” 

Sir Brian said the exchange 
statement “still leaves some¬ 
thing in the air. Mr Newmarch 
was being accused of dealing 
while in possession of price 
sensitive information and I was 
accused of permitting the deal 
to go ahead in those circum¬ 
stances. The Stock Exchange 
seems to be saying that we got 
the correct answer but didn’t go 
about it in the right way." 

Alistair Darling. Labour's 
City affairs spokesman, has 
written to Michael Lawrence. 
Chief Executive of the Stock 
Exchange, calling for a foil 
explanation of how the Pro 
breached the rules and Mr 
Newmarch did not. He accused 
the exchange of issuing half a 
statement and said this would 
fuel further speculation as to 
what went wrong. 

In the next few weeics, 
Lautra the outgoing regulator 
for life companies, is to discuss 
an informal investigation « 
carried out last year into the 
pension selling practices of 
prudential sales staff. 
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Well-heeled: Strong growth in British retailing helped John Church, chairman of 
Church & Co, the quality shoe company, announce a 30 per cent rise in underlying 
profits. But a £568,000 property writedown cut pre-tax growth with profits up 12 per 
cent at £3.6 million. A final 10.75p (IOp) dividend makes a total payout of 13.75p (13p). 

Peter Baring sidelined 


PETER BARING, the chair¬ 
man of Barings at the time the 
33-year-old bank collapsed, 
has been sidelined by Interna¬ 
tional Nederianden Groep 
(ING). the new Dutch owners. 

Mr Baring has not been 
given any key elective role in 
spite of his extensive know¬ 
ledge of how the Barings 
group of companies works. 
His only role is that of adviser 
on matters affecting the 
Barings business collectively 
and to provide liaison between 
the businesses. Mr Baring 


By Robert Miller 

offered his resignation at the 
time of the ING takeover, but 
this was rejected by Aad 
Jacobs, the chairman of ING. 
Last week Mr Jacobs said that 
Mr Baring would remain 
until after the Bank of En¬ 
gland’s inquiry into the 
Barings collapse was complet¬ 
ed. He added: “If it finds he 
has done something wrong we 
will take appropriate action, 
but I hope it does not" 

INC'S new structure puts its 
own senior personnel firmly 
in the driving seat of Barings 


in a series of management 
committees and under the 
overall direction of Hessel 
Lindenbergh, the new Barings 
chairman. An TNG spokes¬ 
man said last night “This is a 
temporary, structure under the 
Bank of England report is 
completed. We now have key 
ING managers firmly in 
charge of the key areas of risk 
management, control and 
compliance. Changes could be 
made after the Bank's report" 

US enthralled, page 22 


BAe clears way to set up missile venture 
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could be reached within a fortnight 
ByRossTieman lyjrfi combined sales of about £900 

iNtHSTRiALCORREsK> NDENT miil j on , 6.100 workers « su mam 

- , ™ dtes in Britain and France. Matra is 

BRITISH AEROSPACE is ejected to form the nucleus of a new 

rrtJay tor a mergerEuropean missile group, w* 
Furtine’s largest missile taswjjj partners. possibly including GEC, 

S3SS War*" ftom 


and order book at Matra. BAe is 
expected to have to make a cash 
payment of op to £100 million to 
Matra to secure an equal share of die 
joint company. Matra has 3,000 
workers at three sites near Paris, and 
annual sales of some £500 milli on. 

The measures announced yesterday 

_j_■._i. i_:--oi. 


acts, or work on key new programmes, 
are won. 

The latest cutbacks are caused by 
the immin ent completion of work on a 
ten-year, £1.9 billion contract to supply 
the Rapier 2000 air-defence missile 
system, and the end of development 


U50 workers from {J^invitSto join later. The measures announced yesterday woric on the new advanced short- 

subsidiary. ***£ funding rationalisation of the are designed to bring capacity at BAe range, air-tooir missile (ASRAAM). 

will position BAe to business from provisions Dynamics In line with demand-Some □ Shareholders of Lockheed, meeting 

Thejoo venture M design- J/t" . acc0U nts for the year to 675 people will be shed from the work- in Chicago, yesterday approved plans 
form a - -j missiles with 31 , BAe is effectively force of 3JJ30 this year. A similar to merge with Martin Marietta, creat- 

develop an -evonce. uecen — ., fi>r u,,, mpraer. Hnw- number will go in 1996, unless ing Lockheed Martin, the world’s 

additional orders for existing prod- biggest defence company. 
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Slack consumer 
spending eases 
fears of rate rises 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


THE argument for another 
interest rate rise weakened 
yesterday as a dutch of eco¬ 
nomic figures showed a com¬ 
bination of slack consumer 
demand and a slight easing in 
already low wage pressures. 

On the surface, the perfor¬ 
mance of retail sales in Febru¬ 
ary looked strong with vol¬ 
umes bouncing by 12 per cent 
However, this was offset by a 
revision to January’s fall in 
sales — originally put at 0.9 
per cent — to 12 per cent, 
according© file Central Sta¬ 
tistical Office. 

Over the past three months, 
sales have risen only a mar¬ 
ginal 0.1 per cent, compared 
with tiie previous three; and 
volumes have shown virtually 
no growth over the past eight 
months. Richard Jeffrey, chief 
economist of the Qiarterhouse 
Group, said: “Consumer 
spending has now stagnated 
and more tax increases are yet 
to come. There is no argument 
for further interest rate rises 
here." 

Another argument against 
tighter money came from av¬ 
erage earnings figures for 
January. Growth edged lower 
to 3.5 per cent overall, from 
3.75 per cent over the past 
several months. The slight fall 


in overall earnings was not 
contained in January's fig¬ 
ures. but was due to a down¬ 
ward revision to services 
■ earnings in December, 
because City bonuses were 
much lower than in 1994. 

In spite of this, there was 
relief in the City and in the 
Treasury that earnings 
growth is either slightly lower 
or stable. The Treasury noted 
that there had been no takeoff 
in wages in spite of strong 
economic growth last year and 
13 months of foiling unem¬ 
ployment Seasonally adjusted 
unemployment fell 27.400 in 
February, the second month 
running when there was a 
relatively small decline. 

James May. director-gener¬ 
al of the British Retail Consor¬ 
tium, said after the retail sales 
figures that consumer confi¬ 
dence remains at a low level 
because people are concerned 
about further rate rises. 

Bardays Bank reports today 
that its mongage lending re¬ 
mained sluggish in February, 
with a 4 per cent drop in 
lending, compared with Janu¬ 
ary, and a 7 per cent decline 
since February last year. 

Fewer jobless, page 22 
Economic View, page 25 
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Paper cuts 

Reed Elsevier, the Anglo- 
Dutch publisher, expects to be 
able to absorb most of the 
j forecast rises in paper prices 
by cost-cutting. It will seek 
opportunities to use smaller 
paper, to reduce wastage, to 
use lower-grade paper where 
possible and to improve the 
efficiency of its printing. 

Page 22. Tempos 24 

Bearing up 

George Mallinckrodt, the 
chairman of Schraders, 
yesterday called for closer 
liaison between the world's 
stock exchanges and 
derivatives markets in the 
wake of Barings. Page 23 
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Eight hundred new firms in ten years. Two-thirds in manufaduring. Highest 
proportion in UK of overseas companies. Over £1,000m private investment. Bed 1 of business 
compcny with WeefabbqOxford University Press, Avon Cosmetics, Golden Wonder, British Steel... 

BETTER LOCATION 

At the live centre of England. The choice of top distributors. 

Thirty million people in two hours road radius. Heathrow, Birmingham, Stansfed in easy reach. 
Intercity. AT-Ml link, only strategic East-West linlcsouth of the M62, is Corby's fast trade to 
North-South road arteries, M6, East coast Euroports. 


Serviced greenfield sites aplenty. Ready for development. For sale. For manufacture. 

For business. For services. For leisure. A million square feet of ready-to-wear premises. Brand 
new business parks. Four-star conference facilities. Backed by 14 years' success in helping 
business to relocate, set-up, prosper, expand. 

BETTER LIVING 

A new lawn of modem business, social and leisure anenifies. Yet with all the traditional 
values of a mature hardworking community. Only a stone's throw from breathtaking English 
countryside. From warm brownstons villages. From comfortable pubs and hotels.From fine 
country houses and stately homes. Only can hour from London. 
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Chairman 
ofVimto 
to retire 

JN Nichols (Vimro), the soft 
drinks group, announced 
the retirement of Geoffrey 
Adkin. its chairman, as it 
unveiled a 5 per cent in¬ 
crease in profits last year. 
He will be succeeded by 
Arthur Booth, a non-execu¬ 
tive director. 

Pre-tax profits rose to £9.1 
million from £8.6 million in 
the year to December 31. 
despite a 14 per cent jump in 
turnover to £563 million. 
The final dividend is lifted 
to 3.9p (3j6p1 bringing the 
total to 6.15p (5.76p). 

Joint venture 

Gestemer Holdings and 
Inchcape are to merge their 
Asia Pacific office automa¬ 
tion businesses in a 30/50 
joint venture, with annual 
sales of £200 million and 
more than 3.000 staff in 21 
business units in nine coun¬ 
tries. The venture. Inchcape 
NRG, is expected to be op¬ 
erational by June 1. 

CPG in red 

Exceptional charges of 
£4.03 million pushed Com¬ 
puter People Group into the 
red at die full-year stage. 
CPG made a pre-tax loss of 
□91.000 in the year to De¬ 
cember 31 (£1.1 million!. 
The final dividend is raised 
to 2p (l_5p). making a 3p 
total (Up)* 

Baynes boost 

Acquisitions and organic 
growth helped to boost pre¬ 
tax profit at Charles 
Baynes, the engineering 
and distribution group, by 
54.9 per cent to £127 million 
in the year to December 31. 
The final dividend is Up 
(1.075p), lilting die total to 
2p(l.65p). 

News chief 

August Fischer has re¬ 
signed as chief executive of 
News Internationa], owner 
of The Times. He is re¬ 
placed by William O'Neil]. 
Rupert Murdoch, chairman 
of The News Corporation, 
the parent company, said: 
“We are all very grateful for 
the tremendous contribu¬ 
tion Gus Fischer has made 
to the progress of our news¬ 
papers and I particularly 
appreciate his dedication to 
the whole company." Mr Fi¬ 
scher. who joined News 
International in 1989. was 
also chief operating officer 
of News Corp. Mr O'Neill 
has worked for News Corp 
for 36 years, having joined 
as a shop floor apprentice 
compositor on the Sydney 
Daily Mirror. He has held 
a number of senior execu¬ 
tive positions in Australia. 
America and Britain. 


Nicholas W. Leeson enthrals Big Apple 


BUSINESS ROUNDUP 


From Jon Ashworth 

IN NEW YORK 

NEITHER the floods in California 
nor the tribulations of OJ Simpson 
have been able to stifle Wall Street's 
fascination with the Barings affair. 
Bankers who had not even heard of 
Barings three weeks ago are hungry 
for the latest on Nicholas W. Leeson. 
but few anticipate lasting damage to 
the City of London’s reputation. 

The trader from Watford takes his 
place alongside Joseph Jett and Mich¬ 
ael Milken in the local hall of fame. 
Not even rumours of blood-letting at 
Paine Webber nor the woes of Bankers 
Trust have been able to knock Mr 


Leeson from his pedestal. Tire Big 
Apple has taken die affair to heart 
There is a fascination with die idea 
that one man can topple a bank, 
however misplaced the notion may 
turn out to be. 

"It had a very big impact here, front¬ 
page stuff.” says Aiju Mathrani, chief 
financial officer at Chase Manhattan 
Bank. "How one man could bring 
down an institution — an old, estab¬ 
lished. historic house. It has also 
swung the spotlight on to derivilives.” 

David Reid, resident partner at 
Allen & Overy, says the collapse has 
brought several issues into focus. "It 
was definitely a big issue here, not 
simply because of the exposure by 


American batiks to Barings. It 
underlies the increasing problems 
faring firms given die increased 
reliance on proprietory trading." Mr 
Reid says the debacle has raised 
questions locally about the effective¬ 
ness of self-policing, in which regula¬ 
tors trust banks to set up effective risk 
control systems. 

Small wonder that Wall Street is 
edgy. Chemical Bank is facing a loss 
of $70 million because of a currency 
trader's exposure to the Mexican peso. 
Mr Jett's forward sales of government 
bonds at Kidder. Peabody remain a 
hearty topic of conversation. 
Paine Web her, which bought Kidder 
last year, is rumoured to be preparing 


to dismiss up to 500 traders. Shares in 
Bankers Trust have plunged on fears 
about its derivitive business and 
exposures in Latin America. 

Americans see the Barings collapse 
as an isolated incident that will have 
little impact long term on the City’s 
standing as a financial hub. Neverthe¬ 
less, (here was predictable fire for the 
UK delegation in town to brief 
bankers on the City Research Project 
into London's competitive standing. 
Stanislas Yassukovich. the team lead¬ 
er, said regulation would never be 
able to keep pace completely with 
rapid changes in the markets. He 
arrives in Tokyo today on the second 
leg of his global roadshow. 



Portillo says 
jobless total 
is falling by 
1,000 a day 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


THE Government rimmed 
yesterday that unemployment 
is failing by 1.000 a day as it 
announced a further drop in 
the number of people out of 
work and claiming benefit 

New figures also suggested 
a continuing rise in employ¬ 
ment according to ministers 
— although the job growth 
accompanied an extensive re¬ 
vision to the employment sta¬ 
tistics as Whitehall officials 
tried to bring two official job 
measures into line. 

Announcing a 27.400 drop 
in unemployment for Febru¬ 
ary, Michael Portillo, the Em¬ 
ployment Secretary, said thar 
with monthly unemployment 
falls averaging 30.000. the 
number of people out of work 
was declining ai the rate of 
1,000 a day. 

But Labour and trade union 
leaders said that the latest fall 
in unemployment, though 
welcome, suggested that any 
recovery in the labour market 
was slowing down. 

Harriet Harman. Shadow 
Employment Secretary, ac¬ 
cused Mr Portillo of compla¬ 
cency about employment, 
claiming that the jobs that had 
disappeared in die recession 
were not being replaced. John 
Monks. TUC General Secre¬ 
tary, said the below-average 
fail in the unemployment 
claimant count was 
disappointing. 

Seasonally adjusted unem¬ 
ployment fell to236 million in 
February, the 13th consecutive 
monthly drop. Unemploy¬ 
ment is at its Lowest level since 
June 1991, and the unemploy¬ 
ment rate of 8.4 per cent is the 


lowest since July of the same 
year. 

While Whitehall officials 
believe the fall is likely to 
continue at a rate of about 
30,000 per month, February’s 
was lower than the average 
changes over the last three, six 
and 12 months. Unadjusted 
unemployment fell 44513 to 
2458540. 

Adjusted unemployment is 
down by 388200 since last 
year, but new employment 
figures showed an annual 
growth in jobs of 173.000 in the 
same period. 

The workforce in employ¬ 
ment rose 115.000 in the three 
months to the end of Decem¬ 
ber to 25.6 million, while 
manufacturing employment 
rose 8,000 in January to 4275 
million. 

Whitehall officials said the 
workforce in employment se¬ 
ries had been substantially 
revised to take greater account 
of employment figures in the 
separate Labour Force Survey. 
Government statisticians have 
been trying to bring the two 
measures more closely into 
line after the LFS showed a 
growth in jobs when the 
workforce series had been 
showing a fall. 

While increases in average 
earnings eased back a quarter 
of a point to 35 per cent unit 
wage costs rose 0.6 per rent to 
their highest level since May 
last year. At the same time, 
productivity increases showed 
dear signs of slowing, with a 
4.6 per cent rise, the lowest 
since January last year. 

Jobs conundrum, page 25 



No pipedream; Sir George Russell reported a turnround from £2 million losses last year 


English China Clays | 
advances by 22% 

RECOVERY in the paper industry is improving the fortunes ’ 
of English China Clays, the specialty minerals and chemic als : 
group. The company, which generates two thirds <if its ■' 
business from sales of sped ally minerals to paper 
manufacturers, increased operating profits before discontin¬ 
ued businesses by 22 per cent to £109.6 million in the year to 
December 31 as volumes and prices increased in Europe.- ' 
ECC’s financial results last year were complicated by the 
acquisition of EZE Products, the specialty chemicals tmsintes 
and the demerger of CAMAS, the construction materials ’'*■ 
group. EZE was acquired at the aid of last year far $45: 
million, and ECC has charged £4.7 million to profits for 
rationalising and integrating EZE and Calgon. acquired "hr; 
1993. Andrew Teare, chief executive predicts that ECC will 
benefit from the rising demand for paper; a price increase Of 3 
per cent has been pushed through, and ECC has reduced 
costs with a reduction in the headcount of 500 last year. The 
dividend of 1625p. forecast on the demerger of CAMAS is 
covered by maintained earnings of 20p. Tempos, page 24 

AIlied-Domecq warning 

ALLLED-DOMECQ. the spirits and pub group, has warned 
shareholders that although Christmas trading was up with-. 
expectations, the heavy disposal programme over recent 
months will mean some short-term dilution in earnings 
before the money raised can be reinvested in core businesses. 
Allied said yesterday, in a regular trading update, ffial die 
second interim dividend to be announced this spring,.- 
following a change in die company’s year-end, would be paid 
as a foreign income dividend. Tempos, page 24 

Saatchi & Saatchi sued 

BILL MUIRHEAD, former head of Saatchi & Saatchi’s US 
operations and one of the so-called “three amigos” who quit 
in January in the wake of Maurice Saatchi’s abrupt 
departure, is suing his former employer for libeL His writ, 
served on the company on the eve of today's extraordinary 
meeting of Saatchi shareholders, is the latest in a complex ' 
web of litigation between the advertising combine and 
departed executives. Saatchi itself is already suing Mr 
Muirhead in the US. . • . . 

Good start for Heywood 

HEYWOOD WILLIAMS, the international building products , 
and automotive components group, said demand in America,. ' 
now its principal market, had started strongly in the current 
year after reaching record levels in 1994. The company 1 
reported profits of £33.1 million for the year, compared with ' 
£352 million in 1993 when there was an exceptional surplus of 
£15 million on disposals. Operating profits rose to £33.1 million . 
from £19.7 million. There is a final dividend of 8.8p a share, 
making J3.8p (13p). Earnings were 20.1p a share (30.6p). 

French bank inquiry 

A JUDICIAL inquiry has begun into alleged wrongdoing at 
state-owned bank Credit Lyonnais, Edmond Alphand&y. the 
French Economics Minister, said. The controversial rescue 1 
plan for the bank is due to be published tomorrow. “There 
has been embezzlement... this has to be pursued by legg 1 
means. The public prosecutor has already opened a number [ 
of inquiries relating to Credit Lyonnais." he said. On 
Tuesday M Alphanddry said there was a hole in the bank's 
accounts of about Fr50 billion. I 


Marley surges to £58.7m Slump at Swiss Bank 




SBH AS B seeks changes 
5 « to tax report rules 
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Japan Yen_ 158.00 142.00 
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Rates for smalt denomtnatton bank notes 
only as supplied by Barclays Bat* pic. 
Different rales apply to traveferc' 
cheques. Rates as at dose of trading 
yesterday. 


By Robert Bruce 


PROPOSALS on the treat¬ 
ment of deferred tax published 
today could mean a huge fall 
in the reported earnings of UK 
companies. Analysts estimate 
earnings per share at British 
Airways, for example, could 
fall by 36 per cent, while 
utilities would also be badly 
tut, with British Gas earnings 
down about 20 per cent 
Accounting for Tax, a dis¬ 
cussion document issued by 
foe Accounting Standards 
Board (ASB), proposes that 
companies move to the “foil- 
provision method" of acoount- 



NOTICE OF MEETING 

Clerical Medical 


Annual General Meeting 

Notice is given that the 17lst Annual General Meeting of the 
Clerical, Medical and General Ufe Assurance Society, wifi be held 
at 15 St lames's Square, London SW1Y 4LQ on Wednesday. 
19 April 1995 at 2.30pm for the following purposes: 

1 To receive the Directors' Report and the Audited Accounts for 
the year ended 31 December 1994. 

2 To receive a Report on the actuarial valuation of the Society's 
liabilities as at 51 December 1994. made for the purpose of a 
distribution of profit 

3 To re-elect Directors and to fix their remuneration. 

4 16 re-appoint the Auditors and to authorise the Directors to fix 
their remuneration. 

5 To transact any other ordinary business of an Annual General 
Meeting. 

.Any member entitled to attend and vote at the Meeting may 
appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him. 

A proxy need not be a member of the Society. 

Any Instrument appointing a proxy must be deposited at the 
undermentioned address not less than 48 hours before the dme 
fixed for the Meeting. 


By order of the Board, 
SAM Fogarty 
Secretary 


I5 5t lames’s Square 
London SW1Y4LQ 
15 March 1995 


by dedal, ftfafial and General Ufe Assurance Sodoy 
*^B u »ared by die Personal Investment Authority and 1MRO 


ing for tax in their annual 
reports and accounts. 

This method is favoured by 
the ASB because it reduces 
subjectivity and it fits in with 
international practice. Terry 
Smith, an analyst at Collins 
Stewart said: “Some com¬ 
panies which have been rated 
on a subnormal tax rate like 
utilities companies and British 
Airways will be derated." 

Amit Thakar, of Hoare 
Goven. said: “The new pro¬ 
posals will give a very good 
picture of a company’s 
health." He said that they 
"would sound the death knell 
for the earnings multiple" and 
he also praised the proposals 
for providing fuller disclosure 
of the tax figures. 

Sir David Tweedie, ASB 
chairman, said that the discus¬ 
sion paper "provides a solid 
foundation for a considered 
and informed d ebate". 

Pennington, page 23 
Accountancy, page 28 


By Sarah Bagnall 

MARLEY. the building prod¬ 
ucts group, has lifted the final 
dividend to 2.6p a share from 
2-lp, the first rise in seven 
years, after returning to a 
profit of £58.7 million in 1994 


Strong mark 
halts talk 
of rate cut 

THE mark resumed its up¬ 
wards march yesterday with 
dealers no longer talking 
about a cut in German rates 
at the Bundesbank's meeting 
today, and the dollar’s brie? 
attempt to rally was rudely 
put to an end as more 
Mexican worries surfaced 
(Janet Bush writes). 

Sterling lost two pfennigs 
against the resurgent mark 
but gained about one cent 
against the troubled dollar. 
The pound briefly bounced 
after apparently strong retail 
sales figures, but soon 
slumped back as a closer 
look by analysts suggested 
consumer weakness. 

The US currency was 
quoted at DM1.3905 in late 
European trading, down 
more than two pfennigs 
from Tuesday's dose. 

The damaging strategic 
link of the dollar and the 
peso came into play again as 
the rate on Treasury bills at 
a Mexican auction jumped 
as high as 925 per cent and 
the peso slumped again. 


from losses of £2 million 
previously. 

Sir George Russell, chair¬ 
man, said the year had been 
one of “considerable 
progress”. Stripping out a £45 
million profit on a land sale 
and a £65 million profit on the 


disposal of the French clay 
roof rile business, profits rose 
61 per cent to £47.8 million. 

The final dividend, due June 
5. makes a total of 4.7p (4-2p). 
EPS were LI.4p. up from 6.6p- 

Tempns. page 24 


Paper prices spur 
Reed cost-cutting 


By Martin Wauler 


REED ELSEVIER, the Anglo- 
Dutch publisher, expects to be 
able to absorb most of the 
forecast rises in paper prices 
in 1995, of 15 to 20 per cent by 
cost-cutting and other effici¬ 
ency initiatives. 

Reed says that it will seek 
opportunities to use smaller 
paper, to reduce wastage, to 
use lower-grade paper where 
possible and to improve the 
effidency of its printing opera¬ 
tions. This effidency drive will 
mean the loss of “less than 
100" jobs. 

Paper costs, which are 6 or 7 
per cent of Reed’s total costs, 
have been rising strongly 
across the publishing market 
Publishing is also experienc¬ 
ing increasing prim cost pres¬ 
sures. although Reed believes 
that these can be resisted. 

The company added: “The 
economic environments in our 
three main operating territo¬ 
ries are expected to improve in 
1995. We are confident of our 
ability to take full advantage 


of this and to continue our 
strong profit growth.” 

Reed was announcing pre¬ 
tax profits for the year to De¬ 
cember 31 of £620 million, up 
from £534 million. The figure 
included a £40 million profit 
from the group's sale of its 
interest in BSkyB. the satellite 
television station floated at the 
end of last year, almost bal¬ 
anced by losses of £26 million 
on the disposal and surrender 
of property interests. 

Operating profits were up 
by 19 per cent to £663 million, 
while the rate of organic profit 
growth was 12 per cent, ex¬ 
cluding acquisitions and cur¬ 
rency movements. 

Earnings per share grew by 
19 per cent, to 42.6p. for share¬ 
holders in the British Reed 
International parent. They re¬ 
ceive a 14.8p final dividend, 
making a tola! up 15 per cent io 
215p. Reed shares responded 
with a 26p ri se, to 745p. 

Tempus, page 24 


SWISS BANK CORPORATION, the bluechip. Biusle. 
institution that engaged in controversial deals in stock 
options and stake-building to support Trafalgar’s hostile bid 
for Northern Electric, saw group net profit slump 41 per cent ¬ 
ra 811 million Swiss francs (£435 million) last year, mainlyT i 
reflecting the sharp decline in trading income. The bank : 
forecast an improved profit this year and left its dividend 
unchanged. Like its main Swiss rivals, it was hit by faffing^ 
bond prices after interest rates started to rise early last yea££ 

Holliday confident ^ 

HOLLIDAY Chemical Holdings is confident of further projj-N 
ress in the oirrent year after organic and acquisition growth:- 
helped the industrial dye and specialist chemicals group to a - 
47 per cent advance in full-year profits. Pre-tax profits rose to ~ 
£193 million in the year to December 31 (£13.1 million). Ittp-* : 
over, boosted by acquisition, expanded by 26 per cent to E132.1L 
million. The final dividend, payable on May 8, is raised to3p^ 
(2.4p). lifting the total dividend for the year by 25 per cent to5p 
(4p), from earnings ahead 23 per cent to 14p (11.4p) a share. . -- 

Qantas leaps to £95ui : ;; 

QANTAS, the Australian national airline in which 
Airways has a 25 per cent stake, prepared for privtitfeatioa^ - 
later this year with a 47 per cent surge in. half-year pre-tax 
profits to a record A$20Z9 million (£953 million). Mucfrpf?; 
the improvement came from its domestic operation, where 
passenger revenue rose nearly 24 per cent in the six months to 
December 1994. International passenger revenue rose 7.4 per ." 
cent and the route between London and Sydney moved into 
profit for the first time in ten years. 

Wytch boosts Premier 


Grundy says G’day to Wall Street 


THE Australian soap opera. 
Neighbours, that bundled 
the careers of Kylie Miuogue. 
Jason Donovan. Kimberley 
Davies and Bouncer the dog, 
is set to attract a whole new 
audience on the New York 
stock exchange. 

Grundy Worldwide, the 
Australian television produc¬ 
tion group that makes the 
long-running soap, yesterday 
unveiled its most dramatic 
script yet with the news that it 
plans to float on the New York 
and Australian stock ex¬ 
changes. It hopes to ruse up 
to US$1063 million. 

The company will initially 
offer 532 million shares at an 
estimated offer price of be¬ 
tween $18.0 and $20.0 a share. 


Bv Susan Gilchrist 

Reg Grundy, the founder, will 
retain a majority stake. 

About 2.66 million shares of 
common stock will be offered 
initially in the US and Cana¬ 
da, 133 million in Australia, 
New Zealand and Asian 
countries, excluding Japan, 
and 133 million shares else¬ 
where outside North America 
and the Asia Pacific. 

Mr Grundy founded the 
company in 1958. Its pro¬ 
grammes, which indude 
game shows as well as soap 
operas, can now be seen in 
countries as diverse as New 
Zealand, the UK. Sweden. 
Italy and Chile. Expansion 
into South Africa. Eastern 
Europe and Asia is planned. 

The company made a net 


profit of US$I5.8 million on 
sales of $79.6 million for the 
year to June 30. Although of 
Australian origin. Neigh¬ 
bours has become almost a 
British institution. At its peak, 
it attracted 18 million viewers 
mid rivalled the royal family 
in terms of popularity and 
tabloid headlines. 

Many of its early partici¬ 
pants went on to enjoy pop 
stardom, but few furthered 
their acting careers. The pro¬ 
gramme has even been the 
subject of a university doctor¬ 
ate. Michael Stewart its au¬ 
thor, daimed its appeal lay in 
the feeling of ironic superior¬ 
ity it gave viewers. Mr Grun¬ 
dy. now counting his millions, 
must know the feeling. 



RECORD oil production from Wytch Farm helped to raise.' 
pre-tax profits from £133 million to £14.1 million at Premier 
Consolidated Oilfields in spite of a 9 per cent drop in average - 
oil prices in 1994. Premier, which last month completed foe 
takeover of Ret Petroleum, increased production in 1994by I7 - 
per cent to 14,183 barrels of oil equivalent per day, mainly due j 
to a 28 per cent boost from Wytch Farm. The company,, 
predicts that production will grow a further 75 per cent this 
year and is forecasting a dividend for calendar 1995. 

Last-minute WTO plea 

DEADLOCK between America and the European Union 
over who is to become the first foil-time head of the World, 
Trade Organisation (WTO) prompted trade envoys to make a 
last-minute request yesterday to Peter Sutherland, the 
interim Director-General to stay on for six weeks. Mr Sutbr 
erland, scheduled to step down yesterday after acting as 
caretaker head of the WTO since it came into being in 
January, warned the Clinton Administration last week, 
failure to fill the post threatened to undermine its credibility. 


Kimberley Dairies: 
Neighbours star 
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□ Haste will not serve electricity investors □ End of the road for a regulator □ Tweedie’s tax carrot 


□the time has come to decide 
whether the City Code on Take¬ 
overs and Mergers is a binding 
set of rules whose application 
can be relied on in ail cases or an 
optional extra to be negotiated 
away at w2L 

Given that Northern Dearie's 
board has made dear it is 
unwilling or unable to counte¬ 
nance a further bid. investor 
pressure for it to do so looks like 
dear greed. These are, after all. 
the same institutions who have 
proven in the past quite in¬ 
capable of mounting a similar 
concerted effort to counter some 
of th e more flagrant examples of 
corporate mis governance. 

The whole tangled situation 
can end in a number of ways. 
Professor Littlechild can throw 
up his hands in horror, declare 
the past week a hideous mistake 
and walk away from reviewing 
prices, or the industry can avoid 
such a review by agreeing the 
sort of “quick fix" so derided by 
this column yesterday. In either 
case Trafalgar bids again, and is 
bound to oner 950n. 


as 


Power vacuum 



gar will daim enough 
smoke has deared from the 
battlefield for it to launch a 
further bid, which should also be 
at 950p. Northern has the option 
of consenting and putting the 
new bid to its shareholders. 


Again, this is not going to 
happen. Northern has the right 
to wait until the end of the 
review, a point made plain by the 
Takeover Panel last night. If 
there is also a Monopolies Com¬ 
mission inquiry, a move North¬ 
ern could itself trigger at will, 
this would push any further bid 
into next year. This would pro¬ 
vide something like the year’s 
grace allowed under the takeover 
rules, and any bid then would be 
at a price impossible to set now. 

For Trafalgar to proceed be¬ 
fore then would require one of 
two things. It would require the 
Panel to make an exception at 
some stage and sufficiently man¬ 
gle the rules to allow it to, which 
would effectively tear up the 
code and would cause untold 
grief in boardrooms up and 
down the land. 

This, too. is not going to 
happen — one hopes. Alter¬ 
natively, it would require North¬ 
ern to cave in to shareholder 
pressure and allow a bid through 
anyway. Those tempted to exert 
such pressure might bear in 
mind two things. As the weeks or 
months progress, the certainty of 
ion the table at the 


end erodes. Too long a delay, and 
Trafalgar can set its own price, 
which might be rather closer to 
the then market price. 

Second, if Trafalgar takes con¬ 
trol ahead of the conclusion of 
the regulatory review. Professor 
Littlechild will feel honour 
bound to use the review to ensure 
they do not get a bargain. 
Suffering equally would be the 
other 11 regulated companies, in 
■ whom those aggrieved 
shareholders also doubtless have 
significant holdings. The value of 
those holdings would dive, so 
risking wiping out any gains 
from forcing through a success¬ 
ful Trafalgar bid 

Confusing lack 
of prudence 

□ MICK NEWMARCH. as 
chief executive of the mighty 
Prudential, was the biggest and 
prickliest thorn in the side of the 
City’s regulatory establishment. 
Here was a man who could spot 
a naked emperor at 500 paces 
and would not keep it to himself. 
A cynical view might therefore 
be that the Stock Exchange 


PENNINGTON 



inquiry into his sale of option 
shares in October had served his 
purpose when he resigned, citing 
unhappy relations with regu¬ 
lators as a prime cause of nis 
distress. On that reading, the 
verdict would scarcely matter. 

This looks to be one occasion 
when a cynical view is generous. 
To the plain man or woman, the 
long-pondered statement issued 
by the exchange yesterday morn¬ 
ing must seem a casuistical cop- 
out. Mr Newmarch did not 
breach the code for directors’ 
dealings, presumably because he 
sought and was given per¬ 
mission to deal, though the 
exchange does not say so. On the 
other hand, the exchange’s quo¬ 
tations committee was “critical of 
the way in which Mr Newmarch 


and the Prudential at 
their consideration of the deal¬ 
ings". How and why is, again, 
not explained. 

If this is just regulation, it is 
peculiar ana private justice. Mr 
Newmarch did not intend to use 
privy price-sensitive information 
to gain a persona] advantage, 
though it could have appeared 
that he had. If clearing him of 
breaching the code ends the risk 
of drastic consequences, that 
decision is therefore welcome. 
No matter if the Treasury and 
some City folk are hopping mad. 

The shame is that these rulings 
leave confusion. They leave the 
position of the Prudential, and by 
implication Sir Brian Corby, 
unclear. They leave in limbo 
whether breaches of rules should 
attract a penalty, let alone what it 
might be. 

When such a basic issue as 
insider dealing is at stake, this 
makes City regulation a laugh¬ 
ing stock. The exchange, already 
a shadow of its former eminence, 
does not really want to be 
involved. This affair will hasten 
its exit It has shown the folly of 
having many weak, overlapping 
regulators. That will hasten 


what the City now reckons 
inevitable:, the creation of a 
single body with strong statutory 
powers and sole responsbility. 

Paradise 

deferred 

□ THE latest reform proposals 
from Sir David Tweedie’s 
Accounting Standards Board are 
sensibly coloured by political 
realism. Deferred tax, the subject 
of its discussion paper, has not 
caused public scandal or sent 
ordinary folk leaping about in 
outrage. Some judicious 
sweetening of the pill is therefore 
wise if the board wants to get its 
proposals through the bristling 
ranks of finance directors ana 
tax accountants. 

As Robert Bruce explains 
(page 28), the board has stuck 
logically by its principles. It 
wants company accounts to rec¬ 
ognise all potential tax liabilities, 
due for instance to unwinding 
accelerated capital allowances, 
whether or not management 
reckons cheques will ever nave to 
be sent to the Inland Revenue. 
Directors’ discretion caused 


many real accounting scandals, 
so the principle is right 
As stock market analysts have 
pointed out, however, the change 
to-full tax provisioning could 
knock reported earnings by a 
tenffi on average, much more for 
companies with big capital 
spending programmes. Deferred 
tax is a liability on balance sheets 
too, so the reform would also 
* increase loan gearing. Water and 
some other utilities, which would 
be strongly affected, might be 
pleased to see reported profits 
fell. Most others would noL 
To counter such unpopularity, 
the board suggests mat future 
tax liabilities be discounted by 
the rate of interest on govern¬ 
ment bonds. This begs new 

S iestions but should soften the 
aw, especially for the most- 
affected companies. Discounting 
would also apply to deferred tax 
already reported and the fuss 
might, in me end, be about little. 

This will not save the pro¬ 
posals from being savaged by 
professionals. Roger Davis, head 
of audit at Coopers & Lybrand, 
says they are “potentially harm¬ 
ful to industry for no compelling 
reason". Geny Acher, his 
counterpart at KPMG, says the 
board should leave well alone. 

If these prove typical of re¬ 
sponses between now and June 
16. the board will be glad it did 
not nail its colours too firmly to 
its preferred reform. 


Closer stock 
exchange 
liaison urged 


By Robert Miller 


GEORGE MALUNCKRODT. 
fee chairman of Schraders, 
yesterday called for closer liai¬ 
son between the wold's stock 
exchanges and derivatives mar¬ 
kets in the wake of the Barings 
collapse. 

He also said that City houses 
should instantly dismiss traders 
who broke preagreed trading 
limits, even tf they made money 
on their deals. 

Mr Mallmckrodt argued that 
global markets needed a code of 
conduct and a framework simi¬ 
lar to that which binds central 
bankers through the Bank far 
International Settlements in 
Basle and the various Basle 
agreements on capital adequacy 
and controls. 

Schraders, one of the UK’s 
leading merchant banks, was 
closely involved in the aborted 
Bank of England scheme to bail 
out Barings as a potential 
rescuer prepared to put up 
money and in a corporate 
finance capacity. 

Mr Mallinckrodt, who was 
unveiling unchanged annual 
pretax profits of £195 mfllion 
for 1994. said that Schraders’ 
proposed contribution to the col¬ 
lective rescue kitty was at the 
very very top" end of the scale 
for merchant banks. He be¬ 


lieves that personnel depart¬ 
ments should vet potential em¬ 
ployees far more closely than 
they do now. He added that 
although proprietary trading 
was not a major activity for 
Schraders “we are not compla¬ 
cent and are conducting a 
thorough review of our cur¬ 
rent procedures and will up¬ 
date these as necessary". 

A 21 per cent fell in profits 
from merchant and investment 
banking activities to £110 mil¬ 
lion last year, against £139 
mififan previously, was more 
than made up for by Schraders’ 
fund management arm. 

This increased its profits by 
50 per cent to £85.4 million, 
from £56.8 million last time, 
with new money flowing in 
from pension funds, charities 
and urtit and investment trust 
investors. 

Funds under management 
at the year-end stood at £57.6 
billion and a further £3 billion 
has been added so far this 
year. 

The merchant bank also 
announced that it was propos¬ 
ing to issue one share for every 
two in issue and was recom¬ 
mending a final dividend of 
14.5p to raise the total payout 
for tiie year to 205p. 


Win a £6,000 PEP 



rsonaJ Equity Plan (PEP) is a way of investing money out 
the reach of the tax man and The Tunes, in association 
$b Bank, is offering you the chance to win a £6.000 PEP- 
wer the questions which appeared on Saturday and which 
appear tomorrow, collect four of the six PEP tokens which 
pearing each day. and you could win an investment in 
hoke of three TSB unit trusts: 

TSB UK Income Fund aims to provide a high-income 
with the potential for some capital growth over the longer 
from investments in Britain; 

TSB UK Growth Fund invests m a wide range of UK 
irv shares and aims for long-term capital growth: 

. fse worldwide Growth Fund aims for tong-term capital 
1 from a broad spread of mtemarimal securities, with at 
laffofthe fund invested in Europe _ 10Qd 
three funds, which were launched in November 1994. 

H ranked in the top quartile of their particular unit trust 

■ over the past three months* 

*of the regulations governing PE^wintiCTStwill recent 
in ihe unit trust of their choice. Provided they are ehgi- 
XS'£ SSnvert this to a PEP at nonrost ehher 

lately or, if they have a l rea ^ 0,11 a ^ year ' 

hone forlong^rm savings. 

Kmeand capital growth 1 “ 

Lpiial gains tax. Readers can obtain full details of TSB 

at their nearest TSB 
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BAA shares take off 

after pricing decision 


IT WAS chocks away for 
BAA, Britain's biggest inde¬ 
pendent airport operator. The 
shares climbed L5p to 440p 
with the backing of two buy 
recommendations from Smith 
New Court and UBS. the 
brokers. 

This came after reports that 
the Department of Transport 
had agreed to keep current 
pricing controls at Britain's 
airports in place until the turn 
of the century at the earliest 

That is regarded as positive 
news for BAA, which will not 
have to undergo the sort of 
regulatory uncertainty cur¬ 
rently being experienced by 
the electricity distributors and 
water companies. Almost nine 
million shares had changed 
hands by the dose of business 
last night with some institu¬ 
tional investors taking the 
view that BAA looks cheap. 

Hopes of improving on 
Tuesdays impressive gains 
proved short-lived, with share 
prices in London giving up 
early gains as the dollar 
suffered another bout of 
nervousness. 

Prices had opened on a firm 
note, mildly encouraged by the 
latest average earnings figures, 
which pointed to a further 
slowdown in the economy, and 
a drop in the jobless figures. 
Investors even shrugged off the 
latest retail sales figures, which 
initially appeared to be in stark 
contrast to this week's survey 
by the CBI, but over a three- 
month period were broadly 
similar. 

But it was the US producer 
prices that pulled the rug from 
under the dollar and revived 
fears about another round of 
interest rate increases. The FT- 
SE100 index, up more than 18 
points early on. reacted badly 
to an opening* fall in the Dow 
Jones industrial average, clos¬ 
ing 3.6 points down at 3,047.0. 

Turnover was sharply up on 

f irevious days, bolstered by a 
arge program trade worth 
more than £150 million, which 
increased the total number of 
shares changing hands on the 
day to 858 million. 

Speculative support was 
again directed at Northern 
Electric, with the price climb¬ 
ing 33p to 821p. after it did a U- 
tum and said it welcomed the 
prospect of another hostile bid 
from Trafalgar House. 

But Northern is urging Tra¬ 
falgar to wait at least 12 
months until all the regulatory 
uncertainties have been re¬ 
moved. Trafalgar says that the 
only way to protea Northern 
shareholders’ interests is to 



BAA soared with die backing of buy recommendations 


allow a revised bid to proceed 
immediately. Northern says 
that it has no intention of 
automatically recommending 
a subsequent offer from Tra¬ 
falgar, which ended the day lp 
easier at 57p. 

Lucas Industries dim bed 
another 8p to 19Sp as Smith 
New Court gave the shares a 
helping hand with a buy 
recommendation. Allied 


housebuilder that Boated last 
year at J35p, responded to a 
BZW buy recommendation 
with a rise of 7p to 108p. 
Costain jumped 3p to 14p as 
the Kuwaitis continued top¬ 
ping up their holding. 

Boustead fell 3p to 19p alter 
issuing a profits warning. The 
group said that it had been 
anticipating a substantial im¬ 
provement in profits during 


Cable and Wireless slipped 2p to 386p but could start 
outperforming, judging by comments from several leading 
brokers. Credit Lyonnais Laing thinks foe shares are underval¬ 
ued and has been joined by Hoare Govett which met the 
company on Tuesday. 


Domecq, the foods and drinks 
group, failed to respond to a 
positive trading update, with 
the price easing lp to 504p. It 
said recent trading had been 
in line with expectations and 
that full-year figures in May 
should show an improvement 
in profits, earnings and inter¬ 
est cover. Strong cash flow 
and a number of disposals 
had reduced gearing from 78 
to 63 per cent. Redrew, the 


the current year before uncov¬ 
ering understatements on ma¬ 
terials and overhead expenses 
at one of its subsidiaries. No 
cash is missing, but the under¬ 
statements will result in a 
material reduction in profit 
margins. Boustead has taken 
action to rectify the problem 
and intends to pay an un¬ 
changed dividend of Ip. 

English China Clays fell 18p 
to 341p after weighing in with 
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full-year figures showing pre¬ 
tax profits 6 per cent ahead at 
E93 million. The results in¬ 
cluded a six-month contribu¬ 
tion from Camas, its building 
products division, which was 
demerged in June last year. 

After stripping out the Ca¬ 
mus contribution, operating 
profits grew 22 per cent to 
£109.6 million. Earning were 
virtually unchanged on the 
previous year. 

Schroders offset a disap¬ 
pointing set of full-year figures 
with a 24 per cent rise in the 
total payout to 20.5p that lifted 
the share price 38p to £14.78. 
Pre-tax profits of EJ95 million, 
against £187 million, were at 
foe bottom end of City expecta¬ 
tions. with the group blaming 
flat stock-market trading in 
both Asia and Europe. Last 
night, Schroders was playing 
down speculation that it was 
on the verge of bidding for one 
of the independent broking 
houses such as Cazenove or 
Smith New Court. 

Inchcape fell 4p to 300p 
after announcing details of a 
proposed link-up with 
Gestetner in the Asian-Pacific 
basin to supply office automa¬ 
tion equipment Gestetner was 
unchanged at Illp. 

Vistec finned bp to L3p as 
Bob Morton, the chairman, 
took advantage of the recent 
weakness in the price to pick 
up an extra one million 
shares. It stretches his holding 
to 26.1 million shares, or 21.18 
percent 

□ GILT-EDGED: Prices 
opened firmer, extending 
Tuesday’s gains along with 
other European bond mar¬ 
kets. Drawing encouragement 
from the latest average earn¬ 
ings figures, the gains acceler¬ 
ated at die morning wore on. 
But publication of the US 
industrial production figures 
provided the signal for the 
profit-takers to move in, leav¬ 
ing bonds to close below their 
best of the day. 

This was best highlighted in 
the futures pit where die June 
series of the long gilt Touched 
£103-% before closing just £b 
better at £102“ as a total of 
77.000 contracts were complet¬ 
ed P Among the conventional 
issues,, benchmark Treasury 8 
per cent 2013 firmed £> / 1 « to 
E96‘/i6, while at the shorter 
end. Treasury 8 per cent 2000 
finned a couple of ticks to 
£98‘/i6. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
shares were in a broad retreat 
at midday. The Dow Jones 
industrial average was down 
934 points to 4,039.41. 
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MClTSlncpS) 

36 


Melrose Energy wts 

3'. 


Nad Power (pip) (476) 

1714 


PhtnobMon (150) 

153 


PowerGen (p/p) (512) 

188V 

♦ l 1 

Schroderinc 

495 


Throgmorton Dual 

101 'a 

4- 

Wessex Trust 

11 

.. . 

Zoiefoams (145) 

178 

-2 

". RKaHTSiSSUES 

Cadbury Schws (340) 

198 

*•3 

Cookson n/p (175) 

23 

*-3 

Dalgety n/p (335) 

64 


Horace Small n/p (90) 

34 

+3 

Sborco n/p (90) 

1 

... 

Torex Hire n/p (50) 

2 

... 

Unit Group n/p (39) 

14 

... 

wyko n/p (52) 

14 

... 


MAJOR CHANGES 

RISES: 

KfcSnMtrt Benson. 

Bffltetey Group. 

580p (4-llp) 
345p (+10p) 
303p(-v19p) 
460p( + 12p) 



713p (+23p) 
440p(+15p) 

BAA ...!. 

BrokanhBJ. 

866p(+12p) 

.. 380p(-13pl 
.. 505p(-14p) 

FALLS: 

DankaBsSys . 



Asprey. 

.... 68p (-16p) 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vol 

FT-SE 100 

Mar 95 _ 

30SSJI 

3075X1 

3041X1 

3045X1 

19063 

Previous open Interest: 69362 

Jun 95 _ 

30600 

30800 

3045X1 

30500 

10493 

FT-SE 250 

Mar 95 _ 

3345J) 

33500 

3345J) 

334X5 

134 

Previous open liueresc 45B 

Jun 95 - 

3367X) 

3375.0 

3367X1 

3365X1 

140 

Three Month Sterling 

Mar 95.. 

93J8 

9JJ4 

93J8 

9131 

7655 

Previous open Interest 447O70 

Jun 95 _ 

92S5 

9X65 

9X52 

9XS3 

47781 


Sep 95 - 

9X10 

9X20 

9109 

9X09 

20690 

Three Mth Eurodollar 

Jun 95 _ 




9147 

0 

Previous open Interest: 1184 

6ep95 - 




93ft 

0 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Jim 95 _ 

94.76 

94.94 

04.74 

94.79 

41369 

Previous open interest 738880 

Sep 95 _ 

94.44 

94.49 

94.41 

94.47 

27696 

Long Gilt 

Mar 95- 

102-16 

100-00 

102-16 

102-18 

304 

Previous open Interest 9Q240 

Jun 95 

KD-17 

103-13 

102-15 

102-23 

77354 

Japanese Govmt Bond 

Jun 95 _ 

111.53 

mao 

mj2 

111.79 

2176 


Sep 95 ... 




11099 

0 

German Gov Bd Bund 

jun 95 _ 

91.35 

91.53 

91X14 

91.12 

196177 

Previous open Interest 161872 

Sep 95 

9086 

9086 

9080 

9062 

2*8 

Three month ECU 

Jun 95 - 

93JB 

9J.I2 

9X99 

93X11 

2678 

previous open Interest 19094 

Sep 95 - 

9197 

93.02 

9X90 

9X90 

1307 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Jim 95 

96X» 

96.13 

96XK 

96.10 

2633 

Frevtoui open Imerest 3U00 

Sep 95 _ 

95J6 

954f7 

95^3 

9S-8S 

906 

Italian 'Govnit Bond 

Jun 95 - 

93J0 

93 JO 

9X23 

9X43 

441S7 

Previous open Interest 51822 

Sep 95 - 




91.43 

0 


- 


1 '. 









Sue Rale* clearing BanJca 6V nuance Hse 7 . 

Discount Marfad Loans: O/nlghi high: 5V Low4V Wee* fixed: y» 

Treasury BUM (Dfa^Boy: 2 radi 6V ; 3 mill 6V. Sen 2 nub 6V; 3 mill: 6V . 

Imtfa 

Prime Bask Bills (Dts): 6 > b -6 i i> 

Sttrfiag Money Rales 6W» 

Interbank: 

Overnight open 6. dose *’■. 

Local Authority Deps 6V 

Stating CDs 6Wu 

Dotbr CDs 6X>4 

BoStfiog Society CDs 6>ir6'» 

ECGD: Fixed Hate staling Export Finance. Mate-up day: Jon 31. 1995 Agreed rates 
Feb 26 ,1995 to Mar 25, i«s Scheme lU: T-87%. Reference rate Dec 31.1994 to Jan 31, 
199S Scheme IV A v: 6A24 


2 rath 

3 mlh 

6 mth 

12 mth 

ff*4V 


6 u w« l, » 


ffVr6 D B 

6V6*~ 

TwV'n 



ffrff. 

7'b-6“» 

7"«-7*» 

n« 


6*m 

T» 

6 u irfi ,l n 

(fvrh'i 


7V-7V 

n/> 

6.17 

635 

&6S 


6V6*« 

7-ffV. 

TwV, 


HI 


Currency 

7 day 

lmfli - 

3 mth 

6 mth 

Cafl 

Dollar 

MV 

6V5V 

6V6 


SV4V 

DniMthemaifc: 

4-^>h 




5>MV 

French Frase 

8-ft 

8V-6*. - 

.#r&. 

8'rO>, 

9-7 

Swi» Franc 

3V3H 

3Vft 

Sa-ft 


4vy. 

Yen: 

Sr2 

2*e-2V 

2V7. 

2'm-Z‘v 

2'.-IV 




BoIUoie Open S386.1O38&50 dose C8W0-387.10 High: 1387JI0-3S7.70 
LOW S385AM86.I5 AM:S386A0 PM: $386.15 
Kngemal: S3S7 JO-389JO ff242C0-244XX? 

Platinum: S424.75 (£267^5) Sihen S4.76 (£2.965) Pattadmoc $101.60 aiOlJS 


1 j | {(M ^*'1 f o:; ! 

Mht Rates for Msk& IS Range 

Close 

1 

3 month 

AmsteEdam_ 

2.4872-2.5123 

2^4872-2-4905 

v-vpr 

l J *pr 

Brussels .....b. 

45AW6J6 

45.86-45.98 

1-305 

3-4dS 

Copenhagen,- 

8.^400-8.9830 

8.940W.9S5G 

vivas 

I'rzvta 

Dublin— __ 

1X3001-1.0042 

,1X»IHX»37 

>6ds 

JO-lSds 

ETanlriun— _ 

2^185-22391 

U18S-X2216 

VJ.pr 

v.pr 

Lisbon— ... 

234X5-236X16 

Z34ft*234.92 

74-85d£ 

235-266US 

Madrid 

20350-204.92 

20462-204.92 

49«4dS 

149-187dS 

Milan—- . 

2675.10-2704.90 

2695.10-2704.90 

9-UdS 

26-30dS 

Montreal- 

Z236S-2JW7 

12666-ZJW7 

0JJ-O.43dS 

0580.7 Ids 

NewYoric 

1.5844-1.6040 

1X030-1.6040 

OXXKlXCpr 

0.150.1 Ipr 

OSfo— - 

9.9330-9.9780 

9.94809.9550 

IV.pr 

3v.2-.pr 


7^910-7.9410 

7J9I0-7.90M 

ivi'jds 


Stockholm- 

IIA530-1IJ040 

11.4710-11-4950 

ivz'xb 

5‘rO'ros 


14J XXV143-30 

143 00-143J6 

Vrpr 

IVIVpr 


15.73-15^5 

15^2-15^5 

2V-lVpr 

7-5pr 


1^384-1^613 

1^384-1^412 

Vipr 

iv-ivor 

Sonne End 


Premium ■ pr. Disown/ ■ as. 


TEM PUS 


A very big Reed 


REED ELSEVIER could be excused a note of 
triumph as it produced its 1994 figures. It has 
endured a year of sniping from critics after 
the merger with Elsevier, boardroom turmoil 
as Peter Davis went off in a huff and the 
signing of a £1 billion cheque to seal a mega- 
deal in America. In the event the company has 
boosted earnings per share by 18 per cent and 
raised its operating margin almost 2 points to 
a thumping 22 per cent 

Reed has often been accused of being 
obsessed with size for its own sake and 
investors initially feared that the Reed 
Elsevier merger was driven by balance sheet 
raiher than profit ambitions, an anxiety that 
seemed to be justified on news of the $!5 
billion purchase of the American on-line legal 
information service, Lexis-News. 

Underlying growth of 12 per cent was 


enough to impress the market and boost the 
shares but investors ought to have expected^ 
much at a time when advertising revenue is 
soaring Ad revenue still accounts for more 
than a third of Reed's turnover and in the UK. 
profits from business magazines leapt 60 per 
cent thanks to strong recruitment advertising. 

Lexis-News will boost subscription revenue 
next year and improve the quality of Reed’s ! 
earnings when the company faces the next ad¬ 
vertising downturn. But Lods-Noris still. 
remains a puzzle. Its one-month £9 million 
contribution was exceptional and the com¬ 
pany is coy about how long it will take to raise - 
its low margin of 14 per cent to Real’s average . 
levels. The company will be pushing hard to - 
keep its promise of no dilution from Lexis- 
Neris. making this year die real test of the 
strategy. 


ECC 

THE market appears to have 
lost patience with English 
China Gays just when every¬ 
thing is coming right Hav¬ 
ing finally shed quarrying 
and aggregates with the 
demerger of Camas last 
June. ECC finds itself riding 
a cyclical wave of volume 
and price increases in the 
paper industry. But instead 
of rallying yesterday, the 
shares lost 20p. 

Part of the problem lay in 
deciphering figures compli¬ 
cated by a demerger and 
restructuring provisions, 
while land sales, which 
brought in £23.7 million, are 
still adding a large chunk to 
profits. The core businesses, 
however, now present an 
encouraging but not aston¬ 
ishing growth picture. 

ECC is most advanced in 
Europe with 5 per cent 
growth in mineral sales vol¬ 


umes. A rise of 3 per cent in 
prices is good news for a 
business that has suffered 
real deflation in prices over 
the last five years and with 
production currently at only 
85 per cent of capacity, 
margins should continue to 
rise as volume grows. 

The problem is that inves¬ 
tors see ECC as tied to an 
astonishingly volatile indus¬ 


try and fear the next down¬ 
turn in the paper cyde- 
Speciality chemicals should 
provide a cushion but so far 
contribute less than 10 per¬ 
cent of g rou p profits. That 
percentage should grow and 
because ECC is only now 
benefiting from price recov¬ 
ery it should carry on gain¬ 
ing tat* into foe cyde. The 
gloom is being overdone. _ 


ANOTHER PAPER PLAY 



Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 


Allied-Domecq 

UNCERTAINTIES over the 
Mexican economy combined 
with a rejig of Allied- 
Domecq’s financial year has 
set the market a forecasting 
conundrum. Yesterday’s 
trading update included 
figures already in the public 
domain, but Allied added 
some since to foe announce¬ 
ment by hinting that it was 
prepared to be generous in 
future on dividends. 

Mexico is something of an 
irrelevance until this sum¬ 
mer. foe out-turn from foe 
Domecq acquisition depend¬ 
ing oti trading patterns in the 
run-up to next Christmas and 
at what level foe peso 
stabilises over the next nine 
months. Assuming no rise in 
that currency from current 
levels, the 5 per cent of group 
trading profit coming from 
Mexico will halve in line with 
foe peso's value. 

As to foe dividend. Allied is 
indicating that foe second 
interim payment to the end of 
this month will be treated as 


a final, and paid accordingly. 
This raises the question 
whether foe actual final for 
the current trading period 
will be retained at that same 
level or will revert to the sort 
of payment appropriate to 
the interim. 

The market suspects the 
former, which suggests that 
the current attractive 6 per 
cent yield will continue to 
support foe shares. 


Marley 


THE story Marley told yes¬ 
terday was everything inves¬ 
tors wanted to hear and sent 
the price up a few pennies.. 
Unfortunately it was 'also a 
tale they had heard already.-; 
The missing component was 
evidence that foe building 
market has some latent 
growth left in it to keep vol¬ 
umes growing apace in 1995. 

Marley did a superb job in 
reducing its cost base, en¬ 
abling it to benefit from the 
volume growth that finally 
blossomed last year with con¬ 
crete blocks up 18 per cent 


Marley has about 40 per cent 
of both the roof tile and 
blocks market in the UK and 
managed to increase prices 
in both commodities, and is 
hoping to put through fur¬ 
ther increases this year. 

But last year’s surge in de¬ 
mand is unlikely to be repeat- , 
ed unless homiebuyers sud¬ 
denly choose to ignore the 
prevailing consumer gloom. 
In foe US. foe market also . 
looks sluggish, although.-^ 
Marley claims new products: 
will keep volumes rising. - C- 

Marley reckons only 35 per., 
cent of its business is house¬ 
building-related but it is also 
exposed tea weak commer¬ 
cial sector and a repair and 
maintenance market still in 
foe doldrums. 

Marley should still achieve 
a double-digit earnings boost 
in 1995 from volume-based 
efficiencies and price in¬ 
creases, but foe share rating 
of 10 times forecast earnings 
in 1995 suggests that if 
Marley has not reached a 
plateau, growth is bqgmning 
to slow. 


«I* 



Austria 

Belgium (Coin). 

Canada-MIJ9-MI44 

Denmark- 5-64G0-5-6430 

France- 4.9900-4.9930 

Germany-i .4032-1.4037 

Hong Kong_ 7.7310-7.7320 

Ireland....IJH9-MM9 

Italy-I692JXM692.70 

Japan-9017-9022 

Malaysia —----2^447-23457 


Netherlands_ IJ732-1.5737 

Norway---6J66O6JW0 

Portugal-148.07-148.17 

Singapore-1.4120-1.4130 


Spain 
Sweden — 
Switzerland 


-128JO-128.45 

- 7-2273-7J348 

- 1.1625-1.1635 


OTHER STERLING 


Argentina peso*- i .5898-1.5924 

Australia dollar-2.1309-2.1337 

Bahrain dinar-0592-0.604 

Brazil real*-1.4006-1.40*7 

Cyprus pound- 0.7075-0.7175 

Finland marida- 6.905-7X221 

Greece drachma- 36050-367.50 

Hong Kong dollar.IZ2946-I2J039 

India rupee-50X37-51X0 

Kuwait dinar KD_0464-0.474 

Malaysia ringgit —. 4X1468-4X2502 

Mexico peso_n/a 

New Zealand dollar_ 2.4467-2.4496 

Pakistan rupee --48.40 Buy 

Saudi Arabia rlyal -5^875-6X2)35 

Singapore dollar-2J472-2J498 

S Africa rand {(In)- n/a 

S Africa rand (com)- 5.7209-5.7326 

U A E dirham- 5.765-5.889 

Bankrjn Bank GTS * Urnds Bank 


FT-SEVOLUMES 


31 

167 

Legal & Gn 

4.900 

ASDA Gp 

8X100 

Lloyds Bk 

zaoo 

Abbey Natl 

1200 

MEPC 

uoo 

AUd Doth 

1,100 

Marks Spr 

7.400 

Argyll Gp 

5400 

Natwst Bk 

3^00 

Aijo wiegn 

4500 

Nar Power 

3.700 

AB Foods 

542 

NthWnW 

798 

BAA 

9,100 

P* 0 

2X100 

BATInds 

5.900 

Pearson 

1,700 

BOC 

IJOO 

PowerGen 

UOO 

OP 

1CLO0O 

Prudential 

4JOO 

BTR 

I4JI00 

RMC 

396 

BT 

10X03 

KTZ 

X600 

BK Ot SCOI 

2.400 

RankOrg 

3^00 

Barclays 

■L800 

Redd n CBI 

IJOO 

Race 

6.100 

Red land 

4,900 

Blue Clide 

2JOO 

Reed inti 

8.900 

Boots 

zsoo 

Remold! 

752 

Bowater 

uoo 

Reuters 

6J03 

Brit Aero 

IJOO 

Rolls Royce 

4 JX) 

Bill Alrwys 

OB 

Ryl Ins 

2J00 

BdtGas 

10000 

Ryl BkSCOl 

IJOO 

Brit steel 

9.903 

Sains bury 

2.100 

BtumahCin 252 

Schraders 

60 

Cable wire 

3.900 

Scot a New 

IJOO 

Cadbuiy 

5JOO 

Scot Power 

IJOO 

Caradon 

UNO 

sears 

2.400 

cariumcms 855 

Svm Trent 

1.700 

Cm Union 

7JKJ0 

Shell Trans 

5JOO 

courrauhls 

789 

Slelre 

1.400 

De La Rue 

826 

SmJG Bdi 

7JOO 

Eastern Elec l. loo 

Smith Nph 

6.900 

EnterprOU 

1.100 

Sthern Elec 

UOO 

Fora 

998 

Sidchaitd 

6J00 

GKN 

1500 

Sun ATlnce 

5,700 

ORE 

2J00 

T1 Gp 

882 

GUS 

IJOO 

TSB 

5.700 

G«l Aft: 

2000 

Tesco 

4.400 

Gen Elec 

5.900 

Thames w 

597 

Glaxo 

8,700 

Thm EMI 

1.100 

Granada 

2.700 

Tomldns 

3,100 

Grand Met 

IOOOO 

Unilever 

IJOO 

Guinness 

6.100 

Hid BIk 

1.400 

HSBC 

5.400 

Vodafone 

13*000 

Hanson 

1X000 

Warbura (SG) 291 

1CI 

2JD0 

Wellcome 

1.700 

indicape 

2J00 

Whitbread 

882 

Klngnsher 


wiims Hid 

1.100 

Lad broke 

2AJJ 

Wolseley 

IfiOO 

Land secs 

2000 

Zeneca 

AJOO 


70 

sr. 

37'. 

S'. 

4a*. 

J7N 

32". 

37. 


AMT Inc jr. 

AMR crop 61'. 
AT a T 51V 

Abbou ubs rr. 
Advanced Micro J4 1 . 
aeou Life S5V 

Ahminson (HFI it. 
ait prod a ctan 4W. 
Albertson's JIV 
Alcan Alum run z**. 
ajco Standard 
Anted sienai 
Alum Cb of Am 
Amai Cold Inc 
Araoadi Has 
Amer Bunds 
Airier El Rnver 
Amn Express 
Amer Gen! COrp 32V 
Amtr Home Pr 73'. 
Amer inn 104V 
Amer Stores 24V 
Amerttech 43V 

Amoco 60V 

AnlKiiser-flusdi 57V 
Apple Computer 35s 
Anner Daniels jov 
Annco 7 

Annjtntg Wrtd 
asstoo 
A shland OU 
Ad Richfield 
Aida Dais Pro 
Awry Dennison 
Avon Prod oca 
BaJoer Hutches 
Baltlm Gas a et 
Banc One 
BankAmema 
Bank of NY 
Banken Tr NY 
Barnes Banks 
Bausdi A Lamb 
Barer ind 
Bean Dfctasn 
Bell Atlantic 
BdLSouth 
Nat* a Decker 
Block [HAH) 

Bod ns 

Bobe cascade 
Borden rrx 
Bristol Myts Sq 
Browning Ferns 
Brunswick 


24'j 
32V 
112V 
62V 
Mv 
S5V 
Iff. 
23V 
27V 
47V 
31V 
SI'. 
43V 

rr. 

3J 

36V 

53V 


36V 

43 

AAV 

37. 

I3V 

63V 

37. 

m 


Burlington Ntbn 57V 


CBS 
cna Financial 
CPC Iml 
CSX 

Campbell Soup 
Can Pacific 
CPU dues ABC 
Carolina Pvt 
Ounplllar 
central a sw 
Champion my 
Chase Manhai 
Cbsnkal Bk 
Chevron Cotp 
Chrysler 
Cbobb cotp 
COrp 


MV 

7S 

54V 

77V 

«. 

13V 


Odh C 
Odrotp 
Own 

Coastal dtp 
coca Cota 
CWgBfHtalnolivr 65V 
Columbia Gts 2iv 
Compaq COItip 
Comp as ini 
Consign 
Conrall 
cons Edison 
Cons Nu Gas 
COoper inB 
Corning tnc 
Crown code 
nana corp 
Dsyua Hudson 
Deere 

Delta Air Una 
Deluxe Corp 
Dsrota Edison 
Digital Equip 
ptitaid Dept St 
Disney (Wiiq 
Dominion 8 b 
D oneUey put) 

Dew cotp 
DO* atanlral 
Dow Jones 
Dittsnr 
Duke Power 


32V 

61V 

37. 

55 

27V 

36V 

18V 

3ZV 

43V 

MV 

69V 

74% 

57 

26V 

zr. 

J2v 

25 

55 

36V 

34V 

99% 

67 

36V 

33V 

SP. 


Dun A Browser S3V 


du Fan 
Eastman Kodak 
Eaton corp 
EfnenoD Dec 
EmHlunJ Chip 


55V 

SIV 

49V 

64V 

26V 


dose 

j mlildsy 

doac 

37V 

Enron corp 

Iff. 

33V 

61V 

Enter® 

27. 

20V 

52V 

EUiyl CXKp 

10 

10 

37V 

Earon 

64V 

64V 

34. 

PMCCJhp 

9ft 

eov 

Sff. 

FPL croup 

35 

35 

XT, 

Federal Exprws 

65V 

66V 

4ft 

Fed Nat Mtge 

76V 

76 

JIV 

Flm Chkago 

48V 

48V 

24% 

not interstate 

7ft 

7ffi 

Iff. 

Fits Union Wry 

8 

7*. 

iav 

Fleet Flni Grp 

31V 

31V 

37V 

Fluor Cbtp 

47V 

4ff. 

5V 

Ford Motor 

2b 

26V 

50 

GTE Corp 

34 

34V 

37V 

Ginnm 

S2V 

53 

J2V 

Cap Ik Del 

JIV 

31*. 

J3V 

JIV 

Gen Dynamics 
Gen Electric 

46V 

54V 

46V 

55 

73V 

Gen Mills 

6ZV 

63*. 

104V 

Gen Moon 

41V 

4IV 

24V 

Gen TUAnsintoct UP* 

129V 

♦4 

Gen Signal 

iff. 

36V 

6ff. 

Genuine Pans 

J8V 

39*. 

S7V 

Georgia rac 

73V 

74S 

35 

GUme 

aiv 

81V 

Ift 

Glaxo ADS 

2ft 

Z2V 

7 

Coodihh (BF) 

4JV 

43V 

46V 

Goodyear The 

35V 

35V 

24V 

Grace (wan 

48V 

48V 

at- 

Gn All Par Tea 

20V 

21V 

ii p. 

Greai Wsm Pin 

IB 

18 

62% 

Halliburton 

J7V 

3S 

Iff. 1 

Harmon General 39V 

3ft 

55V 

Heinz (HI) 

30V 

3ft 

20 1 

Hercules 

44 V 

44V 

23V . 

Hrrsbey Foods 

4ff. 

50V 

27V 

Hewlett Packard 

120V 

llff. 

47 1 . 

HUton Hotels 

TO. 

Off. 

JIV 

Home Depot 

44*. 

44 

50V 

Homesofee Mng 

Iff. 

17 

44 

Honeywell 

37V 

17*. 

34V 

Household ind 

43V 

43V 

JT. 

Houston tods 

3BV 

JSV 

56V 

Humana 

SV 

23V 

Sff. 

ITT Cocp 

98V 

Oft 

5SV 

illtooii root 

44V 

44V 

27V 

lUinora 

22V 

22V 

42V 

INTO 

25V 

26 

4ff. 

lojjersoq Rand 

2ft 

29V 

31V 

toiatxl Steel 

25V 

25 

Iff. 

Intel Corp 

ar. 

azs 

63*. 

IBM 

aiv 

81V 

32*. 

tot! Fltv a Fr 

SIV 

51V 

1ft 

inn paper 

7ft 

7ft 

57V 

James Hirer va 

24V 

24'. 

67V 

Jluun a jhnan 

ttft 

60V 

7S 

KriJOgg 

ST*. 

58 

54% 

KerT-McGee 

4ff. 

50V 

rr. 

Klmberty-Ctaik 

SIV 

SIV 

4KV 

Kman 

12 

12 

Iff. 

KnlRlB-iUdder 

55 

55V 

a». 

UDy run 

68V 

6SV 

2ff. 

limited Inc 

18*. 

18*. 

« 

UN Bidcsms 

121V 

121*. 

24V 

Lincoln mi 

40V 

40V 

39'. 

Litton 

33V 

UV 

34V 

Lb Claiborne 

14'. 

14V 

38V 
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Back in the 
limelight 

CEDRIC BROWN, of 
British Gas and high sala¬ 
ry fame, not only ial»»^ 
He giveth away too. As 
part of its “good works", 
tbe company has donated 
£2.000 towards the preser¬ 
vation of Malvern’s Vic¬ 
torian gas lamps. There 
axe about 100 around the 
Malvern Hills, but be¬ 
cause running costs are 
over £100 per year each 
they were under threat of 
extinction. In stepped Brit¬ 
ish Gas with a lifeline, and 
the locals lit up. 

CITY watchers say SG 
Warburg, where the em¬ 
ployment number has 
been cut by hundreds in 
recent months, could be 
swinging the axe yet 
again. After all, the 
bank’s year end is on 
March 31 and if any com¬ 
pany hopes to start off a 
new financial year with a 
clean slate, it takes all the 
hits in one year. 
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Heayymall 

OF YOU are a Lonrho 
shareholder and happen 
to be late for worts tomor¬ 
row, then youH have every 
excuse. Tiny Rowland’s 
personal circular to 
Lonrho shareholders, in 
which he gives his side of 
the story and background 
to bis recent ousting as a 
director and employee — 
not a man “to be dismissed 
as if I was a secretary"—is 
due to be mailed this 
afternoon and should be 
coming through letter box¬ 
es tomorrow-- Royal Mail 
wilting. All 16 pages of id 

Liftman 

IF AT the Ideal Home Ex¬ 
hibition yesterday you 
heard Jim Rawsoa. chair¬ 
man of house building 
group Epwin, mutter that 
the ideal home is not on 
the sixth floor, here's why. 
On Tuesday, he reported a 
32 per cent rise to £6.18 
million in 1994 pretax 
profits, and returned to his 
London flat It had been a 
good day. that is until the 
lift got stuck between the 
5th and 6tb floor. He then 
found the emergency tele¬ 
phone was out of order, 
and had to shout for 45 
minutes before anyone 
heard him. 
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ECONOMIC VIEW 



ANATOUEKALETSKY. 




Start to prepare for a soft landing 


Another half-point 


rise in interest 


rates might just 
be acceptable 


to keep control 
of inflation 


L oosen your seatbelts. After 
rocketing upwards at a rate 
that surprised central bank¬ 
ers. embarrassed econo¬ 
mists and alarmed financial mar¬ 
kets. the British and American 
economies are heading for a com¬ 
fortable soft landing. In the next few 
months, there will doubtless be fur¬ 
ther “strong" statistics such as 
yesterday's blip in the British retail 
sales figures or the jump in industri¬ 
al production in America. But any¬ 
one who expects the roaring recov¬ 
ery of foe past 12 months to continue 
will be misled. 

The British retail figure was obvi¬ 
ously a statistical aberration, caused 
mainly by the shift of foe January 
sales into December — itself an 
indicator of foe gloom in the high 
streets. The boom in American in¬ 
dustry is a natural result of foe weak 
dollar, but gradually it will be mod¬ 
erated by foe decline in consumer 
confidence and domestic demand. 

Headline writers and bond trad¬ 
ers may seize on odd monthly statis¬ 
tics to proclaim that inflation or re¬ 
cession are again upon us — per¬ 
haps at the same time. But neither of 
these disasters is remotely in pros¬ 
pect on either side of foe Atlantic. 
The truth may be duller for journal¬ 
ists, politicians and finanicers. but 
more satisfactory for businessmen: 
an unexciting period of moderate 
growth and low inflation, stretching 
towards the end of foe decade. 

This is foe prospect the Gty and 
Wall Street have come to describe as 
a “soft landing", in contrast to foe 
"hard landing" predicted a few 
months ago by the many analysts, 
who expetied interest rates to rise so 
far and so fast that a full-scale reces¬ 
sion would result by 1996. In fact, it 
was always more likely that Britain 
and America would make a relatively 
smooth transition from the unsus¬ 
tain ably rapid growth rates typical in 
the early “recovery" years of an 
economic cycle, to foe slower growth 
that is normal in a cycle's middle 
years. This middle-aged period of the 
cycle should see three or four years of 
growth averaging 2 to 3 per cent a 
year. Only after such a prolonged 
middle-age. with moderate growth 
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and steady or falling unemploy¬ 
ment does foe cycle typically enter 
its mature, final phase. Only then do 
workers and consumers become 
over-confident and investors over- 
optimistic. Only then does inflation¬ 
ary overheating becomes a serious 
problem. At this stage monetary and 
fiscal policy may be tightened, but 
businessmen, trade unions and con¬ 
sumers are so self-confident they ig¬ 
nore higher taxes and interest rates. 
Only then does policy have to be 
tightened so abruptly that a new 
recession results. 

Given that foe last recession 
ended only two years ago in Britain 
and three years ago in America, 
another boom and bust is most 
unlikely to follow' as soon as the 
imparienr financial markets some¬ 
times seem to expect. Apart from the 
exceptionally brief and erratic 
swings of the 1970s. business cycles 
in the postwar period have usually- 
lasted ten years or more. Perhaps 
“usually" is the wrong word, since 
there have been only four full cycles 


since 1949. This is too small a 
sample for any reliable conclusions 
to be drawn about what is really 
“usual". But apart from the reassur¬ 
ing observation that three of the four 
post-war cycles have lasted about a 
decade, there are analytical reasons 
for believing that business cycles as 
short as the six years from 1973 to 
1979 will remain the exception. 

The economic cycle is a man¬ 
made phenomenon, not an act erf 
God. Cycles occur because people 
have a natural propensity to project 
forward their present mood into the 
distant future and to swing between 
extremes of euphoria and gloom. In 
the days before governments and 
central banks learnt to restrain 
economic cycle through active de¬ 
mand management, the swings be¬ 
tween overpptiHiism and pessi¬ 
mism among -businessmen and fi¬ 
nanciers led to large swings in 
business activity which often lasted 
even longer than a decade, but 
usually climaxed in very serious 
financial crises, deep depressions or 


wars. After foe Second World War. 
when governments began deliber¬ 
ately counteracting swings in pri¬ 
vate sector activity with changes in 
monetary and fiscal policy, cycles 
have tended to be shorter, recessions 
have been briefer and the amplitude 
of the cyclical swings has been for 
less extreme. Even the last two 
boom-bust periods in Britain were 
far less extreme than the swings 
before 1939. To that extent Keynes’s 
dream of avoiding depressions 
through demand management has 
been fulfilled. 

O f course, no government 
or central bank has ever 
managed to fine-tune de¬ 
mand sufficiently dosety 
to eliminate the cyclical tendency of 
a 'market economy to generate 
alternating inflations and reces¬ 
sions. But timely shifts in monetary 
and fiscal policy have almost always 
succeeded in steering the economy 
along a reasonably smooth glide- 
path from the early phase of rapid 


post-recession recovery into the 
middle phase of moderate growth. 

Hie reason why this eariy-cyde 
transition is usually successful, 
while the late-cyde attempt to slow 
an economy usually ends in reces¬ 
sion, is mostly a matter of human 
psychology. In the early years of a 
cycle, the memory of the last 
recession is still fresh. Thus busi¬ 
nessmen. investors and consumers 
are wary of over-extending them¬ 
selves and easily intimidated by a 
small increase in interest rates or 
taxes. By foe time an economic cycle 
is reaching its final stage, by 
contrast, the situation is very differ¬ 
ent People have enjoyed eight or ten 
years of uninterrupted growth. They 
have forgotten about the risks of 
recession, of insecurity of employ¬ 
ment of sudden falls in their real 
wages or corporal*.’ cash flows. Even 
when the central bank raises inter¬ 
est rates or the go vemment raises 
taxes, businessmen and consumers 
are very slow to respond. If their 
disposable income or cash flow 


declines, they are more likely to 
increase borrowing than to cut back. 
Economists and market analysts, 
meanwhile, react in the opposite 
way to businessmen and consum¬ 
ers. Two or there years after foe end 
of recession, they are still worrying 
about the failure of policy the last 
time foe government tried to re¬ 
strain demand. When interest rates 
are raised gently or fiscal policy is 
moderately tightened, they point to 
the previous period of over-confi¬ 
dence and predict that consumers 
and businessmen will go on spend¬ 
ing. despite policy changes, just as 
they did in the last boom. 

T his is exactly foe pattern 
observable in Britain and 
America today. Policy has 
been tightened sharply in 
the past year, in America fry means 
of higher interest rates, in Britain 
through higher taxes. And people 
have responded, even white foe 
analysts have predicted that there 
would be no response at alL The 
response has been much more 
pronounced in Britain because taxes 
ad more quickly titan interest rates. 
The very sharp response can be seen 
from the faint lines in foe charts of 
British retail sales and industrial 
production. These show changes in 
three-month averages, adjusted to 
an annual rate; foe rates of change 
in both retail sales and industrial 
production have fallen very steeply 
since foe spring of 1994. when the 
new taxes came into effect 
American consumers and indus¬ 
trialists show less evidence of feeling 
foe pinch. This is hardly surprising 
since interest rates have only been 
raised very gradually and usually 
take a year or more to have their full 
effect All that can be said for sure 
about foe American statistics is that 
growth is no longer accelerating. 
But experience strongly suggests 
that demand will slow significantly 
race the normal lags in monetary 
policy play themselves out in foie 
next few months. Meanwhile, many 
economists in Britain are still insist¬ 
ing that consumers ignored last 
year’s tax increases. And analysts on 
Wall Street maintain that last year's 
doubling of US interest rates will 
have no impact on demand. 

Fortunately, what matters is not 
the view in foe City and Wall Street, 
but in foe Fed and the Bank of 
England. The central banks must 
recognise ihat policy tightening has 
worked exactly as it ought to. and 
there is little or no further need to 
restrain demand. Another half point 
rise in interest rates might just be 
acceptable to keep control of infla¬ 
tion. Beyond that, foe central bank¬ 
ers should be as ready to cut as they 
have been to raise interest rares. 


Philip Bassett on a tale of two statistics 

Seekers after job facts 
beset by conundrums 


M ichael Portillo, the 
Employment Secret¬ 
ary. was quite dear 
about it yesterday. “Unem¬ 
ployment," he said, on a visit 
to Uni part’s Oxford factory, 
“is falling because economic 
recovery is creating extra 
jobs.” Six hundred jobs were 
now being created every day. 
he said. 

Labour doubted it Harriet 
Harman. Shadow Employ¬ 
ment Secretary, pointed out 
that there are now million 
fewer jobs in foe economy 
than there were in 1989, while 
the trade unions said that foe 
recovery in the labour market 
was clearly slowing. 

New figures yesterday from 
the Department of Employ¬ 
ment showed that foe work¬ 
force in employment (WiE). 
foe Government’s principal 
jobs measure, rose by 115,000 
in the final quarter of last year. 
However, behind that figure 
lie large-scale revisions to the 
employment statistics that will 
now allow ministers to dam 
foal foe recovery is not, after 
all. a jobless one. 

In December. The Times 
reported work going on in Mr 
Portillo’s own department to 
try to draw together foe WiE 
figures, which showed em¬ 
ployment still failing, with 
figures from foe Govern¬ 
ment’s quarterly Labour Force 
Survey (LFS), which showed it 
was rising. Although that 
work is still going on, yester¬ 
day's WiE job figures showed 
foe first fruits of it 
At the time. The Times 
reported that foe WiE series 
was showing a fall, over the 
previous 12 months, of 17.000. 
against a rise in foe LFS job 
total of 202.000. Yesterday's 
revisions mean that this fall of 
17.000 is now seen by the 
department as a rise of 7.000. 

Ministers proclaimed the 
subsequent increase in the WiE 
for the three months to Septem¬ 
ber of 142.000 - which yester¬ 
day’s revisions now put up to 
152.000 — as bringing foe wo 
job measures into the same 
direction. The department’s re¬ 
visions run back to December 


1991. bur. looking ai the period 
since unemployment started to 
fall, a year after that, the total 
revisions in the job figures 
amount to identifying an extra 
680.000 jobs. 

How has foe Government 
managed to boost its jobs total 
by 680.000 - or 795.000, 
including the latest quarter's 
figures? The Government’s re¬ 
visions depend on three fac¬ 
tors: more up-to-date seasonal 
adjustments, more informa¬ 
tion received from the sources 
foe department uses to mea¬ 
sure jobs, and what officials 
describe as significant adjust- 



Portillo: lot more jobs 

ments to job levels in foe 
construction industry. 

Government statisticians 
believe that foe LFS - based 
on household surveys of em¬ 
ployees — was picking up 
more accurately the number of 
jobs in foe highly casualised 
construction industry than 
was foe employer-based WiE, 
which has now been revised to 
take better account of the jobs 
indicated by the LFS figures. 

This means, for example, 
lhaL in foe pre-revised WiE 
series, construction accounted 
for 765.000 jobs. Now, after foe 
revisions, it accounts for 


885.000. This rise of 120,000 is 
equivalent to almost 80 per 
cent of foe roral rise in jobs for 
the three-month period. 

The total number of jobs in 
construction that the WiE 
series has “\mderooumed" 
since December 1991 is put 
now by the department at 
736.000. close to the industry's 
total employment 
The construction industry 
estimates that it has lost 
500.000 jobs in the recession, 
and, at precisely the same time 
yesterday as they were identi¬ 
fying construction as one of 
foe main factors behind foe 
upward revisions to the em¬ 
ployment figures. Department 
of Employment officials said 
that construction was one of 
the activities, also including 
agriculture, in which the num¬ 
ber of jobs fell in foe last 
quarter of 1994. 

Of the latest quarterly in¬ 
crease, banking, insurance and 
finance jobs rose by 32.000 — 
which might sit oddly with 
continuing job losses being 
announced by the banks. Retail 
distribution rose by 7.000. 
which might sit oddly with foe 
fall in reta iling jobs announced 
this week by the Confederation 
of British Industry, and with 
such substantial closures as 
Rumbelows and Athena. 

T he Employment Policy 
Institute, an independent 
research body, said yest¬ 
erday that the complex state of 
the UK labour market was now 
[tiling “conundrum upon con¬ 
undrum”. Department officials 
insisted yesterday that their 
latest revisions to job figures do 
not cast any doubt on their 
overall credibility. 

May be not trying to recon¬ 
cile the different stories being 
told on employment by foe 
LFS and WiE figures was 
never going to be easy. Foil 
evidence shows that people’s 
fears about job insecurity are 
still high, even though unem¬ 
ployment is now down by 
607,000 since its peak; trying 
to convince people that foe job 
picture is better than they see it 
will be even more difficult still. 


BUSINESS LETTERS 


Contracting-out protection for workers must be upheld Option benefits 


From Mr Barry Reamsbottom 

Sir. British employees have 
every right to demand that foe 
Government does nothing to 
attempt to weaken foe legal 
protection they currently enjoy 
when involved in contracting- 
out exercises (“Will TUPE safe¬ 
guard jobs?", February 22). 

Before the successful cam¬ 
paign of unions such as mine, 
to get foe Government to put 
in place an effective law. as re¬ 
quired by foe EU. to properly 
safeguard employment rights, 
companies had almost a free 
hand to buy up businesses and 
to make whatever changes to 
workers’ terms and conditions 
they wished. Staff could be, 
and regularly were, made 
redundant and their jobs re¬ 
advertised at lower rates of 
pay with the loss of other ben¬ 
efits. This often resulted in the 
appalling situation of workers 
applying for their old jobs on 
far worse terms. 

This is what contracting-out 
meant for most of the 1970s 
and 1980s. Any savings aris¬ 
ing out of these contracts in the 
past had very little to do with 
better value for money being 
secured. Companies merely 
cynically exploited various le¬ 


gal loopholes, until they were 
very firmly dosed by a land¬ 
mark European Directive and 
important decisions from the 
European Cotut of Justice. 

In most other European 
countries, contracting-out is 
still relatively rare, whereas 
over the past two years in 
Britain there have been more 
than 800 exercises within foe 
civil service alone. This ex¬ 
plains why foe issue has been 
the subject of so much debate 
in this country and not others 
and also why it is vitally 
important that our Govern¬ 
ment does not surrender to the 
incessant Wearing of contrac¬ 


tors to tear down foe legal 
protections which had. we all 
hoped, brought jo an end the 
disgraceful way employers 
used to be able to treat staff. 

Perhaps foe most revealing 
statistic of ail is that of the 
10.400 civil service jobs that 
have been contracted-out since 
1992, only 194 wens without 
the protection of TUPE. The 
law is working, so there is no 
reason to change it 
Yours faithfully, 

BARRY A. REAMSBOTTOM 
(General Secretary), 

The Civil and Public 
Services Association, 

160 Falcon Road, SW11. 


Gambling man 

From Mr Clive Ricketts 
Sir, Let me cast your mind 
back seven or eight years, 
when as a young market- 
maker I appeared on The 
Money Programme Chosen 
for the interview by one of our 
directors. I was asked to talk 
about life as a young trader 
and what 1 enjoyed about it. 
Among my replies (shown out 
of context). I compared trading 
with gambling on the horses. 


made the more enjoyable as it 
was with someone elscs 
money. How pleasing it was 
over foe past week to see both 
the media and “City experts" 
using foe word “gambling” in 
abundance when describing 
the Barings fiasco. 

Rather than being castigat¬ 
ed then by my superiors, 
maybe I should have been 
congratulated on my honesty. 
Yours faithfully. 

CLTVE RICKETTS. 

20 High Street. Lenham. Kent. 


From Mr Stanley Lemer 
Sir. With reference to foe 
current question of share op¬ 
tions, I was always under foe 
impression that highly paid 
members of a board were 
employed because of foe bene¬ 
fits they could bring to foe 
advancement and profitability 
of the company, and foe 
increase in foe value of foe 
company shares. 

If this is foe case, then surely 
those directors would have foe 
same confidence in their abili¬ 
ty to fulfil these expectations, 
and thus it would be reason¬ 
able to expect that when they 
were appointed they would 
purchase shares in foe com¬ 
pany in their own right. 

If at the end of their term of 
office those shares had in¬ 
creased in value, then they 
have every justification and 
entitlement to whatever profits 
they may receive. The real 
benefit of share options is that 
should the same shares not 
increase in value, or even fall, 
then they simply do not take 
up their options. 

Yours faithfully, 

STANLEY LERNER, 

37 Hove Park Way. 

Hove. East Sussex. 


FDR FURTHER 
INPQPAAATION 
CALI_ 



OUR SERVICE INCLUDES - A UNIQUE COMPUTERISED BULLETIN BOARD SERVICE PROVIDING 24 HOUR OPEN FOSmON REPORTS. PREVIOUS DAYS 
TRADING INFORMATION. MARKET VALUATIONS & ACCOUNT BALANCES. AN ELECTRONIC MAIL SERVICE. A FREE INTRODUCTORY GUIDE. 

This advert has been issued by:- 

Optioos Direct Enrtpe Limited Upper Ground Floor Salisbury House London Wall London EC2M SQQ A mender of ihe Securities and Futures Auhsrby. 
MeesPhrsoe ICS Caram flc Comt 21 Canomfle Snect London EO a TrrA member of the Securities and Futures Authority. 

Opera *r volatile {nansaats wd, in ccriam dtcuawn^ts b B pooiNc tt te mot rim your tana] nvcmamL 
Opfaoj *r na ahray* n!4fc to ew*y« sod yaa fancM «hw befaedeafia*. 

MttsPiersoo ICS Limited will handle all our administration and be your counterparty. 









26 EQUITY PRICES 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 16 1995 ; ; 


T tft] 


TlM'i 


DISTRIBUTORS 


523 330VMHrMt 

311 233 AM Kin 

437 - V 

251 + 3 

Si 

‘4 

94 

100 

27BV 171 Aa far Z 

233+17 

50 

BJ 

3300 24fi2vB»* Anraa 

3W6V+ uv 



247 1 TV Bate tet 

ra - 7 

12 

117 

6(0 <87 BaKfatt 

593 -6 

44 

U 

319 746 Ad niart 

30? + Z 

4£ 

27 

ai2V22S2vCita*s 

2SSV 3B Cte* &BT 

2625 + 19V 
245 + 1 

<0 

111 

£1W, EtTlVCaanadi 

EKSV+147V 

61 


\7S, 993VC# ta Ur Y 

1137V+ ft 

03 


C4SV Q70V0taxae B» 

Q14V+29E*i 

24 


1316V B25 EtertP 5a» 

656*.- 3*i 124 

* 

SO 57 firs ttl Fn 

72 

26 <50 

IK?, ll+ZVFqi Bui V 

1335 - 22V 

64 


473 195 Hrtns 

211+3 

69 

130 

1113 583 I6BC 

66S + 3 


87 

1133 578 HSBC Mt 

£E4 + ( 

52 

61 

M3 383 fee* HI 

693 <24 lOEMPl Bal 

383 . . 

59 

111 

sea * ii 

4j6 

111 

HD 519 llftdrt 

S7Z + 1 

56 

V> 

Gap, 472 Kd Aid ft 

513 + 6 

£7 

67 

£22 421 Htat 

503+2 

54 

51 

3X0 2100 (taanap Bara 

2375 

fii 

57 

79 53 RS3 Bos 

58 

20 

162 

HE 373V fa Bk Sett 

as - iv 

*2 

11/ 

1674 H15B fate 

>4/8+38 

18 

M3 

i<58 IDO Sdnta: WV 

1333+33 

19 

12.1 

114 75 SSajw & End 

82 

55 

• 

39*j aa teOM 

2E3 - 1 

36 

84 

291 19/ TSBt 

733-4 

47 

102 

1812 569 *tett| SB 

710 + 7 

29 

139 

nca SGizvweib Fargo 

S900V+137V 

29 


2at (94 neapac 

231*1 

24 

■ 

1% 260 Mortal 

70S 

64 

129 


Early gains wiped out 


TRADING PERIOD; Settlement takes place ten business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Let investors have a say 


Lesley Drummond looks at the issue 
of accounting standards compliance 


A sk the average financial 
controller in an owner- 
managed business with 
sales of less than £2£ million 
about applying the complex¬ 
ities of accounting standards 
on leasing, pension costs and 
investment properties on an¬ 
nual accounts and you are 
likely to hear complaints. 

Others are likely to become 
uneasy at the proposals pub¬ 
lished by a working party of 
the Consultative Committee of 
Accountancy Bodies (CCAB), 
Exemptions from Standards 
on the Grounds of Size or 
Public Interest, which offer 
what is almost a blanket exem¬ 
ption from accounting stan¬ 
dards to all companies with 
turnover of under EZ8 million. 

Accounting standards pro¬ 
vide that annual accounts will 
be prepared consistently on a 
basis that will reflect accurate¬ 
ly the company's progress. 

In its response to the CCAB 
paper, the accounting stan¬ 
dards committee of the Insti¬ 
tute of Chartered Accountants 
of Scotland has proposed that 


shareholders in small com¬ 
panies should still be able to 
request compliance with 
accounting standards. 

The institute acknowledges 
the importance of finding a 
balance between public inter¬ 
est and shareholder protection 
and deregulation initiatives. It 
favours deregulation, but be¬ 
lieves it must not be at the ex¬ 
pense of tipping the balance 
against shareholder protec¬ 
tion. As a means of achieving 
this balance, the institute rec¬ 
ommends that shareholders 
should have the ability to 
require full compliance with 
accounting standards. 

Requiring 100 per cent 
shareholder agreement for 
non-compliance with account¬ 
ing standards would protect 
all shareholders, but could be 
regarded as unrealistic. Share¬ 
holder agreement at 90 per 
oesit would tie in with the audit 
exemption requirements 
where, if 10 per cent of the 
shareholders request an audit, 
even if the company is exempt 
from audit one wiD have to be 



Drummond: backs investors 


performed. Equally, a provi¬ 
sion for 75 per cent sharehold¬ 
er agreement would tie in with 
a number of other Companies 
Act requirements where a 
special resolution is required. 

The institute recommends 
that the exemptions will not 
apply to some public interest 
companies, for example cer¬ 
tain charities. 

In attempting to forge a 
reformed, deregulated regime 
that continues to offer share¬ 
holders adequate protection, 
the institute takes issue with 
die working party’s proposed 
“bottom up" approach since it 
believes it does not differenti¬ 


ate between the measurement 
and the disclosure dements of 
accounting standards. 

Instead, the institute favours 
a “top down" approach that 
will eliminate certain disclo¬ 
sure dements of certain stan¬ 
dards from being mandaiop' 
to small companies and will 
also identify where specific 
measurement standards can 
properly be excluded. . 

Subject to these exclusions, 
measurement issues of stan¬ 
dards should continue to 
apply to all companies or the 
managerial benefits of die ac¬ 
counting information may be 
lost and external parties, in¬ 
cluding creditors, may lose the 
reassurance they currently re¬ 
ceive from accounts that com¬ 
ply with measurement issues. 

Finally, the working party 
should establish that its pro¬ 
posals will be accepted by 
organisations and groups 
such as the Inland Revenue 
and banks. Unless their sup¬ 
port can be confirmed, it is 
questionable whether the bur¬ 
den on small companies will 
be reduced, even if accounting 
standards no longer applied. 


The author is an assistant director 
of accounting and auditing at The 
Institute of Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants of Scotland 




Cutting back on the flexibility 


IT WAS the sort of thing that Sir David 
Tweedie. the Accounting Standards 
Board chairman, relishes. Last October, 
the strategy and- economics team at 
Hoare Govett put -out a research 
document, Tweedie's Tax Bombshell. 
This dealt with the choices that lay 
ahead for the ASB on the methods of 
reporting tax. liabilities and. in particu¬ 
lar, deferred tax. 

It said: “Given Sir David Tweedie's 
revealed preference for the ‘commit¬ 
ment-based' provisioning practised in 
America, rather than the ‘derision- 
based' provisioning which leaves man¬ 
agement with discretion, he may well 
pursue the radical option. If he were to 
do so. this would reduce reported 
earnings for the whole market by 
around 10 per cent." 

In an ASB discussion paper. Sir 
David has done just that And the effects 
for some companies could prove devas¬ 
tating. Terry Smith, an analyst at 
Collins Stewart issued figures recently 
that suggested it would mean a 36 per 
cent fall in earnings per share at British 
Airways, for example, and large falls 
among utilities. 

Tax is not the sort of area that the 
interested observer of UK companies 
would expect to be potentially devastat¬ 
ing. But the reason is simple: The ASB 
remains true to its aims of trying to get 


companies to report what is happening. 
The problem is that the current system 
of accounting for deferred taxation is 
subjective and is reckoned generally to 
be unauditable. It also provides huge 
anomalies for the largest companies 
when it comes to reporting under both 
UK and US generally accepted account¬ 
ing principles (GAAP). 

As the Hoare Govett research puts it. 
“under current procedures, provision 
needs to be made for deferred tax only to 
the extent that it is probable that a liability 
wiD crystallise in the future. This offers 
companies flexibility and results in lower 
deferred-tax provisions in balance sheets 
and lower tax charges against earning 
compared to the US GAAP." 

The proposals put forward by the 
ASB in Accounting for Tax both 
attempt to cut back on the flexibility and 
try to bring the rules into line with those 
□sed in the US. The whole problem 
arises from the difference between the 
profit in a set of accounts and the profit 
figure on which tax will be assessed. 

UK entertainment expenditure, for 
example, is a cost that would reduce 
reported profit but is disallowed for tax 
purposes. Of such s mall differences do 
huge anomalies arise. These can then be 
argued over and. in the UK used for 
smoothing profits. If you can argue the 
deferred tax is unlikely to become a real¬ 


ity in the near future, then you can avttB- 
having to report it this year as a liability./ 

This is the flexibility that the ASS 
seeks to cut back on. At present 
company directors have only to make at 
plausible case and they can keep Re ¬ 
liability out of die reporting of the 
current year’s figures. The ASB papa- 
says: "It is possible to reduce the cuneot _ 
year’s tax charge simply by a s s um in g aa 
increase in future capital expenditure.. 
Some users of finan cial statements baw 
indicated to tbe board that, for this .• 
reason, they sometimes find it difficult 
to accept the tax charges and Ixafaftities 
of UK companies at face value." 

The other argument is that it would 
bring the UK system into line with that 
of the US. What is known as "the fuB- 
provisioning” method would do this. 
The other two methods discussed woul&- 
noL And while there is no reason why 
adopting a system that harmonises whity 
the US system is essential, it is more - 
likely to be of use to companies in the 
long run as they seek to tap internatiotiv 
al capital markets. 

All this change is some way off. All fee 
ASB wants at the moment are com- ! 
merits. At the moment, it “on balance; ! 
recommends adoption of the full provi¬ 
sion method". It may be that public 
hearings will be required eventually to 
clarify matters. 
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Severn Trent pfc 


GROUP FINANCE 


Corporate Development 
Executive 


£30-35k + car + benefits 


Severn Trait pk: is one of the world's largest privately owned water services 
companies and is one of the UK's Top 100 Companies, It has a turnover of nearly 
irl billion and employs some 10,000 people working primarily in the UK, the rest 
of Europe and North America. 


Embracing water, waste management and water technology services and customer 
service software systems, the Group is constantly expanding through a mixture of 
organic growth and acquisition. 


As pan of our Corporate Development Team, you will be at the very heart of this 
process, providing advice and guidance which will encourage and facilitate further 
strategic development. 


As well as collecting financial and market information to support further growth, 
you will liaise closely with individual business managers, helping each establish 
objectives and operational strategies. This will involve you in the development and 
coordination of 5-year business plans, making sure they address the overall 
business strategies and encompass dear implementation plans. 

Calling for extensive internal and external liaison, this high-profile position calls for 
strong interpersonal and business skills. You must be able to call on at least 2 
years’ planning experience in either industry or commerce and wiD possibly have 
an MBA and/or accountancy qualification. Most of ah, as individual businesses wiD 
be looking to you for ideas and guidance, well expect you to be a pro-active 
individual with a real commercial understanding of acquisitions, mergers and 
business development strategies. 



J Providing an exemplary lead 


When it comes to accounts, they don't come much 
bigger than the Inland Revenue with a General Ledger 
which records over 2 million transactions per year 
amounting to over£1.9 billion of expenditure and 
£125 billion in receipts of tax and national insurance 
contr&utians. 


Is this the land of challenge 
you're ready for? 


commercial sector. An effective communicator and 

motivator, you will provide an exemplary lead and 

build effective working relationships both within and 

outside the department 

We will reward you with an excellent salary 

and non-contributory pension, together with a major 

opportunity to contribute to the sucoes of 

our organisation. For an informal discussion, please 

contact David Quden on 0171-438-6813. 


Marcn jK* 


U. ana -.\T- *- 

role j 
onl> jtiu t\' r 
other wunc 


Claire U. 
fragile Be 


As the senior accountant in our Finance Division's 
Worthing Executive Office, you wfll lead a team of over 
60 staff in preparing the department's annual accounts. 
You will also actively supervise, maintain and develop 
our accounting and budgeting systems. You will be 
responsible for ensuring that the introduction of 
resource accounting results in accurate and reliable 
systems and accounts. 

This high profile role demands excellent organisational 
and management skills which will be backed up by a 
recognised accounting qualification and several years 
relevant experience. Ideally in both the public and 


For further details and an application form, please 
contact Gary Seffidc 


Q2SE&S9 on 0115 934 7596 or write to the 
Inland Revenue Personnel Division, Room 401, City 
House; Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NO 68H. 


band series' 
Her aptx-arx 
she ir.ake> 


cardboard 


■USBBDB on 0115 974 0446 or write to tiw 
Inland-Revenue Personnel-Division, Mowbray 
House, PO Box 55, Castle Meadow Road, 
Nott ingham NG21BE. 

Closing date for return of appl i c at ions is dose of 
play on Wednesday 12th April 1995- 


seasons.j 


As you’d expect from such a role, salary, benefits and potential are excellent. 

To apply please send your c.v. to Human Resources Department, Severn 
Trent pk, 2297 Coventry Road, Birmingham B26 — 

3HJ or telephone 021-722 4700 for an --— 

application form. Please quote ret no. 354. 


SEVERN TTOir IS AN EQUAL tHTOBTUNTTY EWU3YER AND OPHKTK 
A NO SMOKING POLKT 



FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 


Central London 


Accountancy Personnel 


grate. Bu 


Salary £35K to £40K + air + benefits 


pans? in £h 


A mctlimn bm iiK M specialising in health care with a leading position is its field, 
wanting to grow. 


THE ROLE 

* Corporate ma n ag e ment 

* Preparation of annual accounts 

* Management of cashflows 

* A wiutift fpj nr ^m jjfi y mfft 

* Exposure to marketing 

* Assistance in policy malting 

* Management of people 

* Position reports directly to MD 


THE PERSON 



"wpstsher 


HOUSE OF FRASER 


* FoQy qualified ACA, around 30+ 

* Az least S yean post qualification 
experience at a senior level/ 

* Entre pr eneurial annum to develop 
new businesses 

" Well developed commercial awareness 
and good inrer-pexsoori skflb 

* Initiative and ilj uiiiimr. 


Retail Finance Managers 


House of Fraser, one of the most successful and prestigious names in Department Store retaBing, is seeking * 
forward looking and innovative managers to fulfill an ongoing requirement for Retail Finance Managers with-", 
the senior management teams within a number of stores. ? if, 


4 


ACAL 




Please send CV and Photo toe 


Mr R Patterson 

Stuart House 
55 Catherine Place 
London SW1E 6DY 


With a portfolio of stores varying in size, from 12k sq. ft to over 350k sq. fL, the level of responsibility and 
experience required will vary according to size, however the style of management remains the same. VW 
require professionals eager to take full accountability in a changing environment where the highest standards 
of customer service, management and visual merchandising apply. - : 


ACCOUNTANCY 


T: 071 637 7009 F: 071 436 4575 


MANAGEMENT 

ACCOUNTANT 

SOUTH HERTS To £25,000 


Our diem is an acknowledged market 
leader in the world of 
systems/peripherals and one of the 
success stories of the last ten years. With 
an enviable growth record - current T/O 
£400 million* - a Management 
Accountant is now sought to 
complement the existing Finan ce mun. 
You will be a finalist/newly qualified 
CIMA, in your late 20s/early 30s, with 
the ability to produce monthly 
management accounts, consolidate and 
review the division's annual budget; 
develop reporting systems and lead a 
small Team. For further details, contact 
Jon Rees on 0171 637 7009. 


The Tavistock Institute 


SECRETARY TO 
THE INSTITUTE 


m 


The Tavistock Institute is an independent social 
science research, advisory and training 
organnation, a company Bruited by guarantee and 
a registered charity. The Institute wishes to 
appoint a part-time (3/5) senior administrator, a 
post involving co- ordina t io n and communication 
within the Institute and externally. 
Responsibilities, In addition to those of a 
Company Secretary, fodude ma na gi n g the'cermal 
administration unit and pr ovi di ng secreta ri at 
support for the Institute’s trustees and staff 
management committees. 


The post requires a mature and flexible outlook, 
organisational skills blended with diplomatic flair 
and a high level of fluency, oral and written. A 
formal Company Secretary qualification Is not 
essential. Salary is in tire range of £16-13.000 pa 
(pro rata £28-30,000). 


Further details ana available from The 
Secretary (Appointments). The Tavistock 
Institute. 30 Tabernacle Sheet. London EC2A 
ADD, enclo si ng a s.a.o. 


Closing data for appBcations is 10 Aprt. 


ACCOUNTANCY 


The Retail Finance Manager will report to the Store Manager and will be a key member of the management: 
team with special responsibility for the finance and administration functions within the store. 


T:071 637 7009 F: 071 436 4575 


COMHJANCE OFFICER cCAS^W+beafi 
“Hands On” role with wimple control of 
dep ar t m e n t of 4 staff Ideal candidate must have 
bad 5 years Banking or Futures and options 
background. Extensive application of SFA, 
IMRO, SRO & REE rales, heavily involved in 
US compliance. 

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER oC&DOMafc 
Ambitious young ACA "High Profile Role" with 
fin a nc ia l service or seenriries/famres with strong 
systems kaaijJ mMIllPIWgWWC 
reporting/reviews plus s t a nn ar y accounting. 
"Hands On” role with complete respo ns i bilit y of 
finance department, reporting to MJ3. 
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT d&JKMaA 
Age max 30 ACA/ACCA/ACMA. Must have 
financial services arcmrrmng background, to 
control department of 4 staff controlling daily 
management repotting budgeting for back 
office. Good communicating skills, as will be 
Hawin g with senior m mre y t m m f in London and 
USA office. 


FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT c£2&JMMteah 
Recently Qualified ACA/ACCA with 3 years 
B anking or Financial Services a cc ounti ng 
background. To ma m ay all accounting functions 
reporting to FD. Must have excellent commoting 
dolls and willing w travel to parent company 
in Europe. 


Suitable applicants wall be educated to 'A' level or degree standard and will be able to demonstrate 
combination of proven man-management and communication skills with the commercial acumen necessary^ 
to grow with the business and make a strategic contribution to our success. ' • 




8 If you meet the above requirements and feel ready for the challenge on offer please 
contact Accountancy Personnel. 5-6 Glen House, Stag Place, London SW1E5AG.: 
Alternatively for more information on these posts, please telephone ( 0171 ) 828 75551. 


GRADUATE 


ftr jnwwnflna de uUm c al of bms p rafa s w a s l 


You wSl become iudnl with all 
wiB be provided vitfa iioihiug fbr 


Write with CV tot 


i ACA, Ooef Anan o Unr. Ammon 
Floor, B rigade Hone, finsons Green. 


:0I7! 3717*06 


Tbc Institute wetoiime* x ppfrcxnts fnim pff sentinns 
of tbe Btummm , ty. 



University of 

Oxford 


CfTY FINANCIAL 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: BOX No_ 


c/d THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


FVsunocp. company nj ibc Cay 
vetihid-mriiii^ fammlh 
tnethrated incEvklmk taped ii 

35* lor the (mkrao of inincc 
nnnsgee Suixesrfnl app&anu 
wiD have hifxJass Luuiiuuica- 
ton* aid mta-personal dutk 

CwnfRtkEnsive Ertjruog and a 
WHLMnl career path unit lead 
tmubtc cantSdMp ; lo my tnpti 
unont^rewMA an d fau profit 

Carmen Lob OxLtos 
8714361838 



Chief Internal Auditor 
Academic-related gpadeS 
(527,018-£30,533) 

(with a discretionary range to £33,007) 

Applications are invited From qualified and suitably 
experienced Chartered or Certified Accountants tor the post 
of Chief Internal Auditor. The University's Internal Audit 
Section provides an indepoident appraisal of the adequacy 
and effectiveness of the University’s internal system of 
central. R forms part of (he finance dhriaon of the UntarSty 
Offices and tor day-to-day administrative purposes is 
respatsUe to the Secretary of the University Chest (Finance 

OfBcer), robjeet to ihe necessary nght of acces to the Vice- 
Chancellor and the Audit Committee. The successful 
candidate wfl have die ability to lead a team of staff; to 
Identify, plan and apply audit strategy and procedure across 
the University as a whole; and wk have experience In planning 
risk and materiality based audit approaches to complex 
decentralised organisations. Previous experience will 
preferably inckide both Top G' practice and successful 
performance In non-practice positions, and the person 
appointed will require fust class oral and written 
axnmunieaoon sfcfle. 


Further parttcutare of dw a pp oint ment may be obtained 
frm the Deputy Registrar (Administration), University 
Offices, Wsftngion Square, Oxford OX1 2JD (teL 01865 
270003), to whom applications, including a detailed 
curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of two 
referees should bo sent by Rridojr 21 April 1903L 

The Univwsiry is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

The Uiiwsay sxtsts to promote a xce B enca in education aid 
rese a rc h . 


PRAGER AND 
FENTON 


The International fiim of 
accountants spe cialising in the 


dynamic music and entertainment 
industry have the following 
vacancies for committed, 
hard working professio nal*- 


Newly qualified ACA/ACCA’s 


■ Trainee ACA/ACCA’s - 
Graduates with good A-levels 


Please send full CV and salary' 
details to: J 


27/29 Cursitor Street 

London 


EC4A 1LT 


Strictly 


*0 agencies 


■J ncriiSo 
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THEATRE page 30 

Sian Thomas and 
Phyliida Law star in a 
haunting tragi-comedy 
at the Almeida 



ARTS 


CD DIRECT page 31 

The great Italian 
conductor Carlo Maria 
Giulini is this month's 
featured artist 



CINEMA: Geoff Brown is enchanted by Little Women, turns a deaf ear to Beethoven and joins a priest’s ‘outing 1 


O h Jo, don’t say ‘aw¬ 
ful’. it's slang!” says 
Meg. eldest of Lou¬ 
isa May Alcotrs 
girls in Little Women, filmed 
for the sixth time in a sumptu¬ 
ous production by Gillian 
Armstrong. For modem 
moviegoers uttering the word 
“awful- carries all the penal¬ 
ties of saying boo to a goose, so 
the line gives a strong indica¬ 
tion that Little Women takes 
pl ace in remote times, even on 
a remote planet. 

Masculine types might 
think that five previous ver¬ 
sions — two silents. the 1933 
classic with Katharine Hep- 
bum. the 1949 bore, and one 
forgettable television movie — 
were sufficient But with Hol¬ 
lywood dusting off any and 
every children's classic, Al¬ 
coa'S book deserves a new life. 

Especially in Armstrong's 
hands: the Australian director 
of My Brilliant Career maltw 
us fee! right at home with the 
moral values and customs of 
New England in the late 1860s. 
Contemporary feelings are not 
forgotten, either. Whenever 
the feminist angle can be 
heightened, it is. But nothing 
is distorted. The tale is told. 

Having a superlative cast 
helps. No amount of talk can 
make Winona Ryder's Jo 
March appear plain, but she 
has the right headstrong spir¬ 
it and echoes of her modem 
roles as a feisty adolescent 
only add extra resonance. The 
other young ladies, inducting 
Trini Alvarado as Meg, and 
Claire Danes as the shy, 
fragile Beth, chime equally 
wefi with their parts. 

Susan Sarandon is the saint¬ 
ly Mrs March, who keeps the 
home together while her hus¬ 
band serves in the C5vQ War. 
Her appearances are brieC but 
she makes each one count and 
never lets her homilies become 
cardboard pieties. As for the 
menfolk, neither Alcott nor 
Armstrong give them top fall¬ 
ing, but Gabriel Byrne, Eric 
Stoirz and Christian Bale flesh 
out their roles with sensitivity. 

Visually, little Women is a 
constant, if conventional, de¬ 
light- We progress through the 
seasons, horn Christmas snow 
through to autumn foliage. If 
the fihn’S emotions had been 
stillborn, the prettiness might 
grate. But the images never 
bury the characters and die 
pangs in their hearts. 

Perhaps Armstrong’s secret 
weapon is her pacing. Nothing 
is forced, no matter how dose 
the material steers towards 


Respect for women’s rites 


Little Women 

Odeon Leicester 
Square. U, 118 mins 
Fresh edition of the 
children's classic 

Immortal 

Beloved 

Empire, IS, 120 mins 
Strangely dull life of 
Beethoven 

Priest 

Curzon West End. 15, 
106 mins 

Overwrought drama 
about a gey Catholic 
priest 

Eden Valley 

ICA Cinematheque. 

15.100 mins 
Raw slice of life from 
northeast England 

I.Q. 

Empire. U. 96 mins 
Synthetic comedy 


outright melodrama. On 
Beth's death, the family nurse 
scatters petals over her pfllows 
and dolls: a simple moment 
but an occasion for moist eyes, 
mine included. This new Little 
Women is an unexpected tri¬ 
umph. Even the 1933 version 
must look to its laurels. 

It is usually comedies dial 
start with the reading of a wiD, 
not musical biographies. But 
Bernard Rose’s Immortal Be¬ 
loved has a reason for gather¬ 
ing together Beethoven's 
intimates after die funeral 
parade. A letter is found: all 
music, all monies to go to “my 
sole heir... my Immortal Be¬ 
loved” Who is she. or he? In 
Rosens script. Antra Schindler 
assumes the Joseph Gotten 
role in Citizen Kane and 
trawls through the past to 
solve the enigma. 

There are three main candi¬ 
dates for die Immortal Be¬ 
loved. none of them cham¬ 
pioned by Beethoven scholars. 
But most dnemagoers will not 
be troubled by Rose’s conjec¬ 
tures. For a far greater eni gma 
looms: how can a film about 
Beethoven from a flashy direc¬ 
tor and starring Gary Oldman 
ever be boring? 

The curse of high art, I 
suppose. When Rose makes a 
horror film such as Paper- 


house, he lets rip a gaudy 
imagination. When Oldman 
plays gun-toting American 
scumbags, his enjoyment is 
palpable. Here, both are on 
their best behaviour. Old¬ 
man'S performance is entirely 
decent, if you accept the 
script's caricature of Beetho¬ 
ven as a perennially boorish, 
raging genius; but you feel you 
are watching an animated 
waxwork, not a human being. 

Rose restricts his virtuoso 
instincts for moments such as 
the dimactic reverie, accompa¬ 
nied by the Ode to Joy. in 
which the composer floats in 
the twinkling heavens. Ken 
Russell would approve. The 
rest has that bland Euro- 
pudding taste, with multi¬ 
national actors trotting 
around Prague (a stand-in for 
Vienna). Jeroen Krabbe app¬ 
ears as Schindler, while 
Johanna Ter Steege, Valeria 
Golino and Isabella Rossellini 
head the immortal Beloved 
shortlist. 


T he soundtrack boasts 
one bold stunt a sub¬ 
jective evocation of 
Beethoven's deafness, 
the music sounding muffled, 
out of synch. Elsewhere we 
hear Sir Georg Solti, the 
London Symphony Orchestra 
and soloists loud and dear 
(with the accent on loud}. 
Cognoscenti will note how 
Beethoven’s period piano pro¬ 
duces the sounds of a modem 
concert grand. But the film 
was not made for the authen¬ 
ticity brigade. I am not sure 
who the audience is. unless a 
following exists for outmoded, 
romantic biographies and 
films laid low fay their own 
dull ambitions. 

“Do something, don't just 
hang there, you smug, idle 
bastard-'" A tortured, gay 
Catholic deric addresses these 
words to a Crucifix looming 
from a vicarage wall. With 
moments like that, no wonder 
Antonia Bird's film Priest has 
raised eyebrows. It has also 
swept audiences away, at festi¬ 
vals cm both sides of the 
Atlantic people have stood, 
cheered, wept, and almost 
dapped their hands off. 

The film's emotional pull is 
undeniable. The hero (Linus 
Roache) is a naive; priggish 
young priest who comes up to 
Liverpool to toil in the inner 
city. Fbr a time he suffers the 
usual problems naive prigs 
attract. Then he fetches black 
leather out of the wardrobe, 
and cydes to a gay bar. 



“ENTERTAINING, 

FUNNY, 

INTELLIGENT” 


- THE INDEPENDENT 


“Robert Bedford's marvellous film has 
been nominated fbr four Oscars* 
and deserves to win all of diem!”- ttueout 

“A film of authority, integrity and unusual depth. 

A VFRY VERY CLASSY MOVIE. DONTMISS IT” 

t* - DAILY TELEGRAPH 


pHNTURTURRO PMORROW RALPH FIENNES 

.mnm* 

QUIZ SHOW. 




matched, but no one 
, LU *n saw a thing- 


ai w my wmowomt shewed 



Can Hollywood 
learn the score? 

S o Gary Oldman, who once played Sid Vicious, is 
Beethoven in Immortal Beloved. Par for the course. 
Geoff Brown writes. But the life of a great composer 
is a subject that can bring out the best and worst in 
Hoflywood. If yon want to make a bad film, composers 
make sitting targets. A good film is more difficult. I offer 
the following lists for your consideration: 


■ AMADEUS (1984): Tom 
Htrice’s Mozart first app¬ 
ears an American brat but 
grows less wearing. Milos 
Forman’s film builds into a 


Winona Ryder as Join Gillian Armstrong’s triumphant remake of Little Women 


ic story of glorious music 
and human infamy. 

■ THE CHRONICLE OF 
ANNA MAGDALENA 
BACH (MSf. J.S. Bach 
portrayed by that scholarly 
musician Gustav Leon- 
hardt suits the minimalist 
style of director Jean-Marie 
Straub. Bach’S social con¬ 
text comes through dearly. 
Beautiful and moving. 

■ A SONG OF SUM¬ 
MER (J96Sf. Ken Russell 
has made marry of the worst 
musical biographies but 
also a few of the best This 
Delius portrait featuring 
Max Adrian, strikes a bal¬ 
ance between the compos¬ 
er's dreamy melancholy 
and Russell’s exuberance. 

■ 32 SHORT FILMS 
ABOUT GLENN GOULD 
(1993): Francois Girard 
presents the composer/pia¬ 
nist's life with such insight 
humour and imagination 
that it demands inclusion. 

■ TOUS LES MATINS 
DU MONDE (J992Y Alain 
Corneau's mesmerising 
portrait of Baroque musi¬ 
cian Sainte-Colombe and 
his pupil Marin Marais 
(played at different ages by 
Gerard and GuflJaume 
Depardieu). A wonderful 
surprise. 


■ THE GREAT MR 
HANDEL (1942): No wig 
can turn the eccentric 
Wilfrid Lawson into Han¬ 
del. And no Technicolor or 
Christian uplift can raise 
the spirits as this film made 
for Rank's inspirational di¬ 
vision plods on its way. 

■ LISZTOMANIA (1975): 
Ken Russel) goes bananas, 
pouring out kitsch and 
juvenile fantasies with Rog¬ 
er Dal trey (Liszt), Paul 
Nicholas (Wagner) and a 
flatulent rock score ar¬ 
ranged by Rick Wakeman. 
Almost unwatchable. 

■ SONG OF LOVE (1947h 
In an era ripe with musical 
hogwash, this MGM dra¬ 
ma about those bothersome 
Schumanns ‘ (Katharine 
Hepburn and Paul Hen- 
ried) and their friend 
Brahms must be the worst 
No unintentional laughs: it 
sits on the screen and dies. 

■ SONG OF NORWAY 
(1970): Toralv Maurstad is 
tiie chap playing Grieg, but 
he pales beside the endless 
scenery, the ridiculous 
script and tiie fatuous musi¬ 
cal adaptation by the Kis¬ 
met team of Wright and 
Forrest 

■ SONG WITHOUT 
END (I960): And the film 
follows suit as Liszt travels 
around Europe thrilling the 
ladies. Dirk Bogarde and 
the sets are both very pretty, 
but they act as morticians, 
touching up a corpse. 


Torment follows, especially 
when his secret life becomes 
public. Parishioners are apo¬ 
plectic, but his fellow priest 
preaches compassion, and the 
soundtrack chips in with 
You'll Never Walk Alone. 
Humanity three, hypocrisy nil. 

To succumb to this on¬ 
slaught though, you have to 
forgive a lot of faults. Bird'S 
directorial work improves an 
her television film Safe, but 
she still bullies material that 
would flourish better in 
gentler hands, and any visual 
felicities are intermittent Jim¬ 
my McGovern’S script comes 
wdi stocked with venom and 
caustic humour but packs in 
characters like sardines: a 
residue of its original concep¬ 
tion as a four-part television 
series. And while supporting 
characters such as Ton Wil¬ 
kinson'S down-to-earth Father 
Matthew jangle with life. Li¬ 
nus Roache makes the hero an 
unappealing cold fish. 

S ince it is rare to find a 
British film that stirs 
emotions, not cups of 
tea. Priest deserves 
cme rousing cheer. It gives 
audiences something to bite 
on. which you cannot say for 
Eden Valley, one of the Ambo - 
Films collective’s dramatised 
slabs of life in northeast Eng¬ 
land. The wintry skies are 
beautiful, the people look real; 
so do the horses (the story 
concerns harness racing and 
an uneasy relationship be¬ 
tween father and son). But the 
film is so determined to avoid 
any commercial excitement 
that it slips from your grip. 

LQ. is a winsome little 
comedy, funny as far as it 
goes, which is wily about 3ft. 
The place and time is Prince¬ 
ton in the 1950s. The universi¬ 
ty's prize genius, Albert 
Einstein (Walter Matthau), is 
concerned that his egghead 
niece. Meg Ryan, wiD many 
an unctuous, conniving psy¬ 
chologist (Stephen Fry. alive 
and well on the stiver screen). 
So he endeavours to engineer 
a love match with Tim Rob¬ 
bins’s garage enplqyee. 

Andy Brockman. the script's 
deviser, claims allegiance to 
past masters of Hollywood 
comedy such as Capra and 
Preston Sturges. The roles 
would certainly suit their 
stars. You can see Jean Arthur, 
intdh’gent obstinate, in Meg 
Ryans role; James Stewart 
would be tiie good-natured, 
ordinary Joe. But nothing can 
recapture the old films' natu¬ 
ral, breezy spirit While pleas¬ 
ant enough. I-Q- directed by 
Fired Schepisi. is far too con¬ 
scious of being cute. 


"AN EXTRAORDINARY PERFORMANCE” 
"Provocative, intriguing and engrossing" 
"BEAUTIFULLY ACTED"*, "OLDMAN IS EXCELLENT 
"This film exerts hypnotic power"™.™™* 


Mr 

DAILY MAI. 
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MAN 


Soumbadc Mnsk 
features Enamel Ax, 
Gtdoa Krona, Yo-Vh Ma 
iml Murray Penhu 
SIR GEORG SOLTI 
CoodadsThe London 
Symphony Orcbean 

tarfaHroo Scar CbbaL 
CDNfrSKOJDT 



* IhectMiU' 

i f behind t:u 

■ 

;• The nhuir.O'N behind rhe man. 
The untold love story of Ludwig Van Beethoven 

IAVV-IOKTaL 

' Beloved,- 
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LONDON 


WOMEN OF TROY: Opening nigtt lor 
/WwCastfafifM'BnBwpreducticnof 
Eunptdes’s ntensc and poignant 
tragedy, translated try KenneJti McUash 
Jaw Brian comas rack io me Engteti- 
spaafang BfeNre to play Andromache, 
writ Rosemary Hans as Hecuba, 
Notional (Ofivfer). Soulti Ba*. 5E1 
(0171-9282252) Taught. 7pm Then Fri- 
Mon, 7.15pm; ma SaJ. 2 pm fi 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


UNstn Royal, "nwaira Street (01603 
63QQQQ).Tcri£lt-SaL 750pm; mat SOL 
230pm fi 


A dally gukte to arts 
and entertainment 
compflod by Kris Anderson 


20TWMCOITIIRY MUSIC: The Nash 
Ensemble oononues ns mamh-tong 
senes vdSitwocomrntssfflnedwotw 
M a l tese s tanighi: Bena FirtOva'S 
Befere rha Thundararonn. Op 70 and a 

meed raison o( Tavener's AWsraana 
Sdnga Also on offer are works tram 
Shostakovich and B&son Demaw and 
ifwre a a tree pre-concert awrawnh 
Tavener and Rrsova 
Purcell Room. South Bank. SET 
(0171-928 8800) Tonght, 7.30pm 


lumfict opera written ttvs century 
Poutenc's gender-pending ale at 
runaway breasts is set to a dazing 
senes a music hall wrtzas ad pcftaa, 
writ the eafan caned to she aressiffle 
6naIawfatonto"hawmoredhfldren". 
As pert ol the Towards lha Mflenram 


Symphony Hafl. Broad Street Q 
(0121-212 3333). Tonga, 750pm. 
Tomorrow in London. Queen Elizabeth 

Hal, South BankB (0171-828 8800). 


WOKING: Mora than a dozen 
cornpartes are tafeng part n a ffree- 
traefc dance frenzy mat £ WoWng's 
rontntxnton to Done* UmbreOi. The 
unusual and often provocative 
A^arican choreographer Mark Monts a 
[ha first scoop, bmgmg Mis company 
for ctaaEnglsfi tour ttts week. 
Another partalar treat ud be ScoBEh 
Balers new production of Swan Late, 
there are Iree open-® events besides 
Ihe proteaonal shows In several halls. 
New vieimta, Peacock An; Centre 

(01493 781144). Moms Tantghl-Fn, 
8pm: Sal, 230vd 8pm. Una Apr 2. fi 


LONDON GALLERIES 


CSC1LE OUSSET. Expect the sparks 
to By wtwn the exuberant French penis 
Ousaet takes to lha stags wah a two- 
rtgtt alt-Rswrt programma 
mgfftWB HA WgrTKSB Street Wt 
(0171-935 2141). Torag* and SaL 
7 30pm.fi 


DORNOCH SgoSWi Open 
oontnues is rinovatw, local venue 
Essential Scottish Opera lour, giving 
tour burking sore a chance to perform 
reponokE favount83 from The Magic 
FUb. Don Govanra, La Bolrime. Dta 

FteCetwoaowi ftgobm. 

Cathedral (D1862 810165). Toreght, 
7.30pm. Then Sat. Inverness. Town 
1(014632312191. 


ELSEWHERE 


BIRMINGHAM- BarOara Barney and 
Ptalf) Lengndge (can SkTian Rase and 
the London SHontatia lor Laa 
Memetfes da Tlraata*. perhaps the 


NORWICH Jenny Aguder stays wth 
the new RSC cast lor a lour ot Ian 
Judge's pleasing production of Urn 1 * 
Labours Lost The first of two UK stops 
follow a brief season at the Barbican 
before Tokyo n Apr! 


Barbican: Contemporary Print Show; 
(0171-638-4141)... BritishMusamr 

Byzoirtna Treasures from Brttah 
Cotecttona (0171-83815S5)... 
Cmitsutd: Frank Dobson. Scripture 
1915-1954(071-8732528).. 

Hayward-Yvss Klein (071-9283144) 
National Salary: Spanish SH Ufa: 
ftom Vrirtsquaz to Goya (0171-839 
3321). . National Portrait Gettery: 
The Road Irom 1946 (0171-306 0055) 

I Academy: OcBon Redon (0171- 




17438)... Tale: WUam de Kooning 
(0171-8878000). . V A A. W&nmorto: 
Women, Photography and the Art ol 
Mw. final week (0171-938 8500)... 

t: KM Smith (0171-322 


B AIN'T MISBEHAVIN' The ha Fas 
WaBer musfcat show comes rto the 
West End. packed w*h tuneful numbers 
and dancing energy. 

Lyric, Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 (0171- 
494 5045). Mon-Sat. 8pm. mats Thun. 
3pm and Sat 5pm 


THEATRE GUIDE 


P BROKEN GLASS: Arthur bOer's 
masterly drama, (tatting he nfetong 
concern wrtti personal resportciitfcly. 
Dawd Thacker's production, w<h Henry 
Goodman aid Margot Leicester superb 
ss the centra) Jewish couple 
Duka of York's, Si Mann's Lane, WC2 

(0171-836 5122). Mcn-Sat. 7 45pm: 

rnrisWedandSaL3pm.fi 

□ CONVERSATIONS WITH MY 
PATHS Judd Wreck re-oeates his 
Tony AwanJ-wssmg performance in 
Kart: Gardner's play, covering 40 years 
ol Jewish experience ei New York 
When aO*G told, rs tarty ittn stuff 
Old Vic. Waterloo Road, SEi (0171- 
928 7818). Mon-Sat 7.45pm. mats Wed 
ririSaL230pm.fi 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 

ol theatre showing in London 
■ House fuH. returns only 
D Some seats ovsHMo 
□ Seats at afl prices 


Orange Tree, Ctorenoa StreeL 
Richmond (0191-9403833) ToraghtSat, 
7.45pm. mate today, 250pm and SaL 
aak.fi 


4pm Final weak. ( 


Apollo. Shaftesbury Avenue, Wt 
(0171-434 5070). Mcri-Sri, 8pm; mats 
Thus. 3pm and SaL 5pm 


□ THE STRIP: Rtyfes Nagy's new play 
loBows suncky oddbafls convarotrig an 
Laa Vegas. Don't sxped grata Inaar 
progrewon; anjoy 4 os a poat- 
modar w t mosaic. Steven Pm4ca 
dire as Cheryl Csmpbel, Mchotas Farrell 
and Nicholas le PravoaL 
Royal Court, Stows Square, SWT 
(0171-730 1745). Mon-SaL 7.30pm; met 
SaL 350pm Until Apr 7. 


D INDIAN INK: Feicrty Kendal, Art 
Matte arri Margaret Tyzackn Tom 
Stoppard's latest, wfluy. polgnantiy, 
eretoring aspects of Angto-Man 
resentments and respaci Pater Wood 


AJdwych. Aidwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6003). Mon-SeL 750pm mats Wed and 
Sx^im 


□ STU FFED S HUT IS A 
MARIONETTES- IngeniouBty staged 
gxptoration by Pubfc Para of Eton 
Taman's Hta as Ihe mistrass of Onrias 
Dickens, though the emphasis on 
Vjoorian prosnitton feale ovardone: 
Warahousa, Dtngral Rood, East 
Croydon (0181-680 4060). Tontght-SoL 
8pm: Sun. 5pm. Rnal wBBk. 


■ DEALBTS CHOICE: Patrick 
Martw's fascinating poker drama. 
Fiomy ane-ltoers abound, along wdh 
perceptions of the roots ol gambling. 
National (Coaestoe), South Bank. SEl 
(0171-928 2252) Tantf*-SaL 750pm; 

mat Sd, 250pm B 

□ DESWN FOR LIVING: Rachel 
Weaz, Rupert Oaves and Marcus 
D'Amico n Coward's managed treas 
comedy. Sean Madras's nrard-mnner. 
with even more sexual rough end 
tumble Ban at the Donma. 
qialgud.ShallaBtMy Avenue; Wi 
(0171-4845085) Mon-Sat. 8pm; mats 
Thus, 3pm and SaL 4pm.fi 


□ KILLER JOE. Utterly absorbing 
shock-drama by Tracy Letts whore a 
trash-traier lentiy vutLBly ennhlares 
tee* by employing a hd-man lo WUharr 
unwsSed Mom. WHaon Mam dkects 
Die orignal Chicago production. 
VWadeeMe, Strand, WC2 (0171-836 
9987) Mon-Sat. Bpm 


LONG RUNNERS 


□ THE UYE BED SHOW: Artftu 
SmUYs revsad version at Ns 1988 
EdHbugh Festival comedy; Carohne 
Quanun and Paul Merton pty a coupla 
an th@r journey towards sharing a bed 
Garrick. Cherrg Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-494 5085) Mon-Thure, Bpm Frl 
and SaL 650pm oxJ fi 45pm. 


□ IN PRAISE OF LOVE Peter Bowles 
and Lisa Harrow In RWbgon drama 
■pout bi al y ledng daaih. Wwes an g 
and finally touching as a shows the 
etiacts, d and good, ol emotional 
restrant 


■ PORTRAIT OF A WOMAN: MdM 
Vmaver’3 nuder-trial (kama where 
figures (rom the past ollheaccused 
(LucyTragoari try to IK har crime Ho 
soma re-assumg system of cause and 
effect. Sam wattera drees an excetetr 


□ Areadto: Hayrnartat (0171 -930 
8800) ..□ Buddy: Victoria Pslace 
(0171-8341377)... □ Copac ab an a : 
Prince ol Wales (0171-838 5972)... 

□ Crazy tor You: Pr&ica Etirard 
(Q171-734 8851] ...B Grease: 
□orrirvan(0171-4166060) ...BLee 
MWnUa: Ptfsce (0171^34 
(BOB)... B Mbs SMgaa: Theatre 
Royal (0171-494 5400)... S3 My ragM 
WRh Reg: Chterion P71-838 4488) 

■ Ollvari: PaUadum (0171-494 502(B. 
B A Pna a ion e te Women Comedy 
(0171589 1731}... B She Lovee Mr 
Savoy (0171-8388888)... 

B sartight Express: Apofc Victoria 
( 01 71-82B 8665)... B Sweat 
Boulevard: Adelphi (0171-344 
0055). -. ■ Three TaH Women: 
Wynctrama (0171 -388 1736)... ETtae 
Woman In Btock Fortune (8362238) 
Tlchst Womtattan supptod by Sbdaty 
of London Theasa. 


NEW RELEASES 


♦ DISCLOSURE (18). Michael 
Douglas says no » Dem Moore. 
Superficially enjoyable version of 
Mtchael Cnchion's sexual harassmeni 
novel. Drector. Barry Lewison. 
Barbican fi (0171-638 8891) MOKr 
Fulham Road 10171-3702636) 
Trocaderefi (0171-43400311 Notitog 
iai Coronet © ffll71-727 6705) Odeon 
MorMe Arch (01426 914501r 
Scraon/Bekar Sbeet Ol71-935 2772] 
UCt WbRaieys fi (0171-792 33321 
Warner fi (0171-43743431 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown’s aseanment of 
Mma fai London and (when 
Indfcsted with the symbol ♦) 
on releeee across the country 


BedlleQ (0171-792 2020) MGMK 
Pultam Rood (0171-3703638) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171-638 
6148) Odeons Swiss Cottage (01426 
014098) Wert Bid (01426915574) 

UCt WMalays fi (0171-792 3332) 


I LOVE A MAN IN UNIFORM (IB) 
Cop show actor loses gnp on reaHy. 
Strikoig Canatfiar Nm from dtectar 
David WeimgiQn. wdh Tom McCamus 
MOM (071-4370757) 


* WAGONS EAST! (PG): Feeble 
comedy set n (he old West orfly notable 
as John Candy's last film 
MGM Trocaderefi (0171-434 0031) 
Wamarfi (0171-437 4343) 


CURRENT 


MRS. PARKER AND THE VICIOUS 
CIRCLE (15): Man Rudolph's 
melancholy and witty portrait of Dorothy 
Parker and her era. Compebig 
performances from Jsnrafer Jason 
Leigh and a waB-chosan ca3L 
Cbelsea (0171-351 3742) Cureon 
Mayfair (0171 -3881720) Renoir (0171- 
837 8402] Richmond (0187-3320030) 
Warner fi (0171-437 4343 ] 


HEAVENLY CREATURES (18): 
Strange, total fnends t xpot two New 
Zealand leenagere. CorrpeRng, 
■ma^iUtvB. true-ite drama from cfirector 
Peter Jackson 

Ctapham Pfctore House (p171 -498 
3323) Lundare (0171-8360691) MGM 
FuBam Road fi (0171-3702836) 
Phoenix (0781 -883 2233) Renoir (0171- 
8378402} 


« QUIZ SHOW (15): DrecUr Robert 
RacBcrt rasunects a TV scandal otthe 
lata 1350s. Fha poriormances (John 
Turturo. Ralph Romes. Pad ScoKoW), 
but not enough UtB. or relevance. 
Barbican fi (0171-638 8881) Gate fi 
(0171-727 4043) MGM Ctwbse (0171- 
352 5098) Odeane: Haymaricet 
(01426 915353) Kenafa^ton (01426 
914866) Swtas CMtaae (01428 
914098) ScraenMU fi (Of 71-4® 3366) 
UCI WhMaya B (0171-792 3332) 
Wamarfi (0171-487 4343) 


♦ NELL (12). Doctor Dam Neeson 
natures backwoods wm ctdd Jodto 
Foster. Wefl eded, wefl meara. but 
glutmaua. Doector, Mshael Aptad. 
MQMK BMrer Street (0171-9K 9772) 
Ch a f e ee (0171-352 5096) Tottenham 
Court Road (0171-638 6148) Odeons: 
Kanaliigton (01428914668) Swiss 
Cottage pi 426 97«096) Weal End 

(01428 918574) ua WMaleye B 

(0171-7{123332) 


SJF.W. (18): Thin, raucous asm on 
America's teush tor cetobrtUes. Jafaxy 
Lavy dracta Sophen Dorll and Reere 
WCierepooa 

IUM PtecadSy (071-437 3561) 


♦ NATURAL BORN KILLERS (18). 
warped tovers embark on a shooting 
rampage, mth the media n pursuL 
Waansome excess tram tfcectorOfcvar 
Sane 

Cl^iham Ptdure House 10171-498 
3323) MOM C h a ia o a (0771-3525096) 
Hayomket (9171-8381527) Odeons: 
Kensingtonjpi426 91466Q 
Mezsanlna© (01428 916683) Swte* 
Cottage (01426 914088} WastBtd 
(01420 915574) ScraeiVBaker Sheet 
(0171-935 2772) Ua WldMeya fi (792 
3332) Warner fi (0171-4374343) 

♦ ONLYYOU (PG): Comedy, rommee 
and Itaian travelogue with Marina Tame 
andnabanDownayJr Direcsx. 

Norman Jewison. 

OdeonMaamlmB (Q1426 915683) 


♦ THE RT7ER WILD (12): Criminals 
mpert a Eamiy ot thar wtote water 
rating holiday. Ervoyaoie action thrtler. 
win Mwyf Streep and Karin Bacon. 
Clwdtam Picture HeawfDITI-488 
3323) Empire fi (0800 888911) r “ 
FUtinm Road fi{D171-370 2036) 
TYocadaro £1(0171-434 0031} Ufl 
WMMeysfi (0171-792 333^ 


♦ SHALLOW GRAVE (18): Wckady 
enjoy^Jte comedy-ffirOer abora three 
Edrtxxgh ctxxns and a corpse loaded 
with money. Domy Boyle drects. 
MOT Mi Hoed (0171-870 
2836) HaymaiM (0171-8391527) 
ShafteafauyArcmie (0171-838 8Z7Q) 
Wamarfi pi71-437 4843} 


♦ THE SHAWSHANK 
REDHtiFTlON: How to survive long 
decades In prison: engrossing drama 
mth Tim Robbins and Morgan Freeman. 
MGM CmiBea (0171-3S25080) 
Odeons: Kensington (01426 914686) 
Leicester Square (01426 915683) 
Swtoa Callage (01426 91409Q) UCI 
)(0171-798 3332) 


IHE SOBICeS OF THE PALACE: 
ftimrfU partrtot at a senani girfs He In 
ihe Tiriston royal pstoce. A notable 
debut by discior MouSda TfatiL 
ICA6 <0171-930 3647) 


♦ Prer-A-PORTER(16):Surprish(ftr 
leeble satke an the fatfrixt world from 
Robert Afarnan. With Wm Basinger. 
Sophia Loren. MarceSo Mastroomr. 
Stephen Rea end many oihara. 


♦ STARQATE (PG): Galactic 
adventuree of Kurt Russel and James 
Spader. Preposterous, darimtlvB but 
fin; Roland Emmerich directs, 

MGM Trocedero Bra 171-434 0031) 
Odeon Mezzanine fi (91428 916683) 


THEATRE: Shaiman Macdonald’s new play comes to London; a gay drama from Ameri^ - : -j 


Paired off 


for a night 
of big chills 


EVEN the set seems to be 
Dying to make us shiver. On 
one side is the buff-coloured 
stairwell of a gaunt, gloomy 
house,- and on the other a 
black promenade disappears 
in a thin, yellowy sky while 
below it bits of grey stone 
taper into a misty, silvery sea. 
Robin Don is credited with the 
design and Peter Mumford 
with the lighting; but this 
Scots resort might have been 
painted by Turner or com¬ 
posed by Sibelius or both. Add 
two women in black, waiting 
for a bus that comes with 
roughly the frequency of 
Godot, and we have a suitably 
desolate mise-ensaine for a 
play which, while not lacking 
in life, is much preoccupied 
with death. 

Both Sharman Macdon¬ 
ald’s writing and Alan 
Rickman's direction won pret¬ 
ty universal applause when 
The Winter Guest was first 
staged in Leals in January; 
and 1 am not going to add a 
discordant note how that ithas 
transferred to Islington. Be 
warned, though, that in some 
ways the play has more in 
common with a Nordic tone- 
poem or a pre-impressionist 
painting than with drama as it 
is usually defined. Four sepa¬ 
rate pairs of characters drift 
on and off, each preoccupied 
with its own concerns and 
only occasionally making as 
much as eye-contact with any¬ 
one outside its orbit Instead of 
a plot or story, that means we 
get short suggestive episodes, 
charged moments, and lots of 
tragi-comic atmosphere. 

The ladles in blade (Sheila 
Reid and Sandra Voe) spend 
their days going to fbnerals 
and. by way of giving thanks 
that nobody has yet shoved 
them underground, gorging 
on cream cakes afterwards. 
Below them, an awkward 
teenager (Christian Zanone) 


The Winter Guest 
Almeida 


allows himself to be picked up 
by a footloose girl (Arlene 
Cockbum), then takes her 
home for a bath and, he hopes, 
a grope. This is the least fully 
explored of the pairings, how¬ 
ever, and is certainly less 
absorbing than those compris¬ 
ing two younger bays and an 
elderly mother and her recent¬ 
ly widowed daughter. 

As she showed in her When 
/ Was a Girl I Used to Scream 
and Shout, Macdonald takes 
a special interest both in 
young people discovering 
their sexuality and in the 
tensions between women of 
different generations. Hence 
John Wark’s Tom and Antho¬ 
ny O'Donnell’s Sam, truants 
from school camouflaging 
their anxieties about the future 
in four-letter bravado and, in 
Tom’s case, smothering the 
genitals with some awful, 
searing ointment in hopes of 
making them mature faster. 
Hence Phyllida Law's Elspeth 
and Sian Thomas’s Frances, 
severed by the bonds of family 
as only a mother and a 
daughter can be. 

If a play of four quarters can 
be said to have a centre, this is 
it Helped fay a performance of 
quiei despair from an excellent 
Thomas and one of garrulous, 
slovenly desperation from the 
superb Law. Macdonald is 
aNe to think and feel her way 
into both women's heads. You 
can see why the confused and 
contradictory mix of blame, 
demands, offhandedness, dis¬ 
appointment. rudeness and 
love that Elspeth directs at 
Frances drives Frances half- 
mad. You can also sense die 
loneliness and die fear of 
death behind it 

The play's title emphasises 



Phyllida Law and Sian Thomas: mother and daughter in Macdonald's Winter Guest- 


what these human snippets 
have in common. Unlike Mo¬ 
zart's stone variety, Macdon¬ 
ald's winter guest makes no 
appearance, but his chilling 
hand extends from the lady in 
black who has heard one Scots 
funeral sermon too many Tare 
we maggots in the slime, is 
that all 'we are?”) to a boy 
slithering our too far on the 
offshore ice. This is a funny, 
touching, rather beautiful 
play: in the most literal sense, 
a haunting piece of writing. 


Benedict 

Nightingale 


An outing of buddies 


THIS American drama is like 
a blockbuster buddy movie, 
only it is in the theatre, simply 
set against battleship grey. 

Lieutenants Lynch, Ste*' 
phenson, Blackwood and 
Trumbo are high-flying fight¬ 
er pilots in the US Navy: the 
ones with the supercool uni¬ 
forms and nine Gs of thrust 
They are a team, just like 
Special Agents Cokely and 
Jones, file white and black 
detective duo who are investi- 
a case of intruders in 
Navy's midst The lieuten¬ 
ants talk the lingo, spar in the 
locker room, have pretty 
women, down beers and do 
rowdy cancans. In a critical 
survival situation, they exe¬ 
cute textbook ejections and, of 
course, stand by each other. 

Only some of these guys are 
gay. These are the men Cokely 
is trying to catch. Burning 
Blue, by former Naval pilot 
D. M. W. Greer—a vety good 
debut—explores homosexual- 


Barnfng Blue 

King’s Head, N1 


ins 


fry in .the armed forces. Greer 
exposes bigotry within the 
institution, down to the 
homophobia of best friends, 
that one would like to think 
was unbelievable, but is ap¬ 
parently based on a real case. 

This play is particularly 
interesting in its focus on the 
uncertain territory between 
hetero and homosexuality 
(Lynch is married) and in the 
surprises it pulls concerning 
who turns cold shoulders or 
shows sympathy when Lynch 
finally comes out. It is a 
strongly structured piece, with 
character twists and authentic 
dialogue. That said. Greer’s 
chaps cannot always resist 
speechmaldng, as issue-con¬ 
scious protagonists or block¬ 
buster heroes. It can also get 
soppy. I know Greer is expos¬ 


ing the self-oppression of the 
stiff-upper-lip brigade, but did 
everyone at the show-down 
have lo be having a good cry? 

I am not sure Burning Blue 
is not a doset film-script, but 
this workshop staging, with 
formation flying on four 
wooden chairs, is highly suc¬ 
cessful. John T. Hickok directs 
his outstanding cast with 
strong darirv and terrific 
Method detailing, from the 
acutely observed machismo of 
louder-ihan-normal speech to 
the running sweat of post- 
work-out conversations. Beau¬ 
tiful performances from 
almost everyone, particularly 
Martin McDougall as Trum¬ 
bo, squally butch then bril¬ 
liantly sardonic and protec¬ 
tive. and Robert Dirske as the 
sexy, tender and stressed 
Blackwood — though maybe I 
could have seen his perfect 
torso one less time. 


Kate Bassett 


JAZZ 


In full swing 


THE jazz world prides itself 
on its hospitality to all 
varieties of artistic self- 
expression, so the deep- 
rooted ambivalence dis¬ 
cernible in initial critical 
reaction to the American 
tenor player Scott Hamilton 
was disturbing. He came to 
prominence m the mid- 
1970s, a particularly low 
point in jazz history, when 
the music was struggling to 
maintain its identity in the 
face of alkonqiping rock 
and was riven with internal 
arguments over the respec¬ 
tive merits of. say. free form 
and fusion. 1 Hamilton saw 
the intrinsic worth of his 
playing passed over in' fa- 
vour of point-scoring in a 
factional war. 

For many, the spectade of 
a man in his early twenties 
playing in a style made 
popular by Ben Webster, 
Coleman Hawkins and Illi¬ 
nois Jacquet was simply 
irresistible; Hamilton be¬ 
came the unwitting recepta- 
de of all the hopes and 
ambitions of the many ad¬ 
herents of mainstream jazz. 
This was despite his fre¬ 
quent assertions — borne 
out by his playing — that he 
was as heavily influenced 
by the harmonic language 
of bebop pioneer Charlie 
Parker as by the tone and 
overall approach of the 
great swing masters. 

Now that some of the 


Scott Hamilton 
Pizza Express, 
Dean Street, W1 


smoke has deared and all ' 
styles are more readily ac¬ 
commodated within a 
broad church ap p r o priate 
to the 1990s, Hamilton's 
music can be more readily 
appreciated solely in terms 
of his own aspirations: “I 
just want to play swinging 
jazz on some nice tunes and 
express myself." Conskt 
ered on this basis alone, this 
performance — one- of.-®' 
short season of Pizza Ex¬ 
press gigs conducting' on 
Monday — was a resound¬ 
ing success. 

Backed by longue Brit¬ 
ish associates, pianist Brian 
Lemon and bassist Dave- 
Green, and with drummer 
Martin Drew deputising for 
Allan Ganley, Hamilton set 
a standard of relaxed but 
insistent swing, and demon¬ 
strated his unrivalled abili¬ 
ty to infuse the familiar with 
a vigour all the more effect¬ 
ive for the elegance and 
mature sophistication of the 
style in which it is delivered. 

He may not be at the. 
cutting edge of jazz, but 
Hamilton's music is no less 
incisive for that. 


Chris Parker 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


AMT D AI .1 .Earns 


W H PATIBBON 19 ARnrbUi 
wi. Ex n wnoN - he new 

ENOU8H ART CLUB vr9 25* 
Marti UcnfH 933 to 83R 
Sal AM. TM0171 829 <119. 


CINEMAS 


CURZON RI0ENX RtoawSLOff 
Chorina Qo* Rtt 0171-369 1721 
(no t*B feo) LA IBE MARC“ 


CABARET 


THE GREEN 
ROOM 


«tfaa Cldh Royal lOMkBfa 
FMriar Qtott nd NMadab 


HELEN SHAPIRO 


14 March -1 April 1995 
RESIDENT HAND. 
BAR AND DANONO 
UNTO. 3AM 

Mm - Su Dfamcr foot Tpm, 

Qhamtapmoc 9L13pm 
DhaarAtfafamitf8, 
Cctxnn oaty £20 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLBaW 0171832 8300 (Mm) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPeiA 
Toni 730 (LAST PERR 
THE CUWMia UTTLE VOn 
Tower 7.00 PON OPVAW 


ROYAL OKU HOUSE 30*4000 
tor So 09 & Standby tafa 
Detail oral on *»dBy 
Tire Royal Opoca 
Sol am SALOME 
ifaenqwiBaM 
Terror, Tito 7-3Q GISELLE 
Wnd 730 SWAN LAKE 


THEATRES 


ADELPH 

"ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
MAS1ERHECE" Wafi St Journal 


SUNSET BOULEVARD 

Starting 

BETTY BUCKLEY 
and JOHN BARROWMAN 
WHR CTOT CARD BOOKNSS 
CALL0171 3440Q65(t*fl fas) 
GRP 8 00KMG418 3302 (Mg ha) 
NO BD0KMG IS FOR 
PERSONAL CALLERS AT HE 
ADELPM B0K OfflCE 
Racottod tafemadkn 0171379 8884 
MoivSat 745 IMa Thu&Sat 300 
M-BartPauntdoM not appear Mon 


ALBERT WC2 B0 01713EB1739 
CC0171344 4444 (no t*g fee) 

RDC SIMON 

MAYALL WARD 

Us MfeM^vw a Man! 
p arfe naaicB *&Tal 
h *SMON GRAY’* u*ty,touching 
and flnaugNy hunarn mr puy 


CELLMATES 
EwaBpra fatota Wad Sit 5pm 

LAsrawma 


AIDWYCH cc01714160003 
0171497 9377 (to Ibb) 
E«p 730. Mali Wad & Sat 10 

mcmr kenml 

MARGARETTYZACX 
AARTMALKh 


INDIAN INK 

TOM STOPPARDS TRMM 
-ABEAlirrULAWFUNNY 
HRGMLLOF APLAY70 
UUMUIE HE WEST EMT 
Today, greeted W PETER WOOD 


APOUX) VKTMA oeOffl 4W 
6043cc24firs01713444444Of7H0? 
9077 Gpa 0171418 607^4133321 

AadMlLqriWattaa'a 
Unr piwtafioti of 
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M aster of the spiritual realm 


Ric hard Morrison introduces four 
outstandi ng recordings from this 

month’s CD Direct choice: the great 
Italian maestro, Carfn Maria Giulini 


I f ever a musical cliche 
needed demolishing it is 
the phrase that links the 
words “Italian" and 
“temperamental”. For every 
great Italian musician with a 
reputation for being fiery and 
volatile — and most music- 
lovers will think immediately 
of Toscanini — there must be a 
dozen who are courteous, san¬ 
guine and unflappable, 
□audio Abbado is polite to the 
point _ of self-effacement; 
Maurizio PoUini is practicalh' 
monosyllabic with all except 
dose friends. Some Italian 
singers can be difficult but no 
more so than prima donnas 
the world over. 

But the musician who is 
most clearly a walking refuta¬ 
tion of the Italian stereotype is 
the conductor Carlo Maria 
Giulini, whose six decades of 
superlative music-making we 
celebrate in CD Direct 40 
years after his British debut 
Giuiini’S magisterial reput¬ 
ation is not built on fair or 
stridency but on reverence: his 
own reverence for the music of 
themasters, and the reverence 
of instrumentalists and sing¬ 
ers in the face of Giulini’s 
manifest visionary and spiri¬ 
tual qualities. 

“We have to deal with 
genius and we are small men," 
he once said. “We must under¬ 
stand what is behind the 
notes." Nobody ever came out 
of a Giulini performance, or 
even one of his rehearsals, 
feeling that they had experi¬ 
enced something flashy or 
superficial. On the contrary: 
every Giulini concert has a • 
religious dimension that is 
positively startling if you are 
not prepared for it 
Sometimes Giulini. who 
hates anything routine, will 
suspend his conducting sched¬ 
ule for weeks, even months, in 
order to meditate, read and 
study. When he returns to the 
podium it seems as if the 
meditation is still in progress. 
Sometimes that can misfire. I 
remember being very irked a 
few years ago by a Giulini 
performance of Bach's Mass 
in B Minor that seemed to go 
on for hours longer than 
normal, and in fact did. But 
more often than not audiences 
emerge from his meticulously 
rehearsed concerts in a state of 
epiphany : not until then had 
they realised that music con¬ 
tained such profound emo¬ 
tions. It is this trait that places 
Giulini in the same league as 
Furtwangler and Klemperer. 

Giulini prepared for his 
vocation by sitting, literally, at 
the feet of giants. Trained as a 
violinist he played through 
much of the 1930s with the 
Santa Cecilia Orchestra in 
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Rome under some of the 
greatest conductors of the day 
— notably Strauss, Furtwang¬ 
ler and Walter. As with many 
other young musicians, the 
war inexorably altered the 
course of his life. Strongly 
anti-Fasdst in his beliefa, he 
went into hiding, emerging in 
1944 to conduct the first con¬ 
cert in liberated Rome. 

Thereafter, his rise was 
swift Put in charge of the 
Rome and Milan radio orches¬ 
tras, he could develop his 
operatic interpretations in ide¬ 
al conditions — away from the 
squabbles and compromises 
of an actual opera house. He 
became a dose friend of Tosca¬ 
nini, though you might never 
guess it from his interpreta¬ 
tions, and succeeded Victor de 
Sabata as principal conductor 
of La Scala in 1954. 

The British discovered him 
the following year when he 
came to the Edinburgh Festi¬ 
val and conducted a perfor¬ 
mance of Verdi’s Falstqff so 
brimming with humanity that 
it remained scorched in the 
memory of all who heard it 
From then on, musical Britain 
became besotted with Giulini. 
and he rewarded us with two 
of his greatest achievements: 
the Visconti Don Carlos at 
Covent Garden in 1958. and 
the unsurpassable Verdi Re¬ 
quiem which he performed 
and then recorded with Walter 
Legge’s Phflhaimonia Orches¬ 
tra and Chorus in 1962 

S ince 1969 he has con¬ 
ducted no opera in the 
opera house, a renun¬ 
ciation entirely in 
keeping with his character. 
Socialising, administration or 
playing politics hold no allures 
for him: he exists purely to 
conduct and to conduct pure¬ 
ly. Elegant suave and graceful 
as a man, he brings those 
same refined qualities to his 
music-making. But they are 
harnessed to a brilliant control 
of orchestral timbres and an 
ability, where necessary, to 
conjure the most colossal pow¬ 
er from his performers. 

You can hear that most 
noticeably on the remarkable 
Rigoletto recording that we 
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Please send me the CDs indicated: 

□ TD3951 Bruckner (2CDs) E17.99 

□ T03952 Faur£ £12.99 

□ T03953 Rossini E12.99 

□ T03954 Rigoletto (2CDs) £25.99 

lPrices include postage, package and VAT) 

□ T03955 I do not require the free CD of Beethoven and 
Schumann 

Total amount payable for CDs E —. 
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I enclose my cheque made payable to CD Direct 
. i . Chequenumber.. 
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Carlo Maria Giulini on the podium: “We have to deal with genius and we are small men. We must understand what is behind the notes” 


have chosen. Giulini brings 
more nobility and tragic stat¬ 
ure to this opera — and 
particularly to its cursed 
hunchback anti-hero — than 
any conductor 1 have ever 
heard. He treats it, in other 
words, as great drama, not as 
a lurid set of tableaux. 

In recent years, Giulini’s 
interpretations have carried a 
tangible sense of sorrow, of 
terrible loss. There are person¬ 
al reasons for this, as you 
might expea in an eighiy-year- 
old man. That permeates the 
recording of the Faure Requi¬ 
em that we have chosen. Other 
performances may be more 
“authentic” — bur Giulini's 
astonishingly slow and highly- 
charged version-is utterly un¬ 
forgettable. It treais the fact of 
death not as some sort of 
literary conceit or theatrical 
denouement, but as a numb¬ 
ing and ruinous reality. 

Yet this same Giulini can 
conjure up, in Bruckners 
Eighth Symphony, as affirma¬ 
tive and joyous a set of 
orchestral sounds as was ever 
put onto disc Thar is the 
stature of the man: that you 
talk of his performances not in 
terms of nuances and nudges, 
but as matters of life and 
death. 


GREAT GIULINI RECORDINGS AT SPECIALLY REDUCED PRICES 


• TO PURCHASE any of 
these top-price Deutsche 
Grammopbon CDs of Carlo 
Maria Giulini’s perfor¬ 
mances at specially reduced 
Times prices {£17.99 for the 
2CD Bruckner set. £1299 
each for the Faur£ and Rossi¬ 
ni £25.99 for the 2CD set of 
Verdi's Rigoletto), simply 
complete the coupon below. 
You can also get an extra 
Graffiti CD absolutely free 
when yon order two or more 
of die recommended items, 
or the 2CD set of Rigoletto. 


r. Symphony 
Phil harm 


. No 8.' 
harmonic / 


Bruckner. 

Vienna 
Giulini 

T0395I ^ 

All Bruckner symphonies-arr- 
massive in size and magnifi¬ 
cent in sonority. Many consid¬ 
er the Eighth to be the greatest 
of them all. It is also one of his 
most accessible pieces, lull of 
splendid dimaxes and majes¬ 
tic tunes. The deeply religious 
Bruckner spent much of his 
life as an organist, and his 
musk is not only utterly 
Romantic in style, but also 
evocative of lofty cathedrals 
and mighty organs. 


Faure. Requiem. Kathleen 
Battle, Andres Schmidt. 
Philharmonia Orch and 
Chorus/ Giulini. 

TD3952 

Compared with the apocalyp¬ 
tic Requiems of Verdi and 
Berlioz, Fauna's Requiem is a 
beautifully understated, 
tender and delicate work, but 
no less moving. Fault was. 
like Bruckner, another late 
achiever he was aver 50 when 
he finally became professor of 
composition at the Paris Con¬ 
servatoire, and his Requiem 
was written nine years later. 
Its most famous movement is 
perhaps the soprano solo. Pie 
Jesu. radiantly sung, here by 
Kathleen Battle. •; 

. . . . 
Rossini Stabat Mater. Karin 
Ricdarelli, Lucia Valentini 
Terrani, Dalmado Gonzales. 
Ruggero Raimondi. Philhar¬ 
monia Orch and Chorus/ 
Giulini. 

T03953 

Today, Rossini is best known 
for sparkling and winy operas 
such as The Barber of Seville 
or Count Ory. It is impossible 
to imagine the creator of such 
scintillating times suddenly 


switching off his melodic exu¬ 
berance when he came to write 
sacred music — even sacred 
music with a text as solemn as 
that of the Stabat Mater. And 
Rossini does indeed provide 
full measure of rumbustious 
solos, rip-roaring tunes and 
oom-pah accompaniments 
even here. But the work is also 
charged with emotion. 

Verdi Rigoletto. Piero Cap- 
pucdlli, Ueana Cotrubus, 
Pladdo Domingo, Vienna 
Philharmonic/ Giulini 
TQ3954 

When Jonathan Miller turned 
Rigoletto into a “Mafia" story' 
for English National Opera, 
he was only making explicit 
what everybody instinctively 
knew: that Verdi's story' of the 
cursed hunchback, the licen¬ 
tious duke and the beautiful 
innocent is as steamy and 
violent a plot as anything 
dreamt up by Francis Ford 
Coppola or Martin Scorsese. 
Bur it also needs terrific sing¬ 
ers that can do justice to such 
celebrated arias as La donna e 
mobile. On this recording the 
combination of Cappuccilli. 
Cotrubus and Domingo — 


backed up by such distin¬ 
guished voices as Elena 
Obratsova, Nicolai Ghiaurov. 
Kurt Moll and Hanna 
Schwarz—is unbeatable. 

• SEND your completed 
coupon with remittance to: 
The Times CD Direct 
Freepost (NW6085), PO Box 
3317, London NW1 9RG. Or 
phone (Mon-Fri) 0171-485 
4600, or fax 0171-267 6800. 

• CHOOSE two or more 
hems (or the 2CD set of 
Verdi’s Rigoletto) and you 
will receive a free disc of 
Giulini conducting the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic in 
performances of Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony and Schu¬ 
mann's Third Symphony. If 
you do not require this free 
disc, remember to tick the 
appropriate box. 
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Great 

love-in 

Barry White 
Wembley Arena 


“ LOVE." as Barry White never 
tires of saying, “is a beautiful 
thing, baby." He loves his 
band. He loves the whole of 
London, England he tells us. 
“You were my first friend 
across the great sea." 

White has built a 25-year 
career on love songs and his 
colossal figure bestrides the 
sultry end of the soul spec¬ 
trum. And if music be the food 
of love, then White has partak¬ 
en sumptuously at Aphrodite’s 
table, nicked her favourite 
recipes and turned them into 
songs such as You're My 
First, My Last, My Everything. 
Can't Get Enough Of Your 
Love. Babe and, most recently, 
an album entitled The Icon Is 
Love. 

Turning Lhe cavernous Are¬ 
na into a boudoir is not the 
easiest of tasks. The presence 
of the 18-strong Love Unlimit¬ 
ed Orchestra and the ten- 
strong band, not to mention 
12,000 starry-eyed women, 
here to welcome the walrus of 
soul back to Britain, might 
make lesser men feel some¬ 
what public. Not so White, 
whose stately progress across 
the stage provoked tidal- 
waves of screams and flowers 
from his audience. 

On record. White's two most 
recent singles. Practice What 
You Preach and I Only Want 
To Be With You, have benefit¬ 
ed from a production style that 
favours snappy syncopation, 
in concert however. White 
relies on what works best: 
streaming strings, a well- 
earthed rhythm section and 
plenty of room for monologues 
on his favourite subject. 

New material assumes the 
same, resolutely 1970s form of 
White’s most fertile period. 
This is no bad thine, consider¬ 
ing that the singer has become 
synonymous with dim-light 
mood music. The bass, liquid- 
chocolate voice alternated be¬ 
tween rumbles and mumbles. 
White patted his forehead 
with a silk hankie after the 
more impassioned passages. 

Only at the end. as White 
was coaxed into a blade cloak, 
did the image of the great 
lover converge with the stage¬ 
craft of James Brown. Bui the 
moment was brief, perhaps 
because the internal combus¬ 
tion engine of the latter's Ser 
Machine had' no' p’ace ir, 
White's aural foreplay. 

Louise Gray 


RADIO: Nick Ross’s phone-in programme maintains Radio 4’s unrivalled status 



l HAVE always resisted hav¬ 
ing anything good to say 
about Nick Ross, or “Auntie’s 
favourite nephew" as I believe 
he is known, on the grounds 
that so many people have 
written so many nice things 
about him thar 1 would be 
better advised to stay silent 

There is also the fact that 
Ross co-presents Crimewatch 
UK, the hideous programme 
that has single-handedly con¬ 
vinced the British people that 
it is no longer safe to venture 
out after dark or open their 
from doors to anyone except a 
blood relative wearing a Sal¬ 
vation Army hat. 

Unfortunately, Crimewatch 
LfK is a television programme 
and this is a radio column, 
which means the breaking of 
my Rossian silence must con¬ 
fine itself to Call Nick Ross 
(Tuesdays. Radio 4). 

This week’s edition had a 
particular relevance because 
at the weekend I listened to 
Feedback, when the presenter. 
Chris Dunkley. interviewed 
Michael Green, the controller 
of Radio 4. Green is an 
immensely likeable fellow 
who is genuinely pained to 
discover that some listeners 
think he is up to no good. 

Green denies raking Radio 4 
downmarket in an attempt to 
popularise it, though he ac¬ 
cepts that there has been some 
“broadening” of the schedules 
in the past year or two. 

Whether or not this has 
happened, it has not made a 


Talk of the nation 


jot of difference to the size of 
die Radio 4 audience and I 
doubt that the audience profile 
has altered either, remaining 
resolutely middle-class and. 
middle-aged (most of the audi¬ 
ence is over 50). 

1 can vouch that the older 
you get tite more attractive 
Radio 4 becomes and I am 
worryingly prone to fret when 
one of the Belgravia Cockneys 
nurtured by the dear departed 
Janet Street-Porter turns up on 
the network. Get him off, I 
splutter into the Earl Grey. 

Although most of the mail to 
Feedback is postmarked Mid¬ 
dle England, this does not 
invalidate it. Nor is the fact 
that callers to Nick Ross of a 
Tuesday tend to sound mid¬ 
dle-class and articulate a rea¬ 
son to deride the network as 
“toffee-nosed", to use the term 
applied to Radio 4 by a 
publicist for Talk Radio UK. 

Indeed, Tuesdays phone-in, 
about the little girl denied 
leukaemia treatment by the 
NHS, was the veiy model of a 
civilised debate among sad¬ 
dened. civilised people. 

At last here was a pro¬ 
gramme that using only its 
own listeners (and the chief 
executive of the NHS). man¬ 
aged to generate more light 
than heat on this most emo¬ 
tional subject By the end. it 
was very clear that ordinary 


thinking people understand 
the dilemmas facing the NHS. 

Ji was also clear thar these 
very people are the ones who 
make Radio 4 what it is. They 
probably write to Feedback, 


too. On the air and off it, they 
are really saying that Radio 4 
is an elite network, with a 
brand image advertisers 
would kill for and a status 
unrivalled in radio broadcast¬ 
ing anywhere on the planet, 
Aral they are right 

Peter Barnard 
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RADIO 3. EVEN MORE INVITING IN MARCH. 
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F ar from coveting elected 
office, Lord McAlpine re- 
gards most politicians with 
contempt He is interested in 
influence rather than the 
paraphanalia of power. His most 
gratifying years were spent as 
Conservative Party treasurer, 
when he was privy to the secrets of 
the Thatcher era and accountable 
only to her. He extolled his own 
role and gave it a patina of honour 
in a previous work. The Servant, 
an intriguing modem version of 
Machiavdli* The Prince (now in 
Faber paperback at £6.99). Ruth¬ 
less behaviour, he argued, could 
be justified in the service of a 
prince who was motivated by an 
idea. The book was dedicated to 
the “most magnificent Baroness 
Thatcher", who had rewarded her 
servant with a peerage of his own. 

Letters to a Young Politician is 
its sequel. In the meantime, 
McAlpine has allowed his resent¬ 
ment against Thatcher's heirs and 
assassins to fester. It is a cynical, 
bitter work, reflecting his rage at 
her downfall. A servant without a 
prince is nothing more than a 


New Machiavelli gets his come-uppance 


Sarah Baxter 


LETTERS TO A YOUNG 
POLITICIAN 
From His Unde 
By Alastair McAlpine 

Faber. £14.99 


frustrated apparatchik or party 
functionary, the character which 
McAlpine has given to the unde 
who writes letters to his nephew. 

The epistolary style is contrived, 
but it is the moral, not the story, 
that interests McAlpine. The book 
is intended to be a training manual 
for princes. The uncle hopes that, 
with the benefit of his advice, his 
nephew wQI turn out to be a "man 
of principle, a prince among men". 
Instead, he becomes a vain, shal¬ 
low. self-serving and highly suc¬ 
cessful politician. He follows his 
uncle's advice when it suits him. 


while resisting anything ap¬ 
proaching an idea or guiding 
principle. 

McAlpine* sympathies lie with 
the unde, who is his mouthpiece. 
Fbrtunatefy,JigJias enough of a 
sense of irony to realise that his 
creature’s ravings are more likely 
to repel than attract Hie unde 
displays little affection for his 
nephew, only the desire to control. 
Nevertheless, I suspect McAlpine* 
vanity is such that he hopes truly 
superior beings will recognise the 
unde’s worth. 

Not me, though, because, after 
only a few letters, I wanted the 
young politician to tell his relative 
to get stuffed. I was tired of his 
cruel gibes against other members 
of his family, his odious flattery of 
his nephew and his carping criti¬ 
cism of the Prime Minister, a none- 
too-disguised John Major. 

The first half of the book is one 
long poison pen letter to Major. 



Lord McAlpine: pessimistic 


McAlpine* hatred of him is in¬ 
tense. The PM is worthy of study, 
the unde tells his nephew, only as 
“a model of all that you should 
shun". His speeches are as exciting 
as a telephone directory; he is 
petty, jealous, obnoxiously “nice”; 


he signed a “lousy squalid treaty^ 
and the only talent he has is 
hanging cm to office. Throw him 
out on his ear. I say." the unde ■ 
concludes. 

Minor characters, such as 
Hesdtine, “a man whose hair 
blows in the slipstream of his 
oratory-, make an appearance, 
just so that McAlpine can settle dd 
scores. Jeffrey Archer, the writer of 
"poor novels" who was also 
trashed in The Servant, is not 
spared. Cadi Parkinson's example 
is used to want the nephew against 
the rather obvious dangers of 
having a pregnant mistress. Some 
but not all of the advice has an 
authentic, insider* fed to it Does 
the nephew need to be told of the 
perils of standing in the middle of 
the road? 

In a chronicle of disaster fore¬ 
told, the Government is brought 
down. In the background, topically 
enough, axe "Irish troublemakers” 


and "Half-wined industrialists", 
who have awarded themselves 
huge pay increases- McAlpine 
gives Major no dignity in defeat 
The Prime Minister has to be 
dragged kicking and screaming 
from office. 

Ai this point, the letters become 
rather more sinister and revealing. 
The unde turns out to be less 
interested in serving a noble prince 
than any old strong leader. I had 
often thought that might be the 
case with Thatcher-worshippers. 

The unde wants a strangely Fas¬ 
cist-sounding cleansing of the par¬ 
ty. He exults in opposition as the 
chance to purge. The new leader 
bears a distant resemblance to Sir 
James Goldsmith (the eco-friendly 
policies are the giveaway). He 
declares that he wants a new 
Cabinet, untainted by recent fail¬ 
ures, and gives the job of party 
chairman to a ghost from the past 
Enoch POwelL perhaps? "Even I," 


writes the unde, "was not around 
in his day.” The new leaders big 
idea is the leadership principle 
Itself. "Undertakings, like Mu 
bad at the head." 

You can see why the real John 
Major once said of McAlpine, "Try 
as I might, I cannot honestly 
believe that he is really a Conser¬ 
vative" To the unde* disgust 
however, the party, being Conser¬ 
vative, revolts against its 
strongman and slings him out 
Thus is the history of Thatcher 
repeated 

If McAlpine is the unde, right 
down to his Garrick Chib tie. there 
is also an extremely creepy and 
voyeuristic subplot. The unde 
stalks and abuses his adopted 
niece, imagining he is in love. It is 
McAlpine* conviction that great 
men can be brought down fry their 
sexual peccadilloes, as well as by 
their colleagues' poverty of imagi¬ 


nation. Letters to a Young Politi¬ 
cian is a pessimistic work, because 
slippery, opportunist politicians 
triumph over the prince. Wefl, 
phew. I have never feh more glad 
about that in my life. 


Colin Welch enjoys a defence of Middle America against its elites but doubts whether social engineering is the answer 


Last testament of 



an American seer 


C hristopher Lasch is a 
superbly old-fash¬ 
ioned American of 
the best sort — or 
was. Alas, he is dead This is 
his last book, posthumously 
published. It was written, he 
tells us. "under difficult cir¬ 
cumstances". Dead too. till 
recently, or dying or mortally 
threatened, seemed the old- 
fashioned Middle America 
which he venerates and which 
has in our lifetime brought 
hope and help, moral and 
material, to a tortured and 
ungrateful world Lasch is 
terribly worried about what 
has gone wrong but remains 
of good courage and temper. 

He is a sort of scholarly 
Newt Gingrich, as Gingrich 
himself may be. viewed with¬ 
out trendy East Coast preju¬ 
dices. Gingrich is after all, as 
Lasch himself was. a professor 
of history, a discipline for 
which indeed, as practised 
now in America. Lasch has no 
automatic veneration. Much 
history taught in American 
schools he denounces as 
•infantitised sociology”. The 
hisfoty he himself teaches is 
social, to be sure, but of a 
better sort more like De 
Tocqueville*. Have Ging¬ 
rich's recent triumphs cheered 
Lasch up in Heaven? Perhaps 
so, but with reservations 
Lasch would not care 10 be 
part of any "whitelash”. His 
lash is strictly in aid of 
traditional American values, 
which encompass and bless 
Americans of all colours. 

My use of the word “alas” 
above was heartfelt I have 
rarely been in the literary 
company of a savant so conge¬ 
nial, so ready for a chat a 


THE REVOLT OF 
THE ELITES 
and the Betrayal of 
Democracy 
By Christopher Lasch 
Norton. E1645 


civilised conversation or polite 
argument Lasch disarmingly 
suggests that taverns, coffee 
houses, beer gardens and 
[nibs are "the essence of civic 
life"—where else can be learnt 
the political arts? Lasch quotes 
of all people in his support the 
great Emerson. No Hoorah 
Henry he, I would have 
thought — "Hi Ralph, what* 
your*?” But even the educative 
old American tavern is now in 
danger, it seems, increasingly 
supplanted by “outlets" which 
discourage loitering and in 
which we eat cm the run. 

Meanwhile. Lasch* own ta¬ 
ble talk, as exemplified in his 
splendid book, is learned, 
sympathetic, percipient, well 
argued. It deploys with elo¬ 
quence and wit what Middle 
America feds and thinks but 
cannot always without inter¬ 
mediary express. He inveighs 
against American unlversities- 
Could they have been all bad 
while he taught at one? 

The book begins, be 
warned, with a long, laborious 
and difficult attack on these 
new American dries. It is thus 
forced at times to use the 
impenetrable jargon of the 
enemy, just as our brave boys 
had to use gas when the other 
side sank to it Lasch sym¬ 
bolises these elites by noting 
President Bush* utter bewil¬ 
derment when first faced with 


an electronic scanning device 
in a supermarket checkout 
Bush thus revealed himself,'as 
if in a flash of lightning, 
hopelessly non-elite, as we too 
may be. 

The new elites are mobile, 
cosmpolhan, ambitious, ready 
for any opportunity anywhere. 
They are contemptuous of 
Middle America, of home, 
family and neighbours. They 
despise Middle America as 
technologically backward, po¬ 
litically reactionary, rep¬ 
ressive in sexual morality, 
smug, conventional, compla¬ 
cent and dowdy. The elites are 
unpatriotic, hardly American 
at all multicultural, truly at 
home only in transit, eiz route 
to some high-level conference 
or to open new franchises. 


T hey form an aristocra¬ 
cy of teams, with all 
the vices of previous 
aristocracies and few 
of the virtues. It is convinced 
that it has brains itseff that 
ordinary people have none, 
and that brains alone, sdentif- 
ic expertise and technological 
knowhow can “solve" all prob¬ 
lems. It regards politics as a 
science, not an art It is 
without past and future, age¬ 
less ly youthful, thus pre¬ 
served, it hopes, by “hygienic 
imperialism” (haired of smok¬ 
er* and smoking, etc.) and 
mastery of the latest trends. It 
accordingly disrespects senior¬ 
ity and experience. 

If we loathe such whiz-kids, 
we naturally suspect envy at 
work in us. Beware, cries 
Lasch — they are dangerous. 
Mistrust your arrogant "best 
and brightest" In Vietnam, for 
instance, they dragged you 
into a protracted and de¬ 
moralising war, not yet recov¬ 
ered from. 

British fogeys will find 
Lasch on the whole a man 
after their own heart But they 
are in for one or two salutary 
surprises. He is, after afl. an 
American fogey, and a popu¬ 
list democratic fogey at that 
His democratic haUaujahs are 
explicable and persuasive 
when it is emphasised that he 
values democracy, not as the 
most efficient, but as the most 
educative form of govern m ent 
He also takes comfort from his 
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conviction (or illusion) that the 
American masses are deeply 
conservative, fogeyfriendly. 
far more so than their self- 
appointed spokesmen and 
would-be liberators. It is the 
working and lower middle 
classes, Lasch asserts, which 
favour limits an abortion, 
ding to the two-parent family, 
resist experiments with "alter¬ 
native lifestyles" mistrust af¬ 
firmative action and other 
social engineering. They un¬ 
derstand well tie inherent 
limits of human control over 
social development, over the 
tragic elements and history. 

But do they? You can h ;rtQy 
open a newspaper hen. or in 
America without being re¬ 
minded of the extent to which 
the lower orders have been 
boheraianised. They now nat¬ 
urally and without misgivings 
adopt lifestyles and ideas 
which would have shocked 
their grandparents, or even 
the easy-going residents of 
Murger* Latin Quarter (on 
which Puccini based La 
Bohime). Is not Lasch* an¬ 
chor dragging in a stormy 
ocean in which marriage is 
exotic, the normal abnormal, 
the “alternative" the usual? 

Fogeys here too may be 
surprised and dismayed by 
Lasch* egalitarianism, which 
is quite beyond the old-fash¬ 
ioned American norm. No 
sane person deplores an equal¬ 
ity which is natural and un¬ 
forced. Most of us admire and 
value, as did observers like 
Sombart and Tawney, the 
traditional self-respect of the 
American worker, his freedom 
from servile deference and 
from rancorous dass feeling. 

R)gey eyebrows here will 
rise only where Lasch morally 
condemns all great wealth and 
calls loudly for action to stamp 
it underfoot Granted, he is 
talking only of wealth beyond 
the obvious "needs" of the 
owner. Needs? By whom as¬ 
sessed? By what criteria? What 
“needs” has a great benefac¬ 
tor, for instance? How, with¬ 
out the benefactor's wealth, 
are those needs to be met? 

■ On poor old New York. 
Lasch unleashes a veritable 
jihad . He calls for liberation 
from "parasitic” interests and 
industries (how defined?), for 




US soldier with human armbone, Vietnam, 1968. Taken from Tim Page's Nam (Thames & Hudson. £14.95 pbk) 


“egalitarian" economic re¬ 
forms, for a "frontal assault" 
on corporate power, for real 
and not rhetorical change, 
"always an unwelcome pros¬ 
pect for those (including many 
self-styled radicals and cultur¬ 
al revolutionaries) with a 
heavy investment in the exist¬ 
ing arrangements" 


Yes, but unwelcome per¬ 
haps also to countless New 
Yorkers who lack jobs. This 
lack Lasch proposes to remedy 
by means which he has al¬ 
ready (wisely) denounced as 
“social engineering”. His job¬ 
less reader*, aware that noth¬ 
ing destroys jobs like attempts 
to create or preserve them. 


may shiver in their shoes. 
They may also justly mistrust 
military language applied to 
social and economic problems. 

It is perhaps unfair to pick 
out a tew progressive bitises 
from a bock so rich in tradi¬ 
tional wisdom (especially 
about education and religion, 
for which last Lasch has a 


profound, if rationalistic, re¬ 
spect). It would have been 
such a pleasure to chew them 
over with Lasch in some 
leisurely pub. Bui, alas, he is 
ofuy (as Hans Breatmann 
might have put it in one of his 
Pennsylvanian Dutch bal¬ 
lads), the pub perhaps afay 
too. Afay in de Ewigkeit ... 


Scuppered by landlubbers 
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WILLIAM TREVOR 


WTDELY regarded as one of the greatest living writers in 
English, William Trevor has just won the 1994 Whitbread 
Book Of The Year Award for his novel Felicia's Journey. 

Published by Viking at £15. it is the story of a young 
Irish woman who runs away to England to find the father 
of the baby she is expecting. Short of money and with 
nowhere to stay, she encounters the evil Mr Hilditch. 

Reviewing the novel in The Times, Rachel Cusk wrote: 
"Mr Hilditch is a masterfully created character... Felicia's 
Journey is a sad and disturbing commentary on a society 
increasingly polarised by disposability and automatism." 

The Times has 25 copies, signed by the author, to be 
won in a competition. To enter, send your answers to the 
questions below to: Whitbread Novel Contest, 33 Bouverie 
Street, London. EC88 5NG. 

Winners will be drawn at random from all correct 
entries received by the dosing date of March 27,1995. 
Normal Times Newspapers competition rules apply. 


ADMIRAL of the Fleet Lord 
Fisher was a man of fierce 
passions and implacable 
resentments. His volcanic per¬ 
sonality made the Royal Navy 
of the Edwardian era. an un¬ 
quiet place. His manifesto: “If 
any man oppose me, I will 
make his wife a widow, his 
children fatherless and his 
home a dunghill”, is notor¬ 
ious. The ministerial career of 
Churchill himself came dose 
to evaporating in the furnace 
of that terrible wrath. 

Yet Fisher was a naval 
thinker of genius. The steam 
turbine engine, the all-bie-gun 



Fisher implacable hater 

Peter Davies 


The questions: 

1) In which, country was William Trevor born? 

2) Which honour did he receive from the Queen for 


services to literature? 


were all in great measure his 
brainchildren. He envisaged 
the gas turbine more than half 
a century before it became 
standard warship propulsion: 
in 1912 he asked Sir Charles 
Parsons if he could not “some¬ 
how associate the turbine with 
the principle of internal com¬ 
bustion ..." Above all he saw 
— as generations of naval 
officer* after him did not — 
that the engines of a warship 
were as much a part of Its 
fighting capacity as its guns. 

In a book whose tine and 
introd u ct ion promise a some¬ 
what fanciful evocation, Jan 
Morris has actually done her 
homework well. Whatever dse 
it is not. Fishery Face is a 
faithful survey of the Navy* 


FISHER’S FACE 

By Jan Morris 

Viking, £16 


transformation from the hyb¬ 
rid saiVand-steam ship of the 
1850$ to the all-steel dread¬ 
nought of 1914. She is meticu¬ 
lous in such details as gun 
calibres and tonnages, al¬ 
though she ought perhaps to 
have known flat "spiking the 
mainbrace” was not the daily 
rum ration for the lower deck, 
(the pipe for that was “Up 
spirits") but an issue of grog to 
the entire ship* company to 
celebrate some special—often 
royal —event 
This is in general then, a 


Yet the feeling linger* that 


Morris has missed an oppor¬ 
tunity to produce something 
more, something out of the 
ordinary. The character of 
Fisher lends itself to a whole¬ 
hearted, imaginative re-cre¬ 
ation of a historical period in 
the manner of Carlyle. 

Yet for an avowed jeu 
d'amour. the book is surpris¬ 
ingly passionless. In spite of 
Monis* predilection for her 
subject, the fantasy never 
quite takes off. She imagines a 
love affair with Fisher in the 
after-life, but that which she 
conducts with him in the 
pages of Fisher^ Face is at best 
fitful and tepkL What we are 
left with is a dutiful account of 
Fisher* career, overlaid at 
pants with a veneer of 
whimsy. 

Fisher was a colossal figure. 
From Morris* pages he 
emerges as something less, 
like many others who have 
been mesmerised by his perso¬ 
na, sdie seems not to have been 
quite able to penetrate to what 
lay at the heart of the man and 
caused his eventual, spectacu- 
lar setf-immolation. At the and 
of FisheYs Face, its protago¬ 
nist lives on. as he does in so 
many accounts of his life, not 
so much through his biogra¬ 
pher as in his own capacity to 
give vent to his inner self, in 
salvoes of pungent and memo¬ 
rable speech. 


EVEN IF you have never 
dipped into A.J. Uebling* 
work for The New Yorker, you 
probably know something of 
his voice. This is because so 
many writers since Joe Ueb- 
ling* heyday in the 1940s and 
1950s have tried to echo tbe 
style of this master of discur¬ 
sive reportage. Too many 
American magazine writers, 
especially those of the pre- 
Tina Brown New Yorker, have 
draught that all that was 
required was to fend a quirky 
angle and whip up a souffle of 
quotes and exhaustive detail, 
laced with literary idiom and 
New York underworld slang. 

A few, such as Tom Wolfe, 
managed to pick up the man¬ 
tle after Uebling’s death in his 
60th year in 1963, producing 
the novelistic style they called 
the New Journalism. But the 
result rarely comes dose to, 
say. Liebling* 12-page ode to 
fish soup, which starts: “Ever 
since 1918. when 1 ate my first 
bouillabaisse — an event that 
in my mind overshadowed the 
end of the First World War..." 

The Soul of Bouillabaisse 
appear* in Liebling at The 
New Yorker , 33 previously 
uncollected pieces fry the pro¬ 
lific re p orter who is remem¬ 
bered as one of the mast 
graceful chroniclers of human 
foibles and grandeur. 

The son ofa furrier, he was 
expelled from Dartmouth Col¬ 
lege and sacked by The New 
York Times for taking liberties 
with the facts. He did not 


The soul 
of the 


souffle 


Charles Bremner 


LIEBLING AT THE 
NEW YORKER 
Uncollected Essays 

Edited by James Barbour 
and Fred Warner 


University of New Mexico 
Press. £22.99 


think of himself as a pioneer, 
but rather as an heir to Defoe, 
Hazlitt and CobbetL in these 
pieces he paints the mood of 
France in the throes of defeat 
from the fitting room of Bur¬ 
berry* in Paris. The absurd 
side of war in the Western 
Desert appears in the person 
of a pompous Grenadier 
Guards captain, who wallops 
Arab girls with his swa gge r 

stick for taking water from tbe 

officers' welL Postwar Britain 
emerges vividly from a Billy 
Graham rally in a Glasgow 
hall: The reclaimed souls, 
after huddling a while in 
prayer around the pastor, 
were herded off to a detention 
pen , wh ere. I was given to 
understand, their names and 


addresses would be placed on 
cards that would be mailed 
out to resident ministers for 
follow-up treatment." 

Much of liebling, such as 
his religious devotion to food 
and drink and tendency to 
what would now be called 
“stereotyping", would be 
deemed fearfully unaccep table 
these days. Who would dare 
write now, as he does in The 
Case of the Scattered Dutch¬ 
man. the tale of a Manhattan 
murden "Feeling slighted is a 
characteristic of especially 
high incidence among Ger¬ 
mans and unattractive women 
and Mrs Nack was both." 
Modern war report e rs would 
consider it wrong to note the 
comical behaviour of occupy¬ 
ing soldiers in cafes, as 
Uebling does from newly- 
liberated Paris, before passing 
straight on to the marks left on 
prison walls by the fingernails 
of their torture victims. 

But such throwaway light- 
ness is a mark of a wordsmith 
whose skill can only evoke 
®vy among humbler practi- 
boners Of the reporter* trade. 
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High priest of 
hero-worship 

Peter Ackroyd on the volcanic Victorian sage 
who almost destroyed himself and his wife 


T he reputation of 

Thomas Carlyle has 
always suffered from 
false claims and in¬ 
flated expectations. Thar is 
why. in this new and timely 
biography. Simon Heffer be¬ 
gins fay charting the precipi¬ 
tate decline in his fame. It has 
been said that there was too 
much sound and fury in him. 
and indeed it seems that his 
career was very much like a 
storm; there was thunder, and 
sheet lightning, but it quickly 
passed from memory. If he is 
mentioned in these days, it is 
likely to be as the prototype of 
^the fascist” or. as Ruskm put 
it a “moral desperado". 

But here is the first mistake. 
Carlyle’s opinions are not 
really very important He was 
primarily a wonderful stylist 
and. therefore, a great if 
generally unacknowledged 
humorist He himself may 
have believed his somewhat 
strident creed to be significant 
but in fact the most important 
aspect of his work is its sheer 
inventiveness and verbal exu¬ 
berance. He was a man of 
letters, but the letters were of 
fire; there is no one else like 
him in English literature. 

Or perhaps it is better to say 
Scottish literature. He was 
bom in Ecdefechan. dose to 
the border; imaginatively, he 
lived in border country all his 
life. He came from Calvinist 
peasant stock and seemed 
destined to become a minister 
of that rigorous faith; in one 
sense he did attain that desti¬ 
ny. since his public manner 
was that of someone standing 
erect in a pulpit. But he went 
his own way. too. Like most of 
die great early Victorians (he 
was actually bom in 1795. but 
belonged in spirit to the suc¬ 
ceeding centuay). he was large¬ 
ly self-taught and self-insp¬ 
ired. He also possessed a 
characteristic fund of energy 
and strident will which forced 
him forward into the world. 

It was fortunate that, in this 
period of awakening.' Carlyle 
found Goethe and the tran¬ 
scendental repre¬ 

sented fay his. formula, of the 
“Everlasting ?Tflea*:2rl!31 the 
elements offusnanp*. hither¬ 
to scattered. and disordered. 


were quickened and unified m 
a visionary moment when he 
understood the nature of the 
world. It was of course an 
early 19th-century vision, con¬ 
cerned with the nature of 
energy and power (at a slightly 
later date. Faraday was to see 
these same forces in a different 
contexr) but it was enough for 
Carlyle. He was not someone 
who willingly changed his 
mind any more than he enter¬ 
tained opposition, and it can 
fairly be said that his first 
vision remained with him for 
the rest of his life. 

At the time he encountered 
German mysticism he also 
met Jane, the wife who has 


MORAL 
DESPERADO 
A Life of 
Thomas Carlyle 
By Simon Heffer 

Weidenfeld & Nicalson. £20 


since taken her place in cultur¬ 
al history as the quintessential 
literary victim. Their marriage 
began in gladness, but ended 
almost in madness as their 
combined resources of hypo¬ 
chondria. insomnia and de¬ 
pression overwhelmed them. 

The truth is. according to 
Heffer. that Carlyle was. if not 
exactly impotent, that sexually 
inactive. It has even been 
suggested that he was homo¬ 
sexual. although his Calvin¬ 
ism no doubt prevented him 
from ever recognising the fact 
He called Jane the “Necessary 
Evil” and from the beginning 
of the marriage, in Heffer* 
words, consigned her “to peri¬ 
ods of numbing solitude and 
neglect". “My Husband al¬ 
ways writing.'’ she said later in 
one of those letters which 
secured her own literary rep¬ 
utation. “I always ailing ." 

Their famous house in Chel¬ 
sea did indeed become a 
monument to the penalties, as 
well as the joys, of literature. 
The French Revolution was 
Carlyle's first popular success. 
Sartor Resartus having been 
consigned to the relative indig¬ 
nity of periodical publication. 
It was. as Heffer suggests. 


more or a prose poem than a 
history. In fact, it remains one 
of the most curious historical 
narratives ever published in 
English. Carlyle had a won¬ 
derful creative imagination, 
but he was one of those writers 
who could never be satisfied 
with composing fiction; he 
considered novels to be no 
more than very light en tertain- 
ment, and so he created a new 
kind of imaginative history in 
which polemic and irony, mys¬ 
tical insight and comic brava¬ 
do. are effortlessly conflated. 

He was not appreciated by 
his more liberal contemporar¬ 
ies. A mystic who believes in 
the immanence of the eternal 
spirit is not likely to fae 
exercised by Reform, and a 
savage ironist is most unlikely 
to be a democrat. (It might be 
said that all great wits are, of 
necessity. Tory.) Carlyle wor¬ 
shipped “greatness", despised 
English parliamentary democ¬ 
racy. detested those who 
wished to reform prisons or to 
free slaves, and generally exe¬ 
crated anyone who belonged 
to “the Universal Abolition of 
Pain Association". 

On one level his adulation of 
the hero, the “Able-man", was 
a projection of his own person¬ 
ality into a larger sphere, but 
he genuinely espoused a phi¬ 
losophy which his disdple, 
R us kin , summed up rather 
neatly — “a most sincere love 
of kings, and dislike of every¬ 
body who attempted to dis¬ 
obey them". 

This may not quite explain 
Carlyle's loving threnody’, Oli¬ 
ver Cromwell, although it is 
easy to see why he admired the 
dictator whom he claimed to 
be “the last glimpse of the 
Godlike" — “Courage, my 
brave one!" he wrote. “Thou 
hast but some Seven Months 
more of it..." it is unusuai for 
a biographer to address his 
subject so enthusiastically, but 
it does at least suggest an 
intimacy of purpose. He did 
not follow die same advice, 
however, and he proceeded 
almost to destroy both himself 
and Jane in the course of his 
travails over the six volumes of 
Frederick the Great. 

life at Chelsea became hell 
absolute. For some 1 2 years he 



Carlyle: for his wife Jane “it must be next worse to be being married to Satan himself” 


laboured in his soundproof 
room at the top of the house, 
largely ignoring his wife. She 
had a very dear idea of her 
husband by this stage, how¬ 
ever. who was “as usual, never 
healthy, never absolutely ill — 
protesting against ‘things in 
general’...". A friend said 
that “ft must be something 
next worse to being married to 
Satan himself*, and in fact 
Jane began to keep a journal 
chroniding her wretchedness 
and isolation. 

One cannot help feefing, 
however, that she migMbawe 
tried a little hanfep«£be 
happy. Yet it must also besaid 
of her husband that few. writ¬ 


ers have ever made such a fuss 
over the process of composi¬ 
tion. For him it seemed to 
require complete nervous col¬ 
lapse and physical break¬ 
down; no book could be 
finished without virtually de¬ 
stroying him first 
It all ended in misery. Here, 
perhaps, Heffer might have 
abandoned his admirable and 
rigorously objective style in 
the marshalling of events, 
simply in order to add a little 
drama: Jane Carlyle dying 
bolt upright in her carriage, 
the husband discovering in 
her journals the evidence of 
his own wretched behaviour, 
the subsequent years of guilt 


and shame. “Were not the 
fountain of tears quite dried in 
me," he told one contempo¬ 
rary. “I could fed it a consola¬ 
tion to sit and weep.” 

In fact he remained quite 
lively, travelling on the omni¬ 
bus and receiving variously 
distinguished visitors as his 
fame reached fever-pitch. 
Heffer is very good on these 
final days, arid in fact this is a 
thorough and convincing ac¬ 
count of the “sage”. Moral 
Desperado may on occasions 
be prosaic, and even a little 
repetitive, but then what biog¬ 
rapher. facing Carlyle* own 
sound and fury, would dare to 
compete? 


Nursery classics enjoy second childhoods 


A nyone compiling a 
Western Canon of chil¬ 
dren’s literature (and 
some American academics, of 
course, have done so) should 
reserve places for Little 
Women and Emil and the 
Detectives (the Americans nat¬ 
urally put in the first, but had 
possibly never heard of the 
second). Both books warrant 
inclusion by virtue of a salu¬ 
tary Freshness which they have 
brought to the dowdy purlieus 
of fictional realism. 

•Truth, humor, and pathos" 
says Jo's mum about file 
attractions of the story with 
which her daughter has won 
acclaim — and Lou isa May 
Alcort was surely setting out 
thus the reasons why her own 
Little Women was such a 
success. In a literary field 
dominated fay too much wood¬ 
en respectability and too much 
lacrimosity. the first part of 
her book, published fay Rob¬ 
erts Brothers of Boston in 1868, 
had an instant appeal, appar¬ 
ently being read by everyone 
from “grave lawyers" to the 
boy in the elevator. 

She had not really expected 
that. She had been urged tents 
composition by Roberts s on- 
lor and laboured at it rather 
despairingly as task-work. But 
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LITTLE WOMEN 
Little Men. Jo’s Boys 

By Louisa May Alcott 

Little, Brown. £-139 pbk each 

EMIL AND THE 
DETECTIVES 

The Flying Classroom, 
Lottie and Lisa 
By Erich Kastner 

Red Fox. £330 pbk each 

it was a book rooted in 
personal experience — the 
“truth, humor and pathos" of a 
real family — and it was this 
which was to cany it round 
the world. Part Two — known 
in Britain as Good Wives — 
was written fast to catch the 
flood-tide of popularity, and. 
like the good pro that she was. 
Alcott worked the seam fur¬ 
ther. but with diminishing 
freshness in Little Men 11871) 
and Jo's Bays (1886). 

The books have never been 
out of print since, and their 
reappearance now "fro m th e 
original publisher" is testimo¬ 
ny to an optimistic belief that 
they can still speak to a 
modem audience. (The pub¬ 
lisher is “original" simply 



Walter Trier’s illustrations suit Kastner* witty text 


because Little, Brown bought 
up Roberts in 1S9& and the 
new printing of Little Women 
follows a revised version 
which Alcott sanctioned in 
1880. with modifications to the 
slang and homeliness that 
characterised the first edition.) 


The arrival of Emil und die 
Detektive in the unstable Ber¬ 
lin of 1928 is hardly compara¬ 
ble to that of Little Women 
among the readers of the 
Boston Evening Transcript. 
but here too a mould was 
broken. The subject-matter 


was one thing. Rarely had 
children been given a detective 
story of their own, and rarely 
had an urban setting been 
conveyed so naturally. But 
over and above this was 
K&smer* witty and occasion-. 
ally ironical stance as storytell¬ 
er. His comic preface to the 
German edition has never, so 
far as I know, been translated, 
and Walter Trier's hilarious 
illustrations have never been 
properly reproduced here, but 
the two train English transla¬ 
tions of 1931 and 1959 do catch 
something of Kastner* smil¬ 
ing humour, comradely with¬ 
out bong avuncular. 

D espite the difficulties 
of turning his loose- 
limbed prose into a 
natural English, both Emil 
and Kastner* later children* 
stories deserve their place in 
current paperback lists. 
Among recent reissues. The 
Flying Classroom is the most 
problematic a German board¬ 
ing-school story which is too 
short and superficial for its 
plot- Not even Kfotner* con¬ 
versational control can pre¬ 
vent cliche from intruding 

upon the character revelations 
that attend the school play, or 
upon the Town v. Gown battle. 


with its unsavoury incident of 
the boy Kreuzkamm imprison¬ 
ed in a cellar. 

But Lottie and Lisa (£2.99) is 
a gem. First published in 1949. 
it is an early example of the 
now ah-too-familiar “divorced 
parents" theme. Unlike most 
writers who ejq>toit it today, 
however, Kastner hits upon a 
clever plot — separated twins 
changing places — and carries 
it through with a feeling for 
the comic rather than the 
lugubrious. 

The confidence and flexibili¬ 
ty of Kastner* style sustains 
him as a modem among 
moderns—but whether Alcott 
can still exercise power over 
young readers is much more 
uncertain. (Girls I've spoken to 
have encountered Little Wom¬ 
en chiefly on film or in Lady¬ 
bird travesties.) Those with a 
leaning to dwell among the 
19th-century properties, how¬ 
ever. will still be won over fay 
its authenticity — “we lived 
most of it” said Alcott — and its 
self-awareness (some of the 
ironic asides are the equal of 
Kastner*). But experience sug¬ 
gests that Jo and her extended 
family are now to be found not 
in soft-lit Concord drawing¬ 
rooms, but along the muddy 
highways of feminist criticism. 
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Shea too sees Australia as 
the promised land. He loves 
its raw, unspoilt beauty. But. 
as a God-fearing Catholic 
immigrant from Ireland, he 
still fears its excesses. He has 
not forgotten the 1892 flood 
which was so vi¬ 
olent that the riv¬ 
er shifted its 
course. If Austra¬ 
lia is Eden it is 
after the Fall- 
The citizens have 
brought with 

them an average 
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A RIVER TOWN 

By Thomas Keneally 
Sacptrc. £15.99 


protest which provokes their 
wrath and his fall from public 
grace. Australia’s relationship 
to Britain and the vulner¬ 
ability of the “ordinary bloke" 
to both natural and human 
forces greater than himself — 
these are famil¬ 
iar preoccupa¬ 
tions of Ken- 
eally’s. Neither 
the ideas nor the 
language are 
new-minted in 
this, his 23rd 
novel, though 


measure of corruption and evil they are still the work of a 
™dShea becomes embroiled great storyteller 1 .s the 
towHtical as well as celestial, development ofSheas charac- 
1 ]!* K ter that provides the main 

ihe book. Shea's interest in this book, 
incident is exaager- Sickening as it is to watch 
rn Site proportions"by a weU-imentioned Shea getting 
talnSSV He caught in dre stick)Jly-ffaps of 
,uw . . mnninii- 


Zs dial he is being manipu¬ 
lated, but is helpless to prevent 
i T . When the local 
Stan whipping up support for 
SE British Boer ;War effort. 
makes an admirable, n brief 


other people's schemes, he is 
also infuriatingly slow-witted 
at times. Keneally keeps the 
pages turning as Shea stum¬ 
bles into an almost unbeliev¬ 
able string of stomach- 


tightening disasters. A pro¬ 
voking mixture of generosity 
and bigotry, sensitivity and 
pig-headedness, he also stum¬ 
bles in and out of our affec¬ 
tions. In the background, his 
diminutive but robust wife 
Kitty, with the help of her 
sisters, calmly schemes to 
keep the family from ruin and 
appears to be the more dear- 
sighted of the two. 

In KeneaDy's Schindler’s 
Ark. which Steven Spielterg 
adapted for his film Schin¬ 
dler’s List. Schindler discovers 
hell on earth and must choose 
whether to do something or 
rum away. In A River Town. 
Shea realises that his obses¬ 
sion with the dead girl* 
identity is making tilings 
worse and his real heroism is 
his unheralded dedication to 
her cause. No one is perfect in 
Keneally* world: it is whether 
people surrender to their 
worst impulses or respond to 
their better ones which proves 
their moral worth. 



Kempsey, New South Wales: the setting for Kcnealiy’s 
23rd novel, which revolves around a dead girl’s identity 


To this pleasing, though at 
times somewhat predictable 
read, Keneally brings an un¬ 
expected twist. To say exactly 
what that twist is would ruin 
the story, but it brought from 
me a howl of protest- To see 
suspicions which were formed 


in Shea’s bigoted frame of 
mind justified, and the reliable 
Kitty wrong-footed, is ex¬ 
tremely uncomfortable. It also 
updates the otherwise sugary 
Victorian resolution to our 
provocative 20th-century 
uncertainty. 


Tale of a Tube 
and a Nazi in 
Birmingham 


I n these everlasting days of 
traffic gridlock and apal- 
ling weather, here* a 
piece for long-suffering com¬ 
muters, especially those in 
London. Crazy Paving should, 
however, be approached with 
caution by anyone in senior 
management. Setting her first 
novel as much on the city's 
knackered public transport 
system as in the dodgy offices 
of the Capital Transport Au¬ 
thority, Louise Doughty has 
composed a revenge comedy 
specifically in honour of the 
oppressed secretaries of life 
(toilers among the pot-plants 
and filing cabinets, arise!). 

Romance is in the air for 
neat, unhappy, middle-aged 
Annette. Older Joan has her 
hands full with bolshy Helen 
aka Heliy, the office junior 
from Hell. But there is nasty 
work afoot, as seriously bent 
surveyor Richard, their boss, 
dooms part of London to fur¬ 
ther planning blight At the 
warm heart of this story of 
office intrigue and comiption 
lies Rosewood Cottage — 
home, as it happens, to Heliy* 
life-preservingly eccentric 
grandparents. As the plot 
thickens. Annette, Joan and 
Hefly join in unlikely com¬ 
radeship to expose Richard 
before he demolishes the cot¬ 
tage and sacks the lot of them. 

Doughty's slow-cooking 
deadpan humour takes a little 
getting used to. but once you 
catch her stride you have to 
admit that life is very like this, 
exaggerations included. Hel¬ 
iy* anarchic behaviour is a 
response to circumstances; she 
knows exactly whose side she* 
on. Bor Annette it is unlikely 
that there will be any release 
from death by genteel suffer¬ 
ing and train cancellations 
unless Chance gives a hand. 
This Doughty gladly lays on, 
in a spectacular wish-fulfilling 
denouement at Victoria Sta¬ 
tion. Her comic debut is strong . 
on the odd detail of insignifi¬ 
cant lives. 

Humour is tinged with rath¬ 
er more gravity in Steven Jac¬ 
obi’s first novel. Going Naked 
Is The Best Disguise captures 
the flavour of mid-century 
childhood in a provincial Eng¬ 
lish household dominated by 
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Touchstone. £939 

GOING NAKED IS 
THE BEST DISGUISE 

By Steven Jacobi 

Seeker C> Warburg. £939 

the experience of Nazism. 
Narrated by a young bay 
growing up in Birmingham to 
the sound of Harold Wilson 
and the Rolling Stones, its 
emphasis is on the boy* 
confusing mother — a Ger¬ 
man beauty from the Nazi 
Deutsche Model, who mar¬ 
ried his English father when 
letters stopped arriving from 
her sweetheart in Germany. 

This determined, unconven¬ 
tional woman, who Hoovers 
naked, keeps the docks fast 
and has a mania for polishing, 
is a complex character. She 
covers her homesickness, guilt 
and disappointment with a 
frantically brisk attitude to 
daily life in postwar Britain. 
Her husband, a jeweller and 
football fan, is gadget-mad 
She goes for her annual two- 
month holiday to the German 
village of her childhood, where 
time seems to stand still. 

W hen her son (an ordi¬ 
nary schoolboy char¬ 
ged at one point with 
comparing Macbeth with 
Tarka the Otter, since these 
are the only textbooks avail¬ 
able) reads a cache of her love- 
letters. he finds surprising 
references to philosophy and 
physics. The faoy is struggling 
to make his own sense of life, 
death, time, space and. not 
least. Aunt Betty (who keeps 
God at the bottom of her 
garden), when the mother is 
taken into hospital with a 
brain tumour. Father enjoys a 
break from too much domestic 
control, son practises a little 
prestidigitatory shoplifting; 
but both are quite relievo! 
when she recovers. 

This is a poignant and un¬ 
settling book, which picks its 
way through a family* memo¬ 
ries in search of answers to the 
unanswerable. 
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PENGUIN Books is 60 years old this year. In the fifth of a 
six-week series in which The Times publishes excerpts from 
contemporary reviews of famous novels on the Penguin list, 
Laurie Lee* Cider With Rosie. which subsequently sold 
over a million copies in Penguin, is heralded quietly. 

6 The evocation of childhood seems to hold an 
especial enchantment for poets; and the hard¬ 
er the life; the sharper the response. Mr. Lee’s 
was a country, a Cotswold village childhood 
where, in the 1920s, as one of a family of nine aban¬ 
doned by his father he knew the harshness of 
hunger, poverty, superstition, and illness. But he 
knew, too, the comfort of the cottage hearth, the 
warmth of companionship. 

The village was no pagan paradise, but abided by 
its own unwritten rules, peopled by characters who 
have doubtless blossomed more fully with the pass¬ 
ing of time: Granny Trill and Granny Wallon, Albert 
the Devil and Cabbage-Stump Charlie. Mr. Lee 
writes with a wealth of imagery and at times with 
almost a pyrotechnic prose; it soars and flashes and 
sometimes by its very brilliance dazzles and 
bemuses the eyes; but when that happens one 
can always turn to the restful relief of Mr. 

John Ward’s more than adequate drawings. 

(The times. November 12.1959) 
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Exciting author events in March 

THE PENGUIN Festival of Fiction will feature eight midweek and 
weekend events throughout March, with more than 40 Penguin 
authors taking part in debates, readings, workshops and signings. 
Everyone attending vnh be entered into a FREE PRIZE DRAW to 
win a hamper full of Penguin goodies each Wednesday and a 
COMPAQ PRESARK) 460 ali-in-one home computer each Saturday. 

SATURDAY 18 MARCH. 

Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester. 

Price E3S0/E250 (coocessians}- 
Supported by tilackwcfl'S- 
iti nrbm Female Sleuths: Claire Rayner. 

Sarah Dunam. Imogen Parker 
10.45UH ConiEinpomy Fiction: 

Pendopc Livdy, Jonathan Coe. 

Haary Mantel. Barry Hines 
UJOam Brcak/Signing 
liOOpan Se* and Conflict 
Andrea Newman, Carol Cfewkw 
12.45pm Fiction on Screen: 

Howard Jacobson. Beryl Bjtinbridge. 

Michael Frayn 
130pm Signing 
Tickets available from ihe 
Royal Etthangc TTieatrc 
otophone 061833 TO3 



Present tins coupon and ge« 
£1 off ths entrance price If 
I upon| 


Win a COMPAQ PRESARJO 460 
alttiHXiehoattcouiptiv 

an hwIIhii glmiif i rf pre 4maall«t 
software. Compaq is the Ugjj. 

weritfs leading uinpuier tK9-' 

immif nmin w renowned for • 

its Quality and reftatsGiy. • 

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH. 

The Lord Rank Room. 

Wesky House. Jesus College. 

Jesus Lane Cambridge CBS 88L. 

Prior £330/1250 (concessions). 
StqjpanedbyWH Smith. 

7ti0ptn Short Slones. Long Stories: 
Sybil Marshall. Susan H® 

7.45pm Break 

SDOpm Barbara Vine/Rmh RendcD 
8.45pm Signing 

Tickets avaitible fran WH Smith. 

Cambridge adepta*: 0223 311313 
Win a hamper Ml a( Penguin goodies. 
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34 TRAVEL NEWS . 


Tunnel faces 
holiday chaos 


Tum-up-and-wait: Jonathan Prynn 
on mounting trouble for Le Shuttle 


M otorists could face 
long delays on 
Channel Tunnel 
journeys to France this sum¬ 
mer because of a surprise 
boom in demand for spaces an 
the car transporter. 

The terminal at Folkestone, 
Kent, is expected to be 
swamped by cars at Bank 
Holiday weekends and 
throughout August, and mo¬ 
toring organisations said they 
had growing doubts about 
Eurotunnel's ability to cope 
with peak demand. 

Eurotunnel said it was con¬ 
fident that the teething prob¬ 
lems of its Le Shuttle service 
would be sorted out by the 
holiday season, despite hold¬ 
ups in the delivery of some of 
its trains. 

The flagging credibility of 
Le Shuttle was further under¬ 
mined by last weekend's 
scenes of ill-tempered drivers 
waiting in long queues for up 
to four hours to use the service. 
The AA urged drivers plan¬ 
ning to use the service to book 
tickets in advance rather than 
rely on Eurotunnel'S much- 
vaunted "turn up and go” 
system. But from April 2 
passengers will not be able to 
specify a particular service 
when they book, but only a 
day of travel. 

Eurotunnel was caught out 
by the sheer numbers of 
passengers turning up at its 
Kent terminal mi the first 
warm weekend of the year. 
“We are advising people that if 
they do not already have a 
ticket for Fridays. Saturdays 
or Sundays until April 2 they 
should not tum up until 3pm,” 
said a Eurotunnel spokes¬ 
woman. “We clearly underes¬ 
timated the attractiveness of 
our service." 

The problems on Saturday 
were caused by Eurotunnel's 
decision to bring forward the 
launch of its heavily publicised 
pay-as-you-board service bv a 
month, with only four of’its 


J ohn Lockwood. 46. a 
Eurotunnel shareholder 
driving to Munster in 
Germany for a business trip 
on Friday, said he had beer, 
told he would have to wait for 
up to four hours to get on a 
shuttle train because so many 
were already booked up. 

“It was pretty appalling,” he 
said. “I will not use the 
Eurotunnel again until they 
get their act together. This isn't 
just teething problems, this is 
poor management.” Mr 
Lockwood eventually aban¬ 
doned the tunnel in favour of a 
ferry from Dover, arriving in 
France an hour and a half 
before he would have done 
had he waited for a space on a 
shuttle. 

The latest embarrassment 
for Eurotunnel follows a cata¬ 
logue of setbacks since the 
service started m December, 
including a car fire on a 
shuttle train, allegations of lax 
security, a blockade threat by 
French seamen and regular 
train breakdowns. 
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Dalmatia’s tourist industry is eager to cash in on the new peace. Gill Williams reports 


Croatia 




double-decker trains in opera¬ 
tion. In addition, a motorway 
warning system supposed to 
warn passengers approaching 
the terminal on the M20 of 
delays in the service was not 
turned on by the police on 
Eurotunnel’s advice because 
of fears that it would confuse 
people with pre-booked tick¬ 
ets. 

Eurotunnel is currently op¬ 
erating one 120-car train an 
hour in each direction, but 
plans to increase this to a 
peak-time service of four de¬ 
partures an hour by the sum¬ 
mer. The Eurotunnel 
spokeswoman said h was still 
on target for the summer 
service, despite delays in the 
delivery of 108 singledecker 
Shuttle wagons by their Cana¬ 
dian manufacturer. Five new 
double-decker trains have 
been delivered, but are still 
being tested. 
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Britons 


T he peaceful compromise in 
the Krajtna crisis has been 
greeted with relief by Dal¬ 
matian tourist resorts, which 
believe that extension of the United 
Nations mandate will help to over¬ 
come British reluctance to travel 
to Croatia. 

Charter flights will land in Split 
and holidaymakers will be taken by 
coach along the coast, crossing a thin 
strip of Bosnian territory en route to 
Dubrovnik and the islands. 

There are no checkpoints, customs 
or passport controls on the coastal 
road between Bosnia and Croatia 
Homes and hotels along the route are 
being rebuilt with help from the Red 
Cross and a European Union hum¬ 
anitarian task force. About half the 
region's 30,000 hotel beds will be of¬ 
fered to foreign visitors this summer. 
The rest are awaiting reconstruction 
or being used to house refugees. 

The Hotel Libertas in Dubrovnik is 
typical of resorts sheltering hundreds 
of villagers whose homes were de¬ 
stroyed during the 1991-92 Serbian 
invasion. Some properties, such as 
the Hotel Albatross in the nearby 
village of Cavtat, hope to reopen 
wings for paying guests this summer 
while the remainder of die complex is 
used as a hostel for displaced people. 

Mirko Maslac, a member of die 
Dubrovnik and Neretva District 
Assembly, said he hoped the easing 
of tension in Croatia would result in a 
speedy return of British package 
tourists. Tourism is vital for Dubrov¬ 
nik. About half of its residents had 
lost their jobs when war broke out. 
and Atlas, the national travel agency, 
cut its staff from 1.600 to 900. 

Mr Maslac said: The British are 
particularly important because they 
are the first to arrive and the last to 
leave at the end of the holiday season. 
But persuading them to come bade to 
Dubrovnik is difficult." 

In 1989. Dubrovnik, its offshore 


islands and surrounding villages 
attracted 1.2 million visitors, bringing 
$230 million (about £153 million) a 
year. Last summer, there were only 
60,000 visitors — more than half of 
them from other parts of Croatia, 
plus Italians and Czechs. 

Mario Marusic. Dubrovnik Tour¬ 
ist Board’s director, said the city 
hoped for a return to 10 percent of its 
prewar visitor intake this summer. 
“Much of the infrastructure has been 
destroyed and we have to rebuild.” he 
explained. “We wont get back to the 
1 2 million until die next century." 

The city is using the need for 
rebuilding as an opportunity to 
upgrade hotels. It plans to introduce 
a tougher grading system to improve 
standards of hotel service and facili¬ 
ties so it can attract a wealthier 
clientele than it did in the prewar 
days. With this in mind, the marina 
has been totally restored and the 
harbour has opened in time to receive 
Swan Hellenic cruise ships this year. 
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P hoenix Holidays, with three 
weekly charter flights to Split 
— two hours from Dubrov¬ 
nik — will be the largest 
British tour operator to use the region 
this summer. The city's own airport 
was destroyed in 1991. Reconstruction 
is well advanced and by Easter, the 
airport will be working to a third of 
its original capacity. At present it is 
able to handle only one scheduled 
daily flight from Zagreb, the Cro¬ 
atian capital, and a weekly service 
from Rome — a far cry from the days 
when there were 30 peak season 
charters a month from Bournemouth 
alone. 

Holiday prices are pitched to 
attract British holidays back to the 
Dubrovnik coast Phoenix offers two 
weeks' half board at the budget Hotel 
Lapad, an 18th-century palace, for 
£376 in early June. 

The island of Korcula this year 


Dubrovnik: the Adriatic "paradise” is rebuilding its tourist business 


celebrates the 700th anniversary of 
the return of its native son. Marco 
Polo, from his arduous journey’ to 
China. Islanders hope that the festivi¬ 
ties win attract independent British 
travellers and day-trippers, who once 
made up the majority of their visitors. 
Korcula is one of the feu parts of 
Dalmatia that escaped occupation or 
siege in 1991. 

Just inside the gates of the old town 
of Dubrovnik is a map showing the 
buildings that have been hh by shells. 
However, visitors wandering 
through the streets will see remark¬ 
ably little evidence of this extensive 
damage. Unesco. the French Govern¬ 
ment and private donors have funded 
repairs to ancient monuments and 


houses. The entire restoration will be 
completed within three years. 

There are few other signs of the 
war. save for the off-duty soldiers in 
combat fatigues who sit at outdoor 
cafes, drinking cappuccino and 
watching people walk by. Food and 
wine are plentiful — a three-course 
meal in the packed Primorca restau¬ 
rant costs about £12 when washed 
down by a bottle of strong local wine. 

Outside the walls, in the modem 
town and outlying villages, the shell 
damage is more obvious. The city has 
not yet returned to the “paradise on 
earth" described by George Bernard 
Shaw but neither is it a candidate for 
inclusion in any future edition of PJ. 
O'Rourke s Holidays in Hell. 


T eething problems notwith¬ 
standing (see column one), the 
Channel Tunnel, through 
Eurostar, has opened the way for fast 
rail travel to the heart of Paris, and 
Egon Ronay has taken full advantage 
with its Champagne Mumm Guide 
1995 Paris edition (Macmillan, £9.95). 
launched yesterday, which suggests 
that a day out in the gastronomic 
capital for shopping and lunch is 
both delightful and practical 
This is the second year of its Paris 
guide, and Andrew Eliel. managing 
director of Egon Ronay Guides, 
explained: “When we started our 
series of dty guides, it was natural to 
stan with Paris. We think there is a 
gap in the market for an English 
guide. There are all the French 
guides, but we are taking on the 
French, and it is good to know what 
we think of Paris." 

The guide's restaurant of the year 
is Faugeron. “a memorable dining 
experience. In a dty not short of a 
good restaurant or two, Henri 
Faugeron's immaculate cooking nev¬ 
er (ails to please”. It says. 

It is one of four establishments 
awarded three stars, along with La 
Tour d’Argent, Tailievent and Guy 
Savoy. They are supported by seven 
restaurants with two stars and 16 
with one star. The guide also lists 
more than 50 “personal favourites". 
These “do not necessarily serve the 
best food, but they are certainly 
places we can thoroughly recom¬ 
mend as providing a real atmosphere 
and taste of Paris, whether a humble 
bistro or one of the grand tables”. 
And when the train arrives at Gare 
du Nord. one of its favourites is 
across the road: the Terminus Nord. 
a “classic rambling 1925 brasserie”. 

The guide’s hotel of the year is the 
Ritz. owned by Mohammed A1 
Fayed, which has had $150 million 
lavished on it in recent years, 
including the refurbishment of die 
Louis XIV interiors and die addition 
of a vast swimming pool all “ensur¬ 
ing dial the Rilz continues to live up 
to its own legend", the guide says. 


Christopher Warman 



Airport loyalty rewarded 


BAA has launched Europe's 
first airport-user loyalty pro¬ 
gramme. Available at Gat- 
wick airport from April, the 
new “BonusPoints" scheme 
will eventually indude 
Heathrow, Statist ed. South¬ 
ampton, Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. Travellers earn 
points every time they 
patronise the shops, restau¬ 
rants or other facilities at 
Gaiwick- For example, every 
£1 spent on car parking or 
duty-free shopping earns ten 
points, which equates to a 5 
per cent discount You re¬ 
deem the points for retail 
vouchers or frequent-flyer 
miles. Details: 0800 844844. 


FARE DEALS 


membership of the passen¬ 
ger association LAPA (costing 
£45) entitles you to be up¬ 
graded when flying across 
die Atlantic with selected 
airlines. The upgrade offer is 
usually confirmed at the rime 
of booking with the assoria- 
tion’s travel agent and could 
save you £1.000-plus on a 
New York trip. Details: 0171- 
8287621 


Easy upgrades 

BESIDES discounts on hotel 
accommodation and use of a 
baggage tracing service. 


Bargain flights 

AVIA, a new South African 
airline, will offer lower (ares 
between London and Johan¬ 
nesburg when it starts flying 
on May 9. The carrier will 
operate thrice weekly from 
Gatwick using a Boeing 747. 
Details: 01293 825000. 


Frankfurt offer 

BRITISH Midland (BM) has 
introduced a cheaper fare 
between Heathrow and 
Frankfurt provided you fly ar 
a less busy time. BM's “Off- 
Peak Budget" tariff costs £120 
one-way or £240 return Mon¬ 
day to Friday, on the 1155 and 
1600 services ex-Heathrow, 
and the 0710 and 1120 back 
from Frankfurt All weekend 
flights qualify for the reduced 
fore. Details: 0345 554554. 


cost of £1,500. The special 
fore is being marketed by 
Travelbag and flights are 
with Taiwan's China Air¬ 
lines. Details: 01420 541441. 


Asian triangle 

THE three prime Asian busi¬ 
ness destinations of Hong 
Kong, Bangkok and Singa¬ 
pore can be covered in busi¬ 
ness-class comfort for a total 


Japanese bonus 

TWO Japanese airlines. 
.ANA and JAL. are softening 
the blow of the costly yen 
with offers for first and 
business-class passengers 
departing Heathrow. ANA 
for example, will throw in 
airport chauffeur-driven 
transfers at both ends and 
two nights' five-star accom¬ 
modation in either Tokyo or 
Osaka. Rival JAL provides 
passengers with 12 benefits, 
from a week's free Heathrow 
car parking to 50 per cent off 
at Tokyo’s Imperial or Okura 
hotels. Details: 0171-355 1155 
(ANA): 0171-408 1000 (JAL). 
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European triumph restores pride 

Spirited Chelsea 

bring back the 
feelgood factor 


RK SPORT 35 


CHELSEA’S unlikely but 
worthy defeat of FC Bruges, 
securing them a place In the 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
sonHinal, was a reminder of 
pro fessio nal football’s almost 
forg otten function. If helps us 
sometimes to be happy and 
does our self-confidence, col¬ 
lective and individual, no end 
of good. 

There were a lot of happy 
people after the second leg of 
the quarter-final at Stamford 
Bridge on Tuesday, when 
Bruges were overhauled by 
goals from Stein and Furlong. 
It had not been supposed to 
happen, but it did The team 
off-form and wracked by inju¬ 
ry. with their captain out of 
prison on bail, pending an 
appeal outran the smart side 
from overseas. 

There was no evident xeno¬ 
phobia. Indeed, the Belgians 
were recognised for being 
clever. Yet the victory. 

ID achieved by unquenchable 
spirit, was somehow an echo 
of all our yesterdays, of Brit¬ 
ain's heritage of island sec¬ 
urity and self-esteem, which 
has become so eroded on 
almost every front. 

You could feel that those 
gleefully celebrating every 
successful home tackle, every 
clearance, every attack, every 
near miss, were rejoicing not 
just in being Chelsea support¬ 
ers but in being English. 
There is no crime in such 
nationalistic emotion, not 
when it is rational and con¬ 
tained. We can legitimately 



David Miller on an exceptional 
victory, against the odds, that 
proved to be the stuff of fantasy 


feel as proud of our football, 
national or club, as of Shake¬ 
speare, Elgar or Rolls-Rovce. 
Here was a victory that sent 
home 29,000 Chelsea support¬ 
ers feeling satisfied, and spec¬ 
ulating whether they might 
repeat that now distant Cup 
Winners' Cup glory of 1971 
against Real Madrid in Ath¬ 
ens, with the greats such as 
Cooke. Hudson and Chsgood. 

Chelsea share with West 
Ham a record of under¬ 
achievement; success is elu¬ 
sive and insubstantial, forever 
just around the comer. Like 
West Ham, Chelsea are some¬ 
how never quite as good as 
they ought to be. Oily for 
them, rubbing shoulders with 
the Kings Road posh set. the 
regular disillusionment is the 
more painful. Their dreams 
do not just fade and die. they 
tend to splatter against some 
wall, too often named 
Manchester United. Liverpool 
or Tottenham. 

Football the way it was on 
Tuesday night — and just as it 
was between Liverpool and 
Tottenham in the FA Cup 
quarter-final last Saturday — 
can hardly be bettered- It is 
live theatre, without knowing 
the plot or the conclusion, and 
with all the anxiety and joy 
that such uncertainties can 


bring. Emotionally, it is the 
physical equivalent of sitting 
at the wheel of a Ferrari, 
infinitely multiplied by being 
shared with thousands of 
others. 

Football is largely ignored 
by politicians, unless it pro¬ 
vides a picture opportunity, 
and scorned by most intellec¬ 
tuals and academics, who are 
largely remote from the need 
for bonding, either as partici¬ 
pants or spectators. Ordinary 
folk spontaneously under¬ 
stand these streams of life. 

Two men of intellect, Priest¬ 
ley and Giraudoux, the French 
novelist and playwright, took 
a more enlightened view. Foot¬ 
ball offers, Priestley wrote, a 
life of fantasy “away from 
clanking machinery, a splen¬ 
did kind of life hurtling with 
conflict yet passionate and 
beautiful in its art’' Girau¬ 
doux wrote: “Fbotball is the 
king of games. All the great 
games of man are played with 
a ball ... that thing which 
most easily escapes from the 
laws of life ... that commits 
effects that are sublime.” 

Chelsea's football may have 
been less than sublime on 
Tuesday night, but the fantasy 
will continue for a month, for 
a year. Until the next such 
time. 



Furlong, who scored Chelsea’s second goal battles for possession at Stamford Bridge 


Kenna poised to sign for Blackburn 



Kenna: transfer talks 


JEFF KENNA, the Southampton de¬ 
fender, was poised to join Blackburn 
Rovers last night in a £1.5 million 
transfer. Kenna withdrew from the 
Southampton squad to face West Ham 
United at the Del I last night to fly north 
for talks with Kenny Dalglish, the 
Blackburn manager. 

“Blackburn made an offer which we 
accepted,” Lawrie McMenemy, the 
Southampton director of football, said. 
“We told Jeff and naturally he wanted 
to talk to them. We will be sorry to lose 
him because Alan Ball and l have 
watched him make very good 
progress." 

The Ireland international, 24. who 
joined the dub as a trainee, has missed 
only two matches this season. Dalglish 


wants him as cover after selling Alan 
Wright to Aston Villa for £1 million. 

John de Wolf, the Wolverhampton 
Wanderers defender, has suffered a 
setback in his recuperation after carti¬ 
lage surgery in Rotterdam. The Hol¬ 
land international, who was injured 
against Sunderland last week, re¬ 
turned to hospital suffering from a 
blood dor in his right leg. 

Graham Taylor, the Wolves manag¬ 
er, said: “It was a shock to hear that he 
has had to go back into hospital 
especially after the earlier good news 
we had that there was no ligament 
damage in his right knee." 

The'development casts doubts over 
de Wolfs ability u> return for the 
Endsleigh Insurance League first divi¬ 


sion play-offs, should Wolves be 
involved. 

Bfiiy Kirkwood, a youth coach with 
Rangers, has emerged as the favourite 
to succeed Ivan Golac. who was 
dismissed as manager of Dundee 
United on Tuesday. He is highly- 
regarded as a coach and played for the 
Tannadice dub from 1976-1986. Kirk¬ 
wood will, nonetheless, have to ponder 
the advisability of leaving the Scottish 
champions. ~- 

There has been controversy over 
United’s interest in their former player, 
with allegations that Rangers were 
contacted regarding his availability 
before Golac had been sacked. The 
United chairman, Jim McLean, was 
unavailable for comment. 


The Celtic manager. Tommy Bums; 
has been fined £1000and banned from 
the touchline until the end of the season 
by the Scottish Football Association. 
Bums had been called in front of the 
disciplinary committee because of an 
incident at the end of a premier 
division match against Partkk Thistle 
in January when he had gone into the 
referee’s room to have words with the 
referee. Bobby Orr. 

The former Albion Rovers manager. 
Tom Spence, has been fined £300 
because of his comments to referee, 
George Clyde, after the third division 
match against Alloa on January 14. 
Now out of football, he was also 
banned from the touchline for a year 
should he return to the game. 


Sunshine 
season 
to receive 
trial run 
in Wales 

By Christopher Irvine 

AS THE debate about sum¬ 
mer rugby league intensifies, 
a small but significant first 
step has been taken in Wales 
with the launch of a sunshine 
league. 

“It win allow the game to be 
played in the best weather 
conditions and. hopefully, pro¬ 
duce entertaining, top quality 
matches,” Clive Millman, the 
Welsh Rugby League (WRL) 
chief executive, said yesterday. 

The WRL is in its infamy, 
but already has plans for more 
amateur chibs, in addition to 
tile eight at present in mem¬ 
bership, as well as a summer 
festival in Swansea and 
Gwent. 

The concept of summer 
rugby league is gathering 
ayyweight support in the 
traditional enclaves. The 
chairmen of Wigan, Bradford 
and Oldham have come out 
strongly in favour, and there 
has been a shift of opinion at 
league headquarters. 

Suggestions of a March- 
October season no longer 
cause looks of horror. Maurice 
Lindsay, the chief executive, is 
not yet a convert, but has said 
the arguments are persuasive. 
Whether they are sufficiently 
strong to displace fears about 
rugby league muscling in on 
an already congested British 
sporting summer remains to 
be seen. 

Lindsay’s evidence today to 
tiie National Heritage select 
committee hearing into rela¬ 
tions between rugby league 
and rugby union will be based 
on a paper which contends 
that union's amateur regula¬ 
tions have deliberately ob¬ 
structed league expansion 
efforts. 

The derision of the Interna¬ 
tional Rugby Fbotball Board 
this week to allow league 
players to return to union after 
a three-year suspension period 
was described by Lindsay as 
meaningless. “It is typical erf 
the nonsense that rugby 
league has had to put up with 
for a hundred years.” he said. 
“How on earth do the rugby 
union authorities expect any¬ 
one in league to agree to 
legislation whereby a sports¬ 
man cannot play either code 
for three yeare? 

“Sports administrators are 
supposed to care for the needs 
of athletes but. as usual, rugby 
union administrators care tit¬ 
tle for the sportsmen them¬ 
selves. only for their selfish 
political interests.” 


Fifth seed 
meets his 
match in 
Nielsen 

ANDERS NIELSEN fol¬ 
lowed his unexpected capture 
of the En glish natio nal bad¬ 
minton title last month with 
one of the best wins of his 
career in the first round of the 
Yonex All-England champi¬ 
onships in Bir mingham yes¬ 
terday (Richard Eaton writes). 
Nielsen, 28, who lives in 
Wimbledon, overcame the 
fifth seed, Dong Jiong, 15-10. 
15-8 at the National Indoor 
Arena. 

Nielsen has rarely played 
better than he did against his 

Chinese opponent, who won 
the Asia Cup last year. 
Another firstday surprise 
was the defeat of Joko 
Suprianto, of Indonesia, who 
won the world championship 
in the same arena nearly two 
years ago. 

RAF on target 

Hockey; Graham Cartmeil 

and Nefl POwefl, who play for 
Guildford, were the key fig¬ 
ures for the RAF in the 2-0 
victory over the Royal Navy 
in the services championship 
at Cannock yesterday. Barrel! 
and Burresford scored after 
short corners in the first half. 

Ebdon goes out 

Snooker: Ronnie CySuffivan. 
who had dispatched Stephen 
Hendry, beat Peter Ebdon 5-1 
in the quarter-finals of the 
Thailand Open in Bangkok. 

Thrilling final 

Rackets: John Pram and 
James Male beat the 
favourites, Willie Boone and 
Tim Cockroft, 15-3,13-16,7-15, 
156,10-15,153.1512 to win the 
Lacoste amateur doubles 
championship yesterday in 
one of the most exerting finals 
of recent years. 

Paul Kipkoech 

Athletics Paul Kipkoech. Ke¬ 
nya's former world 10,000 
metres champion, died at his 
home in Kapsabet on Tues¬ 
day after a shoot illness, 
according to reports from 
Nairobi Kipkoech. who was 
33, won his world title in 
Rome in 1987. 

Fine recovery 

Bowls: England, who trailed 
by 17 shots with only 17 ends 
left to play, recovered to beat 
Wales. 134-132, in the home 
international tournament at 
Nottingham yesterday. 


to 







Sheehan on bridge 



▼▼ 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

You are sitting East defending 3NT. North opened One 
Diamond. South bid 1NT and North bid 3NT. Your partner 
leads the seven of hearts, presumably his fourth highest heart 

♦ AQ4 
VK43 
♦AQJ96 
*K4 


" * ■ 


*J93 
VAJ95 
♦ K63 
+ QJ2 


The declarer plays low from dummy. Which card do you play? 


are various ways of 
«at this problem, 
correct first principles 
I is to ask yourself, 
what holding can the 
*e fourth highest? Here 
esnt take long — you 
ind another one after 
spotted Q10 8 7. 
nk it is important to 
land this complete enu- 
mi method However 
no denying that in 
rases it can be quite 
msuming . Most good 
use a rule of thumb 
needs things up - the 
Eleven. The mechanics 
that you subtract your 
■’s lead from 11. That 
ou the number of cards 
■ dummy. j'Ourself. and 
r which are higher 
hit partner’s card, 
is why it works. The 
in bridge range from 

burteen(jack = llaa- 

ifvou subtract a card s 
om fourteen .that tells 
w many are ■ * 
who leads fourth high- 
exactiy three of them. 


Hence it follows that by 
subtracting the card’s rank 
from II vou know how many 
cards the other three players 
have which are higher than 
the card led. (Say your partner 
leads the two. There are 12 
higher cards, of which he has 
three. So there are nine higher 
cards between the other three 
hands. Eleven less two is nine 
— magic isn’t it?) 

In today’s hand partner has 
led the seven; hence there are 
four cards above the seven 
between vou. dummy and 
declarer. You can see all four, 
so if you play the five the seven 
will hold the trick. Now your 
partner can continue hearts. 
You will take four hearts and 
eventually the king of 
diamonds. 

The declarer's hand is: 

±K86 *62 

♦ 10 8 4 * A10 8 7 3 

Note that if you play a higher 
heart at trick one your side 
will not be able to cash four 
heart tricks, and the contract 
will be made. 


WOREUWATGHWG 
By Philip Howard 


ndry- 

pipes 

islied 


TOCHAR1SH 

a. A language 

b. Cheeky. 

c. A Scottish clan 

SEAU 

a. A bucket-Uke vessel 

b. A French sandal 

c. Fine artist's canvas 


Answers on page 38 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Lead shared 

With two rounds to go in the 
Linares tournament, the 
strongest annual competition 
in the world, a win by the 
Ukranian Grandmaster Vass¬ 
ily Ivanchuk has brought him 
level at the head of the 
standings with the FIDE 
champion, Anatoly Karpov. 
White: Evgeny Bareev 
Black: Vassily Ivanchuk 
Linares, March 1995 

Queen’s Indian defence 


35 Ke3 

b2 

36 Bxb2 

Rxb2 

37 Pxd5 

Nb6 

38 d6 

f5 

39 Nbl 

Nd5+ 

White resigns 



Diagram of final position 


1 

d4 

NI6 

2 

C4 

e6 

3 

Nf3 

b6 

4 

Nc3 

BW 

5 

Qb3 

c5 

6 

Bf4 

Oft 

7 

e3 

ds 

8 

Rdl 

NbcT7 

9 

cxd5 

Nxd5 

10 

Bg5 

Qc7 

11 

Bc4 

cxd4 

12 

BwJ5 

Bxc3+ 

13 

twc3 

exd5 

14 

cxd4 

Ba6 

15 

Nd2 

Rlea 

16 

Oa3 

Ob7 

17 

f3 

Rac8 

18 

■Db3 

BC4 

19 

Qa3 

Bh5 

20 

Rbl 

Qa6 

21 

Oxa6 

Bxa6 

22 

Kt2 

Rc2 

23 

Rhdl 

fl6 

24 

BM 

Rec6 

25 

a3 

RSc3 

26 

Bd6 

Rd3 

27 

Bb4 

BD5 

28 

a4 

3xa4 

29 

Ral 

Bb5 

30 

Ra3 

Rxa3 

31 

Bxa3 

Ba4 

32 

Bel 

b5 

33 

d4 

b4 

34 

Rei 

b3 


8 



7 



8 

£ . ± 

5 


% ± 

4 

A 


3 



2 

s 


1 

5 

s. ... 


d e f g h 

The latest scores al Linares; 

Karpov and Ivanchuk P ports oU of II. 
Shnov 7; Topefav and KhaHman 6l5; 
Befcavsfcy 6: Uescas and Tntotov S.5: Drear 
5. Short Lauder. Sohdov and LJubojevic 4; 
Atopan 3 

Schools championship 

The zonal winners in the 
British schools championship, 
sponsored by The Times, are: 

wnhodea Cotege. Belfast Penh Ffah 
School, Roys) Grammar School. Nswcasife. 
Lancaster Royal Grammar School: 
Manchester Gramma School. Bailey 
Grammar Srhnot Btoecoat. Liverpool: 
Queen Mary’s Boys. Walsall: Arden. Sot- 
hul: Stanford. King’s. Peterborough; Ips¬ 
wich: Behop Wordsworth’s. Sotebuy. 
MonmoLtfi, Torquay Boys Grammar 
School; Trim. Orel's HospnaJ. Horsham: 
Uadsune Grammar School: Trrtv. Croy¬ 
don. Si PauTs. London: Haberdashers' 
Aske's. Sstrae; Orel's College, Fidtop 
Hampton. Soumend Boys' Ugh School; St 
Teresa's RC Pnmary School. 

Las Palmas 

After a draw in game five the 
PCA Qualifying match be¬ 
tween Gate Kamsky and 
Viswanathan An and m Las 
Palmas is still level pegging at 
25 points each. 


WINMNGMOVE 


By Raymond Keene 


This position is from the game 
Ashley - Zso Pol gar, Bermuda 
1995 , 'Here White played 1 
Qxg7+ and after 1 ... Qxg7 2 
Bxg7+ Kxg7 3 Rxd6 he had 
regained his sacrificed pawn 
and went on to win. However, 
he missed something much 
more terminal. What should 
he have played instead? 

Solution, page 38 


1M 82fA 

w*.* 

J ;X( sb *$3 

"■—-Mi* '• MMt' ■ 1 
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FOOTBALL 


BASS IRISH CUP: Quarter-flnata: 
LoughgaH UldO UnfleW t teet). Postponed: 
CBtonwIe y Portadown. 

AVON NSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dMsion: Wknbtodon 1 Lion 1. Second 
dMsion: Canid 0 BsnW^ham 3 
SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE; Sec¬ 
ond dMsion: Reading 0 Bristol Rovers 0. 

Late results on Tuesday 
CUP WINNERS' CUP; Quarter-final, mo- 
ond leg: Chelsea 2 FC Bruges 0 (egg 2-1). 
FA CABLING PREMtERSMP: Oyaal PaF 
ace 2 Sheffield Wednesday 1. Liverpool 2 
Coventry 3. 

ENDSLBGH INSURANCE LEAGUE Fire! 
rfiviteon: MsfcSesbrough 1 Boroday 1: 
CWham 1 Nods County l; Port Vato 1 Stofce 

1 Second dJvtaion: Wmxharn 3Rotf¥*h3m 

1; York 0 Wycombe a Third dMsion: Bury 3 
Barnet 0. Walsall 2 Darington o 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD: Northern 
area finaL second leg: Rochdale 2 Carfsie 
1 lagg: 3-5}. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premier 
dMsion; Patrick 0 Motherwell 0 Second 
dMsion: Dumbarton 5 StenhausamMr 1; 
Greenock 4 Clyde 1. 

SOB LORD TROPHY; Semi-finals: Ftest 
teg: Macclesfield 2 Efcomsprove 1. Second 
lag: Dagenham and Redbridge 2 Kettering 
4 (act 3-4 on agg. KattOTig win on away 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier tS- 
vrsion: Cheltenham 1 Dcrchesta t; Grestey 
1 Chelmsford 0. Southern dMsion: 
Burnham 1 Yale 1; Ctewdon 4 Wealdssone 
2: Margate 2 Erilh and Betesdere 3: Poote 0 
Weston-super-Mare 2. Weymouth 1 
BaSdocK 1. Midland cfivfeton: Amwage 2 
Moor Green & Bedworth 0 Bteaun 3. 
Evesham 2 Nuneaton 0, Grantham 0 
Stourbridge 1; RC Warwick 2 Lacester Utd 
Z Tamoonh 1 SMton Coldfield 0. 
DIADORA LEAGUE: Fksi rfiwskm: 
Berkhameted 2 Hsybndge 1: Bonham 
Wood 4 Abtegcfcn Town 0: Chensey 2 
Bognor Regis 0; Dotfdng 0 Bfencay 3; 
Wonting 0 Newbury 0. League Cupc 
Fourth comet Marlow 2 FttcNnO Socra- 
final. second log: Duterich 1 Sough 2. 
UNBOND LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: 
MaOocfc 5 WNOey Bay 1. Brat (tension: 
Aihenon LRO Lancaster 0; Farsiey Caftc z 
Wcrtsop Z Harrogate Town 1 Great 
Harwood 5; NetfterfieW 1 Grama 2. 
PONTMS LEAGUE; Second dMsion: 
Gnmsby 7 Btecfcpoo! 0. 

FA! HARP LAGER CUP: Second rouid: 
ago Rovers 0 Gelway Utd 0. 

KOMCA LEAGUE OF WALES; Holywell 0 
Bangor C4y2 

SMIRNOFF nSH LEAGUE: Crusaders 1 
Bangor a 

WILKINSON SWORD LEAGUE CUP; Sec¬ 
ond round: Omagh Town 2 Ards 3. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier dMsion: Gtesshoughton 1 Ma*by 
MW 4; OssGU Town 1 Bdpef ToiMl 1. 
CAFQJNG NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: First dMsion: Cbadderion 0 
Burscough 5; Mane Road 1 Eastwood 
Hanley 3. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Find di¬ 
vision: BAT 0 Easfagh fr. Bemerton Heath 
Hart 1 Cowes Sports 1; Ihatcham 2 
Portsmouth RN1. 

PARASOL COMBINED COUNTES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dwision: Chtpstead s 
Menaham ft Horioy Town 2 Manama 1; 
Wang Sports 3 ftsppardi. 
WM7TONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: first 
dMsion: Faversham Town 0 Furness 3: 
Heme Bay 0 Ramsgate 0; Trrtndge Wfels 
1 Chatham Town 5. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: Durham Cay 2 West Auckland 1; 
R T M Newcastle 2 Ditbsoit FB1; To* Low 
Town 7 Murton 0. 

JEWSON LEAGUE: Premier tWsox 
Fgkenham Town □ Wtedach Town 3; 
Havana Rcwm o Comaid LW1; Lowstafi 
Town 4 Walton Utd ft Newmarket Town 1 
Chtetens Town 1; Tiptree utd 0 Dtss Town 
4; Wtoxhan 4 Great YanrKXrti Town 1 
FA YOUTH CUP: filth round reptay. 
Manchester City 3 Sunderland 1 (ae(). 

SCHOOLS RESULTS; English Schoofe 
amdeere Under-19 Trophy. THtd rouid: 
3 Benedia's, Derbyshire 2. SprowsKn HS. 
Not* 1 


CRICKET 


NEW 7EALAND v SRI LANKA 
Napier first Test match 
SRI LANKA: FfcM Innings 183 (A 
Ranatunga 55). 

Second Inninas 

A P Gurusinha bw b Larsen-B 

D P Samaraweera run out ... -.6 

S Ranteunga tw b Larsen .. 7 

P A deSfivacPHioreb Morrison.62 

HPTUekaatnac Young b Nash.74 

*A Ranatunga b Motraon--28 

tC I Dtinuonghe b Momson ... 91 

C P Vaac b WnJmrJey___36 

G P VKdcrema3inghe c sub b Larsen _ 16 

M Murattharan na ou -- -.10 

R FWipakumara c PSrae b Morrison ... 0 

Extras (b 2. b 7, nb 5)-- 14 

Tom_382 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-14. MI. 3-22, 
4-121,5-165,6-205.7-294,8-323,9452. 
BOWUNG: Nash 36-12-67-1; Walrnsiey 38- 
7 -112 -1; Larsen 39-13-73-3; Thomson 63- 
10-0, Momson 253-661 -4. 

NEW ZEALAND: fins IrtningB 109 (C P 
Vaas 5 tor 47). 

Second Innings 

B A Young c SamaraMoera b Mundtharan 14 

D L Uiray c (Xnus^ghe b Vtaas-36 

M J Gremutch c Ttlaterane 

b Murattharan .. 46 

S P Fleming c Meteratne b MuraUharan 0 
*KR Rutherford cLXncngheb Vaas . 20 
S A Thomson c GwuSnha b MureBharan 4 
A C Raraa c Tlefearatna b MuraUharan 17 

G R Larsen na out —- 21 

D J Nash c Dunusinghe b Vaas-0 

O K Morrison c Gurusdnha b Vaas —.0 

KGWatrrdeycDunusin0hebVaas ...4 

Extras (b6,b1l, nb6)_. 23 

Total_185 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-37. 2-106. 3-108. 
4-11Z 5-141, 8-141.7-166. 8-181. 9-181. 
BOWLING: Wcteonaste^Kt 162-42-0: 
Vaas 264-1043-5. Pushrdunara 9-2- 
IB-OMnaithuraii 3615-6^5. 

Umpires: D Cowie | 

5 Randal f 

Sri Lenta wxi by 241 runs 

ATHLETICS 

VALENCIA. Spain: Indoor mealing: Marc 
60nr B Sutn (Can] ftS7Bec 400m: C Siva 
(For) 4636. 800m: M Chiarertnl 19) Imln 
47 ISsec 1500m: F Cacho ®j) 3.41JJ0. 
ftQOQm: M Canefias (SpJ 5-0361 (Euro¬ 
pean record). 60m hudes: A Johnson 
(US) Women: 409m: D ■ 

(§UQ SZB3. 800m; C S»remer«r 
2min01 TBsen 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Utah 
107 Orlando 96. Houeten 138 fidudetahia 
107. Chicago 106 Washington 93; New 
York 94 Denver 74; iMuajtoeSS Chartotte 
88. Sm Antonio 115 LSmeetfa 10ft 
Phoena 116 Damn 109; Porltend 121 
MWnm4; Seattle 113 Boston 93; Dates 91 
Sacramento 00. 

MENS BJROPEAN CHAMPIONS Ctff: 
Q u art a r-finate, second togg P g^ttmaigB 
to Botogria 55 flags tWM); UmooBB ra 

PeMolit) 65 (legs tied l-l); Redtiiahnd 
B2 Cbom&totb 70 (Red Madrid wm 2-Q): 
OfyirpUro® CSKA Moscow 77 (legs bed 

M). 

HOCKEY ■" 

INTER-SERVICES CHAMPIONSHIP: RAF 
Z Royal Navy 0 (a Cannock). 

BRITISH llWVERSmES CHAMPION- 
SHP. Women: final: Loughborougn 2 
Bristol 0 (a Sheffield). 


LACROSSE 


BFtfTlSH UNIVERSITIES SPORTS AS¬ 
SOCIATION CHAMPIONSW: Women; 
fink- Birmingham Urtvenfly 9, unfceraBy 
of Bnghlon 3 (al Rearing). 

SUNBURY: National schools toanamant: 
Boyd Cw (seniois): Semt-iwfito Dome 
House 1 Moreton HeD 5: Benendan 1 Si 
Albans 0. final; Benenclen 2 Morelon Hot 2 
[trophy shared). 


BADMINTON 


BIRMINGHAM: All-England chtenpton- 
ships: Marfe ainQteft: first round; t Hendra 

(S«te) W S ParayafEng) 1S12.15-11; T 

Wbpp(SiNdz)biABush(Ern) 12-15.15ft 
lM:HSusantoflncMbtR Knock {End 15- 
9.15ft H Sktefc »Way) ta PBurfi foiS 15- 
7. 15ft B Ftockhart [Seal) tt Pam Chen 

Malay) 16-14. 17-16: A Meisen (Eng) bt 

Dong JHong fCWna) 15-10, 15-ft J van 
Soariand IHoB] bt P Knowtcs (End 15ft 
15-7; Mohd Rosin Hashlm (Mday) W C 

Hauchton (Eng) 1511.151ft D Hal (Eng) 

brj Obson (Sue) 157. 152.. Seeped 
■Quirt Park Sung-woo <S Kor) U Sbpnerdo 
1511. 15»; F Penned (Tai) bt 


(Eng) 7-11. lift lift T Berg (Den) hr T 

Hafcin (Eng) 11-2. lift Lee JocHwun 
(SKOri M J vWfirrwt (Erig) lift 11-0: I 
Yaku3nova (Ruas) bt £ Cftattn (Eng) 11-3, 

11-7; Y Sartosa (todo) « A Gfason (Start) 

lift lift T Ma (Japan) bl S Dimbour 

(Watefi) lift 11-1. 


BOWLS 


ATHERLEY TROPHY (women’s todoar 
couty championship)- Sanfi-lmafa: Norft* 
134. Yorkshire 114; Surrey 117, Berkshire 
114. 


BOXING 


LEVAUOtS-PSIRET. fiance: European 
cnil 
AoueM 
hokter), 

NEW ORLEANS: BartanMre&tt bout 
Wayne McQjough 
Cordez (Men) rscTft 


iVflUOJKi-rtHHti. rranuo. curepenn 
ubenitGlgM championship: Prerca 
use! (Fn to Alexander Gum (lita, 
War), 3ra md. 


md. 


CYCLING 


TfiRBtO TO ADFUATCO RACE: fired 
stage (to and from Sm Benedetto del 
Trorto, 164 tatomefies)' 1. J Swrada 
(Stovataa) 4hr 25nin (Msec; 2. D 
Abdutapam (Uzbekistan). 3. G Caterio (B): 
4. Zkpnch (Pol); ft E Zabd (Gar): ft R 
Ragnei ft); at same lima final positiQns: 
iTs Cotaga (ft) 37hr 35rrwi 39ear. ft M 
FoncWest (I) at 22secs 3. D Konycheu 
(Ribs) al 27. 


GOLF 


LA MANGA Spate: Women’s European 
Tour qualifying Reboot Leaders after two 
rounds: 143: S DaUongewSe pi 73, TO. 

145: MArruti (Sp) 74,71.146: R Botes 73. 
73.147: L Brooky (NZ) 74. 73: T Flachar 
(Ger) 77.70.148: N fik (Austria) 72.76; D 
Booiar (As) 72,76; C Sorenstam (Sue) 7ft 



FOOTBALL 

European Cup VViniteis'Cup 
Quarter-final, second lag 

WAuxerra(1)v Arsenal (1) (7.30). 

FC Porto (1) v Sampdona (0) (S-3G) . 

Fto]Zaraga2apvFoyenocrd(1)(730) 
PONTB4S CENTRAL LEAGUE: first (5 
vision: Baton v Deity (70). Second 
dMsion: Burnley v Preston (7.15). 
ENGLISH SCHOOLS MATCHES: Premier 
League Undar-19 Trophy: Quaittrfiwt: 
Hunb^ade v Lancashire (al Seurehoree 
70). Snickere under-IB Trophy: ™d 
round replay. Northgate School, 
Suftofc v Arongly Cotege. susses (ft 
Cranes, Ipcmch, 20). 

OTHER SPORT 

BADMMTON: AS England champuneftpe 
(NHtonallndoor Arena, Bmwghann). 
BASKETBALL: Budwataar League (30): 
Bnniighani v Dcmwsw London Tourers v 
Thames vafley. 

BOWLS: Mot's Brtteh championships 
(Notfncriam) 

RUGBY UMON: Ctetfs match: Wtgiowv 
stm v Stewartiy (7 JO). 


ICE HOCKEY 


IE (NHL): 

New York Islander; 4; Dwrort 5 Los Angeles 
2: Btfato 2 Florida 1; New Jersey 4 Ottawa 
2; Vancouver 3 Wnrepeg 3: Edmonton 6 Si 
Lous 5 


RACKETS 


Qurors CUUB, London: tacoste Srillsh 
amateur doubles cftampionahlp: Fteat J 
Male and J fierei U W Boone and T 
Cocfcrofl 153. 151ft 7-15, 156. 1515. 
15ft 151ft 

REAL TENNIS 


LORD'S: British Lend amateur champ- 
tenshp-Ouarter-Gnafc l SnaDtXN O'Hagan 
51. 51. 50 


RUGBY UNION 


HBNBCEN LEAGUE Third tfivktert 
Tradagar 13 Mountain Ash 9. 

HOSPITALS’ CUP: final: St Mary's 3 
Chamg Cros&-WBftmtnstar 6. 

CLUB MATCHES: Abercan 10 Nswbndga 
20; Abercynon 15 Bumnor 0; Btara 28 
Abeoavon 31; Northampton 21 RAF 49; 
Neath 38 Cross Keys 22 Ponlypool 21 
Maesrsga}. 


SKIING 


BOfMO, Bate: World Cup event Men's 

downhtt 1, L Afchand (Ft) Imte 5350sec. 

2, A J Kid (US) 153 79; 3. L KuG (NDri 

15392:4. P Rzahak (Austrie) 1S396; 5. P 
Ortteb (Austria) 1^307: ft K Ghedro ft) 
1.5403. Worto Cup positions: DownMI 

(final): 1. Alphand 484pb; ft Ghatfina 473. 

3. CWfeb 426; 4, Asanger 419: ft J Strobl 

(Aus&h) 307:41, Q BbS (OBJ 2ft Ovwftfc 1. 

. _ . - ■ (SJovemo) 

)4. Bel 2ft 

(US) Irrrr 

38.41 sec: ft W2Bterr^aja (ftjss) 1:385(7. 
3. B Main ft) 138.71. 4, H Lrtfl (US) 
138-84; 5. K Sebtegar (Go) 13801.6. M 
138W World Cop 

3. SoMrS+lK 4, Zeterctee 

416 Ovcrafc 1, VSchnader (Suite) 1.119: 
ft Seteraar 1,100; 3. H £ter0BsWar 
cawitz) 1.012- 


SNOOKER 


BANGKOK ThsBand Open: Second 
round: J Wfttana (ThoQ bl W Thoma (Enfl) 


SQUASH 


B3GBAST0N PRIORY: National schools 
champtarah lpa: Boys: final: MUOetd bt 
Bcdesboume 5ft Girts: Fteat Genge 
Wason'G ft VMfcW 3ft 


TB«HS 


ST PETERSBURa Russia: Men's tour- 

nanw.t T IMdMon (US) W T Meter 



. 6-3. Second rourxfc J 
itH. 0 DaldB (Lafl 6ft 53; S 
Lareau (Con) bt AAntantedi(Areie») 2ft 
6-4, 7-5. 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


For marches ptayad March 11 
LiTTLEWOODS: Treble chanca 20»pte 
- £3304000; 20 - E3470O: 19K- - 
£5200; 19 —£675; 18» - £030. Fbw 
dro«K £19300. Ten homes £2.30. Fteo 
away*: £103815 

VSV40NS: Trebte chance (tour cteriends 
only, see ole Itf): SOJfttt — £10,77005; 
a - £9425; 19» — £1930:19 — SZ2S. 
Ten home s: £155 Rre mays £17950. 
ZETTERS; Treble chanca 21Kpts — 
£304830:21 -E3ft2J.aiy-E38.7D, 20 
—£1.00. For* draws: E11120. Four 
homers: £2300 Four awayc El00.40. 
Lucky nuntoeiK 24, n. 1.28.21.20 


xiJf> et >*g q j,,- -a w) o a wuj.o 



















































36 RACING _ 

Gold Cup takes centre stage at Cheltenham 

Master Oats in peak form 
to scale chasing’s summit 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 16 1995 


GEORGE SEUWVN 


NOT so long ago he was just a 
humble handicapper, whose 
horizons did not extend be¬ 
yond Southwell and Lingfield. 
let alone focus upon the jewel 
in jump racing's crown. 

Even at the start of this 
season, his owner and trainer 
dared to dream only of the 
Welsh National and possibly 
Ain tree, but this afternoon 
Master Oats can complete a 
rags-to-riches stoiy by win¬ 
ning the Tote Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. 

In many ways, the career of 
the strapping nine-year-old 
mirrors that of Burrough Hill 
Lad. the Jenny Pitman-trained 
chaser who scaled National 
Hunt's peak in 1984. Both 
horses started from ignomini¬ 
ous roots, both conquered an 
early aversion to fences, and 
both burst to prominence with 
crushing victories in the 
Welsh National. 

The similarities do not end 
there. There is more beast 
than beauty about both hors¬ 
es. whose giant physiques will 
have ensured their connec¬ 
tions many sleepless nights. 
The more powerful the thor¬ 
oughbred. it seems, the more 
fragile is his constitution. 
Master Oats is certainly no 
exception. A special stress-free 
training routine, involving 
regular canters in splendid 
isolation at Lamboum. was 
devised to suit his special 
needs. 

Like an errant child, his 
favoured playground is a 
mudbath, which best 
describes the terrain on which 
he has claimed his scalps this 
season. They range from the 
Grand National winner. Party 
Politics, to the Scottish Nat¬ 
ional winner. Earth Summit 
But his most significant vic¬ 
tory. and the one which con¬ 
vinced his nearest and dearest 
that an appointment here this 
afternoon was not mere fanta¬ 
sy', was gained at Cheltenham 
in January. 

After being restrained early 
on. Norman Williamson 
launched Master Oats at Bar¬ 
ton Bank. DubariHa and 
Young Hustler some five 
fences from the finish. The 
race collapsed as a contest 



Richard Evans expects the Bailey 
team to complete a memorable 
double in the Festival showpiece 


from that point Master Oats 
looks to have little to fear from 
those rivals today. 

The same cannot be said of 
Jodami. whose Leopards town 
defeat of the Irish hope. Merry 
Gale, and his subsequent 
homework has convinced 
Peter Beaumont that his dassy 
individual is right back to the 
form which saw him win this 
race two years ago. 

Although the rider of Merry 
Gale dropped his whip at a 
crucial stage of the run-in at 
Leopardstown. Jodami can 
confirm the form over a trip 
which will impose the maxi¬ 
mum strain on the stamina of 
the Irish challenger. However. 


of greater concern is Jodami *s 
record earlier this season 
which ended with him parting 
company on both occasions 
with Mark Dwyer. Add to that 
the historical point that no 
Gold Cup wmner, subse¬ 
quently beaten in the race, has 
reclaimed the prize and die 
balance is tipped against him. 

While Ireland may have to 
wait another year before they 
can savour Gold Cup success, 
last achieved by Dawn Run 
back in 1986. the French are 
doubly represented after the 
triumph of The Fellow last 
year. 

Algan. who took advantage 
of Barton Bank's last-fence 


BIG RACE UNE-UP^ < : i 

3.30 TOTE CHELTENHAM GOU) CUP CHASE H2H 

(Grade I: £122,540:3m 21110yd) (17 runners) 

301 >51315 ALBAN 19 (S) (Msquesa Be Motriata) F Oooraen (FrJ 7-12-0_PMfcpe Ctewte S3 

Rea bjht groen cap 

202 man BARTONBAKK 47(C,D.6 £)(MbJM aid)0M<Jiafcai9-12-0_ DBrtdgmttr 96 

Emeraft) peon, *au stars, emerald green cap, mtrea star 

303 22/BS13 BEECH ROAD 47(C/.GS) (Mi T Grate) G Battog 13-12-0._APMcCoy 70 

Brown, bum aoss-bate, orange Motes end cap 

304 143141 COMUBiCIAL ARTIST 35 (6.S) (ttsOTtaupsonJV (tanc (to) 9-12-0 CBoraoes 74 

PWi. puple Cross-beis, hooped utoewss. prrptB cap 

305 OP-5011 DEB 1 BRAMBLE40(GS)(PBeta)PMcboSsB-12-0_CMude 85 

Dark Oeen. wfna? chevron. Fgta green starves, dork green and nrtta mock cap 

306 F45431 RASMNG STS. 18 (C.&S) (C tatfiqf) J IMwn (to) 10-12-0_JOtaorao S3 

Block, blue sash and cap 

307 312421 JOOAM39(CD-F.OS) M Yeadai) PBeuratt 10-124_UDeyer 88 

Light gieen. black sash, (tack and uMn hooped stomas and cap 

208 1FI-111 MASTER OATS 47 (Ca&S] (P Mtams) K Briny 9-12-0_BWras c a {§ 

BtacK chevron, cTwvrera on Seeves 

309 431F12 1CRRY 6M£ 39 (B.S) (H Statoy) J Draper (Ira) 7-12-0_G Brariey 85 

Wtotte. ydb* Osmonds. yeftwr sleeves. qumtead cap 

510 SfYlOM lan&OUA 68 (MJASJIF Stin) unps 12-12-0_RDwwnfr 91 

Rad. ye*w star and sleeves, yeao* C&. rad star 

311 1-34241 M0MSEUR l£ CURE 21 (C.G£) (H Bran) JEdant; 9-12-0_PMran 79 

Orange, btock and write hooped cap 

312 12ZZ31 NUAETE 19 (D.GS) V Ooytt) P fifty (te) 10-12-0_S ODonoran 72 

Oartt green tea cftenaef an 6aoy. red damands an sleeves and cap 

313 1F-3G25 ROYAL ATHLETE 12 (CJLF.&5) (G&LJaftnm) MraJPftmn 12-12-0 WMssin BO 

Oar* Ua mmb stems. dark blue seams, red cap. dark Uue spots 

314 6-03236 5EC0ND SCHHX1AL 39 (C^.GS)Mte A AfdUna(ke) 10-12-0_K O'Brien 80 

Rusl. peon sash and cuffs, quartered cap 

315 12-2111 WU. O"AL0ffi 19 (ESI {Udaf Derate) (Fr) 8-12-0_Attn** 01 

Blue and resow hoops, blue sleaee. blech cap 

316 6-15442 VtXMG HUSTLER 35 (GJIF.F.GIS) (G MacEctoB) N T-Oms 8-1Z-0— CLkwdyn 87 
tkrkbSe. yoOow stripe, yefoer steeves. rtakbtoe armlets and star on y&knecap 

317 3-18252 DMJACLLA47 (C.&S) |H Csfe) D Nicftofeon 9-11-9_OGdbfer 89 

Oath blue, pmh cap. dark blue star 

BETTING: tt-* Iteter tan. 9-2 Man. 8-1 MbafeMm, 9-1 Bartn Bsrt. Meny GAfl. Uoneer Le On, Vjf 
0 «o». ID-1 AJgjn. 14-1 Deep Braarte. 261 Drinob. 40-1 Fbfttog Sfcet Yang taste. 50-1 Norite. 661 
Secad Stfatori. 100-1 Commend Ams. 1S0-1 Beech Rost Boyd ABWo. 

IBM: HE FELLOW 9-12-0 A Xmkri (7-1) F Damn (Ft) 15 an 


S ODanaran 72 


tumble to win the King 
George VI Chase, and Val 
D’Alene, successful in the 
Racing Post Chase, are both 
trained by Francois Doumen, 
who handles The Fellow. 

Both horses are likely to be 
held up and. if previous races 
are any guide, will be towards 
the outside of the chasing 
pack. A faster strip of ground 
near the inside rail may mean 
they have to plug through the 
worst of the sticky patches of 
going. If the form book is to be 
believed, both must find con¬ 
siderable improvement on 
their first run here to win. 

Monsieur Le Cure, last 
season's top staying novice 
chaser, returned to some kind 
of form when winning at 
Win can ton last month. By 
chance, tire horse he beat that 
day. Sunley Bay, finished 
third to Master Oats at 
Lingfield 14 months ago since 
when the victor has improved 
by 40fb according to the 
official ratings. 

The ground may have just 
dried up too much for 
Munnefaoma. who possesses 
plenty of speed in addition to 
reserves of stamina which 
enabled him to win the 1994 
Grand National- 

Twelve months ago Deep 
Bramble finished six lengths 
adrift of Martin Pipe's chaser, 
bathe has gone from strength 
to strength since moving to 
Paul Nidiolls’s yard in the 
West Country and he can 
make the frame 

However, for the winner 
look no further than MAS¬ 
TER OATS, who can com¬ 
plete a memorable Festival for 
Kim Bailey and Norman Wil¬ 
liamson. who were victorious 
with Alderbrook in the Cham¬ 
pion Hurdle. 

( RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: DORANS PRIDE 
(2.50 Cheltenham] 

Next best: Gadstrom 
(5.15 Cheltenham) 

Thunderer foSowed up Tuesday's tr^-rsoe 
success mh Aldertrooi by seteang (wo 
7-1 FesavaJ tenors yesterday. Putty Road 
and From Line, and Kadi (11-2) Acta rtf 
Evans pave VBc ing Flagship (5-2) 



\ \ 

\ 



The progressive Master Oats, unbeaten this season, is a warm favourite for the Cheltenham Gold Cup 

7 r COMPREHENSIVE FORM FOR THE 17 


ALGAN 

Feb 25. Kempton, heavy: see Val D'Alene. 

Dec 25. Kempton, soft: il 1-10) beat Monsieur Le Cure 
(11-101 2M Wtti Second Schedua! m-lDl head i:z. 
Youw Hus8er (11-10) 41 4th and Barron Ban*, IMS' 
dear when unseated last (3m grade l ch 5S 5S5. 9 -a r ■ 

BARTON BANK 

Jan 28. Cheltenham, heavy: see Master Oats. 

Dec 26. Kempto n . soft: see Algan. 

Oci 29, Wetharby. good see Youog Hustfsr 

BEECH ROAD 

Jan 28. Cheltenham, heavy- (10-51321 3rd ro Co 1 -'" Be 
Better (IOC) (2m SI. n'cap ch. £8.403.10 rarv. 

Jan 14. Chetenham. good to soft- (11-71 beet Juxbeeu 
(10-10) 151 (am 51. heap ch. E&97D. 8 ran). 

Dec 10. Chetenham, good to soft see Nuaffe. 

Nov iz CheBenham. good to soft: see Second SchedioL 

COMMERCIAL ARTIST 

Feb9. Thurtes. heavy: (12-0) beaEvetdtll-iv, 9 '2rr4i. 
gd R ch. £9.675. 7 ran). 

Feb 5, Leopasdsunvn. soft lo he *jy see JodamL 
Dec 28. Leopardstown. heavy (12-0) oea Nuafle i.n-i1> 
131 wuh Basing Steel (12-0) cAstanc? 3.-d end Meny Gale 
(11-11) fell 3rd (3m. gd II ch. £33.500.5 ran) 

Nov 12. Chetenham good»so« see Second ScfseduaL 

DEEP BRAMBLE 

Feb 4. Sandown, sott-(11-10) teal Supers Fins.-.0-7> = 
With Royal Athlete (11-12) 2216th (2m 113yd. gd I 1 n'cas- 
Ch. £19.560.11 ran) 

Jan 7. Sandown. good ia soft. (Ti-3; tea: Praendt Sc, 
00-12)1 Jl wohDubacffla H2-0) H.lStntSmS'. -'caci- 
£17587.10 ram. 

Nov 26. Newbury, good lo soft: see Commercial Ans*- 
Oct 29. Wethertry. good see Young Ftustter. 

Mar 17. Cheltenham, good see JodamL 

FLASHING STEEL 

Feb 26. Farytiouse, soft 112-0. iea: Uzter. Crass (i-~ = 

(3m if. h'cap ch. £6.eS0.4 rani 

Dec 28, Leopardstown heavy see Commercial Artist 


Zy. :c rta-.i" : 12-0)6:*' 3rd n 3an Ov.-ot (9-9j 

,c~ .- CT. £6 E:0 6 rar.i 

Mar 17. Cr.e le ma m good see Jodami. 

JODAMI 

= er 5 _ecc anJs - c.-/r. sell io tea -12-0. beat Many 
Gale '12-51 2' *nh Nuaffe .12-0) >v. Commercia) Artist 
>. 4m arc Second Schedua) r 12-C) d<-sance Iasi 
;iicr. ££Z r=0 .6 ran 

:-r: .'.etnerbv g:r.j. ‘12-0. eu:. rem^jneo 2nd 

:: Ccce-: »10-13) i3m 110yc h eat, di £13 2 &:i 3 ran), 
•.tar " Vei O-^ienhan ,13-0. i tl 2nd 10 The 

-z "2-Cj iMf. Young Hustler (12-01 41 3rd Flashing 

Steel ri-y- n.1 4in. Mimnehoma ii2-0> I2’.l 7rh and 
Deeo Bramble 112-O1 shiwiJvead Bn-. .3m 2f 1 njyd. gd l 
L‘~6.. 0. 15rani 

MASTER OATS 

.ar 2= L' - -e : I4rham. heavy: (11-6) tear Dubadlfa (11-5) 
if: r.- ~ Banon Bank it 1-12) 3rd and Young Hustler 
"M2; 5. 4di i3m *! 110-,-d. ch. £13.615 7ran) 

Dec 3i Ne-ATury. hes.y. 111 -€■) t-eat Earth Summa (10- 
12) 2C- 12m 6f ft ch £24 466 8 ran). 

4;: 9 A,rjree hea-.y see Mfinnehoma. 

MERRY GALE 

=?b £ Lecparcstc-.vr soft to Iwavy see Jodami. 

C-rs 23 Lecpardsidvvr, hea.y see Commercial ArtssL 

M1INNEHOMA 

J-2T7 Ha-:sr.sdC ni-6) beat Genera) Fsrshmg fiO-7) 
22 2r- 41 ft at. tb. £17.211 3 rar.) 

-Z!s 4jrrr^ hea.y H0-8) baa Just So (10-3) 1’il with 
Young Hustler .'0-'.2. Crcuoht down 11th and Master 
Oats :el* : jift ~rr. 1 : gd 1:1 n'.ap ch. £115.606. 36 
■a-, 

"V 1 Vs- CheCerham. good see JodamL 

MONSIEUR LE CURE 

=5rI3 Y.rcaracr. sen ill-7) tealSurte'.Ba/ii 1-213« 
• 2-.-10 226.6 ran) 

-a- 2' Ha,p:>.r<a-.-v : ‘ 0-2. raj'ed eft Iasi behind Earth 
l. —2.T. !imr.saD'3i £.15625 4 ran) 

25=26 -5-rcrx isft see Algan. 

Ze: Cfteterham. geed te soft: see Nuafle. 


NUAFFE 

Feb 25. Haydrxk. heavy-(10-11} beat RiwrsaJe Etoy (10-13) 
VI pm 41110yd, h'cap Ch. £25.523, ID rai). 

Feb 5. Leopardstown. heavy, aoe Jodami 
Dec 28. Leopardstown. heavy, see Commercial Artist. 
Dec 10. Chetenham good to sole (10-0) sh hd 2nd to 
Dutrtn Flyer (10-2) with Monsieur Le Cure (i 1,-21 BVl 48i 
an>1 Beech Road (104)) 1 tl 5ih (2m 51 h'cap cK £38,386, 
11 ran). 

ROYAL ATHLETE 

Mar 4. Doncaster, good: (10-11) 3715lh 10 Cab On Target 
(12-0) (3m 110yd. h'cdp hdl. £4.816.9 ran) 

Feb 4. Sandown. soft see Deep Brambte. 

SECOND SCHEDUAL 

Feb 5. Leopardstown, heavy: see JodamL 
Dec 26, Kempton. soft: see Algan. 

VAL D'ALENE 

Feb 25. Kerrpton. heavy: (11-2) beat Southall (10-2) 38 with 
Aigan (11-10) laried aft 5 bi (3m. gd A h'cap at, £29.700.9 
ran) 

YOUNG HUSTLER 

Feb 9. Wncarfton, soft. (12-0) 21 2nd to Garrison Savannah 
(11-10) (2m 5), ch. EE.872,5 ran). 

Jan 28. Cheftertum. heavy- see Master Oats. 

Dec 26. Kemp:on. soft- see Algan. 

Dec 17. Ascot good’ see DubacMa. 

Oa 29. Wethwby, good: (11-10) bed Rai For Free (11-2) 
151 wdi Deep Bramble (11-10) 35) 5th and Barton Bank 
(t 1-10) beaten 2nd when feR 2 oul 
Apr 9. Amtree. heavy: see MHnnehoma. 

Mar 17 1994, Cheltenham, good: see Jodami. 

DUBACILLA 

Jan 28. Cheaenham. heavy see Master Oats. 

Jan 7, Sandown. good to soft: see-Oeap Brambia. 

Dec 17. Ascot good (11-3) 1X12nd to RaymyfcfflellOB) 
with Yeung Hustler (12-0) 12MI 5lh (3m 110yd, h'cap^ft. 
E21.036.Bwi). 1 

Nov 28. Newbiry, good to soft: see ConvnarcW Artist 
Selection: VAL 0*ALB4E 


CHELTENHAM 


2 .15 Bafanak 
250 Cytxjrgo 
330 Jodami 


THUNDERER 

4.05 River Bounty 
4.40 Thumbs Up 
5.15 GAELSTROM (nap) 
5^0 Blast Freeze 


GOING: SOFT (HEAVY IN PLACES) _ 

2.15 DAILY EXPRESS TRIUMPH HURDLE 
(Grate 1:4-Y-0: £39,098:2m If) (28 rurmere) 


101 

6620 

102 

2612 

103 

111111 

104 

165 

6506 

106 

Til 

107 

1211 

in 

1121 

109 

341122 

no 

140 

111 

12151 

112 

221111 

113 

811 

114 

131411 

115 

0 

116 

3561 

117 

211340 

118 

516552 

119 

4221 

120 

111112 

121 

If 

122 

0 

1» 

63 

124 

3111 

125 

40 

128 

460133 

W 

11 

128 

161124 

BETTH& 7-2 Bata 

Swum. 16-1 U* 



6-1 team, 7-1 SBvoWe^*, I6t M^adcttm. 11-1 Grentacfc. Bart Tomto. 14-1 
(Hon. 70-1 dltoi Bea. Ureta DdOO. GcMm Aim. Ktsstt. 25-1 oIbs. 

1894: MYSLV 4-10-B4 U»*B (2-1 In] D Mdltfson 28 rai 

_ FORM FOCUS _ 

| tortfar (2m. huM. KtSSAB. ampiSeti doiide. 

i ted Mem 151 in 8-airar mnea tunllB a Wind- 



racelTne 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089 1-1 68-1 68 

ALL COMMENTARIES 

089 1-1 68-268 


flffOKf THE OFF' 



FESTIVAL 101201 


02202 

03 203 
22 222 





Large Action 
eyesAintree 

LARGE ACTION could be 
sent over fences next season 
after one more run over hur¬ 
dles this term. Hie Champion 
Hurdle second, to Alderbrook. 
is likely to run next at 
either Ain tree or Ayr. 

“Large Action is fine," 
Oliver Sherwood, his trainer, 
said. “As long as he continues 
to be. he will go to Ain tree. If 
that was too soon, we would 
go for the Scottish Champion 
Hurdle. 


<*UIDE TO CHELTEMmii 

THE NEW COURSE ••*•••• ^ 


lo races 
Hurdles 
Chases 


The Times Private Han dicapper's top rating: 3.30 MASTER OATS. 
Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.50 Halkopous. 

Brian Beet: 4.05 Double Silk. 

GUIDE TO OUR lN-UNE RACECAHD ^ 

101 113143 GOOD7BAES13 (BFJJG.5) (kksDhdteoftBH4112-0-BYfeS(7)08 

Ractcard mntxr. 5b-Rgn (ami (F —ten. P — raw. BF — bettn tenwtlB In Bed we). 
paUed up. U -iB aAd rtte . B- twxgtB Gong on Mridi lose tas m (F — (ton. grad ta 
gLir a Hggg-^— n -J*""L. "z: am. tent G-B0 «L S-sA good tone. 
S^tbiV-biSSs. V^vtoor. H- 2* •" Trrtn p_8qe_»il 

hood. E —EyesNekL C-caneram. D- Bide pte aiy alltwance The Tmas 

dnboca ram CO —coiisb ant iSstaoee Prints Hsterappe's. atng. 



2.50 B0KUSPRMT STAYBS HURDLE 

(Grade l £47,423:3m 110yd) (12 nmnets) 


201 /m^i 

202 RE0600 

203 23*4131 

204 16-1111 

205 E-12211 

206 240P-18 

207 1/2-2116 

208 2(2614-4 

289 012350 

210 5612-54 

211 103421 

212 43133U 

BETT5/B: 2-1 H> 
Honoa, Sued Q01 



IA 


Stands and 
wftvitng post 


— GBrafcy 73 

— 6 Upton - 
. BMOTtea 80 
R Duuraoriy S 
JPBnxMA B 
_ JOsbams 87 
. WUsskn 90 

TGrarttom 65 
_ P Holey 62 
__ J Lower 95 

— CSwn 75 
NMman 79 


BETTIB: 2-1 Maga 7-2 Doan* (Me. 9-2 Baton. 5-t Hritodem 10-1 HritapnB. 12-1 Stoma 20-1 Her 
Honoai, Sweet Qow. 33-1 atom. 

1904: BALASAMJ HI-10 M PWTB8 (9-2) M Pftw 14 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

BOKARQ M Pridwtn 2MI in 3vonne eanWan ~ ~ — 

iutse S KMtodt (2m. bora). CYB0RG0. ean- 
phteii lau-Bmer. tea Top spin is In 5-amr 
oada 8 Rawfe&am Limaad Knllqp Htorfle at 
Rami*» (3m llthd. heary). DORANS PWDE 
e mp t Bftd douUe. beatTralorAftrShS- 
nnur gate I Boyne tteOe 4 Ptmctestown pm. 
heam RwtaEiy tea Dante ifcbnce in toe jade 
■ Ortsanas Hentto wtt WHAT A aisnON 
(101) me oil) dtotBca 3nt 
HALKDPOUS tea Am Ana ia Jo toe 7-iuw 
Tab West YaWdm HirSe a WetoaDr 
IL goad) an peaUtorate start. HSfflOEAN 

3.30 TOTE OB.TBMAII GOLD CUP CHASE IEH1 

(&ade I: £122,540:3m 2f 11 tyri) (17 runners) 

RUNNERS AND RIDERS — SEE ABOVE 

4.05 CHRKTranJXHUHTffl CHASE CHALLBIGE CUP HSH 

(Amateurs: £15^82:3m 2f 110yd) (13 runners) 


123nf YEAR OF THE CHELTENHAM GRAND ANNUAL CHASE 
CRAllEllGE CUP (£23.373: 2m 110yd) (9 mnneraj 

501 9W0-42 CVPWA7: 40 (D.G51 (Alas Snrfi S J-B V - K S-l'-ll 9 Dunwoofly 93 

502 2-3P141 TlUtffiS UP 19 (DFS1 CU acri?> *i -Vis.- :-"-4 . . U A Rbgsraia £7 

503 0-1111P SOUWJ REUaif 2 (DJLS) >Vr. Z &.XZS 1 vr.K. 7-lO-'C G Brafcy 93 

504 1-13211 AROUND DC H0BJ 68 tDOSl hr? s; : :-‘r: S IbSiH 93 

505 P-6W2F PARLWMBtr HALL 35 |FS| ,? Kridi. ■ 5l.>, ?-'CT . N WTjvkoh ffl 

586 31F611 BB IMTT 20 (GS) (ft M rrtrc.n 7.-C-C_ . _ . C S«n 96 

507 313211 AUBURN CASTLE 26 (D.Fil rJCr^p in I- :->K J listen* K 

508 12P424 DR R0CXET 34 (0f.ES) (Be RC7KCSS, a D fAeream Pi 88 

509 42-3322 I4R FBJX 34 (DJ.6S1 iF naaraLtf: l.'zzn S i;-. = ?-'M = 80 

Long ftantfcag: Pariament HaE 9-1^ 3ig .‘Ad 9-i2 io-r. Us:> r ‘Z :-?:?>• : V- r*j'.. MO 
BET7HG: 3-1 Tbeitos Lb. 7-2 Auteen Cealt 9-2 fac as Us H-j; 7-: C.zrtt £-‘ Si \hP. T-: Fafament 
HS. 12-1 Sort (fertile. 20-1 often 

1994: StfTTON LANE B-10-0 0 EnCgiWK iS-h 'Ji. i" 7 r. 

FORM FOCUS 


CYPHRATE (XI 2nfl o( 5 to Unde Ernie in ftanrft- 
cap chase al Sanfcwn (2m. sol) wWi THUMBS UP 
II 3rd 7HUM8S UP bert Vtag Bapf® )l r the 
4-neeia Emtilem Ctau 4 ltontnai (2m. fteavyl 
SOUND R B®Ui: puBed up Mon 9to benmd 
Ktaron Dens ei grade l Artie Trmftv nerr (2m . 
aff) on Tasalar. Prewar^ wmpieffid (our-ftma. 
bee Nonhem Sadds 91 n 5-nroe> Huengdrai 
tandem Owe (2m IlCftd. am AROUND THE 
HORN. coPbtetod rim We. bet Sim Crass #l in 


5-nnw Sarcfovm ftaivsics^ chase (2m gMd to 
aft) vriti CYPHTATE do teller 0K1 3<4I 4th 
PARUAMBff HAU. 21 in esc vrten Wi B3 in 7- 
nma grade n PZ Ato«r Ctase a: Thtoes (2m 41. 
heavy] BIG MATT, completed doutue. 0«e tack- 
eratsa >41 ei Ksmotei +rannef tenuwao cIh» 
(2m 41 IIDvdL hear/l AUBURN CASTLE, cwn- 
Otefed itouWe. Dee In Tn® 1 wi m t-rvm tot- 
Mralan mwes chase (2m, good to aill 
S atoct ton. AROUND THE HORN 



5.15 CATHCART CHALLENGE CUP CHASE 

(£29,553-: 2m 51) (11 runners) 

601 ■ F-11P32 C0ULIDN 36 (F.&5) (M Sr (Wtam) 0 Sterwod 8-11-<. j Osborne ® 

602 42-1111 ALL TW ACES 25 (D.G5J U Maine) A Moore (te) 8-113. F Woods 63 

SU 431614 BART OWEN 63 piS) (tas S McCsthri p UdOns (tel tO- 11-3.. P Catwry 76 

B04 1UR2T LUSTY UGHT 63 (C0J.&S) (8 aumiudi) Mrs J fltmm 9-113- W Manton 90 

605 611 an DARK OAK 38 (Q£) (Mrs U Dm) J Drtb 9-11-0_L O’Hara 65 

GOG 12U502 BALLATEEN 15 (S/ASl (E Madden) E fttdmts 7-11-0- A Oobbtn 81 

607 2311F3 MASTER BOSTON 19 (CO.&S) (M Oldtamj fl Woottxuse 7-11-0 D Oafa^Kt 65 

606 P3221I2 90UIH0LT 19 (F.G.S) (6 Hubbard) G ritobad 7-1 HI- award Goes) 95 

SEN 213F40 TUB OF PEACE 19 &S> (P ncherdson) 0 taking 6114_A P McCoy 55 

610 1V11F-1 EAUSTROM 15 iCDj.&S) (Mb J Pondf) N Trasm-Oana 8-10-12 Dtaldgwtofe 92 

611 3-12021 SULLANE RWER 46 (6^) (S Luceyl D Mc&ati (te) 7-10-12. M Dwyer 93 

BETTMG: 9-4 tfe elKmiB. 4-1 AD The Aca. 5-1 Caftn Sashok. 8■) Lusiy UgW. 10-1 Sutane ftwr, 20-1 
Gattaeen. 25-1 often 

1804: RAYMKLETTE 7-11-0 M A FtzoeraU (7-4 tar) N Henderson 4 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


401 Fit-23 

402 2*112-3 

403 TIB-113 

404 2/1111-2 

405 5714-11 

406 1(9-11 

407 -2U2U 

<08 1-211 

<09 5362-12 

no 1/111-21 

411 59-22F 

412 1132-12 

413 2121-12 


-OSJones 65 

-JMDm 74 

1 

-DPlpe 79 

_MnPCWfeg 7B 

-C Vigors - 

-MsLBoscawsn - 

12-0-EJanes 88 

1-12-0_C Stony 75 

12-12-8_TKrte; B9 

M2-0-RJotason 82 

-12-0-R Busses BV 


BETme: 9-< Dofle Sit. 11-4 Begn lonL 8-1 Te*tate. Bher Bute 10-1 Fans. Me Arab SanMnes, 
14-1 Day Ub. 20-1 Cehc ftPef. I loyal Jester. 25-1 otoas 

1994: DOUBte SU ID-12-0 R TWogota (2-5 M B Wttks 5 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

I RNBt BOlflfTY bed RYOE AGAM (5b betas ofT) 
21 in 8-iuner lute ctee at Sntorai (2m 4( 
HIM. tern) gentian* sat ROYAL JESTER 
I jtf M d (0 to Mhars Metody in tuner m at 
Rdso ran IL good lo soiOpmitfnato start aritti 
DAVY BLAKE W 3rd SANWBRAES bte RYDE 
AGAH SI in an 11-nnw hate chase at Irbrtd 
teenCm 6f 110*1 oood to soft) on geniSimate 
start. T&PLAHTER 251 2nd o4 4 to Cod fetsttar 
nbate(MMKKeitaton(%n.)nrr)«dtiDOU- 
Btf SU m beta* o8) 201 3rd 
SetocSor DOSIE SOX 



m 5-n«iKi ftaraic x cha se a Mate! ftaan (2m 41 
nod to SO#). MAST® KJSTWM9I 3rd MIG to 
'aim in rente eta* t Donorter t3m. good) 
SOUTHOLT 20) 2nd o( 9 to Val D'Alene in grade B 
Raring Post Chase al Kemoun (3m. heavy). 
GAHiTTROM tear SALLATEEN (8lh Mne oft) Hi 
In J-nnu hmdlcap chase 2 VWheroy (2m 41 
110yd. soft). SULLAfC RIVER tea Befman KNj 
21 to (he 6-nnu gate I Plera Hanteap Chase al 
Faeyteuse pm. heavy). 

Setecdorc avaSTROM 


5.50 yMCENT 0’BRIBI COUNTY HANDICAP HURDLE 

(Grade III: £23,000: 2m 10 (23 runnere) 

1 203P-06 KILCA91 80 (B.&S) (J WMan) P Hertps 7-11-10... G Bratey 94 

2 16-2132 PRDWELL 20 (COF.B.8) (II tones) M Pfte 5-11-8__ R Dummody 94 

3 0FM12 ARABIAN BOD SB (Shelta Antn DaMato) N IfeAWan 7-11-4 JR Kavamrti 92 

4 6-15626 KHARASAR 39 (D.(LS) (W Horessy) A MjHns (tq 5-M-3 R A Haraiesw <51 94 

5 051223 HOME COWES 2fl (D.B5) (Roqr Onemay 0 Mattel 6-11-1 0 J Moftea p) 96 

6 13U500 ffML HIM 16 (G) (M Otaiu) 0 Hughe: On) 8-10-13 ... R Nurtts - 

7 t ejjll BUST FREES 19 (ILG5) (Plaeei Treamral) N Hntersoi 6-10-13 M A FarwcM 92 

8 11 © (»s J KeeSng) U 07onle Ike) 6-10-9_ C Swan 91 

9 102036 FAAALY WAY 61 (G) (J UcUra) A Mom (tc) HM._.. F Womb 83 

10 1- 61511 50URE -SAJi 26 (D£5) (R Ogrto^ A Trane* 6-103.. S Wiel 90 

11 20 IS-SJ (P Douglas Eng) Mrs J Pitman 7-164 __ W Marston 96 

12 223-1T0 PALACESATE KMB 59 (0^) (C WIMbbi A WMttans 6-10-5— B Haring (5) 94 

13 SSS?L!S?Sr 1 L ( ^i ; H ,l&Mnet J Stow 6-10-0. . A 3 Smtt 37 

M t«34 GREAT MAFQUE55 36 (BFfl ft TrtteHtarlei 8-10-0_C UeMWi H 

15 14R533 QARMG PAST 40 (&J5> (J PWr) M Heirrond 5-KM). A Date* W 

16 203220 KEEP ME N IfffD & (S) fP Torf) N Mchefl 5-1(H)__ . D Skyrme 92 

17 310-042 NEMUR O 7 |Q (T*r1 Ply Ractog) D Bsaratn 7-10-0__ _ p twey 97 

>8 42F4H BRAABLSS7RY 12 (ftsi (Hamper? Rxngl Uti S Sn* 6-ftM FWarfl Suesl 93 

19 1-53150 VASLEV 06 $JS) (R Horitoo) S GoHmgs 7-1(H).D Bridgess 94 

2D 6)11125 MCHCNLLDO) 19 (0JL5) (F Cate) J King 6-KH). ... ... ft WBamson B3 

21 5B4214 ZEALOUS HTTBI 7 (G5) (M Qunai) fl Wee 7-10-0. A p ifcCo* 79 

22 5-14130 0AMS1 BLANC 49 (SI (T Partrg) M Ppe 5-TQ-O... j £ 81 

29 643101 TEST MATCH 5 (OS) ID Oufton) W CJay 8 1 (H)__ Dtaie Cby 83 

Loco handSap flrea Maques 9-12. taring Par 9-12. iieeo Mi h Mind 9 12 Henum 9.10. ftaitlelury 
9-10. VeSb» 9-9. hrixaltbdi 9-7. Zealous Ktoeo 9-3. Dana ftar 9-1. Tes moth 8-6 
BETTWG: 8-1 fanity Way, 91 Bterfmea, 19-1 Dptarabc, Sows S& 12-1 Nanuo. Pritaell Waasa EteA 
Maguess, M-> tame Courts. BunMury, Satien. 16-I Arabtar BokL Pataxtee Kmg 20-1 otoerv 
1994: UZ2Y 6-10-0 A Dotrtei (12-1) PMHa&i 24 ran 




PRCWSi. boats good record on Ms couse. 
2HI 2nd ol 3 to Beam in conditions hurdfe * 
ttjflJocti (2m. hnaw) ««i SALWAN (I2lr better 
rtTlSTbiL AMBUW BOLD 1412nd ol 4 a lu^ 


FORM FOCUS 

s couse. BtarigHicti H8I iifii n 5-nmnei handicap ludfeti 
hurdfp t Wlntet (2m. leavy) PALACEEATE WNG com- 


C0URSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Vttns 

An 

1 

JOCKEYS 

Wonss 

fate 

f 

N Kmdason 

6 

41 

146 

C Swan 

7 

43 

16.3 

N Twcan-tafis 

4 

3 

138 

J Orion 

8 

50 

160 

D NcMni 

5 

52 

96 

C Ltomflyn 

3 

23 

130 

J GBfcrt 

3 

42 

7.1 

R DUMDOdV 

4 

43 

9.3 

M fV 

7 

119 

5J 

M Dap 

3 

34 

68 


pznfa&M) Cm. Iww) mill fSIAL RUN (5ft tetter 
rif) on 41 m. HOME C0UNTSS 513rd at 19 to 
Ctoiel Ibifi&r m laifcta luds 3t Newcastle (2m 
4L good btafQ. 

BLASTFRSZLeofflBtoWd«ft|a.tea TooCea 
ym-taad to JO-niwr tanrtcap hude a Dcn- 
C^tor On 110yd. mod} «4to MCHAILLOCH 13 
St m) KNET0N TYCOON 195 beta 08) 1818#L 
DPL0MATIC mi ted luel 3rd Ml 4 to Punas 
Bar In ladcap turtle a Leopadamm tin, 
team. SOUK SKA completed double, boi 


pleied dnrtle on peraiHraJe son, teat m*p* iv 
21 to 6-nnu tanficta ftudle. wft SALWAN |9ID 
Date ut) dstam sti 

GREAT MARQUESS 9ftl 4ft d 12 lo Supreme 
Abster in connOus ludie al Asos (2m iioyd. 
heavy) IBUR0 41W ol 12 to Jun to tandrev 
turtle rt Wuanton (2m. softi. BHAMBLEBERRY 
complied double, dead-heated nth Mr Cartoon 
in (2-nmner tanfic^) hudle a DoreaSa (2m 
IIOkL ooodi. 

VASILEV faded ctaang sages ■nan 171 5th Id 
M aria Boston in Wmck toraSsn (2m 41 HOvd. 
good to soft) gerullenato rial ZEALOUS RTTEN 
sftddg run to Deal Stotocft tread In tamtam 
bftXtcv (in. treanl pouthmaia start 
Sefecton: BLAST RlEEZE 


lirave Tornado 
to power home 


2.15: Balanak looked highly 
impressive when maintaining 
his unbeaten record at 
Kempton. quickening in style. 
The David Gandolfo-trained 
favourite has an obvious 
chance but hardly represents 
value. Silver Wedge definitely 
has his own views on the game 
and blinkers are applied today 
in an attempt lo persuade him 
to put his best foot forward. 

Uncle Doug and Stompin 
are progressive but I am 
looking for a big run from 
Brave Tornado. Stoutly bred 
but not short of speed. Toby 
Balding’s runner should relish 
a fast-run race and the stiff 
finish. He powered home here 
in January, when beating 
Clifton Beat and has good 
each-way prospects. Majestic 
Man looks best of the Irish 
challengers. 




Balding: Triumph hope 

2-50: This is the best Stayers 
Hurdle for years, with three 
horses standing out. The front- 
running Cyborgo is one of 
Martin Pipe's bankers for the 
meeting. Unbeaten in four 
starts this term, the French- 
bred five-year-old must have 
soft ground to be at his best 
Hebridean pulled muscles 
in his hind quarters when 
disappointing here in the 
Cleeve Hurdle in January, but 
previously won at Ascot when 
Dorans Pride was five lengths 
second. David Nicholson has 
his runner back in top form 
and the mud-lover is strongly 
fancied. However, the vibes 
from Ireland concerning 
Dorans Pride are strong and. 
for many. Michael Hour- 
igan’s horse is the bet of the 
meeting. There were genuine 
racuses for his Ascot defeat 
including a bad journey from 
Ireland. Since then he has 
thrived, winning his last two 
races in style. 



330: see above. 

4.05: Elegant Lord beat 
Teaplanter in good style at 
Punchestown last April in a 
valuable hunter chase and a 
repeat here looks on the cards. 
The seven-year-old was an 
encouraging length second at 
Fairyhouse on his seasonal 
reappearance when giving 
away a lot of weight He 
should be all the sharper fin: 
that outing and looks a sound 
bet Aside from Teaplanter, 
Sandybraes looks the best of 
the British-trained runners. 
4.40: Auburn Castle has had 
an almost identical prepara¬ 
tion to Aldino, who won this 
race as a lightly-raced novice 
for Oliver Sherwood in 1991. 
Quietly fancied for the Arkle, 
the Sherwood team has opted 
for this race where the excel¬ 
lent jumper looks well treated. 
This is very competitive, with 
Around The Horn, Cyphrate 
and Big Matt having sound 
prospects. I marginally prefer 
Thumbs Up, who won the 
County Hurdle here two sear 
son ago and beat Viking 
Flagship at Kempton last 
time. However, stakes should 
be kept to a minimum. 

5-15; Gadstrom looks an out* 
standing bet. Winner of the 
Sun Alliance Hurdle two 
years ago. she took well to 
fences last season and was 
hacking up from the talented 
See More Indians when fall- 
mg and suffering a hairline 
fracture of a hind leg. On her 
fit’s! racecourse appearance 
since, at Wetherby 15 days 
ago. she looked better than 
ever when trotting up. Hie 
main danger is All The Aces, 
unbeaten in four starts this 
season, and trained by the in¬ 
form Arthur Moore. 

530: If you are trying to “get 
our on this race, good luck, 
pie Andy Turn ell-trained 
Squire Silk looks temptingly 
weighted, having bounced 
hack to form in his last two 
nins. but with several front- 
nmners in the race, the pace is 
likely K) be strong and could 
sun Diplomatic. Second in 

SSJ™* year. Mick 

OJooies sec-year-old has 

rwS"c nine “Gently and 
Charlie Swan is an eye-catch¬ 
ing booking. ^ 

Richard Evans 
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Shadow cast over celebration 


RACING 37 


Julian Muscat finds 
an emotional D avid 
Nicholson a fter his 
Champion Chase w in 

TOIS was never going to be a 
Cheltenham to celebrate The 

SjSL a w weekend, of 
Phyllis Maguire, mother of 
Adrian, has weighed heavily 
on the occasion. And the 
emotion spilled over yesterday 
when David Nicholson landed 
the Queen Mother Champion 
Qiase with Viking Flagship 
for the second year running. 

Tlie punsts marvelled at 
Viking Flagship’s athleticism.' 
Nicholson, as is his wont, 
accompanied his jockey on the 
short journey to the weighing 
room. 

Charlie Swan, not Maguire, 
was at Nicholson’s side. Ma¬ 
guire is in mourning and will 
not ride at the Festival. Min¬ 
ute later. Nicholson emerged 
from the weighing room. He 
was in tears. 

Under these circumstances, 
he is not ai his best. This has 
been a turbulent season, domi¬ 
nated for him by events both 
on and off the track. He is not 
one to show the strain, but the 
tragedy surrounding Maguire 
was all too much. “I just feel 
very emotional that Adrian 
isn’t here riding," a shaken 
Nicholson said. 

“He’s done all the hard 
work. He's looked after the 
horse in the last two years and 
in the moment of glory he 
couldn’t ride him. I feel fear¬ 
fully sorry for him.” Nichol¬ 
son’s sentiments were later 
echoed by Swan, who strug¬ 
gled to contain himself amid 
the excitement generated by 
Viking Flagship’s victory. 

“iVe known Adrian for 
years and I knew his mother.” 
said the Irish champion, who 
had mixed feelings about tak¬ 
ing the ride. “If you think 
about it it’s enough to make 
you cry. But it is my job. If I 
didn't ride the horse then 



Viking Flagship, nearside, heads Nakir on his way to a second Queen Mother Champion Chase victory yesterday 


someone else would have." 
The wake for Phyllis Maguire, 
which started in Co Meath, 
had stretched all the way to 
Cheltenham. 

No jockey could have 
deputised with the same 
aplomb as did Swan. If Viking 
Flagship approached the race 
under something of a cloud, 
you would not have guessed it 
Swan rode with a controlled 
aggression behind the front- 
running Egypt Mill Prince. In 
response, the little horse at¬ 


tacked his fences with the 
vigour of old. 

VDdng Flagship made a 
formidable sight as he swept 
ahead at the penultimate 
fence. But Deep Sensation was 
right on his heels, travelling 
with a familiar ease. It was 
long odds against him retriev¬ 
ing die deficit He has never 
before had Viking Flagship’s 
heart and he wasn’t about to 
develop it now. Another 
mighty leap at the last set the 
seal on a majestic triumph. 


“I have never been faster 
over the last in my life.” Swan 
said of his first victory over the 
Cheltenham fences. “As a 
jockey, the best moment you 
ever pet is a winner here. But 
winning a big race is special.” 

Had Maguire contemplated 
it from his home, he would 
have craved success for the 
Nicholson yard. Yet Viking 
Flagship's show of strength 
was only part of the story. 
Nicholson landed the opening 
event, the Sun Alliance Nov¬ 


ices* Hurdle, with the 7-1 
chance Putty Road, who, pow¬ 
erfully assisted by Norman 
Williamson, forced his head in 
front on the line to deny the 
Oliver Sherwood-trained 
Berude Not To after a memo¬ 
rable dueL 

It was Williamson again 
who later hoisted a Nicholson 
treble when Kadi proved too 
strong for Dublin Flyer in the 
Mildmay Of Flete Chase. At 
times, this can be a cruel 
game. 


Brief Gale dents Irish pride 


“APPROACHING the nett 
and it's Banjo with Haroon. 
who has now drawn level.." 
Irish voices readied a crescen¬ 
do as the racecourse commen¬ 
tator charted Harcon’s pro¬ 
gress at the fifteenth fence in 
the Sun Alliance Chase at 
Cheltenham yesterday.. . 

It was not to be. No sooner 
had Harcon broken Banjo’s 
spirit than Brief Gale loomed 
up with menace in her stride. 
Twelve months ago Brief Gale 
gave vain chase to Danoli but 
she would not be denied a 
second time by Irish expecta¬ 
tion, even one in thephysically 
intimidating form of Harcon. 

Brief Gale’s victory was 
celebrated in the knowledge 
that mares of her quality are a 


By Julian Muscat 

rare breed. Her trainer. Josh 
Gifford, has long heralded 
Brief Gale as the best mare he 
has trained. Now we know 
why. “She was always canter¬ 
ing behind the big two," 
Gifford observed. “She’s been 
wrong all season but we got 
her right for today. She’s 
bound to improve, this was 
only her fourth race over 
fences." 

The drying ground proba¬ 
bly influenced Hainan’s de¬ 
feat. although Jim Dneaper, 
who trains the chestnut giant, 
offered no excuses. “That was 
die first time he has been 
extended in a chase but he 
jumped well. I think no less of 
him for having been beaten." 

Harcon’s eclipse will have 


hurt Irish wallets. There was 
some respite when Chance 
Coffey came home ahead of 
two compatriots in the Coral 
Cup. but the concluding Pres¬ 
tige Medical Festival Bumper, 
an Irish preserve since its first 
running four years ago. saw 
them sustain another reverse 
when Daio Star, trained by 
Malcolm Jefferson in York¬ 
shire, proved too strong. 

Nor will Henry Cleary, the 
Irish amateur, reflect fondly 
on the ride he gave Lacken 
Cross in the National Hunt 
Chase. He was banned for ten 
days for a ruthless display 
with his whip. Lacken Cross 
finished third but the race was 
won whh complete authority 
by Front Line. 


Williamson proves 
a hard man to beat 


By Jamie Osborne 



HUNDERER 

.40 Spencer's Revenge. 2.10 Don’t Drop Bombs. 
.40 Power. 3-10 SamsorvAgonistas. 3.46 GuK 
ihaadL 4.15 Klntwyn. 4.45 Nordico Princess. 5.15 
Kfian Serenade. 

Hjt Newmarket Correspondent 2.40 Power. 

.15 BOLD HABIT (nap). 


GOING: STANDARD 

DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


40 MOSQUITO CLAIMING STAKES 

I: £3.067:70 (9 runners) 

(31 2115 PEWLOUSPU6HT1ZICDM )* Mi* 

(71 000- AHASROVE 143 (C j.® J Pww 5-9-8. G M JwO 

Sm MRtfVEnMlND1^.F.G)6LMo«5-MBRow 
( 6 > iTt2 SPENCER'S REVENGE 16 [COS) KusMO**! 

(41 S36G APOLLO R8) 8 fV.CO.aS1 A Moon 1 6-9-4 Cm* Monte 
^63 sXfitST 16j&fl R A*** G CWBT 

B1 0032 BHECXLAHO 21 (B) K CurrinQtt ffl-Bny n 5-9-j T Ms 
*1 ™ “mV BEVELED <7 (CO.fi! N (5j 

Bl 2350 SANDRA DH 12 BPasta 3-8-0- SSb*b(3I 

bora's Revenge. H-4 W Newnntod. 7-3 Greeted. M Wtaa. 


NGTON AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

Tl) (11) 

IAS F0LLY31iL hams 4-10-H I UcLrtand (5) 08 

PAT«]LW(CO.BF£1WM 1 -4- I W1 5miw(7) m 
lVWJStfAY4StC.G)AM00«4-lM ^ 

ini 14 J Rtch-HsnS <-10-6-... T McCarthy (3) 98 
U BIDDCfl 54 M B aetiy 4-HF5 Mg M aatty (5) B8 

'AVn&SSiteJtfSift : 

w aeao's BkL 5-1 Mitan. tail Drop Bafflte. 6-1 tIMZ 


8 , 

(C0.F.G) 0 Murray Smtn 4-9-12^ ^ 

CEWBW 4-9-*1 1 

rnrnu A n i Hii imn M-7 - L DdHtfl W 

?5_ . DHaTOtf 89 
nan 4-9-4 

BmaO'fifimanP) 98 

__ r a .1 Ullllniufe Q5 


SSandmUi _ 
Wl3 _ NCufisfe 96 

s ,aiiT7.« 

matteU 4-7-B.... J ‘j*!! 5 

(F. 6 ) I Cambell W 6 S 

li 18 M Haynes 4-7-7- NMams 93 

« fi-1 ft*®. 6-1 


TER CLAIMING STAKES 


rwiflTjjSnflter-^ 


S DfDWM (5) 
-Rous* 


TOuct 

:□ ,o (CDJF-G} J l 143,115 7 ‘ 9 ‘» « 


86 


«5» -005 BOLD CYRANO 16 0 Pttirg 4-8-12-JWew 

(4) 2060 WAVERLEY STAfl 17 (BJJ J.ELSI * ComTtfm-erwi 

10-8-12 SCst 


WWW 55 


8 

9 . . 

12 6 Gate 

10 (11) -613 DARK SHOT 15 (C£) J Beny 3-8-10.. J Carol! 

11 (7) KB- RUTTER WTTH LIFE 171 Un A Jerrnji +8-10 J WBams 

12 P) -000 TV«EWBUW)0RAN3)(B|Phl5HA-W 

PltCaOeiS) 

13 (13) 3015 ROM I4ASC 26 (CDiF.G) A Moo* T- 8 - 6 -- . J Ouhfl 

14 (0) 0 B. TAURUS 17 h Vfnjmt 3-B-O-_U3ert(5) 

4-1 Stem EqRSMn. 5-1IM SM. 6-1 3* Tiskti. 7-1 Nags. 


3.45 MOSQUITO CLAIMING STAKES 

(Div 11: £3.053:71) (9) 

1 (9) 5211 SWET SUPPOSW 16 (BXO.61 K UcAuLfe 4-9-9 

JTzeni 95 

2 (B) 1423 CRYSTAL fflOTS 16 (C.0.G) R ffSuKrran 7-5-5 

W Woe* B0 

3 (3) 0-40 PRMASLK15 m U Ryan 4-9-6-DBIoijs 91 

4 (7) 008- SOAKING 75 (CD.F.Gl G L Uoorr 5-9-5-9 Route 83 

5 (4) 000- HARARE'S 0RCHD 234 M HeaUanQIts *-8-3 

Supnon Dams 57 

6 11)1331 GULF SHAAW 12 (CD.G) G Lasfe 3-8-10 SW1*wrti © 

7 15} 3366 JQBtt SFT0RT 6 A Moore 4-8-9-SSantesfll 75 

8 (6) 510- NOOR 1H0UDAH 152 (CJXF^IJ 981)58-3 J Canol r 

9 (?) 0460 HAVANA HSS 17 (S) B Paltefl 3-7-7-N CaAsk 6 S 

W GnB Snaad. 7-2 Swei Supooan. Pnma Sia. 4-1 DysBJ Haghts. 7-1 oDm. 


4.15 BEAUFORT HANDICAP (£3.674:1m 2f) (14) 

BKTWYH 15 (C.GJCEfcey 5-9-11- D Hanfson 87 

BEKnGOl 5 (DJ : .G)W-.NUa«aiiley 6-9-10. J Wsawr 91 
AWESOiC PWEfl 23 ITO^.GI J HTb 9-98 

II Henry (71 90 
4 ( 12 } 1-00 UASTH1BEYBH) 15 IC.F.GJi) ? Eons 5-9-6 

J S&4 (5) ffl 

ROMAN REB. 23 fCDJ.G} G L Moore 4-8-11 - B Rosa 94 
KISH EMERALD 12 ID j) G Scanty 88-10 S VMaiMIti - 

BHAVEBOY24 (Si CftlBUn 7-8-9-U RhBwr 90 

LADYWALLIAMS 14 (CI.G 1 Lnnl Huranodoo 4-88 

(fetal W 

g ( 2 ) 5014 CAICBTS RANSOM 24 (CD H RoeseU B-8-5 

BDoylr 91 


a 0-11 

fill 3416 
<B> -232 


(13) -GDI 
114) /4 
(10) 3530 
11) 084 


( 6 ) -135 

(7) 2432 
(4) 582 
15) 005- 
(9) 0013 


mom iv «oa n mairox ^ 

SONY BLAZE 88 CWMsan 4-7-10— Saphen Darts 00 
POSSfflnJTY 14 ACJF.G) H Ingram 4-7-7 — NCoUe B9 
9-2 KWuyn. 6-1 BenOca Ancsane POme. Ronun Red. 8-1 flte. 


4-45 STTRL1N& HANDICAP (£3.053:5f) (10) 


. ( 1 ) 4361 FARFELU12 (RCOi^l W Wu*B-lM DHobnO 97 

2 (2) 068 AHUCAN CHIMES 47 (5ZD}5Ff£} W OSorsBi 88-13 

Bisth 0 'GMtnan (3) 90 

3 (3) -152 NORDICO PRINCESS 14 (CD&S) G Gutrnyd 4-9-12 

L Often 97 

4 (5) 4-00 WESW BUIE 15 A Bairt 4-9-Ji —— VHa&dayf5) 90 

5 (6) 4331 SHADOW JURY 31 (BJJ.F£5) 0 Doran 5-9-1 

DanUtfemn 92 

6 (7) 2202 DETWnon«StY35{l»AS)a?iSits5-W) 

SSanamp) 96 

7 (41 -226 THEMSmurcBOYB(C0,G] m J Oa 58-11 

J UcLugMn BS 

8 (B) 1332 DOLLY FACE 19 {COJflWtt* 38-u JWacr 
g pi 566 UNCSTOffi BOY 306 fD Mte J PM W _ 

SWtf&ia 

10 (10) few BAHJH BLEU 38 PHowfcflfl 4-8-1-JWm 

M SekM iry. 4-1 AWan CNmas. 5-i noiKp Pmces. Farfest. Detu 

Ojrasy. Balm Bleu. 10-1 ones 


95 


90 


5.15 WELLINGTON AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(Div II: £2.726- 1m) (11) 

i (2) 808 DAHYAH43(V)GLMoore4-11-7-KGoOklS) 83 

■j 4} St-i BOLD HA8TT 37 (C/^JPearee 10-11-3 1*51 Ream 69 

3 ill) 604 SMART TEAMS 16 (DJI K BufU 5-10-13 


Ur E Owe (7) 84 
i (Si 3422 OOtANSEFBIAOE 14 ?IWs 4-10-12 UBsABaflyp) 92 

5 (ID) 4553 ROYAL ACCLAil 12 (VC.D.FXI5) J WjMWO^ 

6 

7 m 6053 ARROGANT BOY IS Dt3HKMn 6-9-12 UssRQak^) 

8 m Ml BRBAtMHE GOLD 12 faB) A tefe? 58-l 1_ 

' Ugs Rnnga Gaetnsa (51 

(R) 400- AfflCOMMAMn60p.63)CWn5-9-ll PPMttsB) 

in 5 ) 5002 PAIRWJACKS 14 (GJDWlson5-9-9-TCflB 

!t ( 9 ) MOT SCOTS LAW 26 (B.OD.F.G) J LffAI 8-9-4 . T Waasi (7) 

BflU Habtt 5-1 MW Smnaoe. Royal Accrtn. GakL 5-1 PW 01 

crises Ooiranfl. 7-1 Anoqaa Bw. iM ansrs 


I AM starting to dislike 
Norman Williamson. On 
Tuesday he deprived me of 
the Champion Hurdle and 
yesterday he rode Putty Road 
to beat Berude Not To, by just 
a head in the Sun Affiance 
Novices Hurdle. 

Both horses performed 
with great resolution and it 
was a great shame there had 
to be a loser—especially as it 
was me. Berude Not To had 
raced off the bridle for quite 
some way but I felt sure we 
would hold the eventual win¬ 
ner until 50 yards from the 
Line, where Putty Road dug 
deep and found a little extra. 

Nakir ran with great credit 
in the Queen Mother Cham¬ 
pion Chase, finishing third 
behind two former winners. 
Viking Flagship and Deep 
Sensation. He was never able 
to travel hard on the bridle 
because of the soft going and 
his form will improve when 
he races on better ground. 

Red Blazer ran up to his 
Ascot form but unfortunately 
we came up against a serious 
performed in Da to Star. As I 
have said before, seconds are 
frustrating but one has to be 
pleased when the horses run 
well. 

I have six rides today and 
once again I'm very hopeful 
there can be a winner among 
them. Stompin is ray ride in 
the Daily Express Triumph 
Hurdle. He lacks experience 
over hurdles but he certainly 
has an above average engine 


and races with great enthusi¬ 
asm. Halkapous has an out¬ 
standing chance in the 
Stayers Hurdle. Admittedly, 
his best form is on faster 
ground, but he is^th& dass 
horse of the race. - * - - 

Hie major race of the week 
is the Tote Cheltenham Gold 
Cup where I ride Flashing 
SteeL He is a big price but I do 
not think this reflects his 
chance. He seems to be com¬ 
ing back to his best form at the 
right time. 

Coulton runs in the 
Cathcart having sidestepped 
yesterday's Queen Mother 
Champion Chase. The condi¬ 
tions of this race suit him 
extremely welL If it were a 
handicap he would be giving 
more weight to' the other 
runners. His form this year 
has been very solid. He fin¬ 
ished runner-up to Martha’s 
Son in the Comet Chase at 
Ascot over today's trip. 

Auburn Castle appears to 
be well handicapped in the 
Grand Annual Handicap 
Chase. Oliver Sherwood won 
this race with Aldino in 1991 
and this horse has very simi¬ 
lar credentials. We are very 
hopeful that he can continue 
his unbeaten run over fences. 

My day is completed by 
Martin Pipe’s Damier Blanc 
in the County Hurdle. 1 have 
never ridden this horse before 
and his chance on the form 
book does not look obvious. 
But if you're not in. you 
cannot win. 


lAfJ STEWART 


Ultimate test of nerve that 
can mean make or break 


I t is not distinguished by a 
name nor, from die safe 
side of the running rail, 
by any identifiable difficulty. 
Just a plain fence, made of 
birch, standing about 4ft 6in. 
ominous only for the bright 
white-on-red number 13 be¬ 
side h. But. inside the hal¬ 
lowed walls of the weighing- 
room and die minds of one or 
two tender chasers, the third- 
last fence on the Old Course 
at Cheltenham is considered 
to be one of the ultimate tests 
of nerve, a fence which sieves 
out the boys and brands the 
champions, where a miracu¬ 
lous leap can bring a tired 
horse back into contention 
and a mistake can end all 
hopes. 

Twelve months ago, the 
electric Remittance Man fell 
for die first time in his young 
life there, suffering the same 
fete as Coonawara the previ¬ 
ous day. The flip-side comes 
when a trio of chasers turn 
down the hm at the fer end of 
the course, take a deep breath 
and plunge like bobsleighs 
down the hill, meeting the 
fence halfway. There are few 
more breathtaking sights in 
racing but, sadly, the thrill 
has to be seen second-hand. 
Nobody is allowed into the 
centre of the course. 

Yesterday, with the sun 
and a chill wind drying out 
the ground all the time, the 
fence'proved more benign. 
Banja under Richard .Dun- 
woody. dipped the top on the 
first circuit of the Sun Alli¬ 
ance Chase, but recovered 
quickly enough. The field of 
amateur riders treated it with 
due respect, preferring safety 
to sorrow. Only Easy Buck 
met it absolutely wrong, tip¬ 
ping Chris Mamie out of tire 
side door in the dosing stages 
of the Mildmay of Flete. 

“On top-das s horses. 
youTe going maybe 25 or 30 
miles an hour into the fence." 
Brendan Powell, an old hand 
at Cheltenham, said, “irs 
probably tire fastest moment 
in the race and, as soon as 



Andrew Longmore on the fence 
at Cheltenham which epitomises 


the drama of jumping at its best 


you start down the hill, the 
race is beginning in earnest 
You can win or lose it right 
there. If you jump it 200 
times, you might get it just 
right about 20. The rest you 
sit tight and hope." 

Every jockey has a memory 
of a painful encounter with 
the third-last. Steve Smith 
Ecdes recalls a crashing fell 
from Green Bramble ten 
years ago. He split a lip and 
had to accept his Ritz Club 
Trophy for top jockey the 
foUowntg day in uncharacter¬ 
istic silence. 

"He was going to win. too.” 
Smith Ecdes said. “I’ve seen 
a lot of so-called good 
jumpers get caught there. I 
always preferred to get close 
to it and fiddle a horse over it 
rather titan try to stand off 
and ping it It’s a trappy little 
fence.” As Powell, too. will 
testify. 

The details of his fell from 
Coonawara, which offer a 
real insight into the pressures 
of top class race-riding, are 
still neon-bright 12 months 
.on. "We'd led most of the 
way, because he's a big, bold 



Powell: old hand 


jumper and he had been 
standing off from most of his 
fences. 

"Coming down the hill. 1 
could see and hear horses 
coming to me and I was 
thinking: ‘I must get this spot- 
on.* So I gave him a quick 
squeeze- But, instead of get¬ 
ting it right, he put down with 
his front legs, the back-end 
caught up with the front and 
his momentum just took him 
into the fence. With hind¬ 
sight, I should have let him 
pop over it himself.” Much as 
Dublin Flyer, partnered by 
FoweU, did yesterday on their 
way to a hard-fought second 
place in the Mildmay of Flete 
for the second successive 
year. 

B y common consent, the 
levelling out of the 
landing side, after the 
deaths of Buckfast Abbey and 
Alaoui on Mackeson Gold 
Cup day in 1990. has made 
the fence fairer and safer. 
Before, the ground sloped 
away so steeply that a jump 
only fractionally too big amid 
end in disaster. “It used to 
catch horses out, even if they 
had jumped it well,” Richard 
Dun woody said. “IVe ban 
down on my belly a few times 
there but it’s a lot better to 
jump now." 

The old-timers believe that, 
like Becher ’s Brook, the dan¬ 
ger and the challenge has 
been anaesthetised by the 
modifications. Either way, it 
is still a fence Brendan Powell 
enjoys having behind him. 

"You look forward to jump¬ 
ing it. but once you're over it 
you feel good. And if you get 
it absolutely right irs bril¬ 
liant" He has a picture on his 
wall at home, of him and 
Dublin Flyer doing just that 
last year. 


[3 mm 


THUNDERER 

ZOO Pariah- 2.35 Mister Muddypaws. 3.15 Another 
Dyer. 3.50 Youandi. 425 Duchess Of Tubber. 5.00 
Scarf. SS5 General’s Orders. 


GOING: HEAVY 


SIS 


2.00 ALLERWASmiOVlCES CHASE 

(£2,820:2m 110yd) (4 runners) 

1 P3D1 MWAH 19BtaRRster6-11-10_ 

2 4026 BRUUTS DBJGKT 24 (VJff.G) R AUai 7-r-3__ 

3 0000 96JT UP 24 ( 6 ) Ura E Mosmp 6-10-12- 

4 555F SUPStSAHOY42 FWtan B-19-12.. _ _KJdmson 

4-7 Patti. 5-2 Bra’s DftDH 6-1 SUM Saar. 25-1 ShtfUp 


A Daman 
jcatufm 
f Pone (3) 


2.35 CQASTLEY NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,304:3m) (13) 


1 00 AYLESBURY UU) 42 DIM 6-11-3-Mr A Uamen |7) 

2 00 BUJE IS THE COLOUR 28 CPJriw 6-11-3— Ur D Parker (5) 

3 PPUB BUCKWHEAT LAD 16 POMttrai0i 7-11-3_ RSnxfc 

4 2 MISTER MUDDYPAWS 54 J Johnson 5-1 1-8 -Nib* 

5 2-56 MWY-SKPSIMrtnmocd6-11-3_DBefflfey 

6 5-00 NORTH HOLLOW 14 (B) DMcGrt 10-11-3_D MeCaM 

7 03 SKffllC 55 SBcH 5-11-3-K Johnson 

8 P/P TRCYELHG 10 (V) Mrc A KBuctrton 7-1 1-3 -JSlM>iB(5} 

9 0 TYNORUM BOLD 12 5 tatM Ml-3- 0PEWS 

ID FFP5 BLACK MAGIC WOMAN 15 J Helm 7-UM2-. A LamacO (3) 

11 -oas BLUEBELL TRACK 10 V Thompm 9-10-12. IfeMlttndsoo 

12 00 MISS MCCOJMCX 42 D Alder 6-10-12-TN 

13 52 FLAT TOP 15 MWEaUtqi 4-10-7-— J Drfscol (7} 

2-1FUI Top. 5-2 Mfefe MuktyiHB. 6-1 Stale. 6 -T Mony-Shp, 10-1 BAs IS Tta 
Colon. 12-1 Bb* Matt Woman, 14-1 BoMld Lad. 16-1 ntac. 


3.15 BARRIER HRE PROTECTION HANDICAP 
CHASE (£2,740:2m 41110yd) (6) 


1 HIP ANOTHER DYER 17 

2 4255 BtAZH&TMWNTO 


| LLungo 11-11-10.. 


T Rood 


-83P KH0J0HN 128 (F.l 
AM TVC MOSSES 81 (I 
706 AB8EWW37 
D08B GREBITWX 


'.&S)V Thompson 8-11-7 

Ur Ml 

MB VAcsMy 7-11-3- PBnM(7] 

rSJWSanjIfl 10-11-2— K Johnson 
Ms M Kendal 13-10-10- Ms M tad* 
7-10-0_M 0 PsrtW (5) 


6-4 Another Dyer. 7-4 Gnan Tribe 5-1 BJslog (town, 6-1 ttofota. 12-1 Afltanofr. 
20-1 IM Mosses. 


3.50 FALLOWHELD COffiHTtONAL JOCKEYS 
HARES ONLY HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,108:2m) (7) 


1 POO SHARHBA54 

2 5154 YOUANDI 6 

3 0056 BKRAU) 

4 0004 ZAA1CYAK 18F 

5 -PDF HERE COMB 


D MoM 6-128. 
LLmgo 5-11-4. 


6 455P MSG JEDD 5 (B) W Yeora 8-1 
....137 {B} S Lnd 


M Motor (3) 
„ F Peroll 

»£S 

JBurto 


ll Hmood 5-108- 

17 (COS) W Road 6-102 

7 -PPP ROMAN SWCBffi'37 {B} S'LBdttOBr 7-ioSIL 1 ’ISB 
5-4 Yount 7-2 Sttrrite 4-1 Emerald Charm. 5-1 taheyaft. T 6 -i odats 


4.25 WIN WITH THE TOTE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,493:4m) (8) 

1 2246 OVER THE DBL17 ffAS) J Johnson 9-1 1 -iD . FLeabrlS) 

2 4CP3 VNABB1A14 (B,CD.aS)UnS Band 6-11-5.- . J Burts 

3 3401 DIAMOND FORT 8 (F.EL5) J UcConmdic 10-11-2 (60) 

RBeSmjr 

4 3100 HNKGDI41 (r£51 UHanmond6-118-- DBedey 

5 3663 DUQESSOF 1UB8ER5(C.S)RFeoe 7-10-0. _ AThonCm 

6 5P41 GALA WATER 5 IS) (C) T Cun 9-10-0 | 6 d) .... TRted 

7 4006 GATWRDiG DUE 16 |B,S) MR S Snvm 9-10-0 

Ur L Homely (7, 

a 6«M TRUELY ROYAL 5 (G5) J Ct»Cn _ Ur O Parker [l, 

5-2 Duasni Fat 7-2 V;,i So'a 4-i Gaia Arc 9-2 M G* 5-: C.a T'.s 
8-lDcCW33ITts*c " 


5.00 RIDING MILL HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,049:3m) (9) 

J 2504 UtHtffVBOM 17(D.S|iC!T8-11-10-- 7Rsed 

2 4P5 SCARF 5 (S) J J Q rieill 7-11 8 . .. - - .. A Retire (3j 

3 3030 VERYBflDEtfT 17(Br.SjGMm*6-10-12 J CaflaflKan 

4 43S4 WHITE DAMOND 5 ID.F5) MB A SmiOHl 7-10-11 j Rattan 

5 P200 MANWEU 6 (5) B TanM 8-108 - ..E GaJ&sten (Tj 

5 OPTO RH5TUJHD42(D.GJal (4cVAcadef 6-10-7 P6ouU|7] 

7 P662 SHELTON ABBEY 89 (BJI/XLS] J Hfafe 9-10-6— K Janes 

8 0012 RUA ROS16 (S) Urs s Scvr 5-10-0.MP Murray (7) 

9 -433 SrOIAN LE68ID16 0 Lana 5-10-0 __ Mr A Umners |7) 
U-4 Urn 01 Vienna, 7-2 Rta Ras. 5-1 German loose), ri-2 Scm 6-1 wine 
Ottnond. 8-1 Very Wed. ' 2-1 Shekon AMey. 201 ahets. 


5.35 LIVY BOARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(£1,290:2m) (10) 

1 UD PANT YDW WAGON 10 NOvrttettaia 5-11-2 

MssCMHca8»(7) 

0 RDBARA 37 SladbBta 5-11-2-GC*)B(7) 


13 GBetAL'5ORDatS 19(SJJWeBn4-11-1- Wfty(7) 

DM5Y DAYS J Mason 5-10-11-FLMhy(5) 

O PEACHY BEACH 47 N Meson 5-10-11-J5Wpk>(5) 


STRONG TEM*0 C Pate 6-10-U. 

0 VAUSKY 44 H Alton 5-10-11- 

SALVO MB MSM 4-1M- 


0 Parker (5) 
SUdrosa (7) 
. MrSSttets 
S Taylor (7} 

0 BB3GWCK HOUSE IBB Fisiier 4-103- U Moloy (7) 

Ewe Gome's (Men. 5-1 Dasy Days. 6-1 dated. B-i Peaoy Beam. 10-1 
Sadpmttk Itousa. 12-1 SDonp Tory*. itoHsky. 20-1 nhera. 


CLARIEVHL J Johnson 4-103.. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRANERS: T Car, 3 rtmts tram 10 luma, 30U%-. L Lingo. 12 
bom 43.279%; W Itead. 10 kom 55.18J% G M Moors, 14 from 79. 
17.7V M Hammond. 19 bran 110.17.3V J Johnson, a tan 50. 
1GL0V 


JOCKEYS: T Reed. 23 wmen tan 110 rttes. M5V N 
tan ED. lOk A laradi 6 (ram 33.1B2V i Bute. 3 
176V A Thornton. 4 tan 34,11.BV Only quaWots. 


'.11 

IT. 


Blinkered first time 

CHELTENHAM: 2.15 Gobsmacfcsd, Mamnoon. Silver Wedge. 
HEXHAM: 2^5 Tricydng. 3.15 TTie Moseee. 350 Roman 
) PARK: 2.1 


Sword. LWQFTHJJI 


>.1Q Storm Bidder. 5.15 Oahlyrah. 



Cheltenham 

Going: soil (good lo soil m places) 

2.15 SUN ALLIANCE NOVICES’ HUR¬ 
DLE (Grade 1: E«1.824:2m 51) 

PUnY ROAD ch g Bob Back - Ni'c Girl 
(Lady Hants) 5-11-7N WWamsor (7-1) 1. 
Berude Not To b g Ftoaefier - Decern 
Dsdbte (G AdttecodJ ft-11-7J O3boma (3- 
U 2. 

Treble Sob b g Bob Back - Mittens (Dr 
Michael Smurfrt) 5-11-7 B Sheridan (9-4 
lav) , 3. 

ALSO RAN- 9 TncUe Lad. 16 Cttl My 
Gueet, KlloneAdboL 20 Spaiky Gayle, 25 
Go BaBsllc (pi). The K&Jber. Major 
Rumpus, Robeny Lea (bd), 33 CadouaoW 
(an). Encore Un Peu. My Rosani (5th), 40 
Green Lane, 50 Gnus A Cal, 65 Tervd 
(4(h), 100 Archer. Ealing Court, Oafs N 
Bslay (I), 200 Charmer's Wet 21 ren. NR; 
Tourist Anrachon. Hd. 2L ah hd. 1CW, *1. D 
Nicholson al Temple Guking Tote: £6.00. 
£5120. £200. £180. DF: £10.10. Tito: 
E8J0.CSF:£26 34. 

SL50 QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION 
CHASE (Grade 1 £77S48:2ml 
VIKING FLAGSHIP b g V6Jng - Fourth 
Degree (Roach Foods Unwed) 8-12-0 C 
&wn (5-2 taw) 3- 

Deep Sensfflkyi ch g Deep Run - 
Barmow Bay (R E8oC) 10-12-0 N WBUam- 
son (14-1) 2. 



TRAINERS: P Hams. 7 wamara Irom 2S 
(unnere. 28.0%, G Bravay. 5 from 18. 
27.0%: K McAubtle. 7 from 30.235%: J 
Beny, 2D fromB9.22.5%: Lad Huntirto- 
doa 31 (rcm 142. 2l.B%. G Lewis. 10 
Irom 48,20.8%; C Brttain. 22 (ram 110. 
20 . 0 % 

JOCKEYS: Mr T Cult. 5 winners from 12 
ndes, 41 7%: Miss J FeUden. 3 from 9. 
33 3%; L Dettori, 55 from 216.25 5%: L 
SUhem. 5 from 21.23.8%: J WM«r, 42 

from 181 .232%: Bnma O'Gocmaa 39 
horn 177,22.0%. 


NaWr b g rfitos - Nabita (Jim Lnrt) 7-12- 
O J Osborne (7-2J 3. 

ALSO RAN: 9*2 Bratixiy Star [B. 
Travado, 152 Egypt MiS Prince, 25 Uncfe 
Erne (4m), 33 Katabatic (5th). Srtnon 
Lane (6th). 500 W5d ASanttc. 10 ran. a. 
DHL 51. 10. 31. D Nicholson al Temple 
Guiting. Tote: E3 10; £150. £3.10, £1.60. 
DF: C2320 Tno: E3S50. CSF: £32.64. 

3J30 CORAL CLP ‘(Hanricap hurdle: 
£39.822:2m Sf) 

CHANCE COFFEY grg Praonalic - Baby 
tele (P J O'Domefl) 10-100 G M O'Noll 
(11-1) 1. 
Denymoyte b g CaBemah - Luminous 
Lady (He* M Stanley) 6-10-iQ M Dwysr 
(12-D £■ 

Tune For A Rwi b g Deap Run - Hourty 
Rate (J P McManus 8-11-10 C Swan 
(10-1) 3. 

ColBar Bay bp Green Desert -Cockatoo 
Island (WE Slut) 5-108TGran!ham (7-1) 
4. 

ALSO RAN: 6-1 far Lemon's MIL 10 Chief 

Mtnteter, Manhattan Caade(pu), 14Bttna 
Boy (6th). 16 FV&d Earth (pu), 20 Mystic 
Memory, Beil Sraffboy, Dormant 
Serenade. Stwian, Soba. The Had, 33 
Ftesm Seal Gwatme, Native Worth. 
Otympien. RedeemyoureeH, Second Cal, 
Top Spin. Total Confusion, 40 Couture 
Stockings ^i). 50 Coun Master. Gospel. 
He Way, Notable Exception. So Proud 
100 Him Grade. 30 rein 3til. sh hd. 31. 
2fel. ah hd. P O'Donnell el KMmaUoc*. 
Coljmenck. Tote - SM8.10; £3.70. £3.00. 
£3.00. £2.90. DF: £7950 Trio. £190.40. 
CSF: £132.75 Tricast £1^81-19. 

44)5 SUN ALLIANCE CHASE (Grade 1: 

£49,182; 3m If) 

BRIEF GALE b m Strong Gaia - Lucky 
Chestnut (Hiss Carrie Zener) 8-10-13 P 
Hrte (132) f- 

Harcon ch g Kernel - Omation Saint (Wta 

P J Conway) 7-11-4 K O’Brien (8-4 taii) 2. 

Banio B b o Beysaac - Fabinou (Darren C 
Men^S-lMBDuTWodybl^J 3. 
ALSO RAN. 4 Sweat Duke (4th). 25 
Graertri Tare Away ft. 33 Mad Thyme 

P . Scoiton Bwfe (pu), 50 Cofesrmy 
if). Peroaku i5th), SmWi’s Band i 
unguWed Mteale B). 10Q CouftwiiB l 
200 Ba>am»i Lancaster (pul. 13 ran. 
Monlebel.a.IS. 121. cfal.SSL J&ftada 


Rndon. Tote: £720; £1.80. Cl 40, £1.70. 
DF: £7.20. Trio: £650. CSF: £15.49. 

4M 1SU1 YEAR OF THE NATIONAL 
HIWT CHASE CHALLENGE CUP (Ama- 
teure: £17.682:4m) 

FRONT LINE B ch g Hgh Une - Caroles 
Delghr (J P McMarue) 8-12-7 Mr J Berry 

(wT i. 

Kesno ch a Phardame - Nickel Run 
(Mkfcrvwi rartoarship) Mr S 

Mukaire p-i) 2. 

Lacken Cross br g Caltemish - Kortsso 
^John J Hewlett) 7-12-4 hb H F Cleaiy (7- 

ALSO RAN: 13-2 lair Extra Special (pu). 8 
Back Bar, 9 Sergeant MuUarvey, 11 
BanrHowi BU (8th), 12 Mr Invadar (ur). 
WBteneBoyfl), 14 Romany Creek (pu), 16 
Stormy Skies ffl. 20 I . 

Ttfne Enough (ur). 33 Desert Run 
Reddy Owen &i). The 
Bucksra (I). Ftwgrwe (5ih). 

» 86 Friendly Lady (pu). 100 Aly Daley 
. Darid John jin). 0) Moda (pu). 
Srmon Joseph (I), 15b Connie Foley (pu). 
25 ran. NRUftquaral Dte 71,71,0L 1*1. J 
j O'NaN at Penrith, Toto C6.70: S2.70, 
£3.00, SZ5Q. DF; £3630. Trio: £87^0. 
CSF: ££0.03. 

5.15 45M YEAR OF THE MILDMAY OF 
FLETE CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP 
CHASE (C25.027:2m 4M10yd) 

KADI b g 5ftareei Dancer ■ Katsertraue (J E 
Brown} 8-10-4 NWifflamson (11-25 1- 

DuMn Flyerb gRymar - DuMn Express g 
B Sumner) 9-i i“3B Powell (B-2te5) 2. 
Wei Briefed br g Mnaric Loup - In Brief 
(Peter Jones) 8-9-8 Mr C Bonner (12-1) 3. 
ALSO RAN: 5 Arrtrak Express, 13-2 Easy 
Sufic ffl, 8 Beachy Heed ffi. 12 General 
PereWng (4(h), Second Schedutt (8th), 18 
Loshm m, one More Dream (pu). 20 
Errat Knight (Sh), Garrison Sauerrah. 12 
ran. II, IS. 12L 10, 4L D Nicholson at 
Temple Guiting. Tale: ESJ50; ET.80, £1.90, 
ES.toT DF: £9.60. Tno: £99.00. CSF; 
£2843. Trieacl: £25539 

&50 PRKTIGi MHXCAL FESTIVAL 
BUMPER (National Htrt flat race Grade i: 
£15,844: &n 110yd) 

DATO STAR br Q Accordion - Newgate 
Faky (Me Kath Hley) 4-10-12 M Dwyer 
(7-2) 1. 

Red Blazer ch a Bustlnn - Kipwrewn rr h 


Jackpot not won 
carried forward a 


Shrimptun) 4-10-12 J Otbcme (2-1 lav) 

Skehanagh Bridge b g Strong Gale - 
NatHsttH/vw (DAPImJ 6-11-6 Mr W Muttra 
( 12 - 1 ) 8 
ALSO RAN: 7 Supervene. 9 Mnela MaNor, 
12 Maim de Mucique. 16 Lottery Ticket, 
Montcaaman (5th), 20 Dehaa's F’rofflea 
rah). Fdrname Fames. WSd West Wind. 25 
Phaaneer. 33 Polbcal Panto. Wistoy 
Wonder. 50 Hoh Ddivery. Karideigh Lad. 
Marxkal (4th). Omar. Tara Rambler, 68 
Akutte. Luca Forta 21 ran. itel 3J4L SL 
ZHL eh hd. J Jettemn ad Malon. Tote: 
£450: £1.90. Cl 70. OMJ. DF- £350 Trio: 
£4820. CSF: £11.44 

of £142^10.48 
uday). 

Ptecepot £304a Ouarteat £2150. 

Nottingham 

Going: good to soft (wit In pieces) 

2.10 (2m 51110yd hdte) 1, Five Ftega (R 
WBteson, 8-1); 2, Luks Akua (4-1 te^; 3, 
Quiet Mstre&9 (11-2); 4, Ctoghran Lad 
18-11.21 rein NR: She Knwr The Rutefc 2L 
U Mre S Smth. Tote E12B0: £m £120. 
2250. £320. OR £18.20. CSF: £43S2. 
Tricast E1S329. 

2.40 (2m 5( 110yd ch) 1, Dfstincthe > 
Tdey. 94): 2, Master Of The Rode i 
3, Gku&dBlB (2-1 fev) 9 ran 
Wttroon. Tote: £240; £1.70. £310. £130 
DF: £820. CSF: £1033. 

3.10 (2m StllOyd hdte) 1. Island Chief (R 
?. 3>i); 2 imad (2-1 fev): 3. Mytand 
18 ran. 21. 13. P Beamorrt Tore: 

); £150. £1.90. £150. DF £520. CSF: 
£1033 

3^5 Em hde) 1. KhdUl (Mss S Michel. 
9-fJc Z CHI Wind (4-1); 3. Shshgiam (2-1 
fey). 8 ran. NFL Northnm NeUon. ISk. 4i. D 
GandoBa Tote: £14.70: ffla, 61.60. 
£1.10. DF: £4350. CSF: £4258 Tncat 
E32.14 

420 (3m 41 hd») 1, Rutue (W McFsnaid, 
12-1): 2. Poflerton'B mie (4-i): 3, Fortunes 
Course tori. 8 ran. 41, iw B Smerr 
Tote: £30.40; £380. £1.40. £130. DF: 
£12.80 CSF: £5322. Tncoat £130.40. 
4J55 (3m at 1 io*3 ch) 1. The Bofler White 
[A P McCoy. 2-1 lav); 2, Young Mm (5*1), 
3. Impeccable Tmhg (11-2). a rare 3W, 
1-Jt T Thnrynwi irw Tnle-f9VY PI in 


taettve (J F 
Rock (152); 
13, 12L M 


£1.70, £130. DF- S330. CSF- £1255 
Tricast £44 80. 

520 (2m Rat race) 1. Fetdepre 


£1160 DF-E3S60 CSF: ES9.73. 

Ptecepot £3.10. 

Quad pot £1.70. 

Newton Abbot 

Going: heavy 

220 (2m 61 Mb) 1. Feels Uto Gold (P 
Honey, 4-fl fev); Z Red Parade (2-1); 3, 
Wise RonzBi (50-1). 7 ren. 1 Ml, 301. M Pipe. 
Tote: CIS): £1.10. £120. DF: £1.40. CSF. 
E2.B6. 

3.00 (2m 5t ch) 1. Pop Song (A Thornton. 
9-1); 2, Touraen Prince favl; 3, 
Abbotaham (IM). Only 3 blitted. 5 ran. 
41. da G Rod Tote- £980: £2.70. £1 60. 
OF: £320 CSF: £15 83. 

3.40 On 8 hefle) 1, Super Sped (R 
Massey. M fev): 2. Warfield fl 1-4); 3, EKb 
R eg (&2). 5 ran. 20L 3KHL G Ham Tote. 
£260; £1 70.£120.DF:£S60.CSF:e7M. 
4.15 (3m 2T1)0yd ch) 1, ABo George (A 
Thornton. Evens fev); 2 , Skerry Meadow 
(11-1). Otty 2 finished 4 ran. Da. A 
Newcombe. Tote: £1S0. DF: £11.00. CSF- 
EB 8& After a stewarda' nquky. result 
stood. 

4 J0 (an 110yd Ch) I. Agra (M Ffchante, 

4- 5fev]; 2, Pwneer PetelB-1);3,Cootae 

5- 2). 5 ran. Sh fid. 20L M Ptoo. Ttta: £1 jft 

5 40. £2-60. DF: £220. £829. 

5^5 (2m 1 f hdte) 1. Daly Sport GM (Mr J L 
Llewelyn. 7-4 fev); 2. Suren 19-2); 3, Nne O 
ThreeJ7-2). 7 ran. 2H B LJawshn. 
Tofe: £2.40; El .40, £160. OF; EB.70. CST: 
£10.11. 

Pbcapoc E8XXL 
Quat^ot £9.40. 

□The Chdtenham Festival 
crowd was a record for the 
second day running until the 
total of paying customers re¬ 
turned at 38,450, up 1,878 on a 
vear aeo. 
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Agile minds enable Scotland to flower 


David Hands speaks 


to the coach who 


deprived England of 


the 1990 grand slam 


“ TT couldn't believe, still 
I can't, the first 15 min- 
I utes of that game in 

JL 1990. It was exactly 
what we wanted. They were 
probably the best England 
side ever. We said so in the 
press and we believed it. but 
for that first pan of the game 
they didn't have any ball, in a 
usable position.” 

That was five years ago 
when, for all the magnificent 
efforts of his players, half the 
credit for Scotland’s rugby 
union grand slam went to 
their coach. Ian McGeechan. 
Calcutta Cup. triple crown, 
five nations’ championship, 
all may have been decided at 
Murrayfieid on March 17. but 
it was during the preceding 
days that McGeechan had 
laid down the strategy that 
was to defeat England. 

Now all the domestic 
game’s prizes go on offer 
again with substantial differ¬ 
ences: this Saturday. England 
are on their own turf at 
Twickenham, they are a side 
who have achieved and their 
collective experience (460 caps 
as against 291) far outweighs 
that of Scotland. “England are 
on a roll, like Scotland, but 
they are at home, they have 
the experience, they must be 
huge favourites.. .but so they 
were in 1990," McGeechan 
said 

So where did the plot go 
astray? “Any good side is a 
rhythm side.” McGeechan, 
whose charges in his profes¬ 
sional role at Northampton 
include the England for¬ 
wards. Tim Rodber and Mar¬ 
tin Bayfield. sakL “England 
had been so impressive they 
hadn't had to think about 
changing tactics. 1 identified 
who they played through and 
we worked on ways of not 
allowing them into that 
pattern. 



five, they work together well 
and Rob Andrew can vary the 
next point of anack.” 

So where will Scotland win 
on Saturday, given that what¬ 
ever else they may do. Eng¬ 
land will not underestimate 
them in the wav they did five 
years ago? “Scotland really 
believe they should be there, 
that they can do things. You 
can see a lightness of foot that 
developed against Ireland; 
five players came in from the 
Scotland A side that beat the 
South Africans. Rob Wain- 
wright comes back, you only 
need two or three things to go 
right and you're a better side 
than people imagined. 
They’ve grown up very quick¬ 
ly together and they have 
moved on tactically. We were 
old-fashioned, predictable. 


David Solei, the ca ptain, celebrates Scotland’s decisive victory against England at Murrayfieid five years ago 


“Once I’d isolated the way 
they wanted to play I put 
pieces of video together from 
every game, and you could 
almost put tme on top of the 
other. Then we threw things 
at them they hadn't had to 
think of before. Their key men 
were the lineout, where they 
had not one variation, and 
Will Carling, who was taking 
them over the gain line. 

“Until Mike Catr came 
along, they were never really 
a force from full back, they Ye 
always attacked with six men 
rather than seven. We reck¬ 
oned that if you put a lot of 


pressure on the midfield, they 
wouldn’t bring the wings in so 
we were automatically cutting 
out the wider threat And we 
had the best Scottish team I 
can remember they were 
strong characters and they 
were flexible. 

“We acknowledged that at 
some stage of the game we 
would be under pressure like 
we had never known before, 
because England were a good 
side. They were always going 
to get it right at some stage 
during the match, when we 
would go through an intense 
15 to 20 minutes, so we 


worked on defence. We want¬ 
ed two players in the area of 
every ball-carrier so that 
when one tackle went in. there 
was always someone else 
within striking distance. 

“We wanted to be tight and 
we wanted to keep the ball on 
the move. We played tap and 
go and we knew that, with a 
New Zealand referee [David 
Bishop], we would be allowed 
to ruck. England liked to go to 
ground whereas we thought if 
we stayed on our feet, we 
might pick up penalties. Even 
so. we needed that period of 
initial domination to prove to 


ourselves it could be done. We 
got hold of the game and we 
got points on the board.” 

If England, who lost 13-7. 
were strong, then McGee¬ 
chan believes them to be 
stronger now with the addi¬ 
tion of Catt and because of 
their greater mental agility. 
“They are playing a more 
tactical game and they have 
more decision-makers. 

“Now their lineout is even 
bigger and their back row has 
been such an influential at¬ 
tacking platform. They proba¬ 
bly have better natural ball 
players aD round the front 


" codand are smaller 

than England but 
.they can get under 
k-' than and there is a 
greater understanding, by 
both sides, of the need to keep 
the ball in hand and not kick it 
away. The great thingaboul 
this game, about this champ¬ 
ionship, is that we have a final 
day which no one predicted 
and we are at fast developing 
a game that is akin to the 
southern-hemisphere nations. 

“Scotland have to know 
how to put pressure on Eng¬ 
land and be realistic about 
what they can achieve. They 
have to stop England control¬ 
ling set-piece ball. 

“They' know they have to 
play the game of their lives 
but that was the case in 1990. 
You only need an advantage 
for 15 to 20 minutes and if you 
turn it into points you have a 
tremendous psychological 
hold on the game. But Scot¬ 
land won’t win it with just 
heart and spirit, they have to 
play it with their heads, know 
exactly what they are trying to 
do and do ir for 80 minutes. 
Some people still think 1990 
was harum-scarum. It wasn’t 
It was very disciplined, vety 
careful thinking on and off the 
field.” 


.Andrew at work, page 14 


Townsend relives dream 


ByMarkSouster 


ASKING a Scottish rugby 
union supporter whal he was 
doing on March 17, 1990, is 
rather like asking of an En¬ 
glishman his whereabouts on 
July 30. 1966. Gregor 

Townsend certainly remem¬ 
bers where he was when 
Scotland upset the odds so 
dramatically to beat England 
13-7 and claim the grand slam 
— at Boys Brigade camp near 
Inverness. 

There, as a 16-year-old 
schoolboy, he and a friend 
watched the final ten minutes 
of that pulsating encounter on 
a flickering television set 

Already a talented stand-off 
half who had represented 
Scotland at under-15 level, 
Townsend recalls the surge of 
pride at that success and his 
own thoughts at the time. “1 
knew 1 wanted to be there in a 
similar situation,” he said. On 
Saturday, at Twickenham, 
when Scotland and England 
again meet in a grand-slam 
dander, he will be. Now 21 
and in his final year at 
Edinburgh University, 
Townsend epitomises the 
wind of change that is blowing 
through Scottish rugby. 


The Gala centre and stand¬ 
off who, over the past three 
years, has built a reputation as- 
the most gifted rugby football¬ 
er of his generation in Scot¬ 
land. if not the most 
consistent, made his debut at 
Twickenham in 1993 as a 
replacement Two years and 11 
caps later, his return to 
London for such a big occa¬ 
sion will hold few terrors for a 
young man whose philosophy 
about the way the game 
should be played remains the 
same whatever the stage. 

"You must enjoy yourself 
and the way you play,” he 
said. “It’s far better to play 
your best rugby and. lose than 
play badly and win. Rugby, 
after afl, is an amateur sport 
and you should still enjoy it” 

Heresy, perhaps, to some. 
Yet Townsend, a Corinthian 
spirit who has recovered from 


Dougie Morgan, the Scotland 
coach, publicly condemning 


his performance in the first 
international against Argenti¬ 
na last summer, remains 
undaunted. 

He and Kenny Logan, his 
international team-mate with 
whom he has risen through 


the ranks, are confident excit¬ 
ing players; the heartbeat of a 
-team that is: improving with 
every game. Logan proved his 
value against Wales on March 
4; Townsend had done so in 
Pails a fortnight before. 

Jim Telfer, the Scottish Rug¬ 
by Union director of rugby, 
said that Townsend came of 
age that day. He scored his 
first international try at Parc 
des Princes and then set up the 
majestic match-winner for 
Gavin Hastings. 

The image of Townsend 
riding two despairing French 
tackles just long enough to 
deliver a back-hand pass to 
Hastings is one that will 
linger. It had the mark of 
genius. Yet, only minutes be¬ 
fore, Townsend’S failure to 
find touch had resulted in 
France scoring what looked 
like the winning try. That, to 
some, was the flawed side of 
this most talented of players. 

Townsend has speed off the 
mark, an ability to create 
space and to exploit a gap, and 
a bewitching sidestep. The 
tag “-unfulfilled potential" has 
been cast aside. England have 
been warned. 


England adjust try target 


“ENGLAND have lost the 
knack of scaring tries," Jack 
Rowell said in South Africa 
last summer. The statistics for. 
their five matches in the 1993 s 
94 season confirmed his view: 
four were devoid of tries and 
the fifth, against Wales, of¬ 
fered two — one from a lineout 
on the Welsh line (David 
Hands writes). 


Since then, matters have 
picked up. England’s first two 
internationals under Rowell’S 
management produced two 
tries in the two meetings with 
South‘ Africa, but this season 
they have averaged three a 
match; had they accepted all 
the scoring chances offered, 
notably against Ireland, it 
would have been four. But the 
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record under Rowell's prede¬ 
cessor, Geoff Cooke, should 
not be judged by. his final 
season. There were two sea¬ 
sons when England's tiy 
count rivalled this season: the 
grand-slam season of 1992 and 
that of 1990 which ended 
when the grand slam went to 
Scotland. 

In Cooke’s first two seasons 
England were lacking confi¬ 
dence, although they did dose 
I98S-S9 with rune tries against 
Romania- Once they had per¬ 
suaded themselves they were a 
competitive force, they enjoyed 
a magnificent I9894X), with 
ten tries against Fiji, but the 
loss to Scotland forced them 
into a period of introspection 
from which they did not 
emerge until a prize stood on 
the shelf — their 1991 grand 
slam. 

The World Cup did not 
allow them to relax, but there¬ 
after they scored 15 tries in the 
five nations’ championship. 
The laws changed, and some 
key personnel, and the tries 
dried up in the next two 
seasons, A change of manage¬ 
ment and coach has forced fee 
players to adjust their sights: 
the result has been the inte¬ 
grated game this season. 






Answers from page 35 
BOS IE 

A googty bowled at cricket fe something that looks as (bough it is 
going fa) be a leg-break hot turns out to be an offbreak or a top-spnmer. 
hypocoristic, !e a pet name; from B.T.J. Bosanqnet. an English 
cncketer. Charlie Gnmraett. Getting Wickets, 1930: "It was at this time 
that I (earned to bowl the bosie or googfy — an offbreak with a leg- 
break action.'* 

CWM 

(b) A valley, in physical geography a bowtabaped hollow partly 
enclosed by steep walls lying at die head oT a vaftnr or on a mountain 
dope and formed originally by a £ader. a cirque, from the Welsh awn 
a coomb. “While cwm may occur purely as a place-name, teduricafty the 
word is restricted to the huge osldnwshaped hollows found high up 
on the heavfly glaciated dopes.” 

DYSPHEMISM 


I or expression 

jr a pleasant or inoffensive one. also, a word of expression so used, 
from the Greek dus- DL for die worse + phemismos an expression. 
“Professor Camay, the distingii^sed French philologist, has coined the 
word dyspbenrism as a set-off to enpben u sm. to which it is directly 
apposed. It consists, above &B. in toe substitution for dignified or 
snnpfy normal terms, of expressions borrowed from spheres more 
vulgar, familiar, and joyous.” 


FLOBERT 

(U A brcnMoading rifle or a cartridge designed for it. an eponym 
from the Frendt armourer N. Ftobai (I819-M). “The Robert cartridge 
is notable as bring an evolution of the peratssxra cap.” 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I Rxdri wins on the spot, as 1 - Qxd6 2 Qxg7 is mate. 
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Faldo sets sights on 
masteiy of Augusta 


From Mel Webb in orlando 


THE technicolor delights of 
the Masters await and, with 
less than three weeks to go 
before the annual pilgrimage 
to Augusta National, the high 
temple of golfing real estate, 
the great and the good of the 
game are gathering. 

The leading 24 players in 
the world rankings have aD 
arrived at Bay Hill for the 
Nestfe Invitational, which 
starts today, and while some 
'may be confident, others less 
so. nobody will go into this 
tournament and what will 
follow it wife more buoyancy 
than Nick Faldo. 

Faldo shook a few and 
shocked a lot more when he 
committed himself to playing 
on fee US PGA Tour this 
season. Barely muted accusa¬ 
tions of desertion were mut¬ 
tered by certain sections of the 
British press, and by no 
means all of his fellow players 
on fee PGA European Tour 
were behind his decision. 

Accusations of many kinds 
have been levelled at Faldo 
over tiie years. He is not 
always his own best friend 
when it comes to making 
public utterances, and not 
even he has ban immune 
from making the odd tactical 
error over his career path. 
Coming to the United States is 
emphatically not one of them. 


After a quiet start, he has 
blossomed in the last fort¬ 
night. winning the DoraF- 
Ryder Open two weeks ago 
and sharing second place with 
Ian Woosnam in the Honda 
Classic last week. He is a 
happy man. and he is allow¬ 
ing it to show. 

“The idea when. I decided to 
come here was to have some 
continuity and keep at it in 
consistently good conditions.” 
he sakL “I played pretty well 
on the West Coast then had 
two good weeks off at Lake 
Nona, working at my game 
with David Lead better. When 
I won the Doral-Ryder. it 
made il all worthwhfle.” 

Faldo faces opposition here 
from a host of celebrated 
figures, among them 
Woosnam, Severiano Ball¬ 
esteros, Jos6 Maria Olaz&bai 
and Colin Montgomerie. All 
have reason to be satisfied 
with the opening weeks of the 
season. The happiest of the lot 
however, remains Faldo, and 
the greatest indication of his 
feel-good factor came when he 
was asked if he would be 
ready if fee Masters were to be 
played tomorrow. "Yep,” he 
said with a small glint of battle 
in his eyes. “I'm ready." Those 
three little words were an 
unequivocal statement of 
intent 


Gambling is flight of 
fantasy says Davies 


From Patricia Davies in phoenix 


WAY OUT west here in 
Arizona, home of the Stan¬ 
dard Register Ping tourna¬ 
ment which starts today, the 
mystery of' the missing de¬ 
fending champion was a story 
with a happy ending for Kristi 
Albers, a Texan from El Paso, 
who badly needed a good 
break. 

It came courtesy of Laura 
Davies, who won the tide last 
year but thought she had not 
been included in the pre- 
tournament WUTd shoot-out 
and, she said, went shopping. 
What about the rumour feat 
she had taken the short flight 
to Las Vegas to indulge her 
passion for gambling?. “I 
went shopping,” she insisted, 
grinning, and anxious that 
Rita, her mother, should not 
be misled by anything she 
might read in fee papers 
about her gambling. 

It might be useful to know, 
by the way. that the Davies 
money is on Algan in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup and 
she has had her betting 
successes already this year. 

Some of the renowned Da¬ 
vies luck must have nibbed 
offon Albers, who had missed 
two out of three cuts so far this 
season and had her car bro¬ 
ken into on Monday. She and 
Kelly Robbins duly won the 
foursomes contest and $5,000 


(about £3,160). “Now 111 be 
able to buy a new back 
window for my car,” Albers 
said. 

Davies does not hold out 
high hopes of repeating the 
heroics of last season — the 
best of her career — when she 
won three times in the United 
States in the space of five 
outings and was No I in the 
money-list, with earnings of 
$687,201. “History tells you it's 
very unusual to have years 
like feat back to back.” Da¬ 
vies, the consummate student 
of form, said. 

However. having not 
played more than nine holes 
in six weeks at home before 
leaving to compete at 'fticson 
last week, she was delighted 
wife fee form she showed in 
finishing 20th. “My iron play 
surprised me," she said. “1 
hit a lot of shots down the 
flag." 

More of the same this week 
and she might surprise her¬ 
self by winning again. 

There are 15 Europeans 
playing here this week, but 
Catriona Matthew, fee Scot¬ 
tish rookie, is notone of them. 
She is flying home to Edin¬ 
burgh after having an opera¬ 
tion to remove an ovarian cyst 
in Tucson last Thursday and 
is not expected to play for five 
or six weeks. 
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RADIO CHOICE . 


The return of 
Old King Coal 


Tower. Radio 4,2LDQpm. 

Writing his play about the impact on a South Wate vijjty <* the 
national coalstrike ten years ago. 

easy way out. He has liberally flavoured fact with fantag: The 
scraightroward enough: Tower, the last .deep mme “ 
faces closure. The miners have three choices —fight take 

redundancy money, or buy the pit and run it me msdv es. Tne plays 
fantasy element f-- J ~ J *— " muiwc chairman 


money, or ouy me pu oj y— 
mt is provided fry a doughty but dead miners cnampian 
(Islwyn Morris) who ineffectually insinuates himself into the action 

1 - - J — r ■ . -1 _ “ U n 1- rv, r. nnri Kic hPTPOVM 


iisiwyii munis; - I-. .■ ■ 

while telling us a fairy-tale in which he is king and his bereaved 
family are knights and princesses. Pullen writes with much wit, 
imagination and, above all, an acute understanding of the reside n ce 
of die Welsh at bay. 


Paradise Lost in Space. Radio 4,630pm. 

Episode two of Colin Swash’S serial indicates the route the renaming 

m ■■ i «__ I rt trtV i nmnu pgQ JJQJjJg 

___mess the 

_ jr it goes. The ill-matched couple 

(Tony Robinson. David Haig) who fetch up cm a distant planet in 
their toilet cubicle, tonight introduce fire and the jacket potat o to gs 
inhabitants. However, the process of sophistication had already 
started, space junk in the shape of a volume of Noel Coware ***** 
having been washed up on the planet Peter 



RADIO 1 


WORLD SERVICE 


FM Stereo. AJBOam Oivb Warren £30 
Steve WngM SLOO Simon Mayo 12Q0 
Lisa 1'Anson. Induting at 1230- 
12.45pm Newsbear 2.00 Nicky Camp- 
Pell. live (ram Glasgow with the Scottish 
heat ot War of the Noses 440 Mark 
GootSer. including at 4.20 The Amazing 
Spiderm an ; and at 5JO-&A5 Newsbeat 
7.00 Evenmg Session 9.00 Soundbite 
1000 Mark RodcSfle 12.00-WWam 
Lvm Parsons 


RADIO 2 


FM Stereo (LQOarn Sarah Kennedy 
MS Pause tar Thought 7.30 Wake lip 
to Wogan 9.15 Pause (or Thought 9.30 
Ken Bruce 11 JO Jimmy Toung 2-OOpm 
Sana Humford 3JJQ Ed Stewart SOS 
John Dunn 7X0 Marc Blake's Whining 
for England 7.30 David Aflan 9.00 Paul 
Janes mciurfing blues guitarist Mfck PW 
aid hs band 10J30 British Oxntry 
KL30 The Jamesons 1246am Stave 
Madden 3JM Atex Lesrw 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


5.00am Morning Reports 6.00 The 
Breakfast nogramme &3S The Maga¬ 
zine. induing ar 9.40 Film Review; 
10-35 Evonaws; 11.00 Gut Reaction 
12.00 Midday with Mar, including at 
1234pm Maneyehsck 2.05 The ChsJ- 
lenhsm Festival; and at 245 Prime 
Minster's Question Time 4J30 Nation¬ 
wide 7.00 News Extra 7.35 Women on 
Top 7X5Tte Thursday Match - Auxerrev 
Arsenal 10.05 News Talc 11-00 Night 
Extra, induing at 11 AS The Financial 
World Tonight 1205am Night Moves 
2.05UpABNgft 


AS tmes In GMT. 4J30an> BBC EngBsh 
4.45 Fruhmagszfn 5-00 Newshour 6.00 
Morgenmegazin 630 Europe Today 
7 JJO News 7.15 The bseperabto Turns 
7.30 Network UK SJOO News 6.10 
Wdrds ot Faith 8.15 Good Books 8L3Q 
John Peel 9X» News 9XJ5 Business 
Report 9.15 From Our Own Corres¬ 
pondent 9^0 Farming 9.45 Sport 1600 
News 1001 A ss ignment 1030 Quota 
Unquote 11.00 NgwsdesK 11.15 BBC 
EngKsh 11X5 MWagsrnagadn 1200 
News 1210pm Words ot Faith 12.15 
Multitrack 1245 Sport 1J» News 205 
Outlook 230 The tnssperabto Tabs 
2AS The Laatring WorU 300 News 
3.15 Greenfield Collection 3L30 Chelten¬ 
ham Gold Cup 240 GraertieU Colec¬ 
tion cant. 4J0 News 4.15 BBC Engfeh 
4J30 Heute Attuefl SM News 5jOS 
Business 5.15 BBC Engftsh 6J» 
Newsdesk 630 Heute AktusI 7JXJ 
News 7.05 Outlook 7 JO On the Move 
7A5 Farming &00 News 8.10 Wards af 
Faftft 8.15 The Vtald Today630Europe 
Today 0M News 10X6 Business 
Report 10.15 Network UK 1045 Sport 
11 X10 Newsdesk 11 JO Quote Unquo»: 
1200 News 1215am Music Review 
1J30 News 1X6 Outlook 1.30 On the 
Move IAS Global Concerns 200 
Newsdesk 230 A HMory of the Now* 
3jQ0 News 3.15 Sport 3J30 Focus on 
Faith 4X» Newsdesk 


CLASSIC FM 


6 XX)am Nick Bate/ 9.00 Angela Rippon 
1200 Susameh Simons ZJOOpm 
Lunchtime Concerto 3.00 Jamie Crick 
6 X10 Classic Reports 7XJ0 The Travel 
Grade 8X» Evening Concert KLQO 





VIRGIN 1 S 1 

SXXtam Maurice Dee, Carol McGlfAn 

VinulH 1 A 1 J b 


moo Scott Chisholm 1.00pm Anne 
Raebun 3XX) Tonvny Boyd 7X6 
Samantha Msah, Sean Boiger 10X6 
Caesar 1 XKJam Al Kafly 


600am Ru3S'n'Jono 9XM Richard 
Skinner 1200 Graham Dene 4X»pm 
Wendy Lloyd 7J00 Paul Coyte 11JQO 
Nick Abbot 2X)0ain Jeney Lee Grace . 


RADIO 3 


630 Open Unhreratty: Social 
Science Foundation Course: 
Assignment 103 
655 Weather 

7XXJ On Air, with Andcew ' ; ‘- 

McGregor. Handel (Conoerto . 
grosso in F, Op 3 No 4a]; Bax 
(Legend); Ravel (Piano 
Concerto to the Left-Hand); 
Francesco CavalTr (Lauda 
Jerusalem); Purcell (A 
selection of songs); 

Stravinsky (PeOuaika) 

9XX) Composer of the Week. 
Wagner (The Ring; Tristan; 
The Mastersmgere; 
Hutongungsmarech; Polka in 
G; Bne Sonata Kir das Aftxjm 
von Frau MW; Ankuntt bei 
den schwarzen Schwanen; 
Albumbiatt in C, in das Album 
der FursCn Mettemrch; 
Wesendonck Lieder) 

10.00 Musleaf Encounters; 

GabrieD (Sonata XX a 22, 
Canzoni e Sonata 1615); 

10X17 Artist of the Week: 

Dmitri Hvorostovsky, baritone. 
Borodin (No sleep, no rest. 
Prince Igor); 10.15 Mozart 
(Piano Concerto No 12 in A); 
Granger (Scotch Strathspey 
and Reel); Beethoven 
(Bagatefes, Op 126. 
excerpts); Bax (Symphony No 
3; Hal 16 Orchestra) 

1200 Ensemble: The Fibonacci 




Sequence (r) 

pm The Boston Romantics: 


1 .00pm' 

Music from lata 19th-century 
Boston, Inducing George 
Chadwick, Horatio Parker and 
Charles tves 

2 XM Schools: Radio Q and A 2XJ5 
In the News 22S Something 
to Think About infant 
Assemblies 2w40 Music 
Workshop: Muste Course 3 * 
Orpheus 


3X)0 The B8C Orchestras: BBC 
i Orchestra under - 
r.-Hertug. Webern 
" ,Opt);Haydn 
‘! in B 

jh Dyqfak (SymphonyNo 8 

4.15 York Phma Trio: Wffiam 
Reed(PsanoTrio,Op27); . 
W*am HurtotonB (Piano Trio 
in G) (r) 

5.00 The Hush: Machine: Tommy 
Peason explores musical 
entertainment in the Second 
Wbrfd War, and rfisoovers 
how musk: helped morale 

5.15 hi Tune: Mozart (Concert * 
aria - Chlo mi scordl di te); 
Brahms (Ballade in B, Op 10 
No 4) 

7XXJ Aitwci B A Eve from. 
Stationers’ Hall, f 
Parley of Instrunentsl 
floyGoodm . 

... Thomas Ame’s opera,' 
on his own translation of 
Metastaslo, In a new 
reconstruction by Peter 
Holman. Acts 1 end t, 650 
Interval: Peter Hotman looks 
at the problems ot 
reconstructing the opera; 

9.10 Act 3 • • • 

10.15 Thne and Changes: Stan 
Tracey, jazz pianist md 
axTjxjssr, talks to Geoffrey 

10.45 Night Waves: Christopher 
Cook asks why so many arts 
but so few boys reed Louisa: 

MayAJeoa 

11 ^O-l 230am Voices: Matthias 
Gome, baritone, and Wotfram 


end 


by Schubert, 

Schumann 
1.30-2.40 Night School: Coma 

jjfdPrareeSpecial2X» > 
German 12-14: Racfio Ak& 


RADIO 4 


555am Stepping Forecast 5.00 
News Briefing; Weather 610 
Farming Todm 6X25 Prayer 
to the Day. with the Rev Ruth 
Scott 630 Today Inci 7.00, 
7.30, BJJO, 8.30 News 7-25, 
625 Sport 7-45 Thought for 
the Day 640 Yesterday in 
Parliament 658 Wfealher 
9.00 News 9X15 The Moral Maze: 
Michael Buerk chairs a 
discussion on the moral 
questions behind the week's 
news. With Janet Dafsy, 

Rabbi Hugo Gryn, Edward 
Pearce and Dr David Starkey 
10XJ0-1630 News; Alter Eden 
(FM only}: Alison Leonard's 
six-part drama series about a 
woman pnesL With Christine 
Pritchard ( 3 / 6 ) 

10-00 Daily Servfea (LW only) 

1615 Something Understood (LW 

*"V Mercy A spiritual 


latest play, Jam. si the 
Leicester Haymarkefc aid 
. Hlghsmilh's last novel 

445 Tolling Stories: Bertram’s , » 
Funeral. David Burke reads - 
Aten Masse s story 
5 XX) pm, with Linda Lewis arid 
Hugh Sykes 5.50 Shipping 
Forecast 655 Weather 
SJO Sbecypt ockfie^ 

630 Paradise Lost in Space: - ■ 
See Choice 

VS, I#®* 9 7.05 The Archers 

7-20 Soundtrack; Gary Gable has ■ 
dedicated most ofbte He to 
• exposing the activities of toe •- 
far nght rn the pages of hte -- - 

D«TysfflakBway examines 
tne J “® tate “re* human n^ure 
aripDcations to public . 


1630 Woman's Hour I nha nog g 

writer Hanan al Shaykh ta«<s 
to Jemi Murray 
11 JO From Our Own 

Correspondent Reports 
Irani BBC correspondents 
araund the world 

12X10 News; You and Yours, with 
Tasneem SkMqi 

1225pm Questions of Tests: 

Chris Kelly introduces 
highlights from the food^and- 

timk pana game (r)i25S 

Weather 

1.00 TT» World at One, with Nick 
Clarke 

1-40 The Archers (r) 1.55 
Shippira Forecast 
2XX1 News; Tower See Choice 
3X» News; The Afternoon Shm 
4.00 News 4X5 Kaleidoscope; 
Paul Anen reviews 
Shakespeare’s Titus 
Andcracus; Howard Baker's 


448 “■"BW Than Fiction: In 
m e s eegraj of a six-part • 
series, Jin Paton Walsh 
°wwiciefis the Gospel 
accounts of the trial and • 

death of Jesus 

9XM Does Ho Tatar Sugar? For 
weamer 

^ TheWorid Tonight 

1 ^^L5. B4,dtttie: ' n “ Dtar y 

otAdamand Eve, by Mark. 
Twain, fead by Patoex. 

11 ^Ss^ nee:WBfl • • 

^’f'^srroving short story of 
gSgggtoin 1890s Boston. 
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Real Dutch courage in the face of death 


L et us postpone no longer." 
Cees van Wendel said. It 
may have taken a few 
more syllables than Gary 
Gilmour’s infamous “let’s do it", 
but the meaning was identical. He 
wanted to die — now. 

Actually, Van Wendel’s request 
bad contained far fewer syllables 
than the American murderer's — 
at least when it came to spoken 
ones. At the age of 63. this 
Amsterdam restaurant owner was 
in the final, terrible stages of motor 
neurone disease, an incurable 
condition that had already robbed 
him of his movement and had now 
taken away his speech. Instead, he 
spelt the letters out on a board 
picking them out with a frail 
finger. His patient, devoted wife, 
Anthotnette, read them oul 
“Let. . - us . . . postpone . . . 
no... longer." It was difficult to 
bear. It was impossible to bear. 

It took about 45 minutes of 
Death on Request (BBC 2) last 


night before someone used the 
word “release". Dr Van Oijen was 
checking that his patient still 
wanted to go through with what 
the Dutch-made documentary 
called “the euthanasia”. “You don’t 
feel threatened by it?" "On the 
contrary," Cees croaked, “more of 
a release." “Yes." echoed the 
faithful Anthoinerte. “a release." 
But it was also a release for us. 
release from one of the most 
powerful and emotionally drain¬ 
ing pieces of television that 1 can 
recall seeing. 

The death, when it came, was 
quick, quiet and devastating. Re¬ 
lief. such as there was, arrived only 
in the almost comic shape that the 
habits of a lifetime impose even at 
moments such as these. “Just tell 
me when you are ready, Cees.” Dr 
Van Oijen said. “Let him finish his 
drink." Antoinette snapped. 
“Cheers." croaked Cees. as he 
sucked a glass of port through a 
straw. It was the night of his 63rd 


birthday, the day he had chosen to 
be his last. As Antoinette helped 
her husband into bed for the last 
rime, te metodical Dr Van Oijen 
prepared his syringes. 

Subtitles can lessen the impact 
of a foreign language production, 
but in tis case they heightened it 

— raising te tension as communi¬ 
cation moved slowly through the 
painful process of croaks, spelling 
board, Dutch and finally English. 
“Saying goodbye is to die a little," 
flashed up te subtitle as the last 
moments drew near. More croaks 

— "but now it is not a little". It 
definitely was not. 

A lthough it had been promot¬ 
ed as impartial, it was 
difficult to see Maarten 
Nederhorsfs caring and sympa¬ 
thetic film as anything other than 
in favour of euthanasia. A patient 
was suffering terribly and wanted 
to die. A doctor wanted to end the 
suffering. “What else can I offer 


REVIEW 



Matthew 
Bond 


him?" Dr Van Oijen asked. “No- 
one can give him an alternative.” 

The position of the doctor, as 
revealed by the film, is not an easy 
one — ethically, clinically or emo¬ 
tionally. Dr Van Oijen deliberately 
refuses to keep count of the 
patients he has “put to sleep" and 
admitted that he is not exactly, as 
the subtitles put it the life and soul 
of the party. “It casts a shadow 
over my whole life." 


Back in the Van Wendels* canal- 
side home, Cees’s pain was about 
to end. The day before, he had 
written a letter of farewell to his 
wife on his specially adapted 
computer, it took less than a 
minute to read. It had taken him 
five hours to write. Now it was 
time to say goodbye. As Dr Van 
Oijen administered a strong seda¬ 
tive, Antoinette held her hus¬ 
band's hand. “We’re doing it 
together, aren’t we Cees? Only I 
cant go with you now. You have to 
go by yourself.” 

When it was finally done. 
Anrhoinette went into the back¬ 
room and blew her nose loudly. 
When it was finally done, I sat on 
the sofa and blew mine louder still. 

For some unknown reason. 
Michael Jackson, the controller of 
BBCZ had ensured that the 
evening had got off to an almost as 
disturbing start with the final 
instalment of the quite splendid 
Magic Animal series. After last 


week's little problem with the 
dolphins (turned out to be a bunch 
of porpoise murderers) it was the 
turn of The Snake. Visually, this 
was your worst nightmare, with 
the director. Ann Hawker, littering 
her Gothic set with very much 
aUve and slithering serpents. 1 
noticed, however, that they were 
kept well away from the narrator, 
Miranda Richardson. 

I f ever there was a reptile in 
need of an image makeover ir 
is the snake. A zoo curator, 
who had somehow survived ■ a 
dose encounter with a black 
mamba, put irpretty succinctly. I 
thought. “-First of all we have a 
problem with their shape." Yup. 
“They have none of the fuzzy, 
warm features that we identify as 
being desirable in other animals." 
No argument there. “And 
then..." Yes? .. some of them 
are venomous.” 1 was out of there. 
But there was no escape. ITV — 


rather cruelly I thought — was 
showing the feature film 
Arach nophobia, and on BBC1 
there was Esther Rantzen’s Hearts 
of Gold. It was Brookside or the 
snakes? Reluctantly, I stayed with 
the snakes. 

Richardson may have been an 
Ophidian-free rone, but she knew 
her snake history—reca lling those 
halcyon. pre-Eden days when die 
snake was one of the good guys. 
The days when snakes were the 
symbol of Just about everything — 
life, water, sex. healing, wisdom, 
even immortality. Then along 
came Eve. and it's been downhill 
and dust ever since. 

Richardson. I recall, suggested it 
might be time for change — that to 
lose our fear we have to embrace 
the snake. Well, if she wants to 
cuddle up with a cobra that's fine. 
Personally. I was still recovering 
from the director’s plat du jour— 
spaghetti with a live snake sauce. 
You want Parmesan on that? 


6.00am Business Breakfast (65622) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (95133974) 

9.05 Kitroy (s) (5284245) 

10.00 News (Ceefax), regional news and weather 

(7506326) 10.05 East E nders — The Early Days 

(r) . (Ceefax) (8686429) 10.35 Good Morning with 
Anne and Nldk (s) (7921993) 

12.00 News (Ceefax), regional news and weather 

(1364784) 12.05pm Pebble Mill (s) (7130697) 
12J55 Regional News and weather (15836603) 
1-00 One O’clock News (Ceefax) and weather (37790) 
1.30 Neighbours. (Ceefax) (3) (77580177) 1.50 Going 
for Gold (s) (77584993) 

2.15 FILM: House of Secrets (1956) starring Michael 
Crag and Julia Amall. Thriller about a British 
seaman who unwittingly becomes involved with a 
French counterfeiting gang planning to flood Britain 
with forged banknotes Directed by Guy Green 
(404806) 

3-50 Jacfcanory. Part three of Henrietta Branford's story 
Dimanche Diller (s) (8780871) 4.00 Robinson 
Sucroe (Ceefax) (9924968) 4.25 Animal Hospital 

(s) (4161852) 435 Mud. Comedy series. (Ceefax) 
(s) (1572887) 

5.00 Newsround (6779055) 5.10 Blue Peter. Includes a 
preview of National Science Week. (Ceefax) (s) 
(8816351) 

535 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (443626) 

6.00 Six O'clock News (Ceefax) and weather (871) 
630 Regional news magazines (351) 

7.00 Top of the Pops. (Ceefax) (s) (4516) 



6£0am open University: Biology 6.45 Geology 7.10 A 
Tropical Rainforest 735 Magnetic Earth (70643887) 
8.00 Breakfast News. (Ceelax and signing) (6563887) ■ 
8.15 Westminster On-Line (s) (4971210; 

9-00 Daytime on Two: Square One TV (5349332) 9.20 
Mathsphere (5263968) 9.40 You and Me (9038158) 
9.45 Come Outside (5337413) 10.00-1025 
Playdays (B697535) 10.25 Ghostwriter (8690622) 
10.55 Homes Across Europe (4673784) 11.10 
Healthe 2 (6761993) 11 JO Landmarks (9094326) 
11.50 Mad About Music (4999603) 12.10 Short 
Circuit (5876142) 1240 Working Lunch (96806) 
1.00 LrteschooJ (57729413) 1.25 History File 
(87423055) 1.45 Storytime (25169603) 2.00pm 
Stoppit and Tidyup (65718603) 2.05 Puppydog 
Tates (65717974) 

2.10 Next With Marti Caine (s) (74542351) 2.35 From 
. The Edge (Ceefax) (7888697) 

3.00 News (Ceefax) and weather followed by 
Westmins te r with Nick Ross (4179719) 

350 News (Ceefax) and weather (8788413) 

. 450 Today’s the Day (s) (264) 450 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (448) 5.00 The Oprah Winfrey Show 
. (Ceefax) (s) (3947974) 

5.40 Glynn Christian's Entertaining Microwave (r) 
(449595) 

6.00 Quantum Leap (r). (Ceefax) (808142) 

6.45 They Who Dare. (Ceefax) (s) (401697) 

750 Waiting For God (r). (Ceefax) (s) (2158) 

750 First Sight A Handful of Dust Asbestos in 
schools, homes and public buildings. Wales: First 
Sight: From Cradle to the Rave; East Matter of 
Fact; South: Southern Eye; West Close Up West 
(177) 

850 Life With Fred (r). (Ceefax) (s) (1806) 

850 Top Gear. (Ceefax) (s) (7413) 


The return of Sharon (Letitia Dean) (750pm) 

750 EastEnders (Ceefax) (s) (535) 

8.00 Animal Hospital Week with Rolf Hams and Sieve 
Knight (Ceefax) (s) (3264) 

850 Crown Prosecutor. Legal drama starring Michael 
Praed and Paris Jefferson There are some unwilling 
witnesses in a case against a pom fraudster. 
(Ceefax) (s) (9871) 

9.00 Nine O'Clock News (Ceefax), regional news and 
weather (8451) 

950 Grimewatch UK. Nick Ross and Sue Cook appeal 
for help from viewers m solving another catalogue of 
crimes. (Ceefax) (s) (863887) 

10.15 Question Time. David Dimbleby's guests include 
Brian Mawhinney. the Transport Secretary, and Jo 
Brand, the comic. (Ceefax) (654500). Wales: 10.15 
The Slate (774158) 10.45 Question Time (653871) 
11.45 Crimewatch UK Update (496974) 11.55 
Cagney and Lacey (383326) 12.45-2.Item FILM: 
The Knack and How to Get it (2136630) 

11.15 Crimewatch UK Update (Ceefax) (s) (882974) 
1155 Cagney and Lacey. Vintage detective senes(r). 

(Ceefax) (750429) 

12.15am FILM: The Knack and How to Get it (1965). 
Offbeat comedy starring Michael Crawford. Ray 
Brooks and Rita Tushmghsm. A naive 
schoolteacher and a handsome bachelor persuade 
a young northern lass to rent their spare room. 
Directed by Richard Lester (1733765) 1.40 
Weather (6515123) 


VARIATIONS 
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Public face of Jackie Kennedy Onassfa (C4,950pm) 

Secret lives: Jadue 
Channel 4.9.00pm 

She married (wo rich and famous men. lived 
unhappily with both, was twice widowed and spent the 
rest of her years in virtual seclusion until cancer killed 
her at the age of 64. Such is the story of Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis. This reassessment 
nothing in rakinj 
are short, spc 
welL She nobly endured Jade Kennedy's infidelities so 
that his presidential ambitions would not be tainted by 
scandal. Her dignified bearing after, his assassination 
was rightly admired. The worst the film can say about 
her is tnai she was appallingly extravagant, a source of 
anguish to both husbands. But she was also, says the 
journalist Jack Anderson, a princess. 

Pood Hie 
Channel4.830pm 


Rocker Sara Stockbridge (9.00pm) 


9.00 The Glam Metal Detectives. tCeefax) (4351; 

950 fpuruflPl The X Files: The Erlenmeyer Flask. 

VM 1 ?™ . ! (Ceelax) is) (861429) 

10.15 Strange Stories. (Ceefax) (125500) 

1050 Newsnight with Kirsty Wark. (Ceelax) (770582) 

11.15 Late Review (s) (641626) 1155 Weather (471790) 
1240 Open View (5041920) 

12.05am The Chemistry of Almost Everything 
(4289104) 

1250 The Record (s) (3761746) Ends al 1255 
450-5.15 BBC Select: Developing Family Literacy 
(99630) 5.00 Strathclyde TV — Putting You In 
the Picture (7641746) 

550-6.00 RCN Nursing Update (38494) 


VUeoPhu* and tto Video PlutCodes 

Ttw numbers new » IV programme asm- are Video PucCcm” 
numbeis whcheflowyaj to (xogramrar /om «k»c recorder iiraaniy wsn 
a VoeoPrus- “ handset. WwoPie- esnM ir»M iwn iresa vceos Tap *> 
ire VOrc PfcaCoUe tor ere prognirnme )Ou weti id recoin. Fcr more 
□malts can VU&cPU on C839 leak cost Mfcmn cheap rale 

48p/nwi ai ijBiei hmeal or wme » VioeoRuS-. £ 'Come» uo. 5 M/Y Hates. 
Piantubon Wharf. London SWi 1 7TN voeepte- f> PUoc&Je I t and 
Vld® Propramner are trademarks ol Gemstar Drvefcemeni Ltd 


Our Shops. 

means the butcher, the baker, the greengrocer and 
other traditional high street stores, which are being 
slaughtered by oui-of-cown supermarkets. Campion 
visits the West Midlands, where Dudley's run-down 
and vandalised shops are sad testimony to the impact 
of the enormous Merry Hill Centre. A planning officer 
admits that the “disbenefits” of Merry Hill (known to 
locals as merry hell) were greater than envisaged. 
Tonight's other items are a guide to olive oil. UK rales 
of which have increased sixfold in ten years, and an 
Australian recipe for barbecued red snapper. 

Alien Nations 
Channel 4 . 8-OOpm 

Andy Kershaw’s instructive series on European 
identity takes him to Latvia and a population almost 
evenly divided between Latvians and Russians. 
Relations between the two are frosty and complicated 
by history. For half a century up to 1991 the country 
was pan of the Soviet Union and Latvian culture was 
suppressed. Now it is the other way round. Latvians 
are asserting their identity and the Russians, many of 
whom grew up in the country, have become the 
second-class dozens. Russians who voted for Latvian 
independence in die 1991 referendum now feel cheated. 
Since the Russians are unlikely to up sticks and leave, 
the hope must be for mutual accommodation. 
Kershaw finds no sign of it 

TheX Files 
BBC2. 930pm 

FBI agents MuJder (David Duchovny) and Scully 
(Gillian Anderson) sign off another series of 
investigations into the paranormal with a typically 
scary tale about the cloning of extraterrestrial viruses. 
The trail leads to a scientist who is doing strange 
things with monkeys and live human bodies 
suspended in tanks of liquid. Not for the first time in 
the series the United States Government is shown to be 
involved in secret work and trying to cover up the 
evidence. The show may be sdence-fiction but you feel 
that the tine between fantasy and fact is not all that 
wide. Mulder and Scully may not be foe most 
charismatic pair but they are our defence against the 
■kness. Peter waynu 


CARLTON 


6.00am GMTV (7562581) 

955 Chain Letters (s) (3907413) 955 London Today 
(Teletext] and weather (8501784) 

1 DAO The Time... foe Place (s) (7709264) 

1055 This Morning (26366535) 1250pm London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (1360968) 

1250 News (Teletext) and weather (2905351) 

1255 EntmerdaJe (r). (Teletext) (2817142) 155 Home 

and Away (Tetetext) (57804158) 

155 Vanessa. Vanessa Feflz asks if blondes have more 
fun (35767351) 255 A Country Practice (s) 
(74534332) 

. 250 Gardeners' Diary. John Ravenscrolt with seasonal 
advice (7052806) 350 ITN News headlines 
(Teletext) (6881245) 355 London Today (Teletext) 
and weather (6880516) 

350 The Rlddlers (r) (2955535) 3.40 Wbadora (r) (s) 
(8786055) 350 Rupert (r) (3740041) 4.15 
Anhnanfaes. New series. (Tetetext) (s) (6122142) 
4.40 Fun House with Pa! Sharp. (Teletext) (s) 
(9836429) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron Keating (Teletext) (6067158) 
5A0 ITN Early Evenktg News (Teletext) and weather 
(254500) 

555 Your Shout (168210) 

6.00 Home and Away (r). (Tetetext) (239) 

650 London Tonight with Alastair Stewart and Fiona 
Foster. (Teletext} (210887) 


forces of darl 


Peter waymark 



Jacqueline PWe and Noah Huntley (650pm) 

650 Emmerdale. Tina Dingle tries to tempt Luke. 
(Teletext) (235061) 

750 3-D presented by Julia Somerville 
750 The European Match — Live. Bob Wilson 
introduces coverage of the match between Auxerre 
and Arsenal, as the Gunners continue their attempt 
to be the first dub to retain the European Cup 
Winners' Cup. NB In the event of extra-time followed 
by penalties, subsequent programmes are subject 
to delay or change (40381852) 

1050 News at Ten (Tetetext) and weather (79697) 

1050 London Tonight (Tetetext) and weather (818687) 
1(L40 Revelations starring Paul Shelley and Judy Loe. 
Edward and Jessica struggle to keep hold of reality 
(S) (545968) 

11.10 Big City. Paul Ross and Carolyn Marshall take a 
look at what's on in and around London this week 
(s) (191142) 

11.40 The Powers That Be. The Ufa and times oF an 
American senator and his family on Capitol Hill 
(711790) 

12.15am The Little Picture Show with Marie!la Frostrup 
(r) (187498) 

1.15 The Beat (f) (s) (138302) 

2.15 The Album Show (r) (s) (6616272) 

3.10 America's Top Ten (r) (s) (68901456) 

355 Sport AM (i) (8995524) 

450 Videofeshfon (r) (93456) 

5.00 Vanessa (rj. (Teletext) (s) (73104) 

650 ITN Morning News (25920). Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL 4 


655am Spiff and Hercules (2900622) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (54413) 

9.00 The (Homing Line: The Cheltenham Festival. 
The experts set the scene, (s) (52974) 

950 Schools. Middle English (5334326) 9-45 The New 
Living Body (5391535) 10.05 Scientific Eye 
(8681974) 1057 Geographical Eye over Africa 
(6846210) 1050 Your World (6018871) 11.00 
History In Action (6767177) 1150 Earth — The 
Home Planet (6208239) 11.40 The German 
Programme (s) (4995887) 

1250 House to House Maya Even discusses politics 
behind the scenes (69210) 

1250pm Sesame Street Susan St James and Robin 
Williams share with 1. F and five. (45871) 

150 Channel 4 Racing: The Cheltenham Festival. 
Brough Scott Introduces Rve coverage of the 2.15, 
250, 350 (Tote Cheltenham Gold Cup) and 
4.05 races (s) (861061) 

450 Countdown. Maths and wordplay. (Tetetext) (s) 
(516) 

54)0 RIcM Lake: Man-Eating Mother-In-Laws. Ricki 
referees a discussion on relations by marriage. 
(Teletext) (e) (8995061) 

550 Terrytoons. Animated classics. (254061) 

64M) The Cosby Show: The Getaway. Cliff and Clair are 
ecstatic as Sondra, Eh/in and the twins plan to move 
into their own home. (Tetetefct) (581) 

650 Saved By The Bell: The College Years. Slater, 
Alex, Zack and LesBe are taking a tough lesson in 
ethics — should they rummage through the 
teacher's desk for forthcoming'test questions? 
(Teletext) (531) (s) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Tetetext) and weather. (Teletext) 
(218992) 750 The Slot. Viewers' opinions. 
(153448) 

84X) | Allen Nations: Riga. (Tetetext) (s) 



Campion campaigns for small shops (850pm) 


850 


GHOfCE 


9.00 


CHOICE 


Food Fite 

(Tetetext) (s) (2581) 
Secret Lives: Jackie 

(Tetetext) (sj (2055) 


10.00 FILM: Babysnatcher (1992) ThnHer based on a 
true story, starring Veronica Hamel as a woman who 
longs for a child and, after struggling to come to 
terms with a miscarriage, abducts a baby belonging 
to widow Nancy McKean. Directed by Joyce 
Chopra. (Tetetexlj (-4701*12) 

11.45 Channel 4 Racing: The Cheltenham Festival. A 
review of the day's action inducting a ream of the 
Gold Cup. (s) (370852) 

1255am Dispatches (r). (Tetetext; (1878307) 

155 American Patchwork: Dreams and Songs of the 
Noble Old. Songs and stories presented by Alan 
Lomax (r) (8177852) 

SL4© FILM: Jewel Robbery (1932, b/w) Comedy 
starring WHIiam Powell as a sophisticated 
gentleman thief who romances baroness Kay 
Frances after stealing from her. Directed by William 
Dieterie. Ends at 355. (2483843) 


ANGLIA _ _ 

As London except: 93Sam-1030 Anglia 
News f8S01784l 12JOpm-1250 Ar^fca 
News 113809681 155 The 
(77578333) 230330 Tate itw High Road 
(7052806) 335-330 Ang&a 
Weather (6880516) 5,10-5-40 Sricrtand 
STa*7158) 

lodowed by Anoka News. 1533968) 1030 
Anrfta News @18887) 1040 Covw Slorv 
(545968) 11.10 Side Ellens ie&8500| 
1235am Maned wnh O’M®' 

12-30 Midneht Crossing 14319B21 
Bea 157533401 3.15 &nerna. 

Cmema (68900727) ^ 

(17344307) 4.05 DontfttJS (8778098) 4-50- 
5JJ0 Shift (34372914; 

CENTRAL _ 

A» London escape 
News (85017841 12-2 C*jtt»- 12-30 Central 
News and WflatiVJf (1360666) 1.55 A 
Country Practice 

the Hnh Road (7052600) 3-2S-3.30 Ce«ual 
NWS (B 380516 ) 5.10-6-40 MandI Street 
rsOG7l56) 854 Alternative Sctiediie 
JSSsnaas CerfiBl News and Weather 
ifi17516) Lite Line (843264) 929- 

950 Aternamra 

11140 toitral News and Weather 
itS Side Effeds 
Curts Cafc (4383765) 

(5729434) 8.20-550 Asian Eve 17007340) 

GRANADA _ , 

As tendon except 05 S-«W» Granada 

Ef-rss 

128171421155 Home and Away (8750TO61) 

SS 1 ffiSwa gs; 

SSm I rSS% MS 

ftoMBMions (543966) 11,40 The PoM&rsnur 

* Sssss 

(9995524) 4J0 Jobfoder 133*56) 5.00-5-30 
Vaiwssa (731041 

■ml WEST 

A. t ondon except *23 Gateemng Time 
f 7 m- 97 B 4 l US-Aft) Shoritarid Street 

S.5BT A Country PracUW 

SoSo HIV News (210887) 
H«dSn«£d 

sss SS 


HTV WALES 

to HTV WEST Except: &30-&50 Wales 
TonOM (210887) K2M30 Altemanw 
Schedule (8SC871) 10.30 HTV Wales News 
and Weather @18887) 1040 Weteh & 
Wealthy (545968) 11.10 Grass Rome 
(191142) 11 AO -1 Z.15pm Tlw Twrfighi Zone 
(7117901 

MERIDIAN 

to London aotcept 1S5 A Cxwtwy Prartwa 
(77578332) &5O4L20 Shortiand Street 
(7052806) 5.105.40 Home aid Away 
(6067158) 8JX> Meridian Tom^nt i52558i| 
BJ2O-&50 Grass Roots (448960) 9-28-9JO 
AAenaliv^ Schedute i8S£fl7l 1 1fL30 Mend- 
ian News and weather (818887) 10^0 False 
Witness (53058622) 1230am Mdraghl 
Crossing (431982) 220 The Beal 16 753340) 
3.15 Omenta. Omenta. Cmema (68900727) 
3,40 Cnvz Nighi (17344307) 4U5 Donahue 
(8778098) 4.50 Might SMtl (34372814) SJO- 
£L3fl Fieesaeen (73104) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
to London except 225^25 wish v«; 
Were Here * (74452784) 5.1O-&A0 Home 
and Away (6067158) 6JXML50 Weacwntiy 
Live (669448) UMO Mamed with CnWien 
I&45968) 11 . 10 * 1 2.15pm Prisoner Cell 
Block H (698210) <L30aro-5JW Jobfireter 
(03456) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Uvidofi axespt 1S5 A Country Practice 
(77578332) 2503.20 Shontand Street 
(7052806) 5.10-5.40 Home and Away 
6067158) 5J55 Calendar (992210) 

6^0 CrosswUE (44896819J»M0 Altema- 
bwa Schedule (892871) 1 M 0 JOt V 
(275092) 1125 Pnsoner Call Hcck H 
(6930551 iZSOun Johnnie Mae 
1^70171^05 Amenta's Top Ten PWBWg 
235 Cmema. Cinema. Cmenva f72DlOS5) 
3 jjg The Uanrimier (B68949) 440*30 
Jobfinde* (5725678) 

S4C 

start*: 7J»The &g BreaWast 
The Morrwu Line. Cheltenham (S297 4 l 9-30 
Ysgjvon(»7790) 12.00pm 
hSee (69210) 12J0 Sloe 
VSoJc^nevman (57500) 130 Owmdj 
- CtieilenhafTi ( 861061 ) 4^J The 
cSyStov (516) 5.00 5 
CMrtdnn ( 968 ) 6.00 (98S^ 

R15 HW 19735-35) 7f0 RaW| Y C«™ 
M3261 730 Teuu (77446) 830 
12581) 200 0 Baen Dy Lygarf Cwtioe 

ssraarBas'sss: 

gauges. VtoSBsroyl^riW) 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


SJUun The DJ Kal Show 184429) 0-00 the 
MgniyMorpnm Power Rangers (29I49i 830 
Btocteusiers (98790i 930 The Oprah 
Mnfrey Slw (40871) 1030 Concsnnation 
(50177) 1030 Card Sharks (123261 1130 
Sadly Jessy Raphael (773321 1230 The 
Urban Peasant (7P626i 1230pm Anything 
But Love (45142) 130 St Bsemhere (40897) 
230 It Tomorrow Comes [51806) 330 
Oprah Wrtrey [6196S3SI 330 The DJ Kfll 
Show (4004603) 355 Teenage Uulanl Herr 
Turtles (9661993) 430 MrQhry Morpmri 
16622) 530 Star Trek. Deep Space Nine 
(9603) 830 Murphy Brown (4687) 830 
Famiy ties (2230) 730 Rescue IB0721730 
M"A"S"H (7351) 830 Manhumer (87142) 
930 Under 5uspoon (70306) 1030 Star 
Trak. Deep Space Nme (7399S) 1130 David 
Letterman (318332) 1150 Littlejohn 

(920071112.40am Ctiances (3299524) 130 
WKRP 1737651 230 Hit Mr» 11265320i 


SKY NEWS 


News cat the hour 

6.00am Sonrse (1344239) 930 News Bara 
(89332) 1030 ABC N^Bma (10966) 1130 
NeiM era Boa mass (4324481 150pm CBS 
News (73413) 230 Paiemem Live (33429) 
430 World News, and Busmess 132158) 530 
Uve al Fiw (8353429) 635 Lidlejotin 
(19233210) 730 QJ Simpson Trial 

(285605^ 1130 CBS News 

(38210)1230am ABC News (98562) 130 
News Extra (372721230 Partafflort Repay 
(36543) 430 CBS Newt. (62456) 530430 
ABC News (50630) 


SKY MOVIES 


630am Showottfl (1294239) 1030 And 
Then There Was One (1994) (29158) 1230 
The Great Bank Robbery (1969) (525811 
SLOOpra Butch and Sundance: The Early 
Days (1979) (64245; 430 Meter Tan 
Porwmt (1966H64833805) S3S And Than 
That* Was One (1994). As 10 am 
(27351790) 730 El News Week bi Review 
(9719) 830 Honeymoon In Vegas (1392) 
(83326) 10.00 Brant Stoker's Dractita 
(1992; (24068603) 12.10am Bob Roberts 
(1992) (393123) 135 OvarkflJ: The Afleen 
Wuomoe Story (1992J (858301) 330-5 30 
Men el Respect H99H (1602531 

SKY MOVIES GPU _ 

630pm The KHBng (79561 1 57885) 830 
This Property Is Condemned (1966) 
(56210) 1030-12.00 Midnight Cowboy 

(I960) (32142) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 
630em Hong Kong (1951) (18068)830 To 


Catdh a YeU (1 mEQ (25030245) 935 UUe 
Wes Braodwey (1938) (8871516) 1060 
R e becca of Sonnybreok Perm (1938) 
(4445413) 12.10pm Just lor You (1952) 
(536239) 230 High FHgW (1958) (62887) 
430 TO Catch a Yad (1993) - As Bam (2177) 
630 The Babe (1992) (75351) 830 Tbe - 
Thing Called Lava (1993) (81968) 1030 
Round Trip to Heaven (1991) (184448) 
11.40 UnlnMbted (1991) (661852) 1JOsm 
Payoff (1991) (532291) 3.1IM30 Dr 
Heckyt and M- Hype (1980) (B9003901) 

■ Per more film in for ma t io n, see the 
Vision supplement. pubBshed Saturday 

SKY SPORTS _ 

730am Soccer News (4653055) 7.15 WWF 
Chafenoe (214351) 8.15 Soccer News 
(2676784) 530 US Grand Pm Athletics 
(27603) 930 Aerobics Oz Style (76697) 
1030 The Rugby Chib (39142) 1130 Gel 
Your Herticap Down (70332) 1130 Grass 
Ftaoe Rugby (71061) 1230 Aerobes Cfc 
Style (34177) 1230pm USA Basketball 
(4106?) 230 Snooker hloster Open (39177) 
430 ATP Tennis Mrgazre (6210) 530 WWF 
Action Zone (2719) 830 Soccer New 
(973239) 6.15 Fish Tates (713662) 630 
World of Rugby Unon (80551 730 Schook 
boy Football: viaory Stnem. Live — Scorfand 
V Wales (14887) 930 snooter. raosifif Open 
(47595) 1130 Soccer News (516697111.15 
Bootroom (714581) 12.15am Trartsworid 
Span 1246484) 1.15-3-15 Schoolbay tat- 
Dafl. Victory Shield 1136369) 

EUROS PORT _ 

730am Eurotemis (B4264) 630 Loe Alpine 
Stetng (67429) 1030 Ncxdic Steng (36332) 
1130 Uve Alpne Song (81B87) 130pm 
Terms (11790) 130 Motors Magazine 
(9924$) 230 EuroLn (1142) 330 FteesMe 
Steng (77245) 430 Smwtoardng (8622) 
430 Live Node Skiing WfiOO) S30Alpr» 
SWng (19158) 630 Etxospon News (9351) 
730 Corrtffl Sports ( 1280 Q 830 WrfwUmg 
(25326) 930 FooftflH (86893) 1030 Football 
(99210) 1230-1230am News (822531 

SKY SOAP _ 

030em Loving (4189581) 830Peyton Place 
14188852) 930 As the World Tims 
(4394210) 1030 Guttng iughr (9698897) 

1130-1230 Another Wortd (9774061) 

SKY TRAVEL _ 

1230 Getaway — Ausnste (4199668) 
1230pm Zoo Lie with Jack Henna 
114888221 130 Crutsng the Globe 
(9785177) 130 Cook Itetan {(487993) 230 
CaKomia's Gold (7tHi5t6) 230 Honda 
(4B14622) 330 Jcwney to Australis's Inland 
Sea {4795887) 430 Sky Travel Guide 



Dame Edith Evans as Lady 
Bracknell (UK Gold, 1£30am) 

(4805074) 430 Zoo Life (4801158) 530 SM 
perfect (7969968; 530 Cook Satan 
(4712210) 530 Australa (4815351) 630 
BeueriH (4806602) 730 American Vacation 
(5777790) 830 Around the Work! (7958852) 
830 Sky Travel Gude (7040887) 930 
Australa (4703806) 930 Round Trip — 
Bavaria (1475158) 1030 American vacation 
(5776061) 1130 Ski Perfect (4708351) 
1130-12.00 Caktorma'S GoW (4330158) 

TLC _ 

930 am Successful Sugarcraft (2979784) 
930 A Taste oJ Japst (5100500) 1030 
^rrany'e ( 20 B 11 S 8 ) 1030 Only Human 
(1342061) 1130 inside Crime (2216023) 

1230 Pnvtee Uves (2062448) 123Bpm Park 

Hnh [52645161 130 A Taste of Japan 
(8642622) 130 Successful Sugarcraft 
1*063887) 230 Ycu and Your Do 0 (2062887) 
330 sacra GatienS (2050784) X3JM3Q 
FivnUue 10 Go (1022500) 

UK GPU _ 

730am Grve Us a CLe (8549581) 730 
Neighbours (8631516! 630 Sons and 


Daueftefe (2061719) 630 EastEndero 
(2053790) 9iOO The BH (2971142) 930 
Cofcsz (6890026) 1030 Anaas (13S171B) 
1130 Teny and Jme (6997111) 1230 Sons 
and Dau^vere (2064806) 1230pm Nelgh- 
bours (5266974! 130 EastEnders (85488521 
130 The Bi (5265245) 230 Father, Dear 
Father (2146535) 230 I Didnl Know You 
Cored (1029413) 030 Knots Landng 
(7387577) 430 Deltas IB812BES) 530 Every 
Second Carta (9834806) 535 The Dick 
Emery Show (6283626) 630 KrOo-HI 
(4920535) 630 EastEnders (1117622) 730 
The Two Ronnies (974065E) 830 I DtdnT 
Know You Cared (2053871) B30 Some 
Mothers Do -Ave 'Em (2145800) 030 Minder 
(9842264) 1030 The Bill (2065535) 1030 
Top oi the Pope (7756790) 11.10 CaflWT 
Confidential £235535) 1230 Dr Mto 
(3468291) 1230m RLM: The Importance of 
Being Earnest (1952) (1289104) 230 Shop¬ 
ping at NlgW (5593811J 

THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

830am Sesame Sneer (5033055) BA 
GarteM (7673429) 735 Eek the Cal 
(86547901 735 Degress! Junior hfoh 
(4338582) 835 Super Mario Bratwra 
(4513510) 8*45 Casper (1728718) 930 
Sesame Street (19993) 1030 It's Drotoee 
Time (98887} 1230 Garfield (63603) 
1230pm Eak the Cat (16238) 130 BaiQfy 
JHWs Teens @9535) 130 Super Mato 
Brothers (83600245) 1-45 Baby Foies 
(83526500) 230 Barney (0500) 230 Babar 
(7142) 330 Casper and Friends (1842264; 

3.15 BB and Ted's Easier! Adventures 
(134516) 3.45 Sonic the Hedgehog [133887] 

4.15 Head to Heed fit 3D (1448887) 430- 
530 CoHomia Dreanc (264Q 

NICKELODEON _ 

730am NfckaHvH (*K1637) 7.15 Rude Dog' 
(245061) 735 Rugrats (244332) 6.15 
NWtoons (339974) MS Mckafivel 
(845S264) 930 Nek Jr (945142) 1230 
Whare on' Earth is Cennen San Diego? 
(32719) 1230pm The Muppet Show (78B5) 
130 Smoggle3 (24284) 130 Galaxy Wgh 
School (77328) 230 Alvin and the Chte- 
murte (1734; 230 Heray'9 Cat (7516) 330 
Grimmy (8581) 330 Where on Earth s 
Carmen Sen Diego? (3061) 430 FhJde Dog 
(5868) 430 Rugrais (4852) 630 Qancsa 
(6326) 630 MckaSvot (1332) 630 Doug 
(8245) 630-730 Secret of the Stones (B607) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Deafens (3392624) 530 Around 
Whcfcjf s WHtd (B1283887) 635 Beyond 
2000 (4445500) 730 From Monkeys to Apes 
(2148893) 730 An AMcan Fade (1111448) 
830 History's Mysteries (2051413) 830 
Wort! of Adventures (2143448) 930 Speed 


V 


Forces (4212608) 930 Those Who Dare 
(5171852) 10.00 Search tor Adw*turo 
(9843993) 1130 Perametfiee (3262103) 
1130-1230 The Gttsd Family (2907142) 

BRAVO ' _ 

1230 FILM: I Live n Grtxvenor Square 
(1946). A duteU datfier fata n low with an 
American airman Stars Anna Nea^e 
(2098448) 230pffl thftysomahjng 
(2906413) 330 Rat Patrol (2047210) 330 
Hogan's Heroes (1026326) 430 FILM: SOS 
Titanic (1979) 12058326) B30 Get Smart 
(1015210) 830 FILM Cana 0 # Stance (I960) 
(6024993) 830 thteysonwhhg (97519681 
930 The Tw*gtx Zona (4117054) 930 FILM- 
Puberty Blues (1981) (5828806) 1130-1230 
Hogan’s Heroes (2901968) 

UK LIVING _ 

630am Agony How (6020516) 730 Uvtig 
Maganne (8538974) 830 The Treatment 
(3580595183Q Rendeaous (49300361930 
Go far R (5269528) 930 Kate arc! Alto 
(7232142) 1035 NOW You See It (128301B) 
1030 Susan Powter (3384992) 1130 The 
Young and the Restless (7049429J 12.00 
Ertertanng on a Plata (6402719) 1235pm 
Rendezvous (48116897) 13S KJroy 

(8169142) 230 Agony Hour (1912790) 330 
Uwng Magazine (7545852) 335 Gtedragg 
(65045697) 430 Infatuation (0162871) 430 
Cross*® (9168055) 530 MaEterohef 
(3381688) 535 The New Mr erf Un Shew 
(7071448) 635 Susan Powter (8304622) 
630 Brookside (9163500) 730 Living 
Magazne (9785974; 830 The Young and 
the Restless (670462?)930FLM: The Gift Of 
Life (1962); A mother of two decides to 
became a surogae. With Susan Dey 
(98112177) 1035 Sneak Soanes (8346582) 
1130 Brook&tte (1484852) 1130-1230 
infatuation UK (1917245) 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

530pm Danoamouse (7852) 530 Mighty 
Jungle (lisa) 630 The Bteck Sterton 
(260142) 635 AB CSjfld Up (867055) 730 
frivw Pureut - The Sequel (2036) 730 My 
TWo Dada (1535) &00 Chrety (G5B68) 930 
Moonlighting (41332) 1030 Farriy 

Ctechphrase (64332) 1030 GP (77852) 
1130 Lou Grant (63784) 1230 Knta 
(24263) 1230am &g Brother Jate (12920) 
130 Dargemwos® (90758) 130 Tnvta 
Pura* (37901) 230 MoorWghtng (76563) 
330 Lou Qrant (30307) 430 Htoda (9865^ 
430-530 &g Brother Jata? (15291) 

MTV _ 

530am WHdckto (£2543) 630 The Gwri 
(38500) 730 WldGfcfe (688061830 VJ Ingo 
(839061) 1130 SOti (5?177) 1230 Grealed 


Hte (33332) 13Qpn Sronbaft 03245) 630 
Spate (7103) 330 Fteporl (9120023) 3^45 
Onemeac (4170528) 430 News (14506221 
4.15 3 From 1 (1440245) 430 Dtal MTV 
(2264) 530 Muse Non-Stop (72055) 630 
The Ptese (1581) 730 Greatest Hits (54606) 
B30 Most Wrinted (B7852) 930 Beavis and 
Butt-Head (94061) 1030 Report (830326) 
10-16 Cinematic (828581) 1030 News 
(638803) 1045 3 from 1 (633158) 11-OOTIw 
End? (11581) 130am Soul (50901) 230 Tha 
Grind (81415) 230 Videos 

VH-1 _ 

730am Crawftng tram the Wreckage 
(9784446) 9.00 Cate VH-1 (BS2G210) 1230 
The Badge (1476887) 130pm VH-1 to 1 
(97875351 130 Ten of Ihe Best (9401332) 
230 Heari and Soul (3406210) 330 Into the 
Muse (8430041) 630 Prime Cuts (1332871 j 
730VH-1 for You (5786446) 830 VH-1 Rock 
(5689968) 930 Tan at Dm Best (5775332) 
1030 The Bridge (4307784) 1130 The 
Nightfly (9776974) 230m Ten oi the Best 
(8172104) 330 Dawn Patrol 

CMT EUROPE _ 

County muste from Bam to 7pm, induing 
at 530 Saturday Nr® Dance Ranch 630- 
730 Big ticket 

ZEE TV _ 

730am Asian MonUng (80328158) 830 
ROB Put (75634326) 930 Move (84905603) 
1230 Tara (75638142) 1230pm 

Chakravyuha (Bi656516) 130 film 
( 29993974) 430 Top Ten (34235264) 630 
Tear Karan (B2206535) 530 Dak Ghar 
(78575710) 830 Yah Ha Bon*ay Mari Jasn 
(78665332) 630 Janam Peats (78483784) 
730 var ver Partvtr (92115871) 730 Diagi 
(76489968) 830 News (92204718) 830 
Andaz @2110326) 930 hde Business 
Review (3431440) 930 Patison BusHwee 
U pdate [6156565551030 Zee Horror Show 
(75839871) 1030 Sa Ra Ga Me (75728710) 
1130 Havel (34238993) 1130-1230 Wari 
Janaab (10165061) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous cartoons from 5am to 7pm, 
than TNT JUms zn below. 

Theme SpotGgnt on Gene (tony 
730pm trwttstton to trie Dance (1957) 
(165589935 930 The Happy Road (19571 
(76062158) 1130Creator the Wan (1954) 
(91018993) 1230m Living in a Big Why 
11347) 157735291) 235430 The Devil 
Makes Three (1952) (47656524) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN provides 24-hour news and QVC is 
the home shopping channel 
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BITTER-SWEET VICTORY 
FOR NICHOLSON 
IN CHAMPION CHASE 


SPORT 


RUGBY UNION 38 

CAN SCOTLAND SPOIL 
ENGLAND’S GRAND 
FINALE ONCE AGAIN?.„ 
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New recruit may miss season’s start 

Mansell feels 
the squeeze 
with McLaren 


THE McLaren Formula One 
motor racing team admitted 
last night that its new recruit. 
Nigel Mansell, may be forced 
to miss the first two races of 
the grand prix season while a 
new chassis is built for him. 
Mark Blundell, a former 
McLaren test driver, and 
Martin Brundle. who drove 
for the team last year, are the 
favourites to replace him. 

Mansell, the 1992 world 
champion, signed for 
McLaren in a blaze of publici¬ 
ty last month, but h soon 
became apparent during test¬ 
ing in Portugal that die cockpit 
of the team's new car was too 
small for him and was causing 
him so much discomfort that it 
was inhibiting his ability to 
record fast times. 

The team said at the time it 
was just a matter of fine- 
tuning but yesterday, amid 
feverish activity at its factory 
in Woking, new information 
emerged. The team will deride 
later this week whether the 
existing car can be modified to 
accommodate Mansell or 
whether the alterations need¬ 
ed are so extensive that they 
would prejudice its safety. 

It would take the team a 
month to six weeks to build a 
new chassis, ruling Mansell. 
41. out of the first two races of 
the season in Brazil, on March 
26, and Argentina, on April 9. 
That would be a severe blow to 
his hopes of playing a pan in 
the championship race and an 
embarrassment for McLaren 
and its new engine partners. 
Mercedes. 

“The idea is for Nigel to test 
again in the second half of the 
week." a McLaren spokesman 
said last night. “There is only 
so much one can do to a tub 
and if we feel the safety aspect 
of the car is being compro¬ 
mised by the changes we will 
have to grasp the nettle and 
say it may be better to build a 
new one. There is a problem 
and we are addressing it 

"But it may be that the 


By Oliver Holt 

alterations are sufficient and 
Nigel can drive it immediate¬ 
ly. It may be that he will drive 
die existing car in the first two 
races while a new one is being 
made. Nothing has been de¬ 
rided yet. Blundell is some¬ 
body who is being talked 
about as a temporary replace¬ 
ment He would be a strong 
candidate because, if someone 
is going to drive the car for a 
couple of races, you want an 
experienced guy in there." 

Mansell, who was original¬ 
ly scheduled to return to the 
Estoril track in Portugal on 
Tuesday, returned to the Isle 
of Man from his golf club in 
Devon last night without com- 
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Mansell: discomfort 

meriting on his situation. His 
car stayed at Woking and his 
team-mate. Mika Hakkinen. 
who earlier described driving 
the car as “running die 
London Marathon with shoes 
that are too small", continued 
testing in Portugal. 

The car was built with 
Hakkinen's lithe build in 
mind and its designers may 
also have anticipated that 
David Coulthard would be his 
partner, not Mansell, who was 
a last-minute signing. If they 
do decide to build a new car 
for Mansell, who is Sft 9in and 
12sl they will have to scrap 
however many they have con- 
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No 421 


ACROSS DOWN 

l Informal garment (1-5) 1 Make fun of (5) 

4 Precisely (2.1.1) 2 Hairy (7) 

9 Pungent, bitter (5) 3 Lines from centre to rim (5) 

10 Disorganised, erratic (7) 5 Hold forth with view (5) . 

11 Hardrotrap(7) 6 Wobble (6) 

12 Short vowel mark; long 7 Closely linked (5,2.4) 

mus. note (5) g Instrument for dashing (6) 

13 Walk around (11) 14 Spanish invasion fleet (6) 

17 Repugnance (5) 15 Divide equally into three (7) 

19 Festive state (7) |6 What the Snark really was 

22 Bird, noted thief (7) (6) 

23 Largest Greek island (5) IS Anvil bone of ear (5) 

24 Disguise lor face (4) 20 Nearby: pub (5) 

25 Abused: on (US) candidates 21 Give way; produce (5) 
list (6) 

SOLUTION TO NO 420 

ACROSS: 1 Judges 5 Ides 9 Genesis 10 Samuel 11 Juli¬ 
enne 12 Savant 15 Tomtit 18 Objector 20 Number 22 Mon¬ 
grel 23 Ruth 24 Helots 

DOWN: 2 Unglue 3Gunfight 4 Susan 6 Doom 7 Screen 
8 Assess J3 Visceral 14 Stormy 16 Ocular 17 Job lot 
19 Jonah 2! Bolt 

TIMES PUBLICATIONS: The Hums Guides: English Style and Usage (HE) 
£8.99. Internationa] Finance. Japan. Nations of the World, Middle East. Good 
University Guide 1994-5, Single European Market £9.99 each. Ffioptes of Europe 
(HB) £16.99. European Parliament-June 1994 (HB) £26. NEW The Times Guide 
to the New British State £17.99. The ruses Maps: The World (Wall Map 
laminated) 62^40" E 15.99. (folded) 48*\30" £5-99. Miscellaneous The Times 
Night 5kY tWS E-LS0. The Times 1000 IW5{HB| £3350. The Times Concise Atlas 
of the Bible (HB) EU.99 (reduced frtkn 115-99). The Sunday Inna Bode of 
Answeis £450. Book ofBramreassrs £5.49. Prices indude PAP (UK). Cheques with 
order payable to Atom Ltd 51 Manor Lane. London. SE135QW. Return delivery. 
TeL 0181852 4575 (24hn) No Crttfit cards. 


strutted for him already and 
conduct stringent crash tests 
an the new one. It is likely to 
cost more than £1 million. 

Blundell, who had been 
contemplating a long, hard 
season trying to force his way 
back into Formula One after 
bring dropped by Tyrrell, is 
thought to have spent yester¬ 
day at Woking. He was al¬ 
ready discussing the idea of 
doing some test driving for 
McLaren and was planning to 
go to Brazil "so people don't 
forget me” 

He may get an opportunity 
sooner than he anticipated 
and the irony of his situation 
will not be lost on him. Two 
days ago. he said: “I’ve had 
offers from IndyCars. British 
touring cars and GT raring 
and I nave turned them down 
because I am focused on 
returning to Formula One. 

“1 don't want to block the 
situation if an opportunity 
should arise. I’m still only 28 
and at the end of it all someone 
will have to say “well we can’t 
overlook someone like dial; it's 
not right’. For too long I’ve 
beat in the right place at the 
wrong time." 

His chief rival may be 
Brundle, who -will drive for 
Ligier this season but only 
after Aguri Suzuki has com¬ 
peted for an unspecified 
number of grands prix at die 
start of the year to satisfy the 
team’s engine suppliers, 
Mugen-Honda. Hie Norfolk- 
based driver would be free to 
compete in the first two races, 
but said last night he had not 
been in contact with McLaren. 

At Estoril this week, Damon 
Hill has continued to show the 
potential of the Williams-Re- 
nault, setting the fastest time 
in testing of lmin 21.66sec. He 
bettered the time of Michael 
Schumacher, the world cham¬ 
pion, in a Benetton-Renault of 
1:2229. 

The Arrows team was yes¬ 
terday testing its high-tech 
FA1.6 car. which features a 
McLaren-style raised nose 
and a hand-controlled dutch 
system, at Sflverstone. Gianni 
Morbiddli, the Italian, and 
Taki Inoue, of Japan, are the 
drivers. 



LUC ALPHAND, of France, glides in 
style on his way to winning the men’s 
downhill at Bornrio, Italy, yesterday 
and capturing the downhill World Cup 
title. 

Alberto Toraba won Alpine skiing's 
overall World Cup tide yesterday from 
the comfort of home as Mare Girardelli 
failed to secure the downhill win 


needed to keep the contest alive. Picabo 
Street of the United States, already 
crowned downhill queen, claimed her 
sixth victory this season. 

"I dedicate this victory to all my fans 
but I also want to spare a thought for 
Thomas Fogdoe," Tomba said after 
watching the race at home on tele¬ 
vision. Fogdoe, of Sweden, one of 


Tomba’s slalom rivals, does not know 
whether he will be able to walk again 
after incurring a back injury in 
training. 

Tomba has an unassailable lead of 
350 points over Jure Kosir. of Slovenia, 
in die overall standings, with Girardelli 
a further 30 points adrift 

Results from Bormio, page 35 


Arsenal 
ready 
to risk 
injured 
Seaman 

From Rob Hughes 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 
fNAUXERRB 

TONIGHT, in this proud 
Burgundy town which gave us 
the mixed blessing of Eric 
Cantona, Arsenal will seek to 
emulate Chelsea in restoring 
England's reputation in the 
Cup Winners’ Cup. 

Arsenal are, of course, the 
holders of this trophy, but 
George Graham has gwie, die 
certainty of Arsenal's obdu¬ 
rate away defending has 
waned and if the dub is indeed 
to join its London neighbours 
in the semi-finals, it may have 
to take risks and depend 
heavily on David Seaman. 

The goalkeeper has a hair¬ 
line fracture of the rib. When 
he had a similar injury earlier 
in the season, rt required six 
weeks of rest; tonight, there is 
apparently nothing that medi¬ 
cal science can do for him. It is 
all down to courage. 

On arrival here, the goal¬ 
keeper took matters into his 
own hands. “It would be a risk 
— I haven’t been able to dive 
and die rib is very sore, but it 
cannot get any worse," he 
said. Therefore the gamble 
seems to be on and, barring a 
change of heart today. Sea¬ 
man will play. 

In attack, Ian Wright will 
probably be partnered by 
John Hartson. Their force and 
their guile will be measured 
against a French defence that 
has been strengthened since 
die 1-1 draw at Highbury. 
Taribo West, the raw young 
Nigerian, is suspended, but 
his replacement is the more 
composed Franck Silvestre. 

However. Auxerre do have 
problems in c o nv er t in g their 
considerable pedigree into vic¬ 
tories. They are the draw 
specialists of their nation, but 
die loss, through a broken leg, 
of die midfield player, Ptuffipe 
Violeau, is more titan compen¬ 
sated for by the return of the 
Algeria international Moussa 
Saib, who missed the first leg. 
There is a doubt over die 
participation of Corentin 
Martins, the slender, elegant 
playmaker. who has been 
troubled by a groin injury. 

If Arsenal can weather pain 
and doubt if they can scorqas 
well as at least draw, then die 
prospect of an all-England 
final in the competition would 
be a palliative for the country's 
besmirched name abroad. 

Blind bookmaker, page 5 
Chelsea’s pride, page 35 


Rowell fixes sights on new horizons 


By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

WHATEVER die outcome of 
the derisive meeting between 
England and Scotland in rug¬ 
by union's five nations’ 
championship atTwickenham 
on Saturday, Jack Rowell the 
England manager, believes 
that his team has the ability 
and the players to conquer 
fresh fields. 

“We can see further things 
to add to tins team and die 
personnel in it, and the play¬ 
ers see them too,” Rowell, who 
is on the verge of a grand slam 
in his first full season in office, 
said. He acknowledged that 
his team is favoured to beat 
Scotland, the other unbeaten 
side in the championship, but 
said that England must come 
to terms with their status. 

“I would like to think this 
England team can impose its 
skills and will on the opposi¬ 
tion,” he said. “If we are 
favourites for die right rea¬ 


sons, then lers accept that and 
change the English psyche. 
Everyone seems to think it's a 
good thing to go into a match 
as second favourites — I think 
thars nonsense.” 

England have gone through 
the championship with the 
same team, but. during train¬ 
ing yesterday, Graham Dawe, 








Rowell: looking ahead 


the replacement hooker, was 
carried off with a strained calf 
muscle. Mark Regan and 
Richard Cockerill England's 
next two best hookers, are on 
the far side of the equator 
preparing with England A to 
play Natal in Durban, so. 
should Dawe withdraw, Gar¬ 
eth Adams. Dawes deputy at 
Bath and erne of England's 
emerging players, is likely to 
be called up. 

Meanwhile, there seems lit¬ 
tle prospect of the champion¬ 
ship trophy being presented 
immediately after the final 
whistle, despite an appeal 
from the donor to that effect 
Mike Davies, the business¬ 
man who also chairs the trust 
which looks after the trophy, 
has contacted Dennis Easby, 
the president of the Rugby 
Football Union, in the hope 
that the derision that the 
trophy should be presented 
during the official banquet on 
Saturday evening could be 
rescinded. 


In the first year of its 
inception, the trophy was not 
presented formally to France 
because it could not be con¬ 
firmed that they were champi¬ 
ons until the result from 
Dublin became known later in 
the afternoon. Last year. 
Wales lost to England at 
Twickenham but then re¬ 
ceived the trophy from Her 
Majesty the Queen. 

Now, when the outcome will 
be crystal clear, the refurbish¬ 
ment of Twickenham is in the 
way. VIPs, including the Prin¬ 
cess Royal and Prince 
Edward, are temporarily 
housed in the southeast comer 
rather than in the presentation 
area in the west stand. “The 
Bowring Bowl [for the winners 
of the University match] was 
presented when the stand was 
even less finished last Decem¬ 
ber," Davies said. This is the 
people's trophy.” 

Andrew and work, page 14 
Scots recall 1990. page 38 
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FOR A BRITISH MADE 

LONG WAX COAT 


Maguire misses Cheltenham treble 


By Richard Evans 
RACING CORRESPONDENT 

THE hype and razzmatazz which inevita¬ 
bly surround top sporting occasions was 
put into perspective yesterday when 
Adrian Maguire announced that he 
would remain in Ireland after the funeral 
of his mother on Tuesday and not ride 
Barton Bank in the Tote Gold Cop at 
Cheltenham this afternoon. 

The derision came as David Nichol¬ 
son. die champion trainer who retains 
Maguire, sent out three winners on die 
second day of die Festival which, in 
normal events, would have been ridden 
tty hint The 181-1 treble included Viking 
Flagship, who won die day’s feature race, 
the Queen Elizabeth Champion Chase, 
for the second year running. 

Maguire’s understandable absence 
has added a sombre note to the threeday 
meeting and, after die success of Viking 


Flagship; Nicholson spoke for many. ”1 
just feel very emotional that Adrian was 
not here riding Viking Flagship. I’m 
fearfully sorry for him. He's done all the 
hard work with the horse over the last 
two years and. on his day of glory, he 
couldn't ride him. I just hope Adrian’s all 
right" 

Barton Bank, who fed at the final fence 
of the King George VI Chase at Kempton 
on Boxing Day when several lengths 
dear, will be ridden today by David 
Bridgwater, who served his apprentice¬ 
ship with Lester PiggotL Kim Bailey and 
Norman Williamson, the trainer and 
jockey of Alderbrook. winner of the 
Champion Hurdle on Tuesday, will 
attempt to complete a rare double with 
Master Oats, the probable favourite. 

While the strong Irish challenge was 
rewarded with its third success of the 
meeting yesterday when Chance Coffey 
won the Coral Cop, there were some 


serious backers out of pocket last night 
after Harcon, one of the Irish bankers of 
the meeting, finished second in the Sun 
Affiance Chase. 

Jim Dreaper’s chaser was backed to 
take nearly £300,000 out of the ring in 
large bets alone; including two wagers of 
£70,000 to E40.000 and one of £35.000 to 
£20.000. The race was won by Brief Gale, 
a 7-1 shot trained by Josh Gifford and a 
first Festival winner for his young jockey, 
Philip Hide. 

Prihaps. the heavy losers will be 
tempted today by the Tote Jackpot not 
won on die first two days of the FestivaL 
With £142310 carried forward, the pool is 
likely to exceed £250.000 today. To scoop 
all or part of the pool a backer must 
select die winners of the first six races — 
almost as easy as winning the Lottery. 

Master Oats fended, page 36 
Viking Flagship’s double, page 37 


SHOULDER CAPE 

CORO COLLAR 

NECK FASTENING STRAP 

STUD FASTENING & 
STORM FRONT 

3 /< UININC & 

INTERNAL POCKET 

ADJUSTABLE CUFF 
STRAPS 

2 DEEP POCKETS 

LEG STRAPS 

INVERTED STUDDED . 
BACK PLEAT I 


An amazingly low price for \ J I \ 

this British made, riding style V 

wax coaL Essential wear fiir j . 

haneriden and country life, 1 

whilst being smart enough to I 

be seen in town. If you’re I 

looking for a sensible coat to j 

cope with the oagaries of a ipgaMfr I 

British Spring, then we think L ! jj J 

you couldn't do much better. I \ sf 

Why pay more elsewhere? 

Order by telephone or mail today and don’t pass this buy... 

Material: Cotton wax outer Colours: Navy, Brown 
8ms: unisex, S. M, L, XL. XXL (please state chest size) 

Item Ret 11820 Wax Coat 

Phone Now on 0768 899111 

OR Fax 0786 899222 TO PLACE CREDIT CARD OHDKB 

StNDTO tor ineoa Town & Coiwnre Mannee Ltd, 
Penrith Estate, Penrith, Cumbria CA119EQ 
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